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C     O'^^'O     K  '  s 

Third    and    Laft 
VOYAGE  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

C    H    A    P.      XIV. 

▼  TC  7E  had  not  long  been  fettled  at  the  obfcrva- 
V  V  tory,""  V'^fore  we  difcovered  the  habitations 
pFa  fociety  of  pricl^s,.  who  had  excited  our  curiofity 
hy  their  regular  attendance  at  the  morai.  Their 
huts  were  ere6ted  round  a  pond,  inclofed  with  a 
group  of  cocoa-nut  trees  by  which  they  were  lepa- 
rated  from  the  beach  and  ilie  village,  and  gave  the 
lituation  an  air  of  religious  retirement.  Captain 
Cook  being  made  acquainted  with  this  difcovery, 
he  refolved  to  vifit  them  ;  and,  expefting  the  man- 
ner of  his  reception  would  be  fingular,  he  took  Mr. 
Webber  with  him,  to  enable  him  to  reprefent  the 
ceremony  in  a  drawing.  When  arrived  at  the  beach, 
the  commodore  was  conduced  to  Harreno-Orono, 
or  the  houfe  of  Orono.  On  his  approaching  this 
facred  place,  he  was  feated  at  the  foot  of  a  wooden 
idol,  refembling  that  we  had  feen  at  the  morai. 
Here  Mr.  King  again  fupported  one  of  his  arms. 
He  was  then  arrayed  in  red  cloth,  and  Kaireekeca, 
aflifted  by  12  priefts,  prefented  a  pig  with  the  ufual 
ceremonies.  After  this  folcmnity,  the  pig  was 
ftrangled,  and  thrown  into  the  embers  of  a  fire, 
prepared  for  that  purpofe.  When  the  hair  was 
fmged  off,  a  fecond  offering  was  made,  and  the 
chanting  repeated  as  before  :  after  which  the  dead 
pig  was  held  fome  time  under  Captain  Coek's  nofe. 
Vol.  VI.  11  N  and 
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and  then  laid  with  a  cocoa-nut  at  bis  feet.     This 
part  of  the  ceremony  being  concluded,  the  perfor- 
mers fat  down;  and  the  ava  was  brewed  and  handed 
about ;  a  baked  hog  was  likewife  brought  in,  and 
"ue  were  fed  in  the  fame  manner  as   before  related 
en  a  fimilar  occafion.      While  we  continued  in  the 
Eay,  whenever  the  commodore  vifited  the  obferva- 
tory,   Kaireekeea  and  his  affiftants  preCented  them- 
felves    before  him,   making  an    offering    of  hogs, 
bread-fruit,  cocoa-nuts,   Sec.   with  the  accuftomed 
folemnities.     Upon  thefe  occafions,  feme  of  the  in- 
ferior chiefs  intreafed  permiflion  to  make  an  offer- 
ing to  the  Orono.      If  their  requeft  was  complied 
with,    they  prefented  the   hog  themfelves;  in  the 
performaJice  of  which,  their  countenance  difplayed 
that  they  were  greatly  impreffed  vi^h^  d.we  and  ter- 
ror.    Kaireekeea  and  the  prieft..  cftTifted,  perform- 
ing their  accuftomed  orations  and  hymns.   But  their 
civilities  extended  beyond  parade  and  ceremony  : 
our  party  on  fhore  were   fupplied    daily  by   them 
with  hogs  and   vegetables,   fufficient  for  their   fub- 
fiftence,  and  to  fpare  ;  and  canoes  laden  withprovi- 
fions,  were   regularly   fent  off  to   the    (hips.     No- 
thing was  demanded  in  return  ;  not  even  the  molt 
diftant  hint  was  ever  given,  that  they  expeBcd  the 
leall  compenfation.     Their  manner  of  conferring 
favours,  appeared  rrore  like  the  difcharge  of  a  re- 
ligious duty,  than  the  refult  of  mere  liberality.  On 
our  apKing  to  whom  we   were  indebted  for  all  this 
munificence,  we  were  informed  that  it  was  at   the 
expence  of  Kaoo,  the  chief  prieft,  and  grandfather 
to  Kaireekeea,  who  was  at  this  time  in  the    fuit  of 
the  fovereign  of  the  ifland.     But  we  had  lefs  rca- 
fon  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of  the  earees, 
or  warrior  chiefs,  than  with  that  of  the  priefts.    Id 
our  intercoufe  with  the   former,  they  were  always 
fufhciently   attentive   to   their  own  interefts;  and, 
behdes  their  propenfity  to  flealing,  which  may  ad- 
mit of  palliation  from  its  univcriality  in  thei'e  ieas, 

ihcy 


To  THE   Pacific  Ocean,  &c.     1941 

they  had  other  artifices  equally  difiionourable.  The 
following  is  one  inftance,  in  which  we  difcovered, 
with  regret,  that  our  good  friend  Koah  was  a  party 
principally  concerned.  The  chiefs  who  made  us 
prefents  of  hogs,  were  always  generoully  rewarded; 
in  confequence  of  which,  we  were  fupplied  with 
more  than  we  could  confume.  On  thefe  occafions, 
Koah,  who  attended  us  conftantly,  petitioned  ufu- 
ally  for  thofe  that  we  did  not  abfolutely  want,  and 
they  were  given  him  of  courfe.  A  pig  was  one  day 
prefented  to  us  by  a  man,  whom  Koah  introduced 
as  a  chief.  The  pig  we  knew  to  be  one  of  thole 
that  had  a  fliort  time  before  been  given  to  Koah. 
Sufpeding^n  impolition,  we  found  upon  enquiry, 
that  the  pretended  chief  was  one  of  the  common 
people  ;  and  from  other  concurrent  circumftances, 
we  were  perfectly  convinced,  that  this  was  not  the 
firft  time  of  our  having  been  made  the  dupes  of 
Koah's  low  cunning. 

Sunday,  the  24th,  we  were  not  a  little  furprized  to 
find,  that  not  any  canoes  were  permitted  to  putoflF, 
and  that  the  natives  were  confined  to  their  houfes. 
At  length  we  were  informed,  that  the  bay  was  ta- 
booed, and  that  intercourfe  with  us  was  interdicted, 
on  account  of  the  arrival  of  Terreeoboo,  their 
king.  On  the  25th,  we  endeavoured  by  threats 
and  promifes,  to  induce  the  inhabitants  to  revifit 
the  fhips.  Some  of  them  were  venturing  to  put 
off,  when  we  perceived  a  chief  very  active  m  driv- 
ing them  away  ;  to  make  him  defitt,  a  mufquet  was 
fired  over  his  head,  which  produced  the  defired 
effect ;  for  refrefhments  were  foon  after  to  be  had 
as  ufual.  In  the  afternoon,-  the  fhips  were  privately 
vifited  by  Terreeoboo,  attended  only  by  one  canoe, 
containing  his  wife  and  family.  When  he  entered 
the  (hip,  he  fell  on  his  face,  as  a  mark  of  fubmif- 
fion  to  the  commodore,  as  did  all  his  attendants ; 
arid  after  having  made  an  oration,  which  none  of 
US  underftood,  he  prefented  the  captain  with  three 
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barbicued  hogs,  who,  in  return,  put  a  necklace, 
compofed  of  feveral  firings  of  various  coloured 
beads,  round  his  neck,  and  gave  him  two  looking-, 
glailes,  a  large  glafs  bowl,  with  fome  nails,  and 
other  trifles,  which  he  received  with  much  feeming 
fatisf action,  and  difpatched  immediately  a  meflen-r 
ger  on  fhore,  who  foon  returned  with  feveral  large 
hogs,  cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  and  fugar-canes,  as 
much  as  our  fmall  cutter  could  cany.  Having  re- 
mained on  deck  about  an  hour,  admiring  the  con- 
llruction  of  the  Clip,  he  was  conducled  into  the 
great  cabin,  where  wine  was  offered  him,  which  he 
rcfuled  :  neither  was  there  any  thing  he  would  tafte, 
except  a  head  of  bread-fruit ;  but  he  appeared  de- 
lighted with  every  thing  he  ,faw  ;  and  before  he 
departed  in  the  evening,  gave  us  to  underftand  that 
he  had  6000  fighting  men,  always  in  readinefs  to 
war  againft  his  enemies.  On  the  26th,  at  noon, 
the  king  came  in  great  iiate  from  the  village  of 
Kowrowa,  and,  in  a  large  canoe,  with  fome  ot  his 
attendants  in  two  others,  paddled  flowly  towards 
the  fhips.  Their  appeaiance  was  really  mod  fupe.rb. 
Terreeoboo,  and  his  chiefs  were  in  the  firft-  veflel, 
arrayed  in  feathered  cloaks,  and  helmets,  and  armed 
wath  fpears  and  daggers.  In  the  fecond  came  Kaoo, 
the  chief  pvieft,  having  their  idols  difplayed  on  red' 
cloth.  They  were  figures  of  an  enormous  fize, 
made  of  thick  wicker-work,  and  curioufly  orna- 
mented with  mantles  of  feathers  of  various  colours. 
Their  eyes  were  large  pearl  oyfters,  with  a  black 
nut  placed  in  the  middle.  A  double  row  of  the 
fangs  of  dogs  was  fixed  in  each  of  their  mouths, 
which,  as  well  as  the  reil  of  their  features,  appeared 
llrangely  diftorted.  The  third  canoe  was  laden 
with  hogs  and  vegetables.  Their  images  they  call 
E-ah-tu-a,  fignifying  their  warrior  gods,  without 
which  they  never  engage  in  battle.  As  they  ad- 
vanced, the  priefts  chanted  their  hymns  with  great 
folemnity.     After  paddUng  round  the  veifels,  they 
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did  not  come  on  board  as  we  expected,  but  made 
immediately  towards  the  fhore,  at  the  beach  where 
our  tents  were  fixed.     When  landed,  they  hauled 
up  all  their  canoes  on  the  beach,  drew  up  in  martial 
order,  and,  led  by  the  king,  marched  in  ranks  to 
their  place  of  worlhip,  diftant  from  our  tents  about 
50  yards ;  but,  feeing  the  ground  tabooed  by  fmall 
green  boughs  and  wands,  that  marked  the  boundary, 
they  all  made  a  circuit  with  their  images  in  procef- 
fion,  till  they  arrived  at  their  moral,  where  they 
placed  their  idols,  and  depofited  their  arms.     Cap- 
tain Cook,  when  he  faw  the  king's  intention  of 
going  on  fhore,  went  thither  alfo,  and  landed  with 
Mr.  King  and   others,  almoft  at  the  fame  inftant. 
We  ufliered  the  chiefs  into  our  tent,  and  the  king 
had  hardly  been  feated,  when  he  rofe  up,  and  threw 
gracefully  over  the  captain's  fhoulders  the  rich  fea- 
thered cloak  that  he  himfelf  wore,  placed  a  helmet 
on  his  head,  and  prefented  him  with  a  curious  fan. 
Five  or  fix  other  cloaks,  of  great  beauty  and  value, 
were  fpread  at  the  commodore's  feet.     Four  hogs 
were  now  brought  forward  by  the  king*s  attendants, 
together  with  bread-fruit,  &c.     Then  followed  the 
ceremony  of  Terreeoboo's  changing   names  with 
Captain  Cook  ;  the  flrongcfl  pledge  of  friendfhip 
among  all  the  iflanders  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.     A 
folemn    proceflion     now    advanced,    conilfting   of 
priefts,  preceded  by  a  venerable  old  peifonage,  fol- 
lowed  by  a  train   of  people   leading   large  hogs  •, 
others  being   laden    with  potatoes,  plantains,  &c. 
We  could  perceive  eafily,  by  the  countenance  and 
the  geftures  of  Kaireekcea,  that  the  old  man  who 
headed  the  proceflion,  was  the  chief  prieft,  on  whole 
bounty  we  were  told  we  h:\d  fo  long  fubfifted.     He 
wrapped  a  piece  of  red  cloth  round  the  fhoulders 
of-  C-iptain  Cook,  and  in  the  ufual  form,  prefented 
him  with  a  pig.     He  was  then  feated  next  the  king, 
and   Kaireekcea   and    their  attendants  began  their 
vucil   ceremonies,  Kaoo  and  chc   chiefs  aflifting;  in 
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the  refponfes.  In  the  perfon  of  this  king,  we  were 
furprized  to  recognize  the  fame  emaciated  old  man, 
who  came  on  board  the  Refolution,  from  the  N.  E. 
fide  of  the  ifland  of  Mowee  ;  and  we  perceived  that 
feveral  of  his  attendants  were  the  fame  perfons, 
who  at  that  time  continued  with  us  the  whole  night. 
Among  thefe  were  the  king's  two  youngeft  fons, 
the  elder  about  the  age  of  lixteen  •,  and  Maiha- 
Maiha,  his  nephew,  whom  we  could  not  immedi- 
ately recollect,  having  had  his  hair  plaftered  over 
with  a  dirty  pafte  and  powder,  which  was  no  fmall 
improvement  to  the  moft  favage  countenance  we 
had  ever  feen.  The  fjrmalities  of  this  meeting  be- 
ing ended.  Captain  Cook  conducted  Terreeoboo 
and  feveral  of  his  chiefs  on  board  our  Ihip,  where 
they  were  received  with  every  poiTible  mark  of  at- 
tention and  refpecL ;  and  the  commodore,  as  a  com- 
penfation  Yor  the  feathered  cloak,  put  a  linen  fliirt 
upon  the  fovereign,  and  girt  his  own  hanger  round 
him.  Kaoo,  and  about  half  a  dozen  other  ancient 
chiefs,  remained  on  fhore.  All  this  time  not  a  ca- 
noe was  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Bay,  and  thofe 
natives  who  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  their  huts, 
lay  proftrate  on  the  ground.  Before  the  king  quit- 
ted thellefolution,  he  granted  leave  for  the  natives 
to  trade  with  us  as  ufual ;  but  the  women,  we 
know  not  on  what  account,  were  flill  interdicted 
by  the  taboo  ;  that  is,  to  remain  at  home,  and  not ' 
have  any  kind  of  intercourfe  with  us.  At  this  time 
the  behaviour  of  the  inhabitants  was  fo  civil  and 
inofFsnlive,  that  all  apprehenhons  of  danger  were 
totally  vaniflied.  We  trufted  ourfelves  among  them 
at  all  times,  and  upon  all  occafions,  without  the 
lead  referve.  Our  officers  ventured  frequently  up 
the  country,  either  hngly,  or  in  fmail  parties,  and 
fometimes  continued  out  the  whole  night.  In  all 
places  the  people  flocked  about  us,  anxious  to  af- 
ford every  aiiillance  in  their  power,  and  appeared 
highly  ^Tratitisd  i-f  we  condcfcended  to  accept  of 
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their  fervices.  Variety  of  innocent  arts  were  prac- 
tifed  to  attrad  our  notice,  or  to  delay  our  depar- 
ture. The  boys  and  girls  ran  through  their  vil- 
lages, flopping  us  at  every  opening  where  there  was 
a  convenient  fpot  for  dancing.  At  one  time  we 
were  foHcited  to  take  a  draught  of  milk  from  cocoa- 
nuts,  or  to  accept  of  fuch  other  refrefhment  as  their 
huts  afforded  ;  at  another  we  were  encircled  by  a 
company  of  young  women,  who  exerted  their  fkill 
and  ingenuity  in  amufing  us  with  fongsand  dances  : 
but  though  the  inftances  of  their  generofity  and 
civility  were  pleafmg  to  us,  we  could  not  but  dif- 
like  that  propenlity  to  thieving,  which  at  times 
they  difcovered,  and  to  which  they  were  addicted, 
like  all  the  other  iflanders  in  thefe  feas  :  this  was 
a  perplexing  circumftance,  and  obliged  us  fome- 
times  to  exercife  a  feverity,  which  we  fhould  have 
been  happy  to  have  avoided,  if  it  had  not  been 
eflentially  neceffary.  Some  expert  fwimmers  were 
one  day  detected  under  the  fliips,  drawing  out  the 
filling  nails  from  the  ftieathing.  This  they  per- 
formed very  ingenioufly  with  a  flint  flone,  fattened 
to  the  end  of  a  flick.  This  new  art  of  flealing  was 
a  practice  fo  injurious  to  our  vefTels,  that  we  fired 
fmall  fhot  at  the  offenders ;  but  that  they  avoided 
eaiily,  by  diving  under  the  fhips  bottoms  :  it  there- 
fore became  highly  necefTary  to  make  an  example 
of  one  of  them,  which  was  done  by  giving  him  a 
good  flogging  on  board  our  confort,  the  Difcovery, 
where  his  talent  for  thieving  had  been  chiefly  exer- 
cifed.  About  this  time,  Mr.  Nelfon,  and  four  other 
gentlemen,  iet  out  on  an  excurfion  into  the  coun- 
try, in  order  to  examine  its  natural  curiofities  and 
productions,  an  account  of  which  will  be  given 
hereafter.  This  afforded  Kaoo  a  frefh  opportunity 
of  tedifying  his  civility,  and  exerting  his  friendly 
difpofition  in  our  favour  :  for  no  fooner  was  he  in- 
formed of  the  departure  of  our  party,  than  he  fent 
after  them  a  large  quantity  of  proviiions,  with  or- 
No.  70.  II  O  ders 
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ders  that  every  attention  and  afliftance  fliould  b^ 
granted  them  by  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  diftricls 
through  which  they  fliould  pafs.  His  civility  oii 
this  occaiion  was  fo  delicate  and  difinterefted,  that 
even  the  people  he  employed  were  not  permitted 
to  accept  of  the  fmalleft  prefent.  At  the  end  of 
fix  days  the  gentlemen  returned,  without  having 
been  able  to  penetrate  farther  than  twenty  miles  into 
the  ifland,  owing  partly  to  improper  guides,  and 
partly  to  the  nature  of  the  country,  which  occa- 
fioned  this  expedition  to  be  attended  with  no  fmall 
fatigue,  and  fome  danger.  Mr.  Nelfon,  however, 
colleded  a  curious  aflfortment  of  indigenous  plants, 
and  fome  natural  curiofities.  During  their  abfence, 
every  thing  remained  quiet  at  the  tents,  and  the 
natives  fupplied  the  fhips  with  fuch  quantities  of 
proviiions,  of  all  kinds,  that  orders  were  again  given 
tn  purchafe  no  more  hogs  in  one  day,  than  could 
be  killed,  failed,  and  flowed  away  the  next  day. 
This  order  was  in  confequcnce  of  a  forrtier  one,  to 
purchafe  all  that  could  be  procured  for  fea  ftock, 
by  which  fo  many  of  them  were  brought  on  board, 
that  feveral  of  them  died  before  they  could  be  pro- 
perly difpofed  of^ 

On  Wednefday,  the  27  th,  in  the  morning,  the 
rudder  of  our  fliip  was  unhung,  and  fcnt  on  fhore, 
in  order  to  undergo  a  thorough  repair.  The  car- 
penters at  the  fame  time  were  fent  into  the  country, 
under  the  protection  and  guidance  of  fom>e  of  Kaoo's 
people,  to  get  planks  for  the  head  rail  work,  which 
was  become  rotten  and  decayed.  In  a  vifit,  on  the 
2Bth,  from  Terreeoboo  to  Captain  Clerke,  the  lat- 
ter received  a  prefent  of  30  large  hogs,  and  fuch 
a  quantity  of  vegetables  as  could  not  be  confumcd 
by  his  crew  in  lels  than  a  week.  This  being  an  un- 
expected vifit,  made  it  tbe  more  extraordinary. 
Not  having  feen  any  of  the  fports  or  exercifes  of 
the  natives,  at  our  particular  requeft,  they  enter- 
tained us  in  the  evening  with  a  boxing  it^atch.     A 
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vaft  concourfe  of  people  aiTembled  on  a  level  fpot 
of  ground,  not  far  diftant  from  our  tents.  In  the 
centre,  a  long  vacant  fpace  was  left  for  them,  at 
the  upper  end  of  which  the  arbitrators  prelided, 
under  three  ftandards.  Slips  of  cloth  of  various 
colours,  were  pendant  from  thefe  ftandards ;  as 
were  the  fkins  of  two  wild  geefe,  fome  fmall  birds^ 
and  a  few  bunches  of  feathers.  The  fports  being 
ready  to  begin,  the  judges  gave  the  iignal,  and 
two  combatants  appeared  in  view.  They  advanced 
llowly,  drawing  up  their  feet  very  high  behind, 
and  rubbing  their  hands  upon  the  foles.  As  they 
came  forvvard,  they  furveyed  each  other  frequently 
from  head  to  foot,  with  an  air  of  contempt,  look- 
ing archly  at  the  fpe<fl:ators,  diftorting  their  fea- 
tures, and  practifing  a  variety  of  unnatural  geftures. 
When  they  were  advanced  within  the  reach  of  each 
other,  they  held  both  arms  ftraight  out  before  their 
faces,  at  which  part  they  always  aimed  their  blows. 
They  ftruck  with  a  full  fwing  of  the  arm,  which 
to  us  had  a  very  awkard  appearance.  1  hey 
did  not  attempt  to  parry ;  but  endeavoured  to 
elude  their  adverfary's  attack,  by  {looping,  or  re- 
treating. The  battle  was  decided  expedition  fly  ; 
for  if  either  of  them  fell,  whether  by  accident,  or 
from  a  blow,  he  was  deemed  vanquiflied  ;  and  the 
■victor  expreflfed  his  triumpii  by  a  variety  of  ftrangfr 
geftures,  which  ufually  excited  a  loud  laugh 
among  the  fpectators,  for  which  purpofe  it  feemed 
to  be  calculated.  The  fuccefsful  combatant  waited 
for  a  iecond  antagonift ;  and,  if  again  viAori- 
ous,  for  a  third;  and  fo  on,  till  at'laft  he  was 
defeated.  In  thefe  combats  it  was  very  fmgular, 
that,  when  any  two  are  preparing  to  attack  each 
other,  a  third  may  advance,  and  make  choice  of 
cither  of  them  for  his  antagonift,  when  the  other 
is  under  the  neceflity  of  withdrawing.  If  the  com- 
bat proved  long  and  tedious,  or  appeared  unequal,' 
u  chief  generilly  interfered,  and  concluded  it  by 
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putting  a  ftick  between  the  combatants.  As  this 
exhibition  was  at  our  defue,  it  was  univerfally  ex-« 
peeled,  that  fome  of  us  wcruld  have  engaged  with 
the  natives  -,  but,  though  our  people  received  pref- 
iing  invitations  to  bear  a  part,  they  did  not  hearken 
to  the  challenges,  not  having  forgot  the  blows  they 
received  at  the  Friendly  lllands. 

This  day  died  William.  Watman,  a  mariner  of  the 
gunner's  crew.  This  event  we  mention  particularly, 
feeing  death  had  hitherto  been  uncommon  among 
us.  He  was  a  man  in  years,  and  much  rerpe<5\ed 
by  Captain  Cook.  He  had  ferved  twenty-one  years 
as  a  marine,  and  then  entered  as  a  feamen  in  1772, 
on  board  the  Refolution,  and  ferved  with  the  com- 
modore in  his  voyage  towards  the  South  Pole.  On 
their  return  he  got  admittance  into  Greenwich 
Hofpital,  at  the  fame  time  with  himfelf ;  and  anx- 
ious to  follow  the  fortunes  of  his  benefactor,  he 
alfo  quitted  it  v;ith  him,  on  the  commodore's  ap- 
pointment to  the  command  of  the  preient  expedi- 
tion. Watman  had  often  been  fubjecl  to  flight  fe- 
vers, in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage,  and  was  very 
infirm  when  we  arrived  in  the  bay  ;  where,  having 
been  fent  a  few  days  on  Ihore,  he  thought  himfelf 
perfectly  reftored,  and  requefted  to  return  on  board. 
His  requeft  was  complied  with.  The  day  following 
he  had  a  flroke  of  the  palfy,  which  in  two  days 
afterwards  put  an  end  to  his  life.  At  the  requeft 
of  Terreeoboo,  the  remains  of  this  faithful  fearnan 
were  buried  in  the  morai ;  the  ceremony  being  per- 
formed with  great  folenmity.  Kaoo  and  his  bre- 
thren were  prefent  at  the  funeral,  who  behaved 
with  great  decorum,  and  paid  due  attention  while 
the  fervice  was  performing.  On  our  beginning  to. 
fill  up  the  grave,  they  approached  it  with  great  awe, 
and  threw  in  a  dead  pig,  together  with  fome  cocoa- 
nuts  and  plantains.  For  three  fucceffive  nights 
they  furrounded  it,  facrificing  hogs,  and  reciting 
prayers  and  hymns  till  m^orning.  At  the  head  of 
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the  grave,  we  erected  a  poll,  and  nailed  thereto  a 
piece  of  board,  whereon  was  infcribed  the  name 
and  age  of  the  deceafed,  and  the  day  of  his  de- 
parture from  this  hfe.  Thefe  memorials  we  were 
allured  they  would  not  remove,  and,  it  is  probable, 
they  will  be  permitted  to  remain.  To  long  as  fuch 
frail  materials  can  endure. 

Being  much  in  want  of  fuel,  Captain  Cook  de- 
fired  Mr.  King  to  treat  with  the  priefts,  lor  the 
purchafe  of  the  raihng  belonging  to  the  moral. 
Mr.  King  had  his  doubts  refpectmg  the  decency 
of  this  overture,  and  apprehended  the  propofal 
might  be  deemed  impious  ;  but  in  this  he  was  much 
miftaken  :  for  an  application  being  made  for  the 
fame,  they  exprelTed  no  kind  of  furprize,  and  the 
wood  was  delivered  without  the  leaft  ftipulation. 
While  our  people  were  taking  it  away,  Mr.  King 
faw  one  of  them  with  a  carved  image  ;  and,  upon 
enquiry,  he  was  informed,  that  the  whole  femicir-* 
cle  (as  mentioned  in  the  defcription  of  the  morai) 
had  been  carried  to  the  boats.  Though  the  natives 
were  fpeftators  of  this  builnefs,they  did  not  feem  to 
refent  it ;  but  on  the  contrary,  had  even  affifted  in 
the  removal.  Mr.  King  thought  proper  to  mention 
the  particulars  to  Kaoo ;  who  feemed  exceedingly 
indifferent  about  the  matter,  begging  him  only  ta 
reftore  the  center  image ;  which  was  immediately 
done,  and  it  was  conveyed  to  one  of  the  priefts 
houfes. 

For  fome  time,  the  king,  and  his  chiefs,  had  been 
very  importunate  to  know  the  time  of  our  depar- 
ture. From  this  circumftance,  Mr.  King's  curioficy 
was  excited  to  know  the  opinion  thele  people  had 
entertained  of  us,  and  what  they  fuppofed  to  be  the 
object  of  our  voyage.  He  took  conhderable  pains 
to  fatisfy  himfelf  refpecling  thefe  points  ;  but  the 
only  information  he  could  get  was,  that  they  fup- 
pofed we  had  left  our  native  country  on  account  of 
the  fcantinefs  of  provifions,  and  that  we  had  vifited 
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them  for  the  fole  purpofe  of  filling  our  bellies.  Thig 
conclufion  was  natural  enough,  confidering  the 
meagre  appearance  of  fome  of  our  crew  ;  the  vora- 
city with  which  we  devoured  their  frefli  provifions  ;< 
and  our  anxiety  to  purchafe  as  much  of  it  as  we  were 
able.  It  was  a  matter  of  entertainment  to  fee  the 
natives  patting  the  bellies  of  the  failors  (who  were 
much  improved  in  lleeknefs  fince  their  arrival  at  the 
bay)  and  telling  them,  in  the  beft  manner  they 
could,  that  it  was  time  for  them  to  depart ;  but  if 
they  would  return  the  next  bread-fruit  feafon,  they 
fliould  be  better  able  to  fupply  them.  We  had  now 
continued  fixteen  days  in  the  bay,  during  which 
time  our  confumption  of  hogs  and  vegetables,  had 
been  fo  enormous,  that  we  need  not  be  furprized  at 
their  wiihing  to  fee  us  take  our  leave.  But  Ter- 
reeoboo  had,  perhaps,  no  other  view,  in  his  en- 
quiries, than  a  defire  of  having  fuihcient  notice,  to 
prepare  fuitable  prelents  for  us  at  our  departure  ; 
for  v/hen  we  informed  him  of  our  intention  to  quit 
the  ifland  in  two  days,  a  kind  of  proclamation  was 
made,  requiring  the  natives  to  bring  in  their  hogs, 
and  vegetables,  for  Terreeoboo  to  prefent  to  the 
Orono. 

We  were  this  day  much  entertained,  at  the  beach, 
with  the  buffooneries  of  one  of  the  natives.  He 
held  in  his  hand  an  inftrument  of  mufic,  fuch  as  we 
have  already  defcribed :  bits  of  fea-weed  were  faf» 
tened  round  his  neck ;  and,  round  each  leg,  fome 
fbong  netting  ;  whereon  were  fixed  rows  of  dogs 
teeth,  hanging  loofe.  His  dancing  was  accompa- 
nied with  ftrange  grimaces,  and  unnatural  dirtor- 
tions  of  the  features,  w  hich  were  fometimes  highly 
ridiculous,  and,  upon  the  whole,  without  meaning 
or  expreflion.  But  the  wreftling  and  boxing 
matches  afforded  us  good  diverfion  for  the  evening  ; 
and,  in  return,  we  exhibited  the  few  fire-w-orks  we 
had  remaining.  Nothing  could  more  effeclually 
excite   the  admiration  of  thefe  iflanders,  or  ifrike 
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them  with  more  exalted  ideas  of  our  fuperiority, 
than  fuch  a  reprefentation :  notwithftanding  this 
was,  in  every  refpe<5l,  much  inferior  to  that  exhi- 
bited at  Hapaee,  yet  the  aftonifiiment  of  thefe  peo- 
ple was  equally  great. 

The  carpenters  who  had  been  fent  up  the  coun- 
try to  cut  planks  foi'  the  head  rail-work  of  our  Ihip, 
the  Refolution,  had  now  been  gone  three  days, 
and,  not  having  heard  from  them,  we  began  to  be 
alarmed  for  their  fafety.  "We  expreffed  our  appre- 
henlions  to  Kaoo,  who  appeared  equally  concerned 
with  ourfelvesj  but  while  we  were  planning  mea- 
fures  with  him,  for  fending  proper  perfons  after 
them,  they  all  fafely  arrived.  Our  people  had  gone 
farther  into  the  country  than  they  expected,  before 
they  found  any  trees  fuitable  for  their  purpofe. 
Thiscircumftance,  together  with  the  badnefs  of  the 
roads,  and  the  difficulty  of  conveying  timber  to  the 
ihips,  had  fo  long  detained  them.  They  beftowed 
high  commendations  on  their  guides,  who  not  only 
fupplied  them  with  provilions,  but  faithfully  pro- 
tected their  tools.  Having  fixed  on  Thurfday,  the 
^th  of  February,  for  our  departure,  Terreeoboo 
invited  Captain  Cook,  and  Mr,  King,  to  attend  him 
^on  the  3d,  to  Kaoo's  refidence.  On  our  arrival 
there,  we  faw  large  quantities  of  cloth  fcattered  on 
the  ground  ;  abundance  of  red  and  yellow  feathers, 
faftened  to  the  fibres  of  cocoa-nut  hulks  ;  and  plenty 
of  hatchets  and  iron  ware,  which  had  been  received 
from  us  in  barter.  Not  far  from  thefe  w-as  depo- 
fited  an  immenfe  quantity  of  various  kinds  of  ve- 
getables ;  and  at  a  little  diftance,  a  large  herd  of 
hogs.  We  fuppofed,  at  firft,  that  the  whole  was 
intended  as  a  prefent  for  us ;  but  we  v\  ere  informed 
•by  Kaireekeea,  that  it  was  a  tribute  to  the  king, 
from  the  inhabitants  of  that  diftricb.  We  were  no 
fooner  feated  than  the  bundles  were  brought,  and 
laid  feverally  at  Terreeoboo's  feet ;  and  the  cloth, 
feathers,  and  iron,  were  difplaycd  before  him.     The 
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king  was  perfeftly  fatisfied  with  this  mark-of  duty 
from  his  people ;  and  having  fe]e6led  about  one 
third  of  the  iron  utenfils,  one  third  of  the  feathers, 
and  fome  pieces  of  cloth,  he  ordered  thefe  to  be  fet 
afide   by  themfelves ;    and  the   remainder   of  the 
cloth,  hogs,  vegetables,  &c.  were  afterwards  pre- 
fented  to  Captain  Cook  and  Mr.  King.     The  value 
and  magnitude  of  this  prefent,  far  exceeded  any 
thins:  that  we  had  before  received.     The  whole  was 
immediately  conveyed  on  board  ;    and  the  large 
hogs  were  let  apart  for  fea  ilores  ;  but  the  fmaller 
pigs  and  vegetables,    were  divided   between    the 
crews.     The  fame  day  we  quitted  the  morai,  and 
got  our  obfervatories  on  board.     The  taboo  was 
removed,  and,  with  it  vanifhed  its  magical  effects  ; 
for  as  foon  as  we  had  quitted  the  place,  the  people 
rulhed   in,    and  vigilantly   fearched,  in    hopes  of 
finding   fome  valuable  articles  left  behind.     Mr. 
King  being  the  laft  on  fhore,  and  waiting  for  the 
return  of  the  boat,  the  inhabitants  crowded  about 
him,  and  having  prevailed  upon  him  to  fit  down 
among  them,  exprefTed  their  regret  at  our  fepara- 
tion.     It  was  even  with  difficulty  that  they  would 
fuffer  him  to  depart.     Having  had,  while  we  lay 
in  ttie  bay,  the  command  of  the  party  on  fhore,  he 
became  more  acquainted  with  the  natives,  than  thofe 
who  were  required  to  be  on  board.     From  the  in- 
habitants in  general,  he   experienced  great  kind- 
nefs  ;  but  the  friendlhip  fhewn  by  the  priefts  was 
conftant  and  unbounded.     On  the  other  hand,  Mr. 
King  was  anxious  to  conciliate  their  efteem  ;  in 
which  he  fo  happily  fucceeded,  that  when  they  were 
made  acquainted  with  the  time  of  our  departure,  he 
was  urged  to  remain  behind,  and  received  over- 
tures of  the  moft  flattering  kind.     When  he  en- 
deavoured to  excufe  himfelf,  by  alledging,  that  the 
commodore  would  not  permit  it,  they  propofed  to 
condud  him  to  the  mountains,  and  there  conceal 
him  till  the  departure  of  the  (hips.     On  Mr.  King's 
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affuring  them  that  the  fliips  would  not  fail  without 
him,  the  King  and  Kaoo  repaired  to  Captain  Cook, 
(whom  they  fuppofed  to  be  his  father)  requefling 
formally,  that  he  might  be  fufFered  to  remain  be- 
hind. The  commo'lore,  unwilling  to  give  a  pofitive 
refufal,  to  a  propofal  fo  generoufly  intended,  alTured 
them,  that  he  could  not  part  with  him  at  prefent, 
but  he  fhould  return  thither  the  next  year,  whea 
he  would  endeavour  to  oblige  them. 

On  Thurfday  the  4th  of  Februaiy,  early  in  the 
morning,  having  unmoored,  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  fet  fail,  and  cleared  the  harbour,  attended 
by  a  V aft  number  of  canoes.  We  propofed  to  fhape 
our  courfe  for  Mowee  ;  as  we  had  been  informed, 
that  in  the  ifland  there  was  a  fine  harbour,  and  ex- 
cellent water,  but  Captain  Cook  intended  to  finifli 
firft  the  furvey  of  Owhyhee,  before  he  went  thither, 
hoping  to  meet  with  a  road  more  flieltered  than 
Karakakooa  Bay.  We  had  not  been  long  under 
fail,  when  the  king,  who  had  omitted  to  take  his 
leave  of  Captain  Gierke,  as  not  expedling  our  de- 
parture to  be  fo  fudden,  came  after  the  fliips,  ac- 
companied by  the  young  prince,  in  a  failing  canoe, 
bringing  with  them  ten  large  hogs,  a  great  number 
of  fowls,  and  a  fmall  turtle  (a  great  rarity)  with 
bread-fruit  in  abundance.  They  alfo  brought  with 
them  great  quantities  of  cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  and 
fugar-canes.  Befides  other  perfons  of  diftindion, 
who  accompanied  the  king,  there  was  an  old  prieft, 
who  had  always  fliewn  a  particular  attachment  to 
Captain  Gierke,  and  who  had  not  been  unrewarded 
for  his  civility,  '  It  being  rather  late  when  they 
reached  the  Difcovery,  they  ftaid  on  board  but  a  few 
hours,  and  then  all  departed,  except  the  old  prieft, 
and  fome  girls,  who  had  the  King's  permiiTion  to 
remain  on  board,  till  they  fhould  arrive  at  fome  of 
the  neighbouring  ifles.  We  were  now  fteermg  with 
a  fine  breeze,  but  juft  at  the  clofe  of  the  evening, 
to  our  great  mortification,  the  wind  died  away,  and 
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a  great  fwell  fucceeding,  with  a  (trong  current  fet- 
ting  right  in  for  ftiore,  we  were  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger, particularly  the  Difcovery,  of  being  driven 
upon  the  rocks.  At  this  time  the  old  prieft,  who 
had  been  fent  to  fleep  in  the  great  cabin,  leaped 
over- board  unfeen  with  a  large  piece  of  Ruffian  filk. 
Captain  Gierke's  property,  and  fvvam  to  Ihore. 

On  Friday  the  5th,  we  had  calm  weather,  and 
made  but  little  way.  Seeing  a  large  canoe  between 
us  and  the  fhore,  we  hove  to  for  her  coming  up, 
and  to  our  great  furprize  perceived  the  old  king, 
with  feveral  of  his  chiefs,  having  with  them  the 
prieft  who  had  ftolcn  the  filk,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
whom  the  king  delivered  to  Captain  Clerke,  at  the 
fame  time  requefting  that  his  fault  might  be  for- 
given. The  king  being  told  his  requeft  was  granted, 
unbound  him,  and  fet  him  at  Hberty ;  telling  the  cap- 
tain that,  feeing  him  with  the  filk,  he  judged  it 
was  not  his  own,  therefore  ordered  him  to  be  ap- 
prehended ;  and  had  taken  this  method  of  expofing 
him,  for  having  injured  his  friend.  This  was  a 
fmgular  inftance  of  juftice,  which  we  did  not  ex* 
peft  to  fee  among  thefe  people.  As  foon  as  they 
had  delivered  the  filk,  which  the  king  refufed  to  ac- 
cept, they  departed.  Having  a  light  breeze  in  the 
night,  we  made  a  little  progrefs  to  the  northward. 

On  Saturday  the  6th,  in  the  morning,  we  were 
abreaft  of  a  deep  bay,  called  by  the  natives  Toe- 
yah-yah.  We  flattered  ourfelves  with  finding  a 
commodious  harbour  here  ;  for  we  faw  fome  fine 
ftreams  of  water  to  the  N.  E.  and  the  whole  ap- 
peared to  be  well  Iheltered.  Thefe  obfervations 
feeming  to  tally  with  the  accounts  given  by  Koah, 
who  was  now  on  board  the  Refolution,  the  maftcr 
was  fent  in  the  pinnace,  with  Koah  as  his  guide, 
to  examine  the  bay  ;  but,  before  they  fet  off,  Koah 
altered  his  name,  out  of  compliment  to  us,  to  that 
of  Britannee.  In  the  afternoon,  the  weather  be- 
came gloomy,  and  fuch  violent  gufis  of  wind  blew 
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ofF  the  land,  that  we  were  obliged  to  take  in  all  the 
Tails,  and  bring  to,  under  the  mizen-ftay-fail.  Soon 
after  the  gale  began,  all  the  canoes  left  us ;  and  Mr, 
Bligh,  on  his  return,  preferved  an  old  woman  and 
two  men  from  drowning,  whofe  canoe  had  been 
overfet  in  the  ftorm.  We  had  feveral  women  re- 
maining on  board,  whom  the  natives,  in  their  hurry- 
to  depart,  had  left  to  fliift  for  themfelves.  Mr. 
Bligh  reported,  that  he  had  landed  at  a  village  on  the 
north  lide  of  the  bay,  where  he  was  fliewn  fome 
wells  of  water,  that  would  not,  by  any  means,  an- 
fwer  our  purpofe ;  that  he  proceeded  farther  into 
the  bay  ;  where,  inftcad  of  finding  good  anchorage, 
he  obferved  the  fhores  to  be  low,  and  a  flat  bed  of 
coral  rocks  extended  along  the  coaft,  and  upwards 
of  a  mile  from  the  land  j  the  depth  of  water,  on 
the  outfide,  being  twenty  fathoms.  During  this, 
furvcy  Britannee  had  contrived  to  llip  away.  His 
information  having  proved  erroneous,  he  might, 
perhaps,  be  afraid  of  returning.  In  the  evening 
the  weather  became  more  moderate,  when  we  again 
made  fail ;  but  it  blew  fo  violently  about  midnight, 
as  to  fplit  the  fore  and  main-top  fails. 

On  Sunday  the  7th,  in  the  morning,  we  bent 
frefh  fails.  Being  now  about  four  or  five  leagues 
fro«i  the  fhore,  and  the  weather  very  un fettled,  the 
canoes  would  not  venture  off,  fo  that  our  female 
guefts  were  under  the  neceility  of  remaining  with 
us,  though,  at  this  time,  much  againft  their  in- 
clination i  for  they  were  all  exceedingly  fea  fick, 
and  many  of  them  had  left  their  infants  on  fhore. 
The  weather  continued  fqually,  yet  we  flood  in  for 
land,  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  being  within  three 
leagues  of  it,  we  faw  two  men  paddling  towards 
lis.  We  conjeftured,  that  they  had  been  driven  off 
the  fhore,  by  the  late  boifterous  weather  ;  and  there- 
fore flopped  the  fhip's  way,  in  order  to  take  them 
in,  Thelie  poor  wretches  were  fo  exhaufled  by  fa- 
tigue, that  had  not  one  of  the  natives  on  board 
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jumped  into  the  canoe  to  their  affiftance,  they  would 
hardly  have  been  able  to  fix  it  to  the  rope  thrown 
out  for  that  purpoie.  It  was  with  great  difijculty 
^hat  we  got  them  upi  the  fliip's  fide,  together  with 
a  child  about  four  years  of  age,  which  had  been 
lafhed  under  the  thwarts  of  the  canoe,  with  only  its 
head  above  the  water.  They  had  left  the  fhore  the 
morning  before,  and  had  been,  from  that  time, 
without  food  or  water.  The  ufual  precautions  were 
taken  in  giving  them  victuals,  and  the  child  being 
committed  to  the  care  of  the  women,  they  were  all 
perfeftly  recovered  by  the  next  morning.  At  mid- 
night a  gale  of  wind  coming  on,  we  were  obliged 
to  double  reef  the  top- fails,  and  get  down  the  top- 
gallant yards. 

On  Monday  the  8th,  at  day-break,  we  found  that 
the  fore-maft  had  again  given  way  ;  the  fifties  being 
fprung,  and  the  p^rts  fo  very  defective,  as  to  make 
it  abfolutely  necefTary  to  unflep  the  maft.  Captain 
Cook  for  fome  time  hefitated,  whether  he  fliould 
return  to  Karakaknoa,  or  take  the  chance  of  find- 
ing a  harbour  in  the  iflands  to  the  leeward.  The 
bay  was  not  fo  commodious,  but  that  a  better  m^ght 
probably  be  met  with,  either  for  repairing  the  ipafts, 
or  procuring  refrefhments  ;  the  latter  of  which,  it 
was  imagined,  the  neighbourhood  of  ivarakakooa 
had  lately  been  pretty  well  drained  of.  It  was,  on 
the  other  hand,  confidered,  as  an  imprudent  ftep, 
to  leave  a  tolerable  good  harbour,  which,  once  loft, 
could  not  be  regained,  for  the  mere  poflibility  of 
meeting  with  a  better  ;  efpecially,  as  the  failure  of 
fuch  a  contingency,  might  have  deprived  us  of  any 
refource.  We  now  ftood  on  towards  the  land,  to 
give  the  natives  on  fiiore  an  opportunity  of  releaf- 
ing  their  friends  on  board  ;  and,  about  noon,  when 
we  were  within  a  mile  of  the  fhore,  feveral  canoes 
came  off  to  us,  but  fo  loaded  with  people,  that  no 
room  could  be  found  for'any  of  our  guefls ;  the 
pinnace  was  therefore  hoiftcd  out  to  land  them  i 
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and  the  mafter  who  commanded  it,  was  indruded 
to  examine  the  fouth  coalh  of  the  bay  for  water, 
but  returned  without  fuccefs.  Variable  vinds,  and 
a  ftrong  current  to  the  northward,  retarded  their 
return. 

On  Tuefday  the  9th,  at  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.  it 
blew  very  hard  from  the  S.  E.  which  occafioned  us 
to  clofe  reef  the  top-fails. 

On  Wednefday  the  loth,  at  two  o'clock,  A.  M. 
in  a  heavy  fquall,  we  found  ourfelves  clofe  in  with 
the  breakers,  to  the  northward  of  the  weft  point  of 
Owhyhee.  We  had  jull  room  to  avoid  them,  and 
fired  feveral  guns  to  alarm  the  Difcovery,  and  ap- 
prize her  of  danger.  In  the  forenoon,  the  weather 
had  been  more  moderate.  A  few  canoes  ventured 
to  come  off  to  us,  when  we  were  informed  by  thofe 
belonging  to  them,  that  much  raifchief  had  been 
occafioned  by  the  late  ftorms,  and  that  a  great  many- 
canoes  had  been  loft.  We  kept  beating  to  wind- 
ward the  remainder  of  the  day  ;  and.  in  the  even- 
ing, were  within  a  mile  of  Karakakooa  Bay  ;  but 
we  ftpod  off  and  on  till  day-light,  the  next  morn- 
ing, when  we  caft  anchor  in  our  old  ftation. 

On  Thurfday  the  i  ith,  and  part  of  the  12th,  all 
hands  were  employed  in  getting  out  the  fore-mail, 
and  conveying  it  on  fhore.  Befides  the  damage 
which  the  head  of  the  maft  had  fuftained,  the  heel 
of  it  was  found  by  the  carpenters,  exceeding  rot- 
ten, having  a  large  hole  in  the  middle.  As  the  nc- 
ceffary  repairs  were  likely  to  take  up  feveral  days, 
Mr.  Bayly  and  Mr.  King  got  the  aftronomical  ap- 
paratus on  fhore,  and  pitched  their  tents  on  the 
moral,  guarded  by  a  corporal  and  fix  marines.  A 
friendly  intercourfe  was  renewed  with  the  priefls, 
who,  for  our  greater  fecurity,  tabooed  the  place  with 
their  wands  as  before.  The  fail-makers  were  fent 
on  fhore  to  repair  the  damages,  in  their  department, 
fuftained  by  the  late  heavy  gales.  They  occupied 
s^  houfc  adjoining  to  t^e  morai,  that  was  lent  us 
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by  the  priefts.  Sach  were  the  arrangements  on 
Ihore.  But  on  coming  to  anchor  in  the  bay,  our 
reception  was  fo  very  different  from  what  it  had 
been  upon  our  firft  arrival,  that  we  were  all  ailo- 
nifhed :  no  fhouts  were  heard,  no  buftle  or  confu- 
fion,  by  the  motions  of  the  natives,  were  per- 
xeived  ;  but  v/e  found  ourfelves  in  a  folitary,  de- 
ferted  bay,  with  hardly  a  friend  appearing,  or  a 
canoe  (lirring.  Their  curiofity,  indeed,  might  be 
fuppofed  to  be  diminiflied  by  this  time ;  but  the 
hofpitable  treatment  we  had  been  continually  fa- 
voured with,,  and  the  friendly  manner  in  which  we 
parted,  induced  us  to  expect  that,  on  our  return, 
they  would  have  received  us  with  the  greatell  de- 
monftrations  of  joy.  Various  were  our  conjectures 
on  the  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  appearance,  when 
our  anxiety  was  in  part  relieved  by  the  return  of 
our  boat,  the  crew  of  which  brought  us  inteUi- 
gence,  that  Terreeoboo  was  abfent,  and  that  the 
bay  was  tabooed.  This  account  appeared  very  fa- 
tisfactory  to  many  of  our  company  -,  but  fome  were 
of  opinion,  that  there  was,  at  this  time,  fomewhat 
very  fufpicious  in  the  behaviour  of  the  natives  ;  and 
that  the  taboo,  or  interdiction,  on  pretence  of  the 
king's  abfence,  was  contrived  artfully,  to  afibrd 
him  time  to  confult  his  chiefs  in  what  manner  we 
ihould  be  treated.  Whether  thofe  fufpicions  were 
well  founded,  or  the  account  given  by  the  natives 
was  the  truth,  we  were  never  able  to  afcertain.  For 
though  it  is  not  improbable,  that  our  fudden  re- 
turn, for  which  they  could  fee  no  apparent  caufe, 
and  the  neceiiity  of  which  we  afterwards  found  it 
very  difficult  to  make  them  comprehend,  might 
occafion  fome  alarm  ;  yet  the  unfufpicious  conduct 
of  Terreeoboo,  who,  on  his  fuppofed  arrival,  the 
next  morning,  came  immediately  to  vilit  Captain 
Cook,  and  the  confequent  return  of  the  natives  to 
their  former  friendly  intercourfe  with  us,  are  flrong 
proofs  that  they  neither  meant,  nor  apprehended, 
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any  change  of  condud.  In  fupport  of  this  opi- 
nion, we  may  add  the  account  of  another  accident, 
precifely  of  the  fame  kind  which  happened  to  us, 
on  our  firft  vifit,  the  day  before  the  king's  arrival. 
A  native  having  fold  a  hog  on  board  our  fliip,  and 
received  the  price  agreed  on,  Pareea,  who  faw  the 
tranfaction,  advifed  the  feller  not  to  part  with  his 
hog,  without  an  advanced  price.  For  his  inter- 
ference in  this  bufmefs,  he  was  harfhly  fpoken  to, 
and  pufhed  away  ;  and  as  the  taboo  was  foon  laid  oa 
the  bay,  we,  at  iirft,  fuppofed  it  to  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  affront  offered  to  the  chief.  Both 
thefe  events  ferve  to  (hew  how  extremely  dilHcult 
it  is  to  draw  any  certain  conclulion  from  the  con- 
duct of  a  people,  with  whofe  language  and  cufloms 
we  were  fo  imperfeclly  acquainted.  Some  idea, 
however,  may  be  formed  of  the  difficulties  thofc 
have  to  encounter,  who  in  their  intercourfe  with 
thefe  flrangers,  are  obliged  to  fleer  their  courfe  in 
the  midft  of  uncertainties,  when  the  mofl  ferious 
confequences  may  be  expected  by  only  imaginary 
offences.  However  true  or  falfe  our  conjedures 
may  be,  it  is  certain  this  day,  the  12th,  things  went 
on  in  their  ufual  quiet  courfe. 

On  Saturday  the  j  ^th,  at  the  approach  of  even- 
ing, the  officer  who  commanded  the  watering  party 
of  the  Dilcovery,  came  to  inform  Mr.  King,  that 
feveral  chiefs  were  afTembJed  near  the  beach,  and 
were  driving  av»'ay  the  natives,  who  affiited  thefai- 
lors  in  rolling  the  calks  to  the  fhore ;  declaring,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  their  behaviour  feemed  to  be  very 
fufpicious,  and  he  imagined  they  would  give  him 
fome  farther  difturbance.  Mr.  King,  agreeable  to 
his  requeil,  fent  a  marine  with  him,  but  permitted 
him  to  take  only  his  fide  arms.  The  oflicer,  in  a 
ihort  time,  returned,  and  informed  Mr.  King,  that  the 
inhabitants  had  armed  themfel/es  with  ftones,  and 
were  become  very  tumultuous.  Mr.  King  therefore 
went  himfelf  to  the  watering  place,  attended  by  a 
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marine  with  his  murquet.  Seeing  them  approach, 
the  iflanders  threw  away  their  ftones,  and,  on  Mr. 
King's  application  to  fome  of  the  chiefs,  the  mob 
was  difperfed.  Every  thing  being  now  quiet,  Mr. 
King  went  to  meet  Captain  Cook,  who  was  coming 
on  fliore  in  the  pinnace.  He  related  to  the  com- 
modore all  that  had  recently  happened,  and  received 
orders  to  fire  ball  at  the  offenders,  fhould  they  again 
behave  infolently,  and  in  cafe  of  their  beginning 
to  throw  ftones.  In  confequence  of  thefe  orders 
Mr.  King  commanded  the  corporal  to  give  direc- 
tions, that  the  fentinels  pieces  fhould  be  loaded  with 
ball,  inftead  of  (hot.  On  our  return  to  the  tents> 
we  heard  a  continued  fire  of  the  mufquets  from  the 
Difcovery,  which  we  obferved  to  be  directed  at  a 
canoe,  that  we  faw  paddling  towards  the  fliore,  in 
great  hafte,  and  purfued  by  one  of  our  fmall  boats. 
We  immediately  concluded,  that  the  firing  was  in 
confequence  of  fome  theft,  and  Captain  Cook 
ordered  Mr.  King  to  follow  him  with  a  marine 
armed,  and  to  endeavour  to  feize  the  people  as  they 
came  on  fhore.  Accordingly,  we  ran  towards  the 
place  where  we  imagined  the  canoe  would  land, 
but  were  too  late  ;  the  people  having  quitted  it, 
and  made  their  efcape  into  the  country  before  our 
arrival.  We  were  at  this  time  ignorant,  that  the 
goods  had  been  already  reftored  ;  and  thinking  it 
probable,  from  the  circumftances  we  had  at  firft  ob- 
ferved, that  they  might  be  of  importance,  for  this 
reafon,  we  were  unwilling  to  rehnquilh  our  hopes 
of  recovering  them.  Having  therefore  enquired 
of  the  natives  which  way  the  fugitves  had  gone, 
we  followed  them,  till  it  was  near  darkj  when 
judging  ourfelves  to  be  three  miles  from  the  tents, 
and  fufpecling  that  the  natives,  who  frequently  en- 
couraged us  in  the  purfuit,  were  amufing  us  with 
fille  information,  we  thought  it  in  vain  to  continue 
our  fearch  any  longer,  and  therefore  returned  to 
the  beach.     During  our  abfcnce  a  difference  of  a 
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more  ferious  nature  had  happened.     The  officer 
who  had  been  difpatched  in  the  fmall  boat  after  the 
thieves,  and  who  was  returning  on  board  with  the 
goods  that  had  been  reftored,  feeing  Captain  Cook 
and  Mr.  King  engaged  in  the  purfuit  of  the  offen- 
ders, feized   a  canoe  which  was  drawn  upon  the 
fliore.     This  canoe  belonged  to  Pareea,  our  friend, 
who  at  that  inftant,  arriving  from  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery,   claimed  his  property,   and  protefted  his 
innocence.     However,  the   officer  periifted  in  de- 
taining it,  in  which  he  was  encouraged  by  the  crew 
of  the  pinnace,  then  waiting  for  the  commodore. 
The  confequence  of  this  imprudent  condu6l  was, 
what  might  have  been  expeded  :  a  fcuffie  enfued  ; 
and  Pareea  unfortunately  was  knocked  down,  by 
a  violent  blow  on  the  head  with  an  oar.     Several  of 
the  natives,  who  had  hitherto  been  unconcerned 
fpeclators,  began   now  to  attack  our  people  with 
fuch  a  Ihower  of  ftones,  that  they  were  compelled 
to  make  a  precipitate  retreat,  and  fwam  off  to  a 
rock,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  fhore.    The 
pinace  was  plundered  immediately  by  the  natives, 
and  would  have  been  entirely  demolifhed,  had  not 
Pareea  interpofed,  who  had  not  only  recovered  frora> 
his  blow,  but  had  alfo  forgot  it  at  the  fame  inftant. 
He  ordered  the  crowd  to  difperfe,  and  beckoned  to 
our  people  to  come  and  take  pofTeffion  of  the  pin- 
nace; and  afterwards  affured  them,  that  he  would 
ufe  his  influence  to  get  the  things  reftored  which 
had  been  taken  out  of  it.     After  their  departure, 
he  followed  them  in  his  canoe,  carrying  them  a 
midftiipman's  cap,  and  fome  other  articles ;  and  ex- 
preffing  much  concern  at  what  had  happened,  begged 
-to  know,  if  the  Orono  would  kill  him  ?  And,  whe- 
ther he  might  be  permitted  to  go  on  board  the  next 
day  ?  He  was  alfured  that  he  would  be  well  re- 
ceived ;  upon  which  he  joined  nofes  with  the  offi- 
cers (their  ufual  token  of  amity)  and  paddled  over 
to  Kowrowa.    When  thefe  particulars  were  related 
No.  71.  XI  (^  ;o 
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to  Captain  Cook,  he  was  exceedingly  concerned ;  and 
when  the  captain  and  Mr.  King  were  returning  on 
board,  the  former  exprcfled  his  fears,  that  thefe 
iflanders  would  oblige  him,  though  much  againft 
his  inclination,  to  ufe  violent  mealures  with  them; 
adding,  tliey  muft  not  be  permitted  to  fuppofe  that 
they  had  gained  an  advantage  over  us.  It  was  too 
late  to  take  any  fteps  this  evening,  the  commodore 
therefore  only  gave  orders,  that  every  native  fhould 
be  immediately  turned  out  of  the  fliips.  This  or- 
der having  been  executed,  Mr.  King  returned  to 
his  ftation  on  fliore  ;  and  the  events  of  the  day 
having  much  abated  our  former  confidence  in  the 
natives,  we  polled  a  double  guard  on  the  morai, 
with  orders  to  fend  to  Mr.  King  and  let  him  know, 
if  any  of  the  natives  were  feen  lurking  about  the 
beach.  At  1 1  o'clock,  five  of  the  natives  were  feen 
creeping  round  the  bottom  of  the  morai :  they  ap- 
proached filently  with  great  caution,  but,  perceiv- 
ing they  were  difcovered,  immediately  retired  out 
of  fight.  At  midnight,  one  of  them  ventured  very 
near  the  obfervatory,  when  one  of  the  fentinels  firad 
over  him  ;  whereupon  he,  with  fome  others,  fled 
with  great  precipitation,  and  we  had  no  farther 
moleftation  during  the  remainder  of  the  night. 
The  temper  of  thefe  iflanders  was  now  totally 
changed  ;  and  for  fome  days  paft,  as  may  be  feen 
from  our  journal,  they  became  more  and  more 
troublefome.  In  the  courfe  of  this  day,  feveral 
parties  of  them  were  bufy  in  rolling  itones  from  the 
edge  of  the  hill,  with  a  view,  as  was  fuppofed,  to 
annoy  the  fiiips ;  but  thefe  were  at  too  great  a  dif- 
tance  to  receive  any  damage ;  however,  the  com- 
modore looking  upon  this  as  an  infuit,  ordered  fome 
of  otir  great  guns  to  be  fired  among  them,  and,  in 
lefs  than  ten  minutes,  not  an  Indian  was  to  be  feen 
near  the  place.  In  the  afternoon  Terreeobqo  came 
on  board,  and  complained  of  our  having  killed  two 
of  his  people,  intimating,  at  the  fame  time,  that 

they 
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they  had  not  the  h2(\:  intention  of  hurtin^^;  ns. 
He  continued  on  board  near  two  hours,  amufing 
himfelt  with  feeins;  our  armourers  work,  and  re- 
quelled  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  make  hml 
a  pahooa  (an  inllrument  ufed  in  battle,  when  they 
come  to  dole  quarters)  which  was  immediately 
done. 

Sunday,  the  14th  of  February,  1779.  This  is 
that  memorable  day,  in  which  are  comprized  the 
afFeclin^j;  incidents,  and  melancholy  particulars,  that 
concluded  with  the  aflallination  of  our  beloved  and 
honoured  commodore.  Very  early  in  the  morning, 
a  party  of  the  iflanders  were  perceived,  who  made 
a  great  lamentation,  and  moved  flowly  along  to  the 
beatir.g  of  a  drum,  that  gave  fcarcely  a  ftroke  in  a 
minute.  From  this  circumftance  our  people  fup- 
pofed,  they  were  burying  the  dead  who  had  been 
killed  the  preceding  day.  At  day-break  Mr.  King 
repaired  on  board  the  Kefolution,  in  order  to  exa- 
mine the  time-keeper.  In  his  way  thither,  he  was 
hailed  by  the  Difcovery,  and  received  the  alarming 
information,  that  their  cutter  had  been  ilolen,  in 
fome  time  of  the  night,  from  the  buoy,  w^here  it 
was  moored.  The  boat's  painter  had  been  cut  two 
fathoms  from  the  bouy,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
rope  was  gone  with  the  boat.  This  gave  caufe  fuf- 
ficient  to  fufpect  that  fome  villainy  was  hatching  by 
the  iflandcrs,  and  that  ill  confequences  would  fol- 
low fuch  a  daring  theft.  With  thefe  thoughts  Mr. 
King  hallened  on  board  the  Refolution,  whofe  whole 
company  were  by  this  time  in  motion.  On  his  ar- 
rival, he  found  the  marines  arming,  the  crew  pre- 
paring to  warp  the  fhip  nearer  to  the  fhore,  and 
Captain  Cook  loading  his  double  barrel  gun.  He 
began  with  a  relation  of  what  had  happened  in  the 
night  at  the  morai,  when  the  commodore  inter- 
rupted him  with  fome  eaganefs,  and  informed  hira 
of  the  lofs  of  the  Difcovcry's  cutter,  and  of  the 
preparations  he  was  making  to  recover  iti  adding, 
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that  he  was  refolved  to  feize  Terreeoboo,  and  to 
confine  him  on  board  till  the  boat  fliould  be  re- 
turned. It  had  been  Captain  Cook's  ufual  practice, 
in  all  the  illands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  he„had  vilited, 
whenever  any  thing  of  confequence  had  been  ftolen 
by  the  natives,  to  get  their  king,  or  fome  of  the 
principal  earees  on  board,  where  he  detained  them 
as  priioners,  till  the  property  that  had  been  loft  was 
reftored  ;  and  this  method  having  hitherto  proved 
fuccefstul,  he  meant  to  pui  fuc  it  on  the  prefent  oc- 
calion.  In  confequence  of  this  hafty  determination, 
the  c^m.modore  gave  orders  to  ftop  every  canoe  that 
fliould  attempt  to  leave  the  bay ;  having  refolved 
to  feize,  and  deftroy  them,  if  the  cutter  could  not 
be  recovered  by  lenient  meafures.  To  this  end  the 
boats  of  both  fliips,  properly  manned  and  armed, 
were  Rationed  acrofs  the  bay.  The  iflanders  ob- 
ferving  our  motions,  and  feeing  the  fliips  warping 
towards  the  towns,  of  which  there  were  two,  one 
on  each  fide  of  the  harbour,  they  concluded  that 
our  defign  was  to  feize  their  boats.  In  confequence 
of  which  conjecture,  moft  of  their  large  war  canoes 
took  the  alarm,  and  were  making  off,  when  our 
guns,  loaded  with  grape  and  canifter  fhot,  drove 
them  back. 

Between  the  hours  of  feven  and  eight  o*clock. 
Captain  Cook  and  Mr  King  quitted  the  fliip  toge- 
ther J  the  former  in  the  pinnace,  having  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, and  nine  marines  with  him ;  and  the  latter  in 
a  fmall  boat.  The  laft  orders  Captain  Cook  gave 
Mr.  King,  were,  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people 
on  his  fide  of  the  bay,  by  the  fliongeft  afTurances 
that  they  fhould  not  be  injured  ;  to  keep  his  people 
together,  and  to  be  continually  on  his  guard.  Cap- 
tain Cook  and  Mr.  King  then  parted  ;  the  former 
intending  to  proceed  to  Kowrowa,  where  Terreeo- 
boo reiided,  and  the  Utter  to  the  beach.  When 
Mr.  King  had  landed,  he  perceived  many  of  the 
warriors  of  Owhyhce  were  cloathed  in  their  mili- 
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tafy  mats,  though  without  arms  -,  that  they  were 
gathering  together  in  a  body  from  every  direction ; 
and  that  they  afliimed  a  very  different  countenance 
to  what  they  uiually  wore  upon  all  former  occa- 
fions  ;  he  therefore,  when  arrived  at  his  ftation  oq 
fliore,  iffued  ftricl  orders  to  the  marines,  to  conti- 
nue within  the  tent,  to  charge  their  mufquets  with 
ball,  and  not,  on  any  confideration,  to  quit  their 
arms.  This  done,  he  waited  upon  old  Kaoo,  and 
the  priefts,  at  their  refpeclive  huts,  and  explained 
to  them,  as  well  as  he  was  able,  the  reafon  of  the 
hoftile  preparations,  which  had  fo  exceedingly 
alarmed  them.  He  found  they  were  no  ftrangers 
to  our  lofs  of  the  cutter,  and  affured  them,  that 
though  the  commodore  was  refolved  not  only  to 
recover  it,  but  to  punifh,  in  the  moft  exemplary 
manner,  the  perpetrators  of  the  theft  •,  yet  they, 
and  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  village,  on  our  lide, 
need  not  be  alarmed,  nor  apprehend  the  lead  dan- 
ger from  us.  He  defired  the  priefts  to  communis 
cate  the  motives  by  which  we  were  actuated  in  ouc 
prefent  conduct,  to  the  people,  and  tointreat  thera 
not  to  entertain  groundlefs  fears,  but,  confiding  in 
our  declarations,  to  remain  peaceable  and  quiet. 
Mr.  King  having  thus  made  known  our  real  inten- 
tion, Kaoo  afked,  with  great  emotion,  if  Terreeo- 
boo,  the  king,  was  to  be  hurt  ?  Mr.  King  declared 
he  was  not ;  upon  which  both  Kaoo  and  the  reft  of 
the  priefts  feemed  much  fatisfied  with  this  alTurance. 
In  the  interval  of  thefe  tranfaclions,  Captain  Cook 
having  called  off  the  launch  from  the  N.  pait  of  the 
Bay,  and  taken  it  with  him,  landed,  regardlefs  of 
appearances,  at  Kowrowa,  with  Mr.  Phillips,  lieu- 
tenant of  the  marines,  a  ferjeant,  and  nine  privates. 
He  proceeded  immediately  into  the  village,  where 
he  was  received  refpe(ftfully  ;  the  people,  as  ufual, 
proftrating  themfelves  before  him,  and  making  their 
accuftomed  offerings  of  fmall  hogs  ;  but  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  chiefs  were  ii^  fome  confternation 
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on  feeing  the  captain  and  his  guard,  and  that  they 
foon  difappeared  one  after  another.     The  commo- 
dore perceiving  that  his  main  defign  was  not  fuf- 
pected,  the  next  ftep  he  took  was,  to  enquire  for 
the  king,  and  the  two  boys,  his  fons,  who  had  been 
his  conftant  guefts  on  board  the  Refolution.     In  a 
ihort  time  the  boys  returned,  with  fome  of  the 
natives  who  had  been  fent  in  learch  of  them  ;  and 
conducted  Captain  Cook  to  the  habitation  where 
Terreeoboo  had  flept.    The  old  king  had  juft  awoke, 
and  the  captain  addreiTed  him  in  the  mildeil  terms  ; 
alTuring  him,  that  no  violence  M^as  intended  againil 
his  peribn,  or  any  of  his  people  ;  but  only  againft 
thofe  who  had  been  guilty  of  a  moil:  unprecedented 
acl  of  robbery,  by  cutting  from  her  moorings  one 
of  the  {hip*s  boats,  without  which  they  could  nei- 
ther conveniently  water,  nor  carry  on  the  necefl'ary 
communication  with  the  fliore ;  requiring  of  the 
king,  at  the  fame  time,  to  give  orders  for  the  cut- 
ter to  be  reftored  without  delay  ;  and  requefting 
his  company  with  him  on  board,  till  his  orders 
ihould  be  carried  into  execution.     Terreeoboo,  in 
reply,  protefted  his  total  ignorance  of  the  theft ; 
faid  he  was  very  ready  to  aflift  in  difcovering  the 
author  of  it,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  fee  him  pu^ 
nifhed  •  but  he  fliewed  great  unwiUingnefs  to  truft 
his  perfon  with  thofe  who  had  lately  exercifed  un- 
ufual  feverities   againft  his  people.     He  was  told, 
that  the  tumultuous  appearance  of  his  people,  and 
their  repeated  depredations,  made  fome  uncommon 
feverities   neceffary ;  but  that   not  the  leaft  hurt 
fhould  be  done  to   the  meaneft  inhabitant  of  his 
ifland  by  any  perfon  belonging  to  the  ihips  ;  and  all 
that  v/as   neceifary  for  the  continuance  of  peace, 
was,  to  pledge  himfelf  for  the  honefty  of  his  peo- 
ple.^   With  that  view,  and  that  only,  he  came  to 
requeft  the  king  to  place  confidence  in  him,  and  to 
make  the  Refolution  his  home,  as  the  moft  effedlual 
means  of  putting  a  itop  to  the  robberies  that  were 
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daily  and  hourly  committed  by  his  people,  both  at 
the  tents,  and  on  board  the  fhips,  and  which  were 
now  fo  daring  as  to  become  infufferable.  The  king 
upon  this  remonftrance  arofe,  and  accepted  the  in- 
vitation. 

In  about  half  an  hour  Terreeoboo  fet  out  with 
Captain  Cook,  to  attend  him  on  board  ;  and  every 
thing  had  a  profperous  appearance.  The  two  boys 
were  already  in  the  pinnace,  and  the  reft  of  the 
party  were  approaching  the  water- fide;  when  a 
woman,  named  Kanee-kabereea,  the  mother  of  the 
boys,  and  one  of  Terreeoboo's  favourite  wives,  fol- 
lowed him,  and  with  many  tears  and  intreatics  be- 
fought  him  not  to  venture  on  board.  At  the  fame 
time,  two  warriors  who  came  along  with  her,  laid 
hold  of  the  king,  inlifting  he  fliould  proceed  no 
farther,  and  obliged  him  to  lit  down.  A  large  body 
of  the  iflanders  had  by  this  time  got  together,  who 
had  probably  been  alarmed  by  the  dilcharging  of 
the  great  guns,  and  the  hoftile  appearances  in  the 
the  bay.  They  now  began  to  behave  outrageoufly, 
and  to  infult  the  guard.  Thus  fituated,  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, lieutenant  of  the  marines,  perceiving  that  his 
men  were  huddled  together  in  the  crowd,  confe- 
quently  unable  to  ufe  their  arms,  ihould  there  be  a 
neceility  for  fo  doing,  propofed  to  the  commodore 
to  draw  them  up  along  the  rocks,  clofe  to  the  edge 
of  the  water,  upon  which  the  lieutenant  received 
orders  to  m.arch,  and,  if  any  one  oppofed,  to  fire 
upon,  or  inftantly  difpatch  him  ;  but  the  natives 
readily  making  way  for  them  to  pafs,  Mr.  Phillips 
drew  them  up  in  one  line,  v/ithin  about  thirty 
yards  of  the  place  where  Terreeoboo  was  fitting. 
Ihe  old  king  continued  all  this  time  on  the  ground. 
His  eyes  diffufed  gloomy  difcontent ;  his  head 
drooped,  and  his  whole  countenance  was  imprefTed 
with  every  mark  of  terror  and  dejection  ;  as  if  he 
was  poileiled  with  a  foreboding  confcioufnefs  of  the 
cataitrophe,  in  the  bloody  tragedy  that  was  now 
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about  to  be  aded.  Captain  Co(?Ic,  unwilling  to 
abandon  the  objedt  which  occafioned  him  to  come 
on  fliore,  urged  him  moft  earneftly  to  proceed  :  but^ 
on  the  other  hand,  if  the  king  appeared  inclined  to 
attend  him,  the  furrounding  chiefs  interpofed  :  at 
firfl  they  had  recourfe  to  entreaties  ;  but  afterwards 
to  force  and  violence,  and  even  infifted  on  his  re- 
tnaining  on  fliore  ;  and  the  word  Vv^as  given,  that 
Tootee  was  about  to  carry  off  their  king,  and  to 
kill  him. 

Captain  Cook,  at  length,  finding  that  the  alarm 
had  fpread  too  generally,  and  being  fenlible  that 
there  was  not  a  probability  of  getting  Terreeoboo 
off  without  much  bloodfhed,  thought  it  mofl  pru- 
dent to  give  up  the  point ;  obferving  to  Mr.  Phil- 
lips, that  it  would  be  impolTible  to  compel  the  king 
to  go  on  board,  without  running  the  rilk  of  killing 
a  c>reat  number  of  the  inhabitants.     Thus  the  en- 
terprize  was  abandoned  by  Captain  Cook ;  nor  did  it 
appear,  that  his  pcrfon  was  in  the  leaft  degree  of 
danger,  till  an  accident  happened,  the  report  of 
which  brought  forth  in  an  inftant  a  number  of  war- 
riors from  the  crowd,  and  occafioned  a  fatal  turn 
to  the  whole  affair.     The  boats  ftationed  acrofs  the 
bay,  having  fired  at  fome  war  canoes,  for  attempt- 
ing to  get  out,  had  unfortunately  killed  one  of  their 
principal  chiefs.     Intelligence  of  his  death  arrived 
at  the  fpot  where  the  commodore  then  was,  juft  as 
he  had  parted  from  the  king,    and  was  walking 
llowly  towards  the  fhore.     The  ferment  it  occa- 
iioned  was  immediately  too  confpicuous-,  the  wo- 
men and  children  were  immediately  fent  away,  and 
the  men  foon  put  on  their  war  mats,  and  arm.ed 
themfelves  with  fpears  and  flones.     One  of  the  na- 
tives having  provid,ed  himfelf  with  two  of  thefe 
miflive  weapons,  advanced  towards  Captain  Cook, 
flourifhing  a  long  iron  fpike,  orpahooa,  in  defiance, 
and  threatening  to  throw  the  ftone.     The  captain 
made  figns  for  him  to  defift,  but  the  man  perfiiling 
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in  his  infolence,  and  repeating  his  menaces  with 
ftrange  grimaces,  he  was  provoked  to  fire  a  charge 
of  fmall  fhot  at  him  ;  but  the  warrior  being  de- 
fended by  his  mat,  which  the  Ihot  could  not  pe- 
netrate, this  ferved  only  to  irritate  and  encourage 
the  iflanders,  whofe  fighting  men  now  pulhed  for- 
ward, throwing  whole  vollies  of  ftones  at  the  ma- 
rines. One  of  the  chiefs  attempted  to  ftab  Mr. 
Phillips  with  his  pahooa,  (fome  fay  the  very  fame 
that  was  made  by  our  armourers,  at  the  requeft  of 
the  king,  the  day  before)  but  not  fucceeding  in  this 
attempt,  he  received  from  him  a  blow  with  the  butt 
end  of  his  mufquet.  A  general  attack  with  ftones 
fucceeded,  and  the  quarrel  became  general.  Oa 
our  fide,  the  guns  from  the  fhips  began  to  pour  in 
their  fire  upon  the  multitude  of  natives,  as  did  like- 
wife  the  marine  guard,  and  thofe  from  the  boats ; 
neverthelefs,  though  the  flaughter  among  the  iflan- 
ders was  great,  yet,  enraged  as  they  were,  they 
Hood  an  inceffant  fire  with  aftonifhing  intrepidity  ; 
and,  without  giving  time  for  the  marines  to  charge 
again,  they  rufhed  in  upon  them  with  horrid  fhouts 
and  yells.  What  followed  was  a  fcene  of  horror 
and  confufion,  which  can  more  eafily  be  conceived 
than  related.  Four  of  the  marines,  corporal  Tho- 
mas, and  three  privates,  namely  Hinks,  Allen,  and 
Fadget,  retreated  among  the  rocks,  and  fell  victims 
to  the  fury  of  the  enemy.  Three  others  were  dan- 
geroufly  wounded ;  and  the  lieutenant,  wd:io  had 
received  a  ftab  between  the  fhoulders  with  a  pa- 
hooa, having  fortunately  referved  his  fire,  fhot  the 
man  who  had  wounded  him,  juft  as  he  was  going 
to  repeat  his  blow.  The  laft  time  our  commodore 
was  dillinftly  feen,  he  was  ftanding  at  the  water's 
edge,  ordering  the  boats  to  ceafe  firing,  and  pull 
in  ;  when  a  bafe  ailaliin,  coming  behind  him,  and 
ftriking  him  on  the  head  with  his  club,  felled  him 
to  the  ground,  in  fuch  a  direction,  that  he  lay  with 
Jiis  face  prone  in  the  water.  A  general  fhout  was 
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fet  up  by  the  iflanders  on  feeing  the  captain  fall, 
and  his  body  was  dragged  on  fhoie,  where  he  was 
furrounded  by  the  enemy,  who,  fnatchingthe  dag- 
ger from  each  other's  hands,  difplayed  a  favagei 
eagernefs  to  join  in  his  deftruction.  It  fhould  feenV 
that  their  vengeance  was  directed  chiefly  againft  our 
commodore,  by  whom  they  fuppofed  their  king- 
was  to  be  dragged  on  board,  and  puniflied  at  dif- 
cretion  ;  for,  having  fecured  his  body,  they  fled 
without  much  regarding  the  reft  of  the  flain,  one 
of  whom  they  threw  into  the  fea. 

Thus  ended  the  life  of  the  greateft  navigator  that 
this  or  any  other  nation  could  ever  boaft  of:  who 
led  his  crews  of  gallant  Britifli  feamen  twice  round 
the  world  ;  reduced  to  a  certainty  the  non-exiftence 
of  a  Southern  continent,  about  which  the  learned 
of  all  nations  were  in  doubt ;  fettled  the  boundaries 
of  the  earth  and  fea  ;  and  demonftrated  the  im- 
pradicability  of  a  N.  W.  paflage  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  great  Southern  Ocean, -for  which  our  ableft, 
geographers  had  contended,  and  in  purfuit  of  which 
vaft  funis  had  been  fpent  in  vain,  and  many  valua- 
ble mariners  had  miferably  perifhed.  His  death  was 
doubtlefs  premature  •,  yet  he  lived  to  accomplifii  the 
great  undertaking  for  which  he  feemed  particularly 
defigned.  How  hncerely  his  lofs  was  lamented, 
(we  fpeak  here  in  the  language  of  his  panegyrift) 
by  thofe  who  owed  their  lecurity  to  his  fliill  and 
conduct,  and  every  confolation  to  his  tendernefs 
and  humanity,  it  is  impoilible  todefciibe;  and  the 
taflv  would  be  equally  dillicult  to  reprefent  the  hor- 
ror, dejedion,  and  difmay,  which  followed  fo 
dreadful  and  unexpected  a  cataftrophe.  Let  us 
therefore  turn  from  i'o  mournful  a  fcene,  to  the 
plealing  contemplation  of  his  virtues,  character, 
Mid  public  fervices,  the  hiftory  of  which  our  rea- 
ders will  find  in  the  fubfequent  chapter. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP.      XV. 

HAVING  related  the  untimely  fate  of  our  ex« 
cellent  commander,  Captam  Cook,  we  now 
proceed  to  give  our  readers  fome  new  and  authen- 
tic particulars  of  the  life  of  this  great  navigator ; 
the  whole,  we  will  venture  to  affirm,  making  ^ 
more  correct:  and  complete  hiftorical  narrative,  on 
fo  interefting  a  lubjed,  than  has  hitherto  appeared 
in  any  edition  whatever  of  Captain  Cook's  voyages, 
under  whatever  authority  publiflicd,  or  however 
pompoully  fet  forth. 

The  late  Captain  James  Cook,  the  fubjecl  of  thefe 
memoirs,  v/as  born  at  Marton,  in  the  North  Riding 
of  Yorkfhire,  on  February  the  3d,  1728.  In  this 
particular,  we  may  contradict  the  ignorant  alTer- 
tions  foifted  on  the  public  by  editors  of  publica- 
tions of  the  like  kind  with  this  ;  but  we  reft  our 
credibility  on  the  authority  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Gren- 
lide,  whofe  certificate,  taken  from  the  regifter  of 
births  in  his  parifli,  is  now  in  the  poil'effion  ot  our 
publifher.  The  father  of  Captain  Cook  was  a  day 
labourer  to  a  farmer,  and  lived  in  a  fmall  village 
furrounded  with  mud  walls  ;  who  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Great  Ay  ton ;  where  he  was  employed  as 
a  peafant  by  the  hue  Thomas  Scuttowe,  Efq.  with 
whom  he  was  aillfted  by  young  Cook,  his  fon,  in 
the  different  branches  of  hufbandry.  At  the  age 
of  13,  this  youth  was  put  under  the  tuition  of  Mr, 
Pullen,  a  fchoolmafter  of  Ay  ton,  by  vvhom  he  was 
^  inftrucled  in  the  arts  of  writing,  common  book- 
keeping, &c.  and  he  is  faid  to  have  fhewn  an  un- 
common genius  in  his  application  to  the  fcveral 
rules  of  vulgar  arithmetic.  In  January,  1745,  at 
the  age  of  17,  his  father  bound  him  apprentice,  to 
learn  the  grocery  and  haberdaihery  bufinefs,  at 
Snaifh  3  but  his  natural  inclination  not  having  been 
confulted  on  this  occahon,  he  foon  quitted  the 
II  R  2  counter 
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counter  in  difguft,  after  a  year  and  a  half's  fervi- 
tude  ;  and  having  contracted  a  ftrong  propenfity  to 
the  fea,  his  mafter,  willing  to  indulge  him  in  fol^ 
lowing  the  bent  of  his  inclination,  gave  up  readily 
his  indentures.  In  July,  1746,  he  was  bound  ap- 
prentice to  Mr.  Walker,  of  Whitby,  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  which  time  he  ferved  to  his  mafter*s 
full  fatisfaclion.  Under  him  he  firft  failed  on  board 
the  fliip  Freelove,  employed  chiefly  in  the  coal  trade 
from  Newcaftle  to  London.  In  the  fpringof  1750, 
Mr.  Cook  fhipped  himfelf  as  a  feaman  on  board  the 
Maria,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Gafkin  ;  in 
which  veffel  he  continued  all  that  year,  in  the  Bal- 
tic trade.  In  1753,  ^^  entered  on  board  His  Ma- 
jefty's  fhip  the  Eagle  ;  "  having  a  mind,"  as  he  ex- 
preffed  himfelf,  "  to  try  his  fortune  that  way.'* 
Some  time  after,  the  Eagle  failed  with  another  fri- 
gate on  a  cruife,  in  which  they  were  very  fuccefs- 
ful. 

In  the  year  1758,  we  find  this  rifing  mariner, 
mailer  of  the  Northumberland,  the  flag  fhip  of 
Lord  Colville,  who  had  then  the  command  of  a 
fquadron  Rationed  on  the  coafl:  of  America.  It  wag 
here,  as  he  has  often  been  heard  to  fay,  that,  during 
a  hard  winter,  he  firft  read  Euclid,  and  applied  to 
the  ftudy  of  the  mathematics  and  aftronomy,  with- 
out any  afiiftance  than  what  a  few  books,  and  his 
own  induftry  afforded.  At  the  fame  time,  that  he 
thus  found  means  to  cultivate  his  underftanding, 
improve  his  mind,  and  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  an 
early  education,  he  was  engaged  in  mod  of  the 
bufy  and  active  fcenes  of  the  war  in  Ameiica.  At 
the  fiege  of  Quebec,  Sir  Charles  Saunders  com- 
mitted to  liis  charge  the  execution  of  fervices,  of 
the  firft  importance  in  the  naval  department.  He 
piloted  the  boats  to  the  attack  of  Montmorency  ; 
^conducled  the  embarkation  to  the  heights  of  Abra- 
ham, examined  the  paft'age,  and  laid  buoys  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  large  Ihips  in  proceeding  up  the 

river. 
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river.  The  courage  and  addrefs  with  which  he  ac- 
quitted himfelf  in  thefe  fervices,  gained  him  the 
warm  friendfhip  of  Sir  Charles  Saunders  and  Lord 
Colville,  who  continued  to  patronize  him  during 
the  reft  of  their  lives,  with  the  greateft  zeal  and 
affedioQ. 

On  the  ift  of  April  1760,  he  received  acommif- 
fion  as  a  lieutenant,  and  foon  after  a  fpecimen  of 
thofe  abilities,  which  recommended  him  to  the  com- 
mands, in  the  execution  whereof  he  fo  highly  diff 
played  his  merit,  that  his  name  will  be  handed  down 
to  Ipofterity,  as  one  of  the  moft  Ikilful  navigators 
which  this  country  hath  produced.  In  1  765  he  was 
wrth  Sir  William  Barnaby,  on  the  Jamaica  ftation  ; 
and  behaved  in  fuch  a  manner  as  gained  him  the 
approbation  of  the  admiral.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  he  was  appointed,  through  the  recom- 
mendation of  Lord  Colville,  and  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
to  furvey  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  coafts 
of  Newfoundland.  In  this  employment  he  conti- 
nued till  the  year  1767,  when  the  Royal  Society  re- 
folved,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  fend  a  navigator 
into  the  South  Seas,  to  obferve  the  Tranlit  of  the 
planet  Venus  over  the  Sun's  dilk  j  and  Otaheite  be- 
ing fixed  upon,  the  Endeavour,  a  ihip  built  for  the 
coal  trade,  was  put  into  commiflion,  and  the  com- 
mand of  her  given  to  Lieutenant,  the  late  Captain 
Cook,  who  was  appointed  with  Mr.  Charles  Green 
to  obferve  the  Tranfit.  In  this  voyage  he  was  ac- 
companied by  Jofeph  Banks,  Efq.  fince  Sir  Jofeph, 
and  Dr.  Solander,  and  other  ingenious  artifts.  The 
Tranfit  of  Venus  was  obferved  in  different  parts  of 
the  ifland,  and  the  captain  returned,  after  having  be- 
ing abfent  almoft  three  years,  in  which  period  he  had 
made  difcoveries  equal  to  all  the  navigators  of  his 
country,  from  the  time  of  Columbus  to  the  prefent. 
From  this  period,  as  his  fervices  increafed  in  ufeful- 
nefs  to  the  public,  fo  his  reputation  advanced  to  a 
height  too  great  for  our  encomiums  to  reach.  Per- 
haps 
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haps  no  fcicnce  ever  received  greater  additions  front 
the  labours  of  a  fingle  man,  than  geography  has 
done  from  thofe  of  Captain  Cook  ;  v/ho,  in  his  firft 
voyage  to  the  South  Seas  difcovercd  the  Society 
Ifles  ;  determined  the  infularity  of  New  Zealand  ; 
difcovered  the  ftraits  which  feparate  the  two  iflands, 
called  after  his  name ;  and  made  a  complete  furvey 
of  both.  He  afterwards  explored  the  eaftern  coaft 
of  New  Holland,  hitherto  unknovim  ;  an  extent  of 
27  deg.  of  lat.  or  upwards  of  2,000  miles. 

Soon  after  the  captain's  return  to  England,  it  was 
refolved  to  equip  two  fliips  to  complete  the  difco- 
very  of  the  Southern  hemifphere.  It  had  long  been 
a  prevailing  idea,  that  the  unexplored  part  con- 
tained another  continent.  To  afcertain  the  facl 
was  the  principal  object  of  this  expedition ;  and 
that  nothing  might  be  omitted  that  could  tend  to 
facilitate  the  enterprize,  two  fliips  were  provided  ; 
the  one,  the  Refolution,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Cook;  the  other,  the- Adventure,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Furneaux.  In  this  fecond  ex- 
pedition round  the  world,  Captain  Cook  refolved 
the  great  problem  of  a  fouthern  continent ;  having 
fo  completely  traverfed  that  hemifphere,  as  not  to 
leave  a  poflibility  of  its  exiftence,  unlefs  fo  near  the 
pole,  as  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  navigation.  In 
this  voyage  New  Caledonia,  the  largeil  ifland  in 
the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean,  except  New  Zealand, 
was  difcovered  ;  as  was  alfo  the  ifland  of  Georgia  ; 
and  an  unknown  coafl,  which  the  captain  named 
Sandwich  land;  and  having' twice  vifitcd  the  tro- 
pical feas,  he  fettled  the  fituations  of  the  old  difco- 
veries,  and  made  feveral  new  ones. 

The  want  of  fuccefs  which  attended  Captain 
Cook's  attempt  to  difcover  a  Southern  Continent, 
did  not  fer  afide  another  plan  which  had  been  re- 
commended fome  time  before.  This  was  no  other 
than  the  finding  out  a  N.  W.  paflage,  which  the 
tancy  of  fome  chimerical  projectors  had  conceived 
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to  be  a  practicable  fcheme.     His  fervices  were  re- 
quired for  this  arduous  undertaking,  and  he  offered 
them  without  helitation.    This  third  and  laft  voyage 
is  diftinguiflied  by  the  extent  and  importance  of  its 
difcoveries.     Not  to  mention  feveral  fmaller  iflands 
in  the  Southern  Pacific,  Captain  Cook  difcovered  the 
group,  north  of  the  equinoxial  line,  called  Sandwich 
Illands ;  which,  on  account  of  their  fituation  and 
productions,  may  perhaps  become  an  objeft  of  more 
confequence,  than  any  other  difcovery  in  the  South 
Sea.     He  explored  what  had  remained  before  un- 
known of  the  weftern  coaft  of  America,  an  extent 
of  3700   miles  ;  afcertained  the  proximity  of  the 
two  continents  of  Afia  and  America ;  failed  through 
the  ftraits  between  them,  and  furveyed  the  coalfs 
on  each  fide,  fo  far  as  to  be  fatisfied  of  the  imprac- 
ticability of  a  paffage  in  that  hemifphere,  from  the 
Atlantic  into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  by  an  eaftern  or 
weftern  coaft.     In  fhort,  he  compleated  the  hydo- 
graphy  of  the  habitable  globe,  if  we  except  the  Ja- 
panefe  Archipelago,  and  the  fea  of  Amur,  which 
are  ftill  known  imperfectly  by  Europeans.  Through- 
out this  voyage  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  his  fer- 
vices as  a  navigator,  are  important  and  meritorious. 
The  methods  which  he  invented,  and  fo  fucceis- 
fully  put  in  praclice,  of  preferving  the  health,  (and 
confequcntiy  the  lives)  of  feamen,,  will  tranfmii:  his 
name  to  future  ages,  as  a  friend  and  benefaftor  of 
mankind.     It  is  v-ell  known  among  thofe  who  are 
converfant  in  naval  hillory,  that  the  advantages 
which  have  been  fought,  through  the  medium  of 
long  fea  voyages,  have  always  been  purchafed  at  a 
dear  rate.     That  dreadful  diforder  which  is  pecu- 
liar to   this   fervice,  muft,  without  exercifing  an 
unv/arrantable  degree  of  tyranny  over  ourfeamen, 
have  been  an  infuperable  obftacle  to  our  enterprizes. 
It  was  referved  for  Captain  Cook  to  convince  the 
world,  that  voyages  n^ight  be  protraded  to  three, or 
even  four  yeais,  in  unknown  regions,  and  under 
2  every 
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every  change  of  climate,  without  affecting  the 
health,  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  and  even  without 
diminilhing  the  probability  of  life.  A  few  months 
after  his  departure  from  England,  notwithftanding 
he  was  then  abfent,  the  Royal  Society  voted  him  Sir' 
Godfrey  Copley*s  gold  medal,  as  a  reward  for  the 
account,  which  he  had  tranfmitted  to  that  body,  of 
the  method  taken  to  preferve  the  health  of  the  crew 
of  his  fliip.  Captain  Cook  was  a  married  man,  and 
leTt  feveral  children  behind  him.  On  each  of  thefe 
his  Majefty  has  fettled  a  penfion  of  twenty-five 
pounds  a  year,  and  two  hundred  pounds  per  annum 
on  his  widow. 

The  conftitutiori  of  this  great  and  unparalleled 
navigator,  was  robuft  both  by  nature  and  habit ; 
his  body  having  been  inured  to  labour,  and  ren- 
dered capable  of  undergoing  the  fevered  hardihips. 
His  ftomach  bore,  without  complaining,  the  moft 
coarfe  and  ungrateful  food.  Indeed  he  fubmitted, 
with  an  eafy  felf- denial,  to  wants  of  every  kind, 
which  he  endured  with  remarkable  indifference. 
The  qualities  of  his  mind  were  of  the  fame  hardy 
vigorous  kind  with  thofe  of  his  body.  His  under- 
ftanding  was  ftrong  and  quick-fighted :  his  judg- 
ment, in  whatever  related  to  the  fervices  he  was 
engaged  in,  quick  and  fure :  his  defigns  were  bold 
and  daring,  yet  m.inly  and  difcreet.  His  courage 
was  cool  and  determined,  and  accompanied  with 
an  admirable  prefence  of  mind,  in  the  moment  of 
danger.     His  manners  were  plain  and  unaffedled. 

Some  have  cenfured  his  temper  as  fubjecl  to  hafti- 
nefs  and  paffion  ;  but  let  it  be  confidered,  that  thefe 
were  counteratfled,  and  frequently  difarmed,  by  a 
difpofition  benevolent  and  humane.  There  are 
thofe  who  have  blamed  Captain  Cook  for  his  feve- 
rity  to  the  natives  of  different  iflands  which  we 
vififed;  but  it  was  not  to  thefe  alone  he  was  fevere 
in  his  difcipline.  He  never  fuffered  any  fault  in  his 
own  peoplej  though  ever  fo  trivial,  to  efcape  un- 

puniihed. 
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puniflied.  If  they  were  charged  with  Infultiag  a 
native,  or  injuring  him  in  his  property,  if  the  f  ict 
wasproved,  the  offender feldom  efcapedunpuniihed. 
By  this  impartial  diftribution  of  equal  juftice,  the 
natives  themfelves  conceived  fo  high  an  idea  of  his 
wifdom,  and  his  power  too,  that  they  paid  him  the 
honours  beftowed  on  their  Eatooa,  or  good  (pirit. 

This  is  certain,  that  a  moft  diiliinguiihing  feature 
in  Captain  Cook's  character  was,  that  unremitting 
perfeverance  in  the  purfuit  of  his  object,  v/hich  was 
not  only  fuperior  to  the  oppoiition  of  dangers,  and 
the  preffure  of  hardfhips,  but  even  exempt  from 
the  want  of  ordinary  relaxation.  During  the  three 
-long  voyages  in  which  he  was  engaged,  his  eager- 
nefs  and  activity  were  never  in  the  leaft  abated» 
No  incidental  temptation  could  detain  him  for  i 
moment ;  even  thoie  intervals  of  recreation,  wh-.  \ 
fometimes  occurred  unavoidably,  and  were  lo'  :. 
for  by  us  with  a  longing  that  perfons  who  h:. , 
perienced  the  fatigues  of  fervice  will  readily  excui.: . 
were  fubmitted  to  by  him  with  a  certain  in; patience, 
whenever  they  could  not  be  employed  in  making 
further  proviiions  for  the  profecution  of  his  defigns. 
In  the  courfe  of  this  work,  we  have  fait hf ally 
enumerated  all  the  particular  inftances  in  which 
thefe  qualities  were  difplayed,  during  the  great  and 
important  enterprizes  in  which  he  was  engaged  : 
and  we  have  likewife  ftated  tlie  refult  of  thofe  fer- 
vices,  under  the  two  principal  heads  to  which  they 
may  be  referred,  thofe  of  geography  and  naviga- 
tion, each  of  which  we  have  placed  in  a  feparate 
and  diftincl  point  of  view. 

We  cannot  clofe  thefe  memoirs,  without  taking  a 
flight  retrqfpecL  view  of  the  tragical  end  of  this 
truly  great  and  worthy  fea  officer.  It  was  imagined 
by  fome  of  thofe  who  were  prefent,  that  the  ma- 
rines, and  thofe  who  were  in  the  boats,  fired  v/ith- 
out  Captain  Cook's  orders,  and  that  he  was  anxi- 
ous to  prevent  the  farther  eiTufion  of  blood  ;  it  is 
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therefore  probable,  that,  on  this  occafion,  his  hu- 
manity proved  fatal  to  him  ;  for  it  was  obferved, 
that  while  he  faced  the  natives,  no  violence  had 
been  offered  him  ;  but  when  he  turned  about  to 
give  dircclions  to  the  boats,  he  immediately  je- 
ceived  the  fatal  blow.  Whether  this  was  mortal 
or  not  it  is  impollible  for  any  one  to  determine ; 
but  we  are  informed  by  a  gentleman  on  board  the 
Difcovery,  whofe  veracity  is  unqueftionable,  that 
there  was  time  fufllcient  to  have  lecured  the  body 
of  our  brave  commander,  had  a  certain  lieutenant, 
who  commanded  a  boat  of  the  fame  fliip,  pulled  in, 
inrtead  of  making  off.  We  do  not  mention  the 
name,  but  if  our  information  is  an  undeniable  facl, 
the  daftardly  oiiicer  merits  juflly  that  contempt  and 
poverty,  to  which  it  is  faid  ne  is  at  prefent  reduced. 
We  beg  leave  further  to  obferve,  that  the  natives 
had  certainly  no  intention  at  firft  of  deftroying 
Captain  Cook,  or  any  of  his  party.  The  caufe  firtl 
originated  in  the  death  of  the  Eree,  who  was  fhot 
by  one  of  our  people  in  the  boat :  it  was  this 
circumflance  which  alarmed  them,  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  it  was  that  they  armed  themfclves. 
At  this  period  Captain  Cook  might  have  returned 
on  board  with  fafety  ;  but  he  was  unfortunate  in 
mifling  the  man  who  behaved  infblent  to  him,  and 
fhooting  another  ;  he  was  unfortunate  iu  the  firing 
of  the  marines  :  and  equally  fo  in  the  firing  of  the 
people  in  the  launch  ;  all  which  happened  in  the 
Ipacc  of  a  few  minutes.  In  fliort,  all  the  caufes 
that  brought  on  the  death  of  this  much  lamented 
circumnavigator,  were  produced  by  a  chain  of 
events  which  could  no  moye  be  forefeen  than  pre- 
vented. His  memory  we  leave  to  the  gratitude  and 
admiration  of  pollerity. 

We  now  proceed  to  relate  thofe  particulars,  that 
have  come  to  our  knowledge,  and  w^hich  happened 
fubfequent  to  the  death  of  Captain  Cook.  We  havq, 
bel'ore  obferved,  that  four  of  the  marines,  who  acr 
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companied  the  commodore,  were  killed  by  the  na- 
tives; the  furvivors,  with  Mr.  Phillips,  their  lieu- 
tenant, threw  themfelves  into  the  lea  and  made 
their  efcape,  being  protected  by  a  fmart  fire  from 
the  boats.  On  this  occafion,  a  ftriking  inftance  of 
gallant  behaviour,  and  of  affection  for  his  men,  wa^ 
difplayed  by  Mr.  Phillips  ;  for  he  had  fcarcely  got 
into  the  boat,  when,  feeing  one  of  the  marines,  who 
wa«  not  a  very  expert  fvvimmer,  ftruggling  in  the 
water,  and  in  danger  of  being  taken  by  the  illanders, 
he  inftanriy  leaped  into  the  fea  to  his  alliftance, 
though  confiderably  wounded  himfelf;  and  after 
receiving  a  blow  on  his  head  from  a  ftone,  which 
had.  almoft  fent  him  to  the  bottom,  he  caught  iht 
marine  by  the  hair,  and  brought  him  Ou  in  iafety. 
Our  people  for  fome  time  kept  upaconftant  fif^e  from 
moftof  the  boats  (which,  during  the  whole  tranfac* 
tion,  were  at  no  greater  diftance  from  the  land  than 
twenty  yards),  in  order  to  aftord  their  unfortunate 
companions,  if  any  of  them  fhould  ftill  remain  alive*, 
an  opportunity  of  effecting  their  efcape.  Thefe  ef- 
forts, feconded  by  a  few  guns,  that  were,  at  the 
fame  time,  iired  from  the  Refokition,  having  at 
length  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire,  a  fmall  boat, 
manned  by  five  midfhipmen,  pulled  towards  the 
{hore,  where  they  perceived  the  btKlies  lying  on  the 
ground  without  any  figns  of  li'e.  However,  they 
judged  it  dangerous  to  attempt  to  bring  them  off 
withfo  inconOderable  a  force;  and  their  ammunition 
being  nearly  confumed,  they  returned  to  the  fliips, 
leavmg  the  bodies  in  poffellion  of  the  natives,  to^ 
gether  with  ten  ftands  of  arms. 

After  the  general  confternation,  which  the  news 
of  this  misfortune  had  difi'ufed  throughout  the 
whole  company  of  both  fhips,  had  in  fome  degree 
fubiided,  their  attention  was  called  to  the  party  at 
the  moral,  where  the  maft  and  fails  were  on  fhore, 
guarded  by  only  fix  marines.  It  is  diiHcult  to 
dcfcribe  the  emotions  that  agitated  the  minds  of 

1 1  S  2  Mr. 


ip8o  Cook's  third  a^  d  last  Voyage 

Mr.  King. and  his  attendants,  at  this  iiation,  during 
the  time  in  which  thefe  occurrences  had  happened, 
Jit  the  other  lideof  the  bay.  Being  at  the  diftance 
jonly  of  a  mile  from  the  village  of  Kowrowa,  they 
could  diiiincl:iy  perceive  a  vaft  multitude  of  people 
collected  on  the  fpot  where  Captain  Cook  had  juft 
before  landed.  They  heard  the  filing  of  the  muf- 
quets,  and  obferved  an  uncommon  buftle  and  agita- 
tion among  the  crowd.  They  afterwards  faw  the 
iilapders  retreating,  the  boats  retiring  from  the 
'ihore,and  ps^mg  and  repafiing,  with  great  flillnefs, 
J^etwcen  the  firips.  Mr.  King's  heart  ibon  mifgave 
him  on  this  occaiion.  Where  fo  valuable  a  life  was 
concerned,  he  could  not  avoid  being  alarmed  by 
fuch  new  and  threatening  appearances.  Befides 
this,  he  knew  that  Captain  Cook,  from  a  long  feries 
of  fuccefSjin  his  tranfaftions  with  the  natives  of  this 
ocean,  had  acquired  a  degree  of  confidence,  which 
might,  in  fome  ill-fated  moment,  put  him  too  much 
off  his  guard  j  and  Mr.  King  now  faw  all  the  dan- 
gers to  which  that  confidence  might  lead,  without 
deriviuGj  much  confolation  from  the  confideration 
of  the  experience  which  had  given  rife  to  it.  His 
firft  care,  on  hearing  the  report  of  the  mufquets, 
was  to  ailure  the  iflanders,  confiderable  nnmbers  of 
whom  were  affembled  round  the  wall  of  our  confe- 
crated  field,  and  feemed  at  a  lofs  how  to  account 
for  what  they- had  heard  and  feen,  that  theyfhould 
meet  with  no  moleftation  ;  and  that,  at  all  events, 
he  was  inclined  to  continue  on  peaceable  terms  with 
them. 

In  this  Situation,  Mr.  King  and  his  attendants  re- 
mained till  the  boats  had  returned  on  board,  when 
Captain  Clerke  perceiving,  by  means  of  his  tele- 
fcope,  that  our  party  was  furrounded  by  the  natives, 
who,  he  thought,  defigned  to  attack  them,  ordered 
two  four- pounders  to  be  fired  at  the  iflanders. 
Thefe  guns,  though  well  aimed,  did  no  mifchief  i 
but  they  gave  the  natives  a  convincing  proof  of 
z  their 


To    THE   Pacific    Ocean,  &c.     ipSi 

their  powerful  effecbs.  A  cocoa-nut  tree,  under 
which  fome  of  them  were  fitting,  was  broken  in 
the  middle  by  one  of  the  bails ;  and  the  other  ihi- 
vered  a  rock,  which  ftood  in  an  exacl  line  with 
them.  As  Mr.  King  had,  juft  before,  given  them 
the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  their  fafety,  he  was  ex- 
tremely mortified  at  this  aCt  of  hoftility,  and,  to 
prevent  its  being  repeated,  inftantly  difpatched  a 
boat  to  inform  Captain  Gierke,  that  he  was,  at 
prefent,  on  the  moft  amicable  terms  with  the  illan- 
ders,  and  that,  if  any  future  occafion  fhoukl  arife 
■for  changing  his  conduct  towards  them,  he  would 
hoift  a  jack,  as  a  fignal  for  Captain  Gierke  to  afford 
him  his  alliftance.  Mr.  King  waited  the  return  of 
the  boat  with  the  greatefl  impatience ;  and  after 
remaining  for  the  Ipace  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
under  the  utmoft  anxiety  and  fufpence,  his  fears 
were  at  length  confirmed,  by  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Bligh,  with  orders  to  flrike  the  tents  immediately, 
and  to  fend  on  board  the  fails,  that  were  repairing. 
At  the  fame  inftant,  Kaireekeea  having  alfo  received 
information  of  the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  from  a 
native  who  had  arrived  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
bay,  approached  Mr.  King,  with  great  dejection 
and  forrow  in  his  countenance,  enquiring  whether 
it  was  true.  At  this  time  the  iituation  of  the  party 
was  highly  critical  and  important.  Not  only  their 
own  lives,  but  the  iffue  of  the  expedition,  and  the 
return  of  at  leaft  one  of  the  fhips,  were  involved 
in  the  fame  common  danger.  They  had  the  mad 
of  the  Refolution,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  fails, 
on  Ihore,  protected  by  only  half  a  dozen  marines. 
The  lofs  of  thefe  would  have  been  irreparable  ;  and 
though  the  iflanders  had  not  as  yet  teftified  the 
fmalleft  difpofition  to  molefl  the  party,  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  anfwer  for  the  alteration,  which  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  tranfaction  at  Kowrowa  might  pro- 
duce. Mr.  King  therefore  thought  proper  to  dif- 
femble  his  belief  of  the  death  of  Captain  Cook,  and 

to 


X982  Coor's  third  and  last  Voyage 

to  defire  Kaireekeea  to  difcourage  the  report ;  ap- 
prehending that  either  the  fear  of  our  refentment, 
or  the  fuccefsful  example  of  their  countrymen, 
might  perhaps  lead  them  to  feize  the  favourable  op- 
portunity, which  at  this  time  prefented  itfelf,  of 
giving  us  a  fecond  blow.  He,  at  the  fame  time, 
advifed  him  to  bring  oldKaoo,  and  the  other  priefts, 
into  a  large  houfe  adjoining  to  the  morai,  partly 
from  a  regard  to  their  fafety,  in  cafe  it  {houid  have 
been  found  necelTary  to  have  recourfe  to  violent 
rtieafures  *,  and  partly  from  a  defire  of  having  him 
near  our  people,  in  order  to  make  ufe  of  his  au=- 
thority  with  the  natives,  if  it  could  be  inftrumental 
in  maintaining  peace. 

Having  ftationed  the  raaries  on  the  top  of  the 
morai,  which  formed  a  flrong  and  advantageous 
poll,  he  introfted  the  command  to  Mr.  Bligh,  who 
received  the  moft  pofitive  directions  to  act  folely  on 
the  defenfive  ;  and  he  then  went  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery,  in  order  to  confer  with  Captain  Gierke,  on 
the  dangerous  iituation  of  our  afiairs.  He  had  no 
fooner  left  the  fpot,  than  the  iflanciers  began  to  an*- 
noy  our  people  with  ftones;  and  juft  after  he  had 
reached  the  ihip,  he  heard  the  firing  of  the  marines. 
He  therefore  haftily  returned  on  fhore,  where  he 
found  affairs  growing  every  moment  more  alarm- 
ing. The  natives  were  providing  arms,  and  put- 
ting on  their  mats  ;  and  their  numbers  augmented 
very  fail.  He  alfo  obferved  feveral  large  bodies 
advancing  towards  our  party  along  the  cliif,  by 
which  the  village  of  Kakooa  is  feparated  from  the 
north  fide  of  the  bay,  where  Kowrowa  is  fituate. 
At  firfl  they  attacked  our  people  with  flones  from 
behind  the  walls  of  their  inclofures,  and  meeting 
with  no  refiftance,  they  foon  became  more  daring, 
A  few  courageous  fellows,  having  crept  along  the 
beach,  under  cover  of  the  rocks,  fuddenly  pre- 
fented themfelves  at  the  foot  of  the  morai,  with  an 
intention  of  florming  it  on  the  fide  next  the  fea, 
Vk'hich  was  its  only  accefTible  part  j  and  they  were 

not 
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not  dlflodgecl  before  they  had  ftood  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  ihot,  and  had  feen  one  of  their  number 
fall.     The  amazing  courage  of  one  of  thefe  affailants 
defences  to  be  recorded.     Having  returned  with  a 
view  of  carrying  off  his  companion,  amidft  the  fird 
of  our  whole  partj'^,  he  received  a  wound,  which 
obliged  him  to  quit  the  body,  and  retire ;  but,  a 
few  minutes  afterwards,  he  again  made  his  appear*? 
ance,  and  receiving  another  wound,  was  under  the 
neceflity  of  retreating  a  fecond  time.     At  that  mo- 
ment Mr.  King  arriv^ed  at  the  m.orai,  and  faw  this 
man  return  a  third  time,  faint  from  the  lofs  of  blood 
and   fatigue.     Being  informed  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, he  forbad  the  foldiers  to  fire ;  and  the  iflander 
was  fuffered  to  carry  off  his  friend,  which  he  was 
juft  able  to  accomplilh  j  and  then  fell  down  himfelf, 
and  breathed  his  laft.     About  this  time  a  ftrong  re- 
inforcement from  both  fliips  having  landed,  the 
natives  retreated  behind  their  wails  j  which  afford- 
ing Mr.  King  accefs  to  the  priefts,  he  fent  one  of 
them  to  exert  his  endeavours  to  bring  his  country- 
men to  fome  terms,  and  to  propofe  to  them,  that  if 
they  would  defiit  from  throwing  ffones,  he  would 
not  allow  our  men  to  fire.  This  truce  was  agreed  to, 
and  our  people  were  fuffered  to  launch  the  mafi:,  and 
carry  off  the  fails,  afl:ronomical   inftruments,  &:c. 
without  moleftation.     As   foon  as  our  party  had 
quitted   the  morai,  the  iilanders  took  poffeffipn  of 
it,  and  fome  of  them  threw  a  few  ftones,  which, 
however,   did   no  mifchief.     Between  eleven  and 
twelve  o'clock,  Mr.  King  arrived  on  board  the  Dif- 
covery,  where  he  found  that  no  decifive  plan  had 
been  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  our  future  pro- 
ceedings.    The  recovery  of  Captain  Cook's  body, 
and  the  reftitution  of  the  boat,  v.ere  the  objects, 
which,  on  all  hands,  we   agreed  to  infill  on ;  and 
Mr.  King  declared  it  as  his  opinion,  that  fome  vi- 
g(>ron<5    methods   fhould    be  put  in    execution,  if 
the  Jc^mund  of  them  fhould  not  be  inflantJy  com- 
plied 
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plied  with.     It  may  juftly  be  fuppofed  that  Mr. 
King's  feelings,  on  the  death  of  a  beloved  and  re* 
fpeded  friend,  had  feme  fhare  in  this  opinion  ;  yet 
there  were  doubtlefs  other  reafons,  and  thofe  of  the 
moft  ferious  nature,  that  had  fome  weight  with 
him.     The  confidence  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  na- 
tives in  killing  our  commander,  and  obliging  us  to 
leave  the  fliore,  mull;  naturally  have  infpired  ;  and 
the  advantage,  however  inconfiderable,  which  they 
had  gained  over  us  the  preceding  day,  would,  he 
had  no  doubt,  excite  them  to  make  farther  dan- 
gerous attempts;  and  the  more  particularly,  as  they 
had  no  £rreat  reafon,  from  what  thev  had  hitherto 
obferved,    to  dread   the  effects   of  our  fire-arms. 
This  kind  of  weapon,  indeed,  contrary  to  the  ex- 
pedations  of  us  all,  had  produced  in  them  no  figns 
of  terror.     On  our  fide,  fuch  was  the  condition  of 
cur  vefiels,  and   the  Hate  of  difcipline  among  us, 
that,    had    a  vigorous   attack   been  made  on  us, 
during  the  night,  the  confequences  might  perhaps 
have  been  highly  difagreeable.     Mr.  King  was  fup- 
ported,  in  tnefe  apprehenfions,  by  the  opinion  of 
the  greater  part  of  the  officers  on  board  ;  and  no- 
thing feemed  to  him  more  likely  to  encourage  the 
iliands  to  make  the  attempt,  than  the  appearance  of 
our   being  inclined  to  an  accommodation,  which 
they  could  only  impute  to  weaknefs  or  fear.     On 
the  other  hand  it  was  urged,  in  favour  of  more 
conciliatory  meafures,  that  the  mifchief  was  already 
done,  and  was  irreparable ;    that   the  natives,  by 
reafon  of  their  former  friendfhip  and  kindnefs  had 
a  fliong  claim  to  our  regard  :  and  the  more  parti- 
cularly, as  the  late  calamitous  accident  did  not  ap- 
pear to  have  taken  its  rife  from  any  premeditated 
deiign  ;  that,  on  the  part  of  Terreeoboo,  his  igno- 
rance  of  the  theft,  his  willingnefs  to  accompany 
Captain  Cook  on    board    the  Refolution,  and  his 
having  actually  fent  his  two  fons  into  the  pinnace, 
iiiufl  rcfeue  his  characl:er,  in  this  refpecl,  from  thg 
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fmalleft  degree  of  fufpicion  ;  that  the  behaviour  of 
his  women,  and  the  chiefs,  might  eafily  be  ac- 
counted for,  from  the  apprehenfions  occafioned  in 
thiir  minds  by  the  armed  force,  with  which  Captain 
Cook  landed,  and  the  hoftile  preparations  in  the 
bay ;  appearances  fo  unfuitable  to  the  confidence 
and  friendfhip,  in  which  both  parties  had  hitherto 
lived,  that  the  arming  of  the  iflanders  was  mani* 
feftly  with  a  defign  to  refift  the  attempt,  which 
they  had  fome  reafon  to  expect  would  be  made,  to 
carry  off  their  fovereign  by  force,  and  was  naturally 
to  be  expected  from  a  people  who  had  a  remarkable 
affeclion  for  their  chiefs.  To  thefe  didates  of  hu- 
manity, other  motives  of  a  prudential  kind  M'ere 
added  ;  that  we  were  in  want  of  a  fupply  of  water, 
and  other  refrefhments ;  that  the  Refolution's  fore- 
maft  would  require  feven  or  eight  days  work,  be- 
fore it  could  be  ftepped ;  that  the  fpring  was  ad- 
vancing very  faft  ;  and  that  the  fpeedy  profecution 
of  our  next  expedition  to  the  northward,  ought 
now  to  be  our  fole  object;  and  that,  therefore,  to 
engage  in  a  vindictive  contect  with  the  natives, 
might  not  only  fubject  us  to  the  imputation  of 
needlefs  cruelty,  but  would  require  great  delay  in 
the  equipment  of  our  fliips.  In  this  latter  opinion 
Captain  Gierke  concurred ;  and  though  Mr.  King 
was  convinced,  that  an  early  and  vigorous  difplay 
of  our  refentment  would  have  more  effectually  an- 
fvvered  every  objecl:  both  of  prudence  and  huma- 
nity, he  was,  upon  the  whole,  not  forry  that  the 
xneafures  he  had  recommended  were  rejefted.  For 
though  the  contemptuous  behaviour  of  the  iflanders, 
and  their  fubfequent  oppoiition  to  our  neceflfary 
occupations  on  fhore,  arifing  moft  probably  from 
a  mifcon (traction  of  our  lenity,  obliged  us  at  laft 
to  have  recourfe  to  violence  in  our  own  defence  ; 
yet  he  was  not  certain  that  the  circumftances  of  the 
cafe  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  generality  of  peo- 
ple, have  juftified  the  ufe  of  force,  on  our  part, 
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in  the  firft  inftance.  Cautionary  feverity  is  ever 
invidious,  and  the  rigour  of  a  preventive  meafure> 
when  it  is  the  moft  fuccefsful,  leaves  its  expediency 
the  leaft  apparent. 

During  thefe  deliberations,  and  while  we  were 
thus  engaged  in  concerting  fome  plan  for  our  fu- 
ture operations,  a  very  numerous  concourfe  of  the 
natives  flill  kept  poflellion  of  the  fhore  ;  and  fome 
of  them  coming  off  in  canoes,  approached  within 
piftol-fhot  of  the  fliips,  and  infulted  us  by  various 
marks  of  defiance  and  contempt.  It  was  extremely 
difiicult  to  reftrain  the  feamen  from  the  ufe  of  their 
arms  on  thefe  occafions  •,  but,  as  pacific  meafures 
had  been  refolved  on,  the  canoes  were  allowed  to 
return  unmolelled.  Mr.  King  was  now  ordered 
by  Captain  Gierke  to  proceed  towards  the  fhore  with 
the  boats  of  both  fliips,  well  manned  and  armed, 
with  a  view  of  bringing  the  iflanders  to  a  parley, 
and  of  obtaining,  if  pofiible,  a  conference  with 
fome  of  the  ei  ees.  If  he  fhould  fucceed  in  this  at- 
tempt, he  was  to  demand  the  dead  bodies,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  Captain  Cook  :  to  threaten  them, 
in  cafe  of  a  refufal,  with  our  refentment ;  but  by 
no  means  to  fire,  unlefs  attacked ;  and  not  to  go 
afhcre  on  any  account  whatever.  Thefe  inttruc- 
tions  were  deliyei  ed  to  Mr.  King  before  the  whole 
party,  in  the  moft  pofitive  manner  ;  in  confequence 
of  which,  he  and  his  detachment  left  the  Ihips 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  -,  and  as  they 
approached  the  H^ore,  they  perceived  every  indi- 
cation of  a  hoflile  reception.  The  natives  were  all 
\i\  motion,  the  women  and  children  retiring;  the 
men  arming  thenuclves  with  long  fpears  and  dag- 
gers, and  putting  on  their  war  mats.  It  alfo  ap- 
peared, that  fince  the  morning  they  had  thrown  up 
breaft-works  of  fcone  along  the  beach,  where  Cap- 
tain Cook  had  landed  ;  in  expectation,  perhaps,  of 
an  attack  at  that  place.  When  our  party  were 
ivithm  reach,  the  iflanders  bc^,an  to  throw  atones  at 
«.  ^  thena 
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them  with  flings,  but  without  doing  any  mifchief. 
Mr.  King  concluded  from  thefe  appearances,  that 
all  attempts  to  bring  them  to  a  pafley  would  be  in- 
efTechial,  unlefs  he  gave  them  fome  ground  for 
mutual  confidence :  he  therefore  ordered  the  armed 
boats  to  ftop,  and  advanced  alone  in  the  fmall  boat, 
holding  in  his  hand  a  white  flag ;  the  meaning  of 
which,  from  an  univerfal  fhout  of  joy  from  the 
natives,  he  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  find  was  imme- 
diately underftood.  The  women  inftantly  returned 
from  the  lide  of  the  hill,  whither  they  had  retired  ; 
the  men  threw  off  their  mats,  and  all  feated  them- 
felves  together  by  the  fea-fide,  extending  their 
arms,  and  inviting  Mr.  King  to  land. 

Notwithftanding  fuch  behaviour  feemed  expref- 
five  of  a  friendly  difpofition,  Mr.  King  could  not 
avoid  entertaining  fufpicions  of  its  fincerity.  But 
when  he  faw  Koah,  with  extraordinary  boldnefs 
and  aflurance,  fwimming  off  towards  the  boat,  with 
a  white  flag  in  his  hand,  he  thought  proper  to  re- 
turn this  mark  of  confidence,  and  accordingly  re- 
ceived him  into  the  boat,  though  he  was  armed  ; 
a  circumfl:ance  which  did  not  contribute  to  lefien 
Mr.  King's  fufpicions.  He  had  indeed  long  har- 
boured an  unfavourable  opinion  of  Koah.  Thepriefts 
had  always  reprefented  him  as  a  perfon  of  a  malicious 
temper,  and  no  friend  to  us ;  and  the  repeated  de- 
tections of  his  fraud  and  treachery,  had  convinced 
us  of  the  truth  of  their  affertions.  Beiides  the 
melancholy  tranfaclions  of  the  morning,  in  which 
he  was  feen  performing  a  principal  part,  infpired 
Mr.  King  with  the  utmoft  horror  at  finding  him- 
felf  fo  near  him  ;  and  as  he  approached  him  with 
feigned  tears,  and  embraced  him,  Mr.  King  was  fb 
diftruilful  of  his  intentions,  that  he  took  hold  of 
the  point  of  the  pahooa,  which  the  chief  held  in 
hi6  hand,  and  turned  it  from  him.  He  informed 
the  iflander  that  he  had  come  to  demand  the  body  of 
Captain  Cook,  aud  to  declare  war  againft  the  na- 
II  T  2  tives, 
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tives,  unlefs  it  was  reftored  without  delay.     Koah 
aflured  him  that  this  ihould  be  done  as  foon  as  pof- 
iible,  and  that  he  would  go  himfelf  for  that  pur- 
pofc ;  and  after  rcquefting  a  piece  of  iron  of  Mr. 
King,  with  marks  of  great  afTurance,  he  leaped  into 
the  water,    and  fwam  afhore,  calling  out   to  his 
countrymen,  that  we  were  all  friends  again.     Our 
people  waited  with  great  anxiety  near  an  hour  for 
his  return.  During  this  interval,  the  other  boats  had 
approached  fo  near  the  fhore,that  the  men  who  were 
in  them  entered  into  converfation  with  a  party  of 
the  iflanders,  at  a  little  diftance  ;  by  whom  they 
■u'ere  informed,  that  the  captain's  body  had  been 
cut  to  pieces,  and  carried  up  the  country  ;  but  of 
■  this  circumftance  Mr.  King  was  not  apprized  till  his 
return   to  the  fliips.     He  therefore  now  began  to 
exprefs  fome  degree  of  impatience  at  Koah's  delay  ; 
upon  which  the  chiefs  prefled  him  exceedingly  to 
land,  affuring  him,  that  if  he  would  go  in  perfon 
to  Terreeoboo,  the  body  would  be  undoubtedly  re- 
ftored  to  him.     When  they  found  they  could  not 
prevail  on  Mr.  King  to  go  afhore,  they  endeavoured, 
on  pretence  of  converfing  with  him  with  greater 
eafe,  to  decoy  his  boat  among  fome  rocks,  where 
they  might  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  feparate 
liim  from    the   other  boats.     It   was   eafy  to   fee 
through  thefe  artifices,  and  he  was  therefore  very 
defirous  of  breaking:  off  all  communication  with 
them  J  when  a  chief  approached,  who  had  particu- 
larly attached  himfelf  to  Captain  Gierke,  and  the 
officers  of  theDifcovery,on  board  which  fliip  he  had 
failed,  when  we  lafl  quitted  the  bay,  intending  to 
take  his  pafTage  to  the  ifland  of  Mowee.     He  faid 
he  came  from  Terreeoboo,  to  acquaint  our  people 
that  the  body  was  carried  up  the  country,  but  that 
it  fliouid  be  brought  back  the  following  morning. 
'J  here  appeared  much  fincerity  in  his  manner  ;  and 
being  aflced,  if  he  uttered  a  falfliood,  he  hooked 
together  his  two  fore-fingers,  which  is  here  under- 
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ftood  as  the  fign  of  veracity,  in  the  ufe  of  which 
thefe  iflanders  are  very  fcrupulous.  Being  now 
at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed,  Mr.  King  fent  Mr.  Vanco- 
ver  to  inform  Captain  Gierke  of  all  that  had  pafled  ; 
that  it  was  his  opinion,  the  natives  did  not  intend 
±0  keep  their  word  with  us  ;  and,  far  from  being 
grieved  at  what  had  happened,  were  on  tlie  con- 
trary infpired  with  great  confidence  on  account  of 
their  late  fuccefs,  and  fought  only  to  gain  time,  till 
they  could  plan  fome  fcheme  for  getting  our  people 
into  their  power.  Mr.  Vancover  came  back  with 
orders  for  Mr.  King  to  return  on  board,  after  giving 
the  iflanders  to  underftand,  that  if  the  body  was 
not  reftored  the  next  morning,  the  town  fliCald  be 
deftroyed.  No  fooner  did  they  perceive  our  party 
retiring,  than  they  endeavoured  to  provoke  them 
by  the  moft  contemptuous  and  infulting  geftures. 
Several  of  our  people  faid,  they  could  diftinguifh 
fome  of  the  natives  parading  about  in  the  cloaths 
which  had  belonged  to  our  unhappy  countrymen, 
and  among  them,  an  eree  brandifhing  Captain 
Cook's  hanger,  and  a  woman  holding  the  fcabbard. 
In  confequence  of  Mr.  King's  report  to  Captain 
Gierke,  of  what  he  fuppofed  to  be  the  prefent  tem- 
per and  difpolition  of  the  inhabitants,  the  moft 
effeclual  methods  were  taken  to  guard  againft  any 
attack  they  might  make  during  the  night.  The 
boats  were  moored  with  top-chains  ;  additional  fen- 
tinels  were  ftationed  in  each  of  our  Ihips  j  and 
guard-boats  were  dire6:ed  to  row  round  them,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  iflanders  from  cutting  the  ca- 
bles. During  the  night,  we  faw  a  vaft  number  of 
lights  on  the  hills,  which  induced  fome  of  us  to 
imagine,  that  they  were  removing  their  effects  far- 
ther up  into  the  country,  in  confequence  of  our 
menaces.  But  it  feems  mpre  probable,  that  they 
were  kindled  at  the  facrifices  that  were  performing 
on  account  of  the  war,  in  which  they  fuppofed 
thcmfelves  likely  to  be  engaged  j  and,  perhaps  the 

bodies 


IppO    CoOK*S  THIRD    AND   LAST   VOYAGB 

bodies  of  our  ilain  countrymen  were  at  that  time 
burning.  We  afterwards  obferved  fires  of  the  fame 
kind,  as  we  paffed  the  ifland  of  Morotoi  ;  and 
which,  according  to  the  information  we  received 
from  fome  of  the  natives  then  on  board,  were  made 
on  account  of  a  war  they  had  declared  againft  a  neigh- 
bouring ifland.  This  agrees  with  what  wc  learned 
among  the  Friendly  and  Society  Ifles,  that,  previ- 
ous to  any  hoftile  expedition,  the  chiefs  always  en- 
deavoured to  animate  the  courage  of  the  people,  by 
feafts  and  rejoicings  in  the  night.  We  pafTed  the 
night  without  any  difturbance,  except  from  the 
bowlings  and  lamentations  which  were  heard  on 
fiiore. 

On  Monday  the  15th,  early  in  the  morning,  Koah 
came  along-fide  the  Refolution,  with  a  fmall  pig 
and  fome  cloth,  which  he  defired  permiflion  to  pre- 
feut  to  Mr.  King.  We  have  already  mentioned, 
that  this  officer  was  fuppofed  by  the  ifland ers  to  be 
the  fon  of  Captain  Cook ;  and  as  the  latter  had  al-^ 
ways  fufFered  them  to  believe  it,  Mr.  King  was  pro- 
bably confidered  as  the  chief  after  his  death.  As 
foon  as  he  came  on  deck,  he  interrogated  Koah 
with  regard  to  the  body ;  and,  on  his  returning 
cvafive  anfwers,  refufed  to  accept  his  prefents;  and 
was  on  the  point  of  difmiffing  him  with  expreffions 
of  anger  and  refentment,  had  not  Captain'  Gierke, 
with  a  view  of  keeping  up  the  appearance  of  friend- 
ihip,  judged  it  more  proper  that  he  fliould  be 
treated  with  the  cuftomary  relpecl.  This  artful 
prieft  came  frequently  to  us  in  the  courfe  of  the 
morning,  with  fome  trifling  prefent  or  other;  and 
as  we  always  obferved  him  eyeing  every  part  of  the 
fliip  with  a  great  degree  of  attention,  we  took  care 
he  fliould  fee  we  were  well  prepared  for  our  defence. 
He  was  extremely  urgent  both  with  Captain  Clerke 
and  Mr.  King  to  go  on  fhore,  imputing  the  deten- 
tion of  the  bodies  to  the  other  chiefs,  and  afluring 
thofe  gentlemen,  that  every  thing  might  be  ad- 
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mfted  to  their  fatisfadion,  by  a  perfonal  interview 
with  the  king.     However,  they  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  comply  with  Koah*s  requeft  ;  and  indeed 
a  hck  came  afterwards  to  their  knowledge,  which 
proved  his  want  of  veracity.     For,  they  were  in- 
formed, that  immediately  after  the  a<^ion  in  which 
Captain  Cook  had  loft  his  life,  Terreeoboo  had  re- 
tired to  a  cave  in  the  fteep  part  of  the  mountaia 
that  hangs  over  the  bay,  which  was  acceffible  only 
by  means  of  ropes,  and  where  he  continued  for  fe- 
veral  days,  having  his  provifions  let  down  to  hiiri 
by  cords.     After  the  departure  of  Koah  from  the 
fliips,  we  obferved  that  his  countrymen  who  had 
affemWed  by  day-break,   in   vaft  crowds  on  the 
fhore,  flocked  around  him  with  great  eagernefs  oa 
his  landing,  as  if  they  wifhed  to  learn  the  intelli- 
gence he  had  gained,  and  what  fteps  were  to  ba 
taken  in  confequence  of  it.     It  is  highly  probable, 
that  they  expeded  we  fliould  attempt  to  put  our 
threats  in  execution  ;  and  they  appeared  fully  de- 
termined to  ftand  their  ground.     During  the  whole 
morning,  v/e  heard  conchs  blowing  in  various  parts 
of  the  coaft ;  large  parties  were  perceived  marching 
ever  the  hills  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  appearances 
were  fo  alarming,  that  we  carried  out  a  ftream  an- 
chor, for  the  purpofe  of  hauling  the  fliip  abreaft  of 
the  town,  in  cafe  of  an  attack ;  and  boats  were 
ftationed  off  the  northern  point  of  the  bay,  in  order 
to  prevent  a  furpiize  from  the  natives  in  that  quar- 
ter.    Their  warlike  pofture   at   prefent,    and  the 
breach  of  their  engagement  to  reftore  the  bodies  of 
the  llain,  occafioned  frelh  debates  among  us  con- 
cerning the  meafures  which  fliould  now  be  purfued. 
U  was  at  length  determined,  that  nothing  fhould  be 
permitted  to  interfere  with  the  repair  of  the  Refo- 
lution's  mail,  and  the  preparations  for  our  depar- 
ture ;   but  that  we  fliould  neverthelefs  continue  our 
negocJations  for  the  rcftoration  of  the  bodies  of  out" 
countrymen.     The  greater  part  of  this  day  was  em- 
ployed 
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ployed  in  getting  the  fore-maft  into  a  proper  fitiia- 
tion  on  deck,  that  the  carpenters  might  work  upon' 
it;  and  alfo  in  making  the  requifite  alterations  i» 
the  commiflions  of  the  officers.     The  chief  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  having  devolved  on  Cap- 
tain Gierke,  he  removed  on  board  the  Kefolution, 
promoted  Lieutenant  Gore  to  the  rank  of  captain  of 
the  Difcovery,    appointed  Meffrs.  King  and  Wil- 
liamfonfirft  and  fecond  lieutenants  of  theRefolution, 
and  nominated  Mr.  Harvey,  a  midfliipman,  who 
had  accompanied  Captain  Cook  during  his  two  laft 
voyages,  to  fill  the  vacant  lieutenancy.     During 
the  w  hole  day,  we  fuftained  no  interruption  from 
the  iflanders :  and  in  the  evening,  the  launch  was 
moored  with  a  top-chain,  and  guard-boats  ftationed 
round  each  of  the  fhips  as  before.     About  eight 
o'clock,  it  being  exceedingly  dark,  we  heard  a  ca- 
noe paddling  towards  the  Ihip  ;  and  it  was  no  fooner 
perceived,  than  both  the  fentinels  on  deck  fired  into 
it.  -  There  were  two  of  the  natives  in  this  canoe, 
who  immediately  roared  out  "  Tinnee,'*  (which 
was  their  method  of  pronouncing  Mr.  King's  name), 
and  faid  they  were  friends,  and  hadfomething  with 
them  w  hich  belonged  to  Captain  Cook.   When  they 
came  onboard,  they  threw  themfelves  at  the  feet  of 
our  ofiicers,  and  feemed  to  be  extremely  terrified. 
It  fortunately  happened  that  neither  of  them  was 
hurt,  notwithftanding  the  balls  of  both  pieces  had 
gone  tlircHigh  the  canoe.     One  of  thefe  was  the 
perfon  who  has  been  already  mentioned  under  the 
appellation  of  the  taboo  man,  who  conftantly  at- 
tended Captain  Cook  with  the  particular  ceremonies 
vve  have  before  defcribed  ;  and  who,  though  a  man 
of  diftindion  in  the  ifland,  could  fcarcely  be  pre- 
vented from  performing  for  him  the  moil  humili- 
ating offices  of  a  menial  fervant.     After  bewailing, 
with  many  tears,  the   lofs   of  the  Orono,  he  in- 
formed us  that  he  had  brought  a  part  of  his  body. 
Ik  then  gave  us  a  fmall  bundle  which  he  brought 
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Under  his  arm  ;  aiid  it  is  impofiible  to  defcribe  the 
horror  with  which  we  werefeized,  upon  Ending  in 
it  a  piece  of  human  flefli  of  the  weight   of  about 
nine  or  teri   pounds.     This,  he  fiid,  was  all  that 
now  remained  of  the  body  ;  that  the  reft  had  been 
cut  in  pieces,  and  burnt ;  but  that  the  head,  and 
all  the  bones,  except  thofe  which  belonged  to  the 
trunk,  were  in  the  poffellidn  of  Terreeoboo  and 
the   other   chiefs;    that   w'tit   we   faw  had  been 
allotted  to  Kaoo,  the  chief  of  the  prieits,  for  che 
purpofe  of  being  iifed  in  fome  religious  ceremony ; 
and  that  he  had  fent  it  as  a  teftimony  of  his  inno- 
cence, and  of  his  attachment  to  us.     We  h^d  now 
an  opportunity  of  learning  whether  they  were  can- 
nibals ;  and  we  did  not  neglecf  to  avail  ourfdves 
of  it.     We  firft  endeavoured,  by  feveral  indirect 
queftions,  put  to  each  of  them  apart,  to  gain  in- 
formation refpe^ling  the  manner  in  v/hich  the  other 
bodies  had  been  treated  and  difpofed  of ;  and  find- 
ing them  very  conftant  in  one  account,  that  after 
the  flefh  had  been  cut  off,  the  whole  of  it  was  burnt ; 
we  at  laft  put  the  direct  quelHon,  whether  they  had 
not  fed  on  fome  of  it ;  they  immediately  teftified 
as   much  horror  at  fuch  an  idea,  as  any  Eui'opean, 
would  have  done ;  and  afked,  whether  that  was  the 
practice   among   us.     They   afterwards  afl?.ed  us, 
with  great  earneftnefs,  and  with  an  appearance  of 
apprehenfion,  when  the  Orono  would  come  again? 
and  how  he  would  treat  them  on  his  return  ?  the  'ame 
enquiry  was  often  made  in  the  fequel   by  others ; 
and   this  idea  is  confiftent  with  the  general  tenour 
©f  their  conduct  towards  him,  which  indicated  that 
they  coniidered  him  as  a  being  of  a  fuperior  fpecies* 
We  prelTcd  our  two  friendly  vifitants  to  continue 
on  board  till  the  next  morning,  but  we  could  not  pre- 
vail upon  them.  They  informed  us,  that  if  this  traaf- 
adiion  fhould  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  king, 
or  any  of  the  other  erees,  it  might  be  attended  with 
the  moft  fatal  confequences  to  their  whole  fociety ; 
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to  prevent  which,  they  had  been  under  the  ncceiTity 
of  coming  to  us  in  the  dark  ;  and  the  lame  pre- 
caution, they  faid,  would  be  requifite  in  returning 
on  Ihore.  'J'hey  further  told  us,  that  the  chiefs 
were  eager  to  take  revenge  on  us  for  the  death  of 
their  countrymen  ;  and  particularly  cautioned  us 
againft  trulfing  Koah,  who,  they  affured  us,  was 
our  implacable  enemy  ;  and  ardently  longed  for  an 
opportunity  of  fighting  us,  to  which  the  blowing 
of  the  conchs  that  we  had  heard  in  the  morning, 
was  intended  as  a  challenge.  It  likewife  appeared 
from  the  information  of  thefe  men,  that  feventeen 
of  their  countrymen  were  llain  in  the  firft  aclion,  at 
the  village  of  Kowrowa,  five  of  whom  were  chiefs  ; 
and  that  Kaneena  and  his  brother,  our  particular 
friends,  were  of  that  number.  Eight,  they  faid, 
had  loft  their  lives  at  the  obfervatory  ;  three  of 
whom  likewife  were  perfons  of  the  firft  diftinction. 
At  eleven  o'clock  the  two  natives  left  us,  and  took 
the  precaution  to  defire  that  one  of  our  guard-boats 
might  attend  them,  till  they  had  pafted  the  Difco- 
very,  left  they  ihould  again  be  fired  upon,  which, 
by  alarming  their  countrymen  on  fliore,  might  ex- 
pofe  them  to  the  danger  of  detection.  This  requeft 
w  as  readily  complied  with,  and  we  had  the  latis- 
faction  to  find,  that  they  reached  the  land  fafe  and 
undifcovered.  During  the  remainder  of  this  night, 
we  heard  the  fiune  loud  lamentations,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding one.  Early  the  following  morning,  we  re- 
ceived a  vifit  from  Koah.  Mr.  King  was  piqued  at 
finding,  that  notwithrtanding  the  moft  glaring 
marks  of  treachery  in  his  conduct,  and  the  pofitive 
declaration  of  our  friends  the  priefts,  he  Ihould  ftill 
be  fuffered  to  carry  on  the  fame  farce,  and  to  make 
us  at  leaft  appear  the  dupes  of  his  hypocrify.  Our 
lituation  v/as  indeed  become  extremely  aukward 
and  unpromifing  ;  none  of  the  purpofes  for  which 
this  pacific  plan  of  proceedings  had  been  adopted, 
having  hitherto  been  in  any  reijpcd  promoted  by  it. 
3  No 


To    THE    Pacific    O  c  e  a  n,  &:c.     1995 

IvFo  fatisfaclory  anfwcr  had  been  ^iven  to  our  de- 
mands ;  we  did  not  feem  to  have  made  any  progreJs 
towards  a  reconciiiLition  with  the  natives  ;  they  iUll 
remained  on  the  fliore  in  hoilile  pollures,  as  if  de- 
termined to  oppofe  any  endeavours  we  might  make 
to  go  afhore;  and  yet  It  was  become  absolutely  ne- 
cellary  to  attempt  landing,  as  the  completing  our 
ilock  of  water  ^Aould  not  admit  of  any  longer  de- 
lay. However,  in  juilice  to  the  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Gierke,  we  mull  remark,  that  it  was  highly 
probable,  from  the  great  numbers  of  the  iflanders, 
and  from  the  refolution  with  which  they  feemed  to 
expeCl  our  approach,  that  an  attack  could  not  have 
been  made  without  danger;  and  that  the  lofs  of 
even  a  very  few  men  might,  have  been  feverelyfelt 
by  us,  during  the  remainder  of  our  voyage :  whereas 
the  delaying  to  put  our  menaces  into  execution, 
though,  on  the  one  hand,  it  diniiniflied  ihcir  opi- 
nion of  our  valour,  had  the  effec^c  of  occaiionino" 
them  to  diiperfe  on  the  other.  For  this  day,  about 
12  o'clock,  upon  finding  that  we  perfiiled  in  our 
inadivity,  great  bodies  ot  them,  after  blowing  their 
conchs,and  ufmg  every  method  of  dcHance.  marched 
off,  over  the  hills,  and  ne\er  iirade  their  appearance 
afterwards.  Thole,  however,  who  remained,  were 
not  the  jefs  daring  and  prefumptuous.  One  of  them 
had  the  iniolence  to  come  within  mulquct-raot  a- 
head  of  the  Refolution,  and  after  throwuig  fevei  al 
ftones  at  us,  waved  over  his  head  the  hat  which  had 
belonged  to  Captain  Cook,  while  his  country- 
men alhore  were  exultinc:  and  encouraLrinn-  his 
audacity.  Our  people  v/ere  highly  enraged  at  this 
infalt,  and,  coming  in  a  body  on  the  quarter-deck, 
begged  they  might  no  longer  be  obliged  to  put  up 
with  fuch  reiterated  provocations,  and  requeftcd 
Mr.  King  to  endeavour  to  obtain  permifiion  for 
them,  from  Captain  Gierke,  to  take  advantage  of 
the  firft  fair  occafion  of  avenging  the  death  of  their 
piucli  lamented  commander.     On  Mr.  King's  ac- 
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quainting  the  captain  with  what  was  paflirg,  he 
ordered  lonie  great  guns  to  be  fired  at  the  iflandersi 
on  fliore  ;  and  promifed  the  Crew,  that,  if  they 
fhould  be  molefted  at  the  watering-place,  the  next 
day,  they  fhould  then  be  permitted  to  chaflife  thenn. 
Before  we  could  bring  our  gups  to  bear,  the  na- 
tives !iad  fufpecled  our  intentions,  from  the  buftie 
and  agitation  they  obferved  in  the  fbip  ;  and  had 
retired  behind  thejr  houles  and  walls.  We  were 
confequently  obliged  to  fire,  in  fome  degree,  at 
random  ;  notvvithftanding  which,  our  fliot  produced 
all  the  effects  we  could  delire:  for,  in  a  fhort  time 
afterwards,  we  perceived  Koah  paddling  towards 
us,  with  the  greateft  hafte  ;  and  when  he  arrived, 
we  learned  that  fomepec^le  had  lofl  their  lives,  and 
among  the  refl  Maiha-maiha,  a  principal  eree, 
nearly  related  to  Terreeoboo.  Not  kmg  after 
Koah's  arrival,  two  boys  fwam  off  from  the  moral 
towards  our  veflels,  each  armed  with  a  long  fpear  ; 
and  after  they  had  approached  pretty  near,  they  be- 
gan in  a  very  folemn  manner  to  chant  a  fong ;  the 
lubjecl  of  which,  from  their  frequently  mentioning 
the  word  Orono,  and  pointing  to  the  village  where 
Captain  Cook  had  been  flain,  we  concluded  to  be 
the  late  calamitous  occurrence.  Having  fung  for 
near  a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  a  plaintive  flraln, 
during  all  which  time  they  continued  in  the  water, 
they  repaired  on  board  the  D-Ifcovery,  and  deUvered 
up  their  fpears ;  and  after  remaining  there  a  fhort 
time,  returned  on  fhore.  We  could  never  learn 
who  fent  them,  or  what  was  the  object  of  this  ce- 
rem.ony.  During  the  night,  we  took  the  ufual 
precautions  for  the  fecurity  of  the  fhips ;  and^  as 
foon  as  it  was  dark,  the  two  natives,  who  had  vi- 
fited  us  the  preceding  evening,  came  off  to  us 
again.  They  affured  us,  that  though  the  efFed:s  of 
our  great  guns  this  afternoon,  had  greatly  alarmed 
the  chiefs,  they  had  by  no  means  rciinquifhed  their 
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lioftile  intentions,  and  they  advifed  us  to  be  on  our 
guard. 

On  Wednefday,  the  17th,  the  boats  of  both  fhlps 
w;.re  difpatched  afliore  to  procure  water ;  and  the 
Dilcovery  was  warped  clofe  to  the  beach,  in  order 
to  protect  the  perfons  employed  in  that  fervice. 
Wc  foon  found  that  the  intelligence  which  had  been 
fent  us  by  the  priefts,  was  not  delHtute  of  founda- 
tion, and  that  the  illanders  were  determined  to  ne- 
gled  no  opportunity  of  annoying  us,  when  it  could 
be  done  without  much  hazard.  The  villages, 
throughout  this  whole  clufter  of  iflands,  are,  for 
the  moll  part,  fituated  near  the  fea  ;  and  the  ad- 
jacent ground  is  enclofed  with  ftone  walls,  of  the 
height  of  about  three  feet.  Thefe,  we  at  firft  fup- 
ip'jicd,  were  defigned  for  the  diviiion  of  property ; 
but  we  now  dilcovered  that  they  ferved  for  a  de- 
fence againft  invalion,  for  which  purpofe  they  were, 
perhaps,  chiefly  intended.  They  confift  of  loofe 
ftones,  and  the  natives  are  very  dexterous  in  fhift- 
ing  them,  with  great  quicknefs,  to  fuch  particular 
iituations,  as  the  direction  of  the  attack  may  occa- 
fionally  require.  In  the  fides  of  the  mountain  that 
ftands  near  the  bay,  they  have  likewife  holes,  or 
caves,  of  confiderable  depth,  whofe  entrance  is  fe- 
cured  by  a  fence  of  a  fimilar  kind.  From  behind 
both  thefe  flations,  the  illanders  perpetually  har- 
raffed  our  watering  party  with  ftones ;  nor  could 
the  inconfiderable  force  we  had  on  fhore,  with  the 
advantage  of  mufquets,  compel  them  to  retreat. 
Thus  oppofed,  our  people  were  fo  occupied  in  at- 
tending to  their  own  lafety,  that,  during  the  whole 
forenoon,  they  filled  only  one  ton  of  water.  It 
being  therefore  impoilible  for  them  to  perform  this 
fervice,  till  their  aflailants  were  driven  to  a  greater 
diftance,  the  Difcovery  was  ordered  to  diflodge  the 
enemy  with  her  great  guns  ;  which  being  accom^ 
plifhed  by  means  of  a  few  difcharges,  the  men  landed 
yithout  moleitation.    The  natives,  however,  made 
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their  appearance  again  foon  afterwards,  in  their 
ufual  method  of  attack  ;  and  it  was  now  deemed 
abfolutely  neceflary  to  burn  down  fome  ftraggling 
huts,  near  the  wall  behind  which  they  had  flieltereci 
themfelves.  In  executing  the  orders  that  were 
given  for  that  purpofe,  our  people  were  hurried  into 
ads  of  unneceflary  devallation  and  cruelty.  Some 
allowance  ought  certainly  to  be  made  for  their  re- 
fentmentof  the  repeated  infults,  and  contemptuous 
behaviour  of  the  iflanders,  and  for  their  natural  de- 
lire  of  revenging:  the  death  of  their  beloved  and  re- 
fpccled  commander.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  their 
conduct  ftrongly  evinced,  that  the  greatcft  precau- 
tion is  requifite  in  trufting,  even  for  a  moment,  the 
difcretionary  ufe  of  arms  in  the  hands  of  private 
foldiers,  or  leamen,  on  fuch  occafions.  The  ftrid- 
nefs  of  difcipline,  and  the  habits  of  obedience,  by 
which  their  force  is  kept  directed  to  fuitable  objefts, 
lead  them  to  conceive,  that  whenever  they  have  the 
power,  they  have  likewife  a  right  to  perform. 
Actual  difobedience  being  almoft  the  only  crime  for 
which  they  expect  to  receive  punifhment,  they  are 
apt  to  conlider  it  as  the  fole  meafure  of  right  and 
wrong  j  and  hence  they  are  too  ready  to  conclude, 
that  what  they  can  do  with  impunity,  they  may 
alfo  do  confiftently  with  honour  and  jultice  ;  fo  that 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  that  generofity  to- 
wards on  unrehfting  enemy,  which,  at  other  times, 
is  a  Itriking  diftinction  of  brave  men,  become  but 
feeble  reitraints  to  the  exercife  of  violence,  when 
fet  in  oppofition  to  the  defire  they  naturally  have  of 
Ihewing  their  own  power  and  independence. 

We  have  before  obferved,  that  directions  had 
been  given  to  burn  only  a  few  ftraggling  houfes, 
which  afforded  fhelter  to  the  iflanders.  We  were 
therefore  greatly  furprized  on  perceiving  the  whole 
village  in  flames  •,  and  befoiC  a  boat,  that  was  fent  to 
flop  the  progrefsof  themifc;.ief, could  reach theland, 
the  habitations  of  our  Qld  acd  conltant  friends,^  the. 
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pricfts,  v/ere  all  on  fire.  Mr.  King  had,  therefore, 
a^reatreafon  to  lament  theillnefs  that  confined  him  on 
board  this  day.  The  priefts  had  always  been  under 
his  prote6:ion  ;  and,  unfortunately,  the  officers  then 
on  duty  having  feldom  been  on  fhore  at  the  morai, 
were  but  little  acquainted  with  the  circumftances  of 
the  place.  Had  he  been  prefent  himfelf,  he  might, 
in  all  probability,  have  been  the  means  of  preferving 
their  little  fociety  from  deftrudion.  In  efcaping 
from  the  flames,  feveral  of  the  inhabitants  were 
dot ;  and  our  people  cut  off  the  heads  of  two 
of  them,  and  brought  them  on  board.  The  fate 
of  one  unhappy  native  was  much  lamented  by 
all  of  us.  As  he  was  repairing  to  the  well  for  wa- 
ter, he  was  Ihot  at  by  one  of  the  marines.  The  ball 
happened  to  ftrike  his  calibafh,  which  he  inftantly 
threw  from  him,  and  ran  off.  He  was  purfued  into 
one  of  the  caves  above-mentioned,  and  no  lion  could 
have  defended  his  den  with  greater  bravery  and 
fiercenefs  ;  till  at  length,  after  he  had  found  means 
to  keep  two  of  our  people  at  bay  for  a  confiderable 
time,  he  expired,  covered  with  wounds.  This  ac- 
cident firft  brought  us  acquainted  with  the  ufe  to 
which  thefe  caverns  are  applied.  About  this  time 
a  man,  advanced  in  years,  was  taken  prifoner, 
bound,  and  conveyed  on  board  the  Hefolution,  in 
the  fame  boat,  with  the  heads  of  his  two  coun- 
trymen. We  never  obferved  horror  fo  ftrongly 
portrayed,  as  in  the  face  of  this  perfon,  nor  fo  vio- 
lent a  tranfition  to  immoderate  joy,  as  when  he  was 
untied,  and  given  to  underftand,  that  he  might  de- 
part in  fafety.  He  fhewed  us  that  he  was  not  defi- 
cient in  gratitude,  as  he  not  only  often  returned 
aftci  wards  Nvith  prefents  of  proviiions,  but  alfo  did 
us  other  fervices. 

Soon  after  the  deftrudlion  of  the  village,  we 
faw,  coming  down  the  hill,  a  man,  accompanied  by 
fifteen  or  twenty  boys,  who  held  in  their  hands 
pieces  of  white  cloth,  plantains,  green  boughs,  &c. 
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It  happened  that  this  pacific  embaffy,  as  foon  as  they 
were  within  reach,  received  the  fire  of  a  party  of 
our  men.     This,  however,  did  not  deter  them  from 
continuing  their  procefiion,  and  the  officer  on  duty 
came  up,  in   time,  to  prevent  a  fecond  difcharge. 
As  they  made  a  nearer  approach,  the  principal  pcrfon 
proved  to  be  our  friend  Kaireekeea,  who  had  fled 
when  our  people  firfl  fet  fire  to  the  village,  and  had 
now  returned,  and  exprefTed  his  defireof  being  fent 
on  board  the  Refolution.     On  his  arrival  we  found 
him  extremely  thoughtful  and  grave.     We  endea- 
voured to  convince  him  of  the  neceflity  there  was 
of  fetting  fire  to  the  village,  by  which  his  houfe, 
and  thofe  of  his  brethren  were  unintentionally  de- 
ftroyed.     He  expoflulated  with  us  on  our  ingrati- 
tude and  want  of  friendfhip  ;  and,  indeed,  it  was 
not  till  the  prefent  moment,  that  we  knew  the  whole 
extent  of  the  injury  that  had  been  done  them.     He 
informed  us,  that,  confiding  in  the  promifes  Mr. 
King  had  made  them,  and  as  well  as  in  the  afTurances 
they  had  received  from  the  men,  who  had  brought  us 
fome  of  Captain  Cook's  remains,  they  had  not  re- 
moved their  efiPe^ls  back  into  the  country,  as  the 
other  inhabitants  had  done,  but  had  put  every  va- 
luable article  of  their  own,  as  well   as  what  they 
had  collected  from  us,  into  a  houfe  adjoining  to  the 
morai,  where  they  had  the  mortification  to  fee  it 
all  fet  on  fire  by  our  people.     He  had,  on  coming 
on  board,  perceived  the  heads  of  his  two  country- 
men lying  on  deck,  at  which  he  was  greatly  fhocked, 
and   carneftly  defired   that  they  might  be  thrown 
over-board.     This   requeff,    by   the   directions  of 
Captain  Clerke,  was   immediately  complied   with. 
In   the   evening  our  watering  party  returned  on 
board,    having  fuitained  no   farther  interruption. 
We  pafled  a  difagreeable  night  ;  the  cries  and  la- 
mentations we  heard  from  the  fliore  being  far  more 
dreadful  than  ever.     Our  only  confolation  on  this 
"occafion,  arofe  from  the  hopes  that  a  repetition  of 
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tuch  feverities  might  riot  be  reqiiifite  In  future.  It 
is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that,  amidft  all  thefe  dlf- 
turbances,  the  female  natives,  who  were  on  board, 
did  not  offer  to  leave  us,  or  difcover  any  apprehen- 
iions  either  for  themfelves  or  their  friends  on  fhore. 
They  appeared,  indeed,  fo  perfectly  unconcerned, 
that  fome  of  them,  who  were  on  deck  v^'hen  the 
A^illage  was  in  flames,  feemed  to  admire  the  fpecla- 
cle,  and  frequently  exclaimed,  that  it  was  maitai, 
or  very  fine.  '' 

On  Thurfday,  the  i8th,  in  the  morning,  the 
treacherous  Koah  came  off  to  the  fhips,  as  ufual. 
There  being  no  longer  any  neceiltty  for  keeping 
terms  v/ith  him,  Mr.  King  was  allowed  to  trer.t  him 
as  he  tliought  proper.  When  he  approached  the 
fide  of  the  Refolution,  finging  a  fong,  and  offering 
a  hog,  and  fome  plantains,  to  Mr.  King,  the  lat- 
ter ordered  him  to  keep  off,  and  cautioned  him 
never  to  make  his  appearance  again  without  the 
bones  of  Captain  Cook^  left  his  life  fliould  pay  the 
forfeit  of  his  repeated  breach  of  faith.  He  did  not 
appear  much  mortified  with  this  unwelcome  re- 
ception, but  imniediately  returned  on  fliore,  and 
joined  a  party  of  his  countrymen,  who  were 
throwing  ftones  at  Our  waterers.  The  body  of  the 
young  man,  who  had  been  killed  the  preceding  day, 
vras  found  this  m.orning  lying  at  the  entrance  of  the 
rave  ;  and  a  mat  was  thrown  over  him  by  fome  of 
our  people:  foon  after  which  they  faw  feveral  of 
the  natives  carrying  him  off  on  their  fiioulders,  and 
could  hear  them  chanting,  as  they  marched,  a 
mournful  fong;.  At  lenaith  the  iflanders  beins:  con- 
vmced  that  it  was  not  the  want  of  ability  to  chaftize 
them,  which  had  induced  us  at  firft  to  tolerate  their 
provocations,  defiftcd  from  molefting  our  people; 
arid,  towards  the  evening,  a  chief,  named  Eappo^, 
who  had  fcldom  vifited  us,  but  whom  we  knew  to 
be  a  man  of  the  firft  diftinClion,  came  with  prefents 
from  Tcrrceoboo  to  fue  for  peace.     Thefe  prefents 
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•were  accepted,  and  the  chief  was  difmifled  with 
the  following  anfwer :  That  no  peace  would  be 
granted,  till  the  remains  of  Captain  Cook  fhould 
be  reftored.  From  Eappo  we  underllood  that  the 
flefli  of  all  the  bones  of  our  people  who  had  been 
ilain,  as  well  as  the  bones  of  the  trunks,  had  been 
burnt;  that  the  limb-bones  of  the  marines  had 
been  diftributed  among  the  inferior  chiefs  ;  and  that 
the  remains  of  Captain  Cook  had  been  difpofed  of 
as  follows :  the  head  to  a  great  eree,  called  Kahooo- 
peou  ;  the  hair  to  Maiha-maiha ;  and  the  arms, 
legs,  and  thighs,  to  Terreeoboo.  After  it  was 
dark,  many  of  the  natives  came  off  with  various 
Ibrts  of  vegetables ;  and  we  alfo  received  from 
Kaireekeea  two  large  prefents  of  the  fame  articles. 

On  the  19th  we  were  principally  employed  in 
fending  and  receiving  the  meflages  that  paffed  be- 
twecn  Captain  Gierke  and  the  old  king.  Eappo  was 
very  urgent,  that  one  of  our  officers  fhould  go  on 
ihore  ;  and  offered  to  remain  on  board,  in  the  mean 
time,  as  an  hoflage.  This  requefl:,  however,  was 
not  complied  with  ;  and  he  left  us  with  a  promife 
K)f  bringing  the  bones  the  following  day.  Our  wa- 
tering party,  at  the  beach,  did  not  meet  with  the 
leail  oppofition  from  the  iflanders  ;  who  notwith- 
flanding  our  cautious  behaviour,  again  ventured 
themfelves  among  us  without  any  marks  of  diffi- 
dence or  apprehenfion.  On  Saturday  the  20th,  early 
in  the  morning,  we  had  the  fatisfadion  of  getting 
the  fore-mafl  flepped.  This  operation  was  attended 
\vith  confiderable  difficulty,  and  fome  danger,  our 
ropes  being  fo  extremely  rotten,  that  the  purchafc 
ieveral  times  gave  way.  Between  the  hours  of  ten 
and  eleven,  we  faw  a  numerous  body  of  the  natives 
defcending  the  hill,  which  is  over  the  beach,  in  3 
fort  of  proceffion,  each  man  carrying  on  his  fhoul- 
ders  two  or  three  fugar-canes,  and  fome  bread-fruit, 
plantains,  and  taro,  in  his  hand.  They  were  pre- 
ceded by  two  drummers,  who,  when  they  reached 
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the  water- fide,  feated  themfelves  by  a  white  flag, 
and  began  beating  their  drums,  while  thofe  who  had 
followed  them,  advanced,  one  by  one,  and  depo- 
iited  the  prefents  they  had  brought  with  them  ; 
after  which  they  retired  in  the  fame  order.  Soon 
afterwards  Eappo  appeared  in  his  long  feathered 
cloak,  bearing  Ibmething  with  great  folemnity  in 
his  hands  ;  and  having  ftationed  himfelf  on  a  rock, 
he  made  figns  that  a  boatfliould  befenthim.  Cap- 
tain Gierke,  fuppofing  that  the  chief  had  brought 
the  bones  of  our  late  commodore  (which,  indeed, 
proved  to  be  the  cafe),  went  himfelf  in  the  pinnace 
to  receive  them,  and  ordered  Mr.  King  to  attend 
him  in  the  cutter.  When  they  arrived  at  the  beach, 
Eappoo,  entering  the  pinnace,  delivered  the  bones 
to  Captain  Gierke,  wrapped  up  in  a  great  quantity 
of  fine  new  cloth,  and  covered  ^vith  afpotted  cloak 
of  black  and  white  feathers.  He  afterwards  at- 
tended our  gentlemen  to  the  Reiblution,  but  could 
not  be  prevailed  on  to  accompany  them  on  board ; 
being,  perhaps,  from  a  fenle  of"  decency,  unwilling 
to  be  prefent  at  the  opening  of  the  parcel.  In  this 
we  found  both  the  hands  of  Captain  Cook  entire, 
which  were  well  known  to  us  from  a  fear  on  one  of 
them,  that  divided  the  fore-finger  from  the  thumb, 
the  whole  length  of  the  metacarpal  bone  ;  the  ikull, 
but  with  the  icalp  leparatcd  from  it,  and  the  bones 
of  the  face  wanting ;  the  fcalp,  with  the  ears  ad- 
hering to  it,  and  the  hair  upon  it  cut  fhort ;  the 
bones  of  both  the  arms,  with  the  lk.in  of  the  fore- 
arms hanQ:in2:to  them  ;  the  bones  of  the  thighs  and 
legs  joined  together,  but  without  the  feet.  The 
ligaments  of  the  joints  were  obferved  to  be  cntirB  ; 
and  the  whole  Ihewed  fufiicient  marks  of  Jiaving 
been  in  the  fiie,  except  the  hands,  which  had  tht- 
flefh  remaining  upon  them,  and  were  cut  in  feveral 
places,  and  crammed  with  fait,  moil  probably  with 
a  view  of  preferving  them.  The  flvuU  was  free 
from  any  fracture,  but  the  fcalp  had  a  cut  in  the 
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back  part  of  it.  Th-e  lower  jaw  and  feet,  "K^hfch 
were  wanting,  had  been  feized,  as  Eappo  informed 
us,  by  different  erees  ;  and  he  alfo  told  us,  that  Terr 
reeoboo  was  ufing  evejy  means  to  recover  them. 

The  next  iTiOrning,  being  the  21  ft  of  F'ebruary, 
Eappo,  and  the  king's  fon,  came  on  board,  and 
brought  with  them  not  only  the  remaining  bones 
of  Captain  Cook,  but  iikewife  the  barrels  of  hir, 
gun,  his  llioe^,  and  fome  other  triilcs.  which  had 
Ipelonged  to  him»  Kappo  aflured  us,  that  Terreeo- 
bf99^:  Maiha-maiha,  and  himfelf  were  extremely  de-. 
l;r,ou^  of  peace ;  that,  they  had  given  us  the  moft 
fPA,yinc;ipg  proofs  of  it:;  and  that  they  had  been 
prevented' from  giving  it  fooncr  by  the  other  chiefs, 
p:iany  .or  wiv?'P,  wt-'re  fnll  diiairTttled  to  us.  Pie 
iapientGdyrVvith^- the  moft  lively  forrow,  the  death 
Qf  .fix  fchicfs,  who  had  been  killed  by  our  people  ; 
fome, of  v;hom,  he  faid,  were  among  our  beii 
friends.  ;  He  informed  us,  that  the  cutter  had  beei> 
taken  away  by  Pareea's  people,  probably  in  revenge 
for  the  blow  that  he  had  received  ;  and  that  it  had 
been  broken  up  the  following  day.  The  arms  of 
the  marines,  which  we  had  alfo  demanded,  had 
been  carried  off,  he  faid,  by  the  populace  and  were 
irrecoverable. 

Nothing  now  remained,  but  to  perform  the  lafl 
folernn  offices  to  our  excellent  commander.  JLappo 
was  difmiffed  with  orders  to  taboo  all  the  bay  ;  and, 
in  the  afternoon  his  remains  having  been  depofited 
in  a  coffin,  the  funeral  fervicc  was  read  over  them, 
and  they  were  committed  to  the  deep  with  the  ufual 
military  honours.  Our  feedings,  on  this  mournful 
occafion,  are  more  eafy  to  be  conceived  than  ex- 
preiled. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.       XVI. 

ON  the  22nd  of  February,  1779,  during,  the 
movnlng',  not  a  canoe  came  near  the  bay,  the 
taboo,  which  Eappo,  at  our  reqiled,  had  laid  on  it 
•jfchc  preceding  da5^,  having  not  yet  been  taken  off. 
'At'lcngth  that  chief  came  on  board  ;  when  we  af- 
fured,hiiu  that  we  were  now  perfectly  fatisfied  •,  and 
ihat,  as  the  Orono  was  buried,  all  rememibrance  of 
the  late  unhappy  tranlaftions  was  buried  with  him. 
We  afterwards  requefted  him  to  take  off  the  taboo, 
and  to  make  it  known,  that  the  iflanders  might 
bring  'provilions  to  us  as  ufual.  The  fliips  were 
foon  furrounded  with  canoes,  and  many  of  the  erees 
came  on  board,  expreilin^j;  their  grief  at  what  had 
happened,  and  their  fatisfaction  at  oi]r  reconciha- 
tion.  Several  of  our  friends,  who  did  not  favour 
us  with  a  vifit,  fent  prefents  of  large  hogs,  and 
other  proviiiuns.  Among  the  reft,  the  old  treache- 
rous Koah  came  off  to  us,  but  we  refufed  him  ad- 
miftance.  We  were  now  preparing  to  put  to  fca, 
and  Captain  Gierke  imagining,  that,  if  the  intelli- 
gence of  our  proceedings  fhould  reach  the  iflands  to 
leeward  before  us,  it  might  have  a  bad  effecl,  gave 
oideis,  that  the  fhips  fhould  be  unmoored.  About 
eight  in  the  evening,  we  difmifled  all  the  natives ; 
and  Eappo,  and  the  friendly  Kaireekeea,  took  theiV 
leave  oF  us  in  a  very  affectionate  manner.  We  im- 
mediately weighed  anchor,  and  flood  out  of  Kara- 
kakooa  bay.  The  iflanders  were  affembled  in  great 
numbers  on  the  fliore ;  and,  as  we  paffed  along^ 
received  our  laft  farewels,  with  every  mark  of  good- 
will and  affection.  About  ten  o'clock,  P.  M.  having 
cleared  the  land,  we  ftood  to  the  northward,  with 
a  view  of  fearching  for  a  harbour,  which  the  na- 
tives had  often  mentioned,  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide 
of  Mowee.  We  found  ourfelves,  the  next  morn- 
ing, driven  to  leeward,  by  a  fwell  from  the  N.  E. 

and 
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and  a  frefli  gale,  from  the  fame  quarter,  drove  us 
ftill  farther  to  the  weflward.  At  midnight  we  tacked 
and  flood  four  hours  to  the  S.  to  keep  clear  of  the 
land  ;  and,  at  day-break,  on  the  24th,  we  were 
Handing  towards  a  fmall  barren  ifland,  named  Ta- 
hoorowa,  about  feven  miles  S.  W.  of  Mowee,  Hav- 
ing now  no  profpeci:  of  making  a  clofer  examina- 
tion of  the  S.  E.  parts  of  Mowee,  we  bore  away, 
and  kept  along  the  S.  E.  fide  of  Tahoorowa.  Steer- 
ing clofe  round  its  wellern  extremity,  in  order  to 
fetch  the  W.  fide  of  Mowee,  we  fuddenly  flioaled 
our  water,  and  faw  the  fea  breaking  on  fome  rocks 
almofl  right  a-head.  We  then  kept  away  about  a 
league  and  a  half,  and  again  fleered  to  the  north- 
ward ;  when  we  flood  for  a  pafTage  between  Mowee, 
and  an  ifland  named  Ranai.  In  the  afternoon,  the 
weather  was  calm,  with  light  airs  from  the  W, 
We  flood  to  the  N.  N.  W.  but  obferving  a  flioal 
about  funfet,  and  the  weather  being  unfettled,  we 
flood  towards  the  S.  We  had  pafTed  the  S.  W,.  fid^ 
of  this  ifland,  without  being  able  to  approach  the 
iliore.  It  forms  the  fame  diilant  view  as  the  N.  E, 
as  feen  when  we  returned  from  the  N.  in  Novem- 
ber, 1778  ;  the  hilly  parts,  connected  by  alow  flat 
iflhmus,  having,  at  the  firft  view,  the  appearance 
of  two  feparate  iflands.  This  deceptive  appearance 
continued,  till  we  were  within  about  ten  leagues  of 
the  coafl,  which  bending  a  great  way  inward, 
formed  a  capacious  bay.  The  weflernmofl  point, 
off"  which  the  fhoal  runs  that  we  have  jufl  now  men-p 
tioned,  is  rendered  remarkable  by  a  fmall  hillock  ; 
S.  of  which  is  a  fine  fandy  bay  ;  and,  on  the  fhore, 
are  feveral  huts,  with  plenty  of  cocoa-trees  about 
them.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  feveral  of  the  na- 
tives vifited  us,  and  brought  provlflons  with  them. 
We  prefently  difcovered,  that  they  had  heard  of 
our  unfortunate  difafler  at  Owhyhee.  They  were 
extremely  anxious  to  be  informed  of  the  particulars, 
from  a  woman  who  had  hid  herfelf  in  the  Refolu- 
3  tion. 
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tion,  in  order  to  obtain  a  pafTage  to  Atooi ;  making 
particular  enquiries  about  Pareea,  and  feme  other 
chiefs ;  and  feeming  much  agitated  at  the  death  of 
Kaneena,  and  his  brother.  But,  in  whatever  light 
this  bulinefs  might  have  been  reprefented  by  the 
woman,  it  produced  no  bad  efFe<5t  in  their  behavi- 
our, which  was  civil  and  obliging  to  an  extreme. 

On  Thurfday,  the  25th,  in  the  moraing,  the 
wind  being  at  E.  we  fleered  along  the  S.  fide  of  Ra- 
nai,  till  almofl  noon,  when  we  had  baffling  winds 
and  calms  till  the  evening ;  after  which,  we  had  a 
light  eafterly  breeze,  and  fleered  for  the  W.  of  Mo- 
rotoi.  The  current,  which  had  fet  from  the  N.  E. 
ever  fince  we  left  Karakakooa  bay,  changed  its  di- 
redlion,  in  the  courfe  of  this  day,  to  the  S.  E.  The 
wind  was  again  variable  during  the  night ;  but, 
early  in  the  morning  of  the  26th,  it  fettled  at  E. 
blowing  fo  frefh,  as  to  oblige  us  to  double-reef  the 
top-fails.  Atfeven,  we  opened  a  fmall  bay,  diflant 
about  two  leagues,  having  a  fine  fandy  beach ;  but 
not  perceiving  any  appearance  of  frefh  water,  we 
endeavoured  to  get  to  the  windward  of  Woahoo, 
an  illand  which  had  been  feen  in  January,  1778. 
We  faw  the  land  about  two  in  the  afternoon,  bear- 
ing W.  by  N.  at  the  diftance  of  about  eight  leagues. 
We  tacked,  as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  and  again  bore 
away  at  day-light  on  the  27th.  Between  ten  and 
eleven,  we  were  about  a  league  off  the  fhore,  and 
near  the  middle  of  the  N.  E.  fide  of  the  ifland. 

The  coaft  to  the  northward,  confifts  of  detached 
hills,  afccnding  perpendicularly  from  the  fea ;  the 
fides  being  covered  with  wood,  and  the  vallies,  be- 
tween them,  appearing  to  be  fertile,  and  well  culti- 
vated. An  exteniive  bay  was  obfervable  to  the 
fouthvvard,  bounded,  to  the  S.  E.  by  a  low  point 
of  land,  covered  with  cocoa-nut  trees  ;  off  which, 
an  infulated  rock  appeared,  at  the  diflance  of  a  mile 
from  the  fhore.  The  wind  continuing  to  blow  frefh, 
we  were  unwilling  to  entangle  ourfelves  with  a  lee- 
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fliore.  Inftead  of  attempting,  therefore,  to  examine 
the  bay,  we  hauled  up,  arid  fleered  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  coaft.  At  noon,  we  were  about  two 
leagues  from  the  ifland,  and  a-brealt  of  the  N.  point 
of  it.  It  is  low  and  flat,  having  a  reef  flretching 
off  almoft  a  mile  and  a  half.  Between  the  N.  point, 
and  a  head-land  to  the  S.  W.  the  land  bends  inward, 
and  feemed  to  prorriile  a  good  road.  We  therefore 
fteered  along  the  Ihore,  at  about  a  mile  diftance. 
At  two,  we  were  induced,  by  the  fight  of  a  fine 
river,  to  anchor  in  thirteen  fathoms  water.  In  the 
afternoon,  Mr.  King  attended  the  two  captains  on 
Ihore,  where  few  of  the  natives  were  to  be  feen,  and 
"thofe  principally  women.  The  men,  we  were  in-^ 
formed,  weie gone  to  Morotoi,  to  fight  Tahyterree  5 
but  their  chief,  Perreeoranee,  remained  behind, 
and  would  certainly  attend  us,  as  foon  as  he  was 
informed  of  our  arrival.  To  our  great  difappoint- 
ment,  the  water  had  a  brackifh  tafi:e,  for  about  two 
hundred  yards  up  the  river ;  beyond  which,  how- 
ever, it  was  perfectly  frefh,  and  was  a  delightful 
ftream.  Farther  up,  we  came  to  the  conflux  of 
two  fmall  rivulets,  branching  off  to  the  right  and 
left  of  a  fteep  romantic  mountain.  The  banks  of 
the  river,  and  all  that  we  faw  of  Woahoo,  are  in 
iBne  cultivation,  and  full  of  villages ;  the  face  of 
the  country  bein£^'  alfo^  remarkably  beautiful  and 
piclurefque.  It  would  have  been  a  laborious  bafi- 
nefs  to  have  watered  at  this  place,  Mr.  King  was 
therefore  difpatched  to  fcarch  about  the  coafl  to 
leeward;  but,  being  unable  to  land,  on  account  of 
a  reef  of  coral,  wliich  extended  along  the  fhore, 
Captain  Gierke  refolved  to  proceed  immediately  to 
A  tool .  In  the  morning,  about  eight,  we  weighed 
and  flood  to  the  north  ;  and,  on  Sunday,  the  28th, 
at  day-liglit,  we  bore  away  for  that  ifland,  and  were 
in  fight  of  it  by  noon.  We  were  off  its  eallern  ex- 
tremity, which  is  a  green  flat  point,  about  fun-fet» 
As  it  was  dark,  we  did  not  venture  to  run  for  the 

road 
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road  on  the  S.  W.  fide,  but  fpent  the  night  in  plying 
on  and  off,  and  anchored,  at  nine  the  next  morn- 
ing, being  Monday  the  ift  of  March,  in  25  fa- 
thoms water.  In  running  down,  from  the  S.  E. 
point  of  the  iiland,  we  faw,  in  many  places,  the 
appearance  of  (hoal  water,  at  fome  diftance  from 
the  land.  Beino:  anchored  in  our  old  ftation,  feve- 
ral  canoes  came  to  vifit  us ;  but  it  was  very  oblerva- 
ble,  that  there  was  not  that  appearance  of  cordia- 
lity in  their  manner,  and  complacency  in  theit 
countenances,  as  when  we  faw  them  before.  They 
had  no  fooner  got  on  board,  but  one  of  them  in- 
formed us,  that  we  had  communicated  a  diforder 
to  the  women,  which  had  killed  many  perfons  o£ 
both  fexes.  He,  at  that  time,  was  afflicted  with 
the  venereal  difeafe,  and  minutely  clefcribed  the 
various  fymptoms  which  had  attended  it.  As  nd 
appearance  of  that  diforder  had  been  obferved 
amongft  them,  on  our  firft  arrival,  we  were,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  the  authors  of  this  irreparable  mif- 
chief.  What  we  had  principally  in  view,  at  this 
place,  was  to  water  the  fhips  with  as  much  expedi- 
tion as  poilible  -,  and  Mr.  King  was  fent  on  fhore  in 
the  afternoon,  with  the  launch  and  pinnace,  laden 
with  cafks.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  gunner  o£ 
the  R.efolution,  who  was  inftrucled  to  trade  for  fome 
provifions  ;  and  they  were  attended  by  a  guard  06 
five  marines.  Multitudes  of  people  were  collected 
upon  the  beach,  by  whom,  at  firft,  we  were  kindly 
received  ;  but,  after  we  had  landed  the  cafks,  they 
began  to  be  exceedingly  troublefome.  Knowing 
from  experience,  how  difficult  a  talk  it  was  to  re- 
prefs  this  difpolition,  without  the  interpofition  of 
their  chiefs,  wc  were  forry  to  be  informed,  that 
they  were  all  at  a  diftant  part  of  the  ifland.  In- 
deed, we  both  felt  and  lamented  the  want  of  their 
afllftance  ;  for  we  could  hardly  form  a  circle,  as  our 
practice  ufiiully  was,  for  the  iafety  and  convenience 
of  the  trading  party.  No  foonei'  had  we  taken  this 
No.  73'     "  JX  Y  ftep. 
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ftep,  and  polled  marines  to  keep  off  the  populace, 
than  a  man  took  hold  of  the  bayonet  belonging  to 
one  of  the  foldiers  mufquets,  and  endeavoured  to 
^vrench  it  forcibly  from  his  hand.  Mr.  Kingimmedi- 
ately  advanced  towards  them,  when  the  native 
<juitted  his  hold,  and  retired  ;  but  immediately  re- 
turned, having  a  fpear  in  one  hand,  and  a  dagger 
in  the  other;  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  his 
countrymen  could  reltrain  him  from  engaging  with 
the  foldier.  This  affray  was  occafioned  by  the  na- 
tive's having  received,  from  the  foldier,  a  flight 
prick  with  his  bayonet,  to  induce  him  to  keep 
without  the  line.  At  this  time,  our  lituation  re- 
quired great  management  and  circumfpedion  ;  Mr. 
King  accordingly  enjoined,  that  no  one  fliould  pre- 
fume  to  fire,  or  proceed  to  any  other  act  of  violence, 
without  pofitive  commands.  Having  given  thefe 
inftmclions,  he  was  lummoned  to  the  alliftance  of 
the  watering  party,  where  he  found  the  natives  in 
the  fame  mifchievous  difpofition.  They  had  pe- 
remptorily demanded,  for  every  calk  of  water,  a 
large  hatchet ;  which  not  being  complied  with,  they 
would  not  permit  the  failors  to  roll  them  to  the 
boats.  When  Mr.  King  had  joined  them,  one  of 
the  natives  approached  him,  with  great  infolence, 
and  made  the  fame  demand.  Mr.  King  told  him, 
that  as  a  friend,  he  was  welcome  to  a  hatchet,  but 
he  certainly  v/ould  carry  off  the  water,  without 
paying  for  it ',  and  inftantly  ordered  the  pinnace 
men  to  proceed  ;  at  the  fame  time  calling  for  three 
marines,  from  the  trading  party,  to  protect  them. 
This  becoming  fpirit  fo  far  fucceeded,  as  to  prevent 
any  daring  attempt  to  interrupt  us ;  but  they  flill 
perfevered  in  the  moft  teafing  and  infulting  behavi- 
our. Some  of  them,  under  pretence  of  affifling 
the  failors,  in  rolling  the  caftis  towards  the  lliore, 
gave  them  a  different  diredion  ;  others  Hole  the 
h>ts  from  off  our  people's  heads,  pulled  them  back- 
ward by  the  ikirts  of  their  clothes,  and  tripped  up 

their 
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their  heels ;  the  populace,  during  all  this  time, 
fiiouting  and  laughing,  with  a  mixture  of  mockery 
and  malice.  They  afterwards  took  an  opportunity 
of  Itealing  tlxe  cooper's  bucket,  and  forcibly  took 
away  his  bag.  Their  principal  aim,  however,  was 
to  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  mufquets  of  the  ma- 
rines, who  were  continually  complaining  of  their 
attempts  to  force  them  from  their  hands.  Though 
they,  in  general,  preferved  a  kind  of  deference  and 
refpecl  for  Mr.  King,  yet  they  obliged  him  to  con- 
tribute his  (hare  towards  their  Hock  of  plunder. 
One  of  them  approached  him,  in  a  familiar  manner, 
and  diverted  his  attention,  whilft  another  feized  his 
hanger,  which  he  held  carelefsly  in  his  hand,  and 
ran  away  with  it.  Such  infolence  was  not  to  be 
repelled  by  force.  Prudence  dictated  that  we  muft 
patiently  fubmit  to  it ;  at  the  fame  time,  guarding 
againft  its  effects  as  well  as  we  were  able.  Mr.  King 
was,  however,  fomewhat  alarmed,  on  being  foon 
after  informed  by  the  ferjeant  of  marines,  that, 
turning  fuddenly  round,  he  faw  a  man  behind  him, 
armed  with  a  dagger,  in  the  pofition  of  ftriking. 
Though  he  might,  perhaps,  be  miftaken,  in  this 
particular,  our  lituation  was  truly  critical  and 
alarming  ;  and  the  fmalleft  error  or  miftake,  on 
our  part,  might  have  been  of  fatal  confequences. 

Oar  people  being  feparated  into  three  fmall  par- 
ties ;  one  filling  calks  at  the  lake ;  another  roUing 
them  to  the  fhore  ;  and  a  third  purchafing  provi- 
fions ;  Mr.  King  had  fome  intentions  of  collecting 
them  together,  in  order  to  protect  the  performance 
of  one  duty  at  a  time.  But,  on  due  reflection,  he 
thought  it  more  advifeable  to  let  them  proceed  as 
they  had  begun.  If  a  real  attack  had  been  made, 
even  our  whole  force  could  have  made  but  a  poor 
refiftance.  He  thought,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
fuch  a  ftep  might  operate  to  our  difadvantage,  as 
being  an  evident  token  of  our  fears.  Befides,  in 
the  prelent  cafe,  the  crowd  was  kept  divided,  and 
II  Y  a  many 


2012    CoOK*S    THIRD    AND    LAST    VoYAGE 

many  of  them  wholly  occupied  in  bartering.  Per* 
haps  the  principal  caufe  of  their  not  attacking  us 
was,  their  dread  of  the  effefts  of  our  arms ;  and, 
as  we  appeared  to  place  fo  much  confidence  in  this 
advantage,  as  to  oppofe  only  five  marines  to  fuch  a 
multitude  of  people,  their  ideas  of  our  fuperiority 
muft  have  been  greatly  exalted.  It  was  our  buhnefs 
to  cherifh  this  opinion  ;  and,  it  muft  ever  be  ac- 
knowledged, to  the  honour  of  the  whole  party, 
that  it  was  impoffible  for  any  men  to  behave  better, 
in  order  to  ftrengthen  thefe  impreilions.  "What- 
ever could  be  confidered  as  a  jeft,  they  received 
with  patience  and  good-nature  ;  but,  if  they  were 
interrupted  by  any  ferious  attempt,  they  oppofed  it 
with  rcfolute  looks  and  menaces.  At  length,  we 
fo  far  fuccceded,  as  to  get  all  our  cafks  to  the  fea- 
iide,  without  any  accident  of  confequence :  but, 
while  our  people  were  getting  the  cafks  into  the 
launch,  the  inhabitants,  thinking  they  fhould  have 
no  farther  opportunity  of  plundering,  grew  more 
daring  and  infolent.  The  ferjeant  of  marines  luckily 
fuggefted  to  Mr.  King,  the  advantage  of  fending 
off  his  party  firfl  into  the  boats,  by  which  means 
the  mufquets  would  be  taken  out  of  their  reach  ; 
which,  as  above  related,  were  the  grand  objecls 
the  iflanders  had  in  view  :  and,  if  they  fhould  hap- 
pen to  attack  us,  the  marines  could  more  effectually 
defend  us,  than  if  they  were  on  fhore.  Every  thing 
was  now  in  the  boats,  and  only  Mr,  King,  Mr.  An- 
derfon,  the  gunner,  and  a  feaman  of  the  boat's 
crew,  remained  on  fhore.  The  pinnace  laying  be- 
yond the  furf,  wliich  we  were  under  a  neceffity  of 
Ivvimming  through,  Mr.  King  ordered  the  other  two 
lo  make  the  beft  of  their  way  to  it,  and  told  them  he 
would  follow  them.  They  both  refufed  to  comply 
with  this  order,  and  it  became  a  matter  of  conteff, 
who  fhould  be  the  lall  on  fliore.  Some  hafty  ex- 
preflion,  it  feems,  Mr.  King  had  jull  before  made 
Ufc  of  tp  the  iailor,  wliich  he  coniidered  as  a  re- 
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flection  on  his  courage,  and  excited  his  refentment  ; 
and  the  old  gunner,  as  a  point  of  honour  was  now 
ftarted,  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to  take  a  part  in 
it.  In  this  whimlical  fituation,  they,  perhaps,  might 
have  long  remained,  had  not  the  difpute  been  fet- 
tJed  by  the  ftones,  which  began  to  fly  plentifully 
about  us,  and  by  the  exclamations  of  the  people 
from  the  boats,  begging  us  to  be  expeditious,  as 
the  natives  were  armed  with  clubs  and  fpears,  and 
purfuing  us  into  the  water.  Mr.  King  arrived  firfl 
at  the  pinnace,  and,  perceiving  Mr.  Anderfon  was 
fo  far  behind,  as  not  to  be  entirely  out  of  danger, 
he  ordered  one  mufquet  to  be  fired ;  but,  in  the 
hurry  of  executing  his  orders,  the  marines  fired 
two.  The  natives  immediately  ran  away,  leaving 
only  one  man  and  woman  on  the  beach.  The  man 
attempted  to  rife  feveral  times,  but  was  not  able, 
having  been  wounded  in  the  groin.  The  iflanders, 
in  a  ihort  time,  returned ;  and,  furrounding  the 
wounded  man,  brandiftied  their  fpears  at  us,  with 
an  air  of  defiance  ;  but,  by  the  time  we  reached  the 
fhips,  fome  perfons  arrived  which  we  fuppofed  to 
be  the  chiefs,  by  whom  they  were  all  driven  from 
the  Ihore,  During  our  abfence  Captain  Gierke  had 
been  under  terrible  apprehenfions  for  our  fafety ; 
which  had  been  confiderably  increafed  by  his  mif- 
underflanding  fome  of  the  natives,  with  whom  he 
had  converfed  on  board.  The  name  of  Captain 
Cook  being  frequently  mentioned,  accompanied 
with  circumftantial  defcriptions  of  his  death  an4 
deftrudion,  he  concluded,  that  they  had  received 
intelligence  qf  the  unfortunate  events  at  Owhyhee, 
to  which  they  alluded.  But  they  were  only  en- 
deavouring to  make  him  underftand,  what  wars 
had  arifen  on  account  of  the  goats,  which  Captain 
Cook  had  left  at  Oneeheow,  and  that  the  poor  goats 
had  been  flaughtered,  during  the  conteft  for  the 
property  of  them.  Captain  Clerke,  applying  thefe 
Rocking   reprefcjitations    to   our  misfortunes  at 
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Owhyhee,  and  to  an  indication  of  revenge,  fixed 
his  telefcope  upon  us  the  whole  time  5  and,  as  foon 
as  he  faw  the  fmoke  of  the  mufquets,  ordered  the 
boats  to  be  put  off  to  our  afliftance. 

On  Tuefday,  the  2nd  of  March,  in  the  morning, 
Mr.  King  was  again  ordered  on  fhore,  with  the  wa- 
tering party.  As  we  had  fo  narrowly  efcaped  the 
preceding  day,  Captain  Clerke  augmented  our  force 
from  both  fhips,  and  we  had  a  guard  of  forty  men 
under  arms.  This  precaution,  however,  was  found 
to  be  unnecefTary  ;  for  the  beach  was  left  entirely  to 
ourfelves,  and  the  ground,  extending  from  the 
landing-place  to  the  lake,  tabooed.  Hence  we  con- 
cluded, that  fome  of  the  chiefs  had  vifited  this 
quarter;  who,  being  unable  to  ftay,  had  conlider- 
ately  taken  this  ftep,  that  we  might  be  accommo- 
dated with  fafety.  Several  men  appeared  with  fpears 
and  daggers,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  but 
never  attempted  to  moleft  us.  Their  women  came 
over,  and  feated  themfelves  clofe  by  us,  on  the 
banks  ;  and  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  fome  of 
the  men  were  prevailed  on  to  bring  u^  hogs  and 
roots,  and  alfo  to  drefs  them  for  us.  When  we  had 
left  the  beach,  they  came  down  to  the  fea-fide,  and 
one  of  them  had  the  audacity  to  throw  a  ftone  at 
us  ;  but,  as  his  conduct  was  highly  cenfured  by  the 
rell,  we  did  not  exprefs  any  kind  of  refentment. 
On  the  3d,  we  completed  our  watering,  without 
much  diiHculty ;  and,  on  returning  to  the  fhips, 
we  were  informed,  that  feveral  chiefs  had  been  on 
board,  and  had  apologized  for  the  conduct  of  their 
countrymen,  attributing  their  riotous  behaviour  to 
the  quairels  then  fubiiiting  among  the  principal 
people  of  the  ifiand,  and  which  had  deiboyed  all 
order  and  fubordination.  At  this  time  the  govern- 
ment of  Atooi  was  difputed  between  Tonconeo, 
who  had  the  fupreme  power  when  we  were  there 
the  preceding  year,  and  a  youth  named  Teavee. 
By  different  fathers,  they  are  both  the  grandfons 
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of  Pereeorannee,  king  of  Woahoo  ;  who  gave  Atooi 
to  the  former,  and  Oneeheow  to  the  latter.  The  quar- 
rel originated  about  the  goats  which  we  had  left  at 
Oneeheow  the  year  before  i  they  being  claimed  by 
Toneoneo,  as  that  ifland  was  a  dependency  of  his. 
The  adherents  of  Teavee  infifting  on  the  right  of 
pofleffion,  both  parties  prepared  to  fupport  their 
preteniions,  and  a  battle  enfued  juft  before  our  ar- 
rival, wherein  Toneoneo  had  been  defeated.  To- 
neoneo was  likely  to  become  more  affecled  by  the 
confequence  of  this  vi6lory,  than  by  the  lofs  of  the 
objects  in  difpute  ;  for  the  mother  of  Teavee  having 
married  a  fecond  hufband,  who  was  not  only  a  chief 
at  Atooi,  but  alfo  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  faclion 
there,  he  thought  of  embracing  the  prefent  oppor- 
tunity of  driving  Toneoneo  out  of  the  ifland,  that 
his  fon-in-law  might  fucceed  to  the  government. 
The  goats,  which  had  increafed  to  fix,  and  would 
probably  have  ftocked  thefe  iflands  in  a  few  years, 
were  deltroyed  in  this  conteft,  Thurfday,  the  4th, 
we  were  vifited,  on  board  the  Refolution,  by  the 
father-in-law,  the  mother,  and  the  fifter  of  the 
young  prince,  who  made  feveral  curious  prefents  to 
Captain  Gierke.  Among  the  reft,  were  fome  lifli- 
hooks,  which  were  made  from  the  bones  of  Terree- 
oboo's  father,  who  had  been  killed  in  an  unCuccefs- 
ful  defcent  upon  Woahoo.  Alfo  a  fly- flap,  from 
the  hands  of  the  prince's  lifter,  which  had  a  human 
bone  for  its  handle,  and  had  been  given  to  her  by 
her  father-in-law,  as  a  trophy.  They  were  not  ac- 
companied by  young  Teavee,  he  being  then  en- 
gaged in  the  performance  of  fome  religious  rites» 
on  account  of  the  victory  he  had  obtamed.  The 
5th  and  6th,  were  employed  in  completing  the  Dif- 
covery*s  water.  The  carpenters  were  engaged  in 
caulking  the  ftiips,  and  preparing  for  our  next 
cruife.  We  no  longer  received  any  moleftar.ioR 
from  the  natives,  who  fupplied  us  plentifully  Vvith 
lork  and  vegetables. 

This 
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This  day  we  were  vliited  by  an  Indian,  who 
brought  a  piece  of  iron  on  board,  to  be  formed  into 
the  fhape  of  a  pahooa.  It  was  the  bolt  of  fome 
large  fliip  timbers,  but  neither  the  officers  nor  men 
could  difcover  to  what  nation  it  belonged  ;  though 
from  the  lliape  of  the  bolt,  and  the  palenefs  of  the 
iron,  they  were  convinced  it  was  not  Englifh. 
They  enquired  ftridly  of  the  native  how  he  came 
poflelTed  of  it,  when  he  informed  them,  that  it  was 
taken  out  of  a  large  piece  of  timber,  which  had 
been  driven  upon  their  illand,  fince  we  were  there 
in  January,   1778. 

On  Sunday,  the  7th,  we  received  a  vifit  from 
Toneoneo,  at  which  we  were  furprized.  Hearing 
the  dowager  princefs  was  on  board,  he  could  hardly 
be  prevailed  on  to  enter  the  fiiip.  When  they  met, 
they  caft  an  angry  lowering  look  at  each  other. 
He  did  not  ftay  long,  and  appeared  much  dejected. 
We  remarked,  hov»/ever,  with  fome  degree  of  fur- 
prize,  that  the  women  proftrated  themfelves  before 
him,  both  at  his  com.ing  and  going  avv'ay  j  and  all 
the  natives  on  board  treated  him  with  that  refped: 
which  is  ufually  paid  to  perfons  of  his  rank.  It 
was  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  a  man,  who  was 
then  in  a  Hate  of  adual  hoftility  with  Teavee*s 
party,  fliould  venture  alone  within  the  power  of 
his  enemies.  Indeed,  the  civil  diffenfions,  which 
arc  frequent  in  all  the  fouth  fea  ifiands,  feem  to  be 
conduced  without  much  acrimony .;  the  depofed 
governor  ftill  cnjo^'ing  the  rank  of  an  eree,  and  may 
put  in  pra(51:ice  fuch  means  as  may  arife,  to  regain 
the  confequence  which  he  has  loft. 

On  the  8tb,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  we  weighed, 
and  proceeded  towards  Onceheow,  and  came  to 
anchor  in  20  fathoms  water,  at  about  three  in  the 
5ifternoon,  nearly  on  the  fpot  where  we  anchored 
in  177B.  With  the  other  anchor,  we  moored  in 
26  fathoms  water.  \Vc  had  a  ilrong  gale  from  the 
eaftwaiU  in  the  night,  5Hid>  the  iiext  morjiing,  the 
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fhip  had  driven  a  whole  cable's  length,  both  an- 
chors being  almoft  brought  a-head  ;  in  which  fitu- 
ation  we  were  obliged  to  continue,  this  and  the 
two  following  days.  * 

On  Friday,  the  12th,  the  weather  being  more 
moderate,  the  mafter  was  difpatched  to  the  N.  W, 
lide  of  the  ifland,  in  fearch  of  a  more  commodious 
place  for  anchoring.  In  the  evening  he  returned, 
having  found  a  fine  bay,  with  good  anchorage,  in 
1 8  fathoms  water.  The  points  of  the  bay  were  in 
the  diredion  of  N.  by  E.  and  S.  by  W.  A  fmall 
village  was  fituated  on  the  N.  fide  of  the  bay,  to  the 
eaflward  of  which  were  four  wells  of  good  water. 
Mr.  Bligh  went  far  enough  to  the  N.  to  convince 
himfelf  that  Oreehoua,  and  Oneeheow,  were  two 
feparate  iflands.  Being  now  on  the  point  of  taking 
our  final  leave  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  it  may  be 
proper  to  give  here  a  general  and  correct  account  of 
their  fituation,  and  natural  hiftory,  as  well  as  of  thd 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  natives ;  which  will 
fcrve  as  a  kind  of  fupplement  to  a  former  defcrip- 
tion,  the  refult  of  our  firfl  vifit  to  thefe  iflands. 

This  group  is  compofed  of  1 1  iflands,  extending 
in  long,  from  199  deg.  36  min.  to  205  deg.  6  min. 
E.  and  in  lat.  from  18  deg.  54  min.  to  22  deg.  15 
min.  N.  Their  names,  according  to  the  natives, 
are,  i.  Owhyhee,  2.  Atooi,  Atowi,  orTowi ;  which 
is  alfo  fometimes  called  Kowi.  3.  VVoahoo,  or  Oa- 
hoo.  4.  Mowee.  5.  Morotoi,  or  Morokoi.  6, 
Oreehoua,  or  Reehoua,  7.  Morotinnee,  or  Moro- 
kinnee.  8.  Tahoora.  9.  Ranai,  or  Oranai.  10. 
Oneeheow,  or  Neheeow.  11.  Kahowrowec,  or 
Tahoorowa.  Thefe  are  all  inhabited,  except  Ta- 
hoora and  Morotinnee.  Befides  thofe  we  have  enu- 
merated, we  heard  of  anothe?ilLind  named  Modoo- 
papapa,  or  Komodoo-papapa,  fituated  to  the  W.  S. 
W.  of  Tahoora  ;  it  is  low  and  fandy,  and  is  vifiteJ 
folely  for  the  purpofe  of  catching  turtle  and  water- 
fowl.    As  we  could  never  learn  that  the  natives  had 

No.  73.  II  Z  knowledge 


2oi8   Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

knowledge  of  any  other  illands,  it  is  moll  probable 
that  no  others  exift  in  their  neighbourhood.  Cap- 
tain Cook  had  dillinguifhed  this  clufter  of  iflands  by 
the  name  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  in  honour  of 
the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  then  firft  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, under  vvhofe  adminiftration  he  had  enriched 
geography  with  fo  many  valuable  difcoveries ;  a 
tribute  joftly  due  to  that  nobleman,  for  the  en- 
couragement and  fupport  which  thefe  voyages  de- 
rived from  his  power,  and  for  the  zealous  eager- 
nefs  with  which  he  feconded  the  views  of  our  illuf- 
trious  navi":ator. 

The  moll  eafterly  of  thefe  iflands,  called  Owhy- 
hee,  and  by  far  the  largell  of  them  all,  is  of  a  tri- 
angular figure,  and  nearly  equilateral.  The  angu- 
lar points  conftitute  the  northern,  fouthern,  and 
eaflern  extremities.  The  lat.  of  the  northern  ex- 
treme is  20  deg.  17  min.  N.  and  its  long.  204  deg. 
2  min.  E.  the  fouthern  end  flands  in  the  long.  204  deg. 
15  min.  E.  and  in  the  lat.  of  18  deg.  54  min.  N. 
and  the  eaftern  extremity  is  in  the  lat.  of  19  deg. 
34  min.  N.  and  in  the  long,  of  205  deg.  6  min.  E. 
The  circumference  of  the  whole  ifland  is  about  255 
geographical  miles,  or  293  Englifii  ones.  Its  breadth 
is  24  leagues ;  and  its  greatefl  length,  which  lies 
nearly  in  a  N.  and  S.  diretftion,  is  28  leagues  and  a 
half.  It  is  divided  into  fix  extenfive  diftricts,  namely, 
Akona  and  Koaarra,  which  are  on  the  W.  fide  ; 
Kaoo  and  Opoona,  on  the  S.  E.  and  Aheedoo  and 
Amakooa,  on  the  N.  E.  A  mountain,  named 
Mouna  Kaah,  (or  the  mountain  Kaah)  which  rifes 
in  three  peaks,  costinually  covered  with  fnow,  and 
may  be  difcerned  at  the  diflance  of  40  leagues,  fe- 
parates  thediflrict  of  Amakooa  from  that  of  Ahee- 
doo. The  coaft,  to  the  northward  of  this  moun- 
tain, is  compofed  of  high  and  abrupt  cliffs,  down 
which  fall  many  beautiful  cafcades  of  water.  We 
once  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  hopes  of  finding  a 
harbour  round  a  bluff  head,  on  a  part  of  this  coafl, 
in  the  lat,  of  20  deg.  10  rain.  N.  and  the  long,  of 
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204  deg.  26  min.  E.  but  after  we  had  doubled  the 
point,  and  were  {landing  clofe  in,  we  found  that  it 
was  connected,  by  a  low  valley,  with  another  ele- 
vated head  to  the  northweftward.  The  country 
rifes  inland  with  a  gradual  afcent,  and  is  interfecled 
by  narrow  deep  glens,  or  rather  chafms  :  it  feemed 
to  be  well  cultivated,  and  to  have  many  villages 
fcattered  about  it.  The  fnowy  mountain  above- 
mentioned  is  very  fteep,  and  its  lowcft  part  abounds 
with  wood.  The  coalt  of  Aheedoo  is  of  a  moderate 
elevation ;  and  the  interior  parts  have  the  appear- 
ance of  being  more  even  than  the  country  towards 
the  N.  W.  We  cruifed  oft"  thefe  two  diftricls  for 
near  a  month  ;  and  whenever  our  diftance  from  the 
ihore  would  permit,  were  furrounded  by  canoes 
laden  with  refrefhments  of  every  kind.  On  this 
fide  of  the  ifland,  we  often  met  with  a  very  heavy 
fea,  and  a  great  fwell ;  and,  as  there  was  much 
foul  ground  off  the  iiiore,  we  feldom  made  a  nearer 
approach  to  the  land  than  two  or  three  leagues. 
Towards  the  N.  E.  of  Apoona,  the  coaft,  which 
conftitutes  the  eaftern  extreme  of  theiiland,  is  ra- 
ther low  and  flat.  In  the  inland  parts  the  acclivity 
is  very  gradual  •,  and  the  country  abounds  with 
bread-fruit,  and  cocoa-nut  trees.  This  appeared  to 
us  to  be  the  fineft  part  of  the  whole  ifland  ;  and  we 
were  afterwards  informed,  that  the.  king  occafi- 
onally  refided  here.  The  hills,  at  the  fouth-weftern 
extremity,  rife  with  fome  abruptnefs  from  the  fea- 
fide,  leaving  only  a  narrow  border  of  low  land  to- 
wards the  beach.  The  fides  of  thefe  hills  were  co- 
vered with  verdure ;  but  the  adjacent  country 
feemed  thinly  inhabited.  When  our  fliips  doubled 
theE.  point  of  the  ifland,  we  had  fight  of  another 
fnowy  mountain,  called  by  the  natives,  Mouna 
Roa  (or  the  extenfive  mountain)  which,  during  the 
whole  time  we  were  failinsr  alons:  the  fouth- eaftern 
fide,  contmued  to  be  a  very  confpicuous  objeo:. 
It  was  flat  at  the  fummit,  which  was  perpetually 
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involved  in  fnow ;  and  we  once  obferved  its  fides 
alfo  nightly  covered  with  it  for  a  confiderable  way 
down.  According  to  the  tropical  line  of  fnow,  as 
determined  by  Moniieur  Condamine,  from  obferva? 
tions  made  on  the  Cordilleras  in  America,  the  height 
of  this  mountain  muft  be,  atleaft,  16,020  feet.  It 
therefore  exceeds  the  height  of  the  Pico  de  Teyde, 
ov  Peak  of  TenerifFe,  by  3680  feet,  according  to 
the  computation  of  the  Chevalier  de  Borda,  or  724, 
i^ccording  to  that  of  Dr.  Heberden.  The  peaks  of 
Mouna  Kaah  feemed  to  be  of  the  height  of  about 
half  a  mile :  and,  as  they  are  wholly  covered  with 
fnow,  the  altitude  of  their  fummits  muft  at  leaft  be 
1 8,400  feet. 

The  didricl  of  Kaoo  exhibits  a  moft  horrid  and 
difmal  profpeft ;  the  whole  country  having,  to  ap^ 
pearance,  undergone  an  entire  change  from  the 
confequences  of  fome  dreadful  convullion.  The 
ground  is,  in  all  parts,  covered  with  cinders  -,  and, 
in  many  places,  interfected  with  blackifh  ftreaks, 
which  feem  to  mark  the  progrefs  of  a  lava  that  has 
flov/ed,  not  many  centuries  ago,  from  Mouna  Roa 
to  the  fliore,  The  fouth  promontory  appears  hke 
the  mere  dregs  of  a  volcano.  The  head-land  con- 
iifts  of  broken  and  craggy  rocks,  terminating  in 
acute  points,  and  irregularly  piled  on  each  other, 
Notwithflanding  the  dreary  afped:  of  this  part  of 
the  ifland,  it  contains  many  villages,  and  is  far 
more  populous  than  the  verdant  mountains  of 
Apoona.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  account  for  this  cir- 
fumftance.  Thefe  ifland ers  not  being  poffefTed  of 
any  cattle,  have  no  occafion  for  paliurage;  and  are 
therefore  inclined  to  prefer  fuch  ground  as  is  either 
more  conveniently  iltuated  for  fifliing,  or  beft 
adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  plantains  and  yams, 
Now  amidft  thefe  ruins,  there  are  many  fpots  of 
jrich  foil,  which  are  with  great  care  laid  out  in  plan- 
tations ;  and  the  neighbouring  fea  abounds  with  ex- 
gellent  fifh  of  yarioiis  kinds.     Oil"  this  part  of  the._ 
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coaft,  at  lefs  than  a  cable's  length  from  the  fliore, 
we  did  not  ftrike  ground  with  i6o  fathoms  of  line, 
except  in  a  fmail  bight  to  the  E.  of  the  fouthern 
point,  where  we  found  from  50  to  58  fathoms  of 
water,  over  a  fandy  bottom.  It  may  be  proper  to 
obferve,  before  we  proceed  to  give  an  account  of 
the  weftern  diftri^ls,  that  the  whole  coaft  we  have 
defcribed,  from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern  ex- 
treme, affords  not  a  fingle  harbour,  nor  the  leaft 
ftielter  for  fhipping.  The  fouth-weftern  parts  of 
Akona  are  in  a  cundition  limilar  to  that  of  the  ad- 
joining diftricl  of  Kaoo ;  but  the  country  further 
towards  the  N.  has  been  carefully  cultivated,  and 
is  exceedingly  populous.  In  this  divifion  of  the 
ifland  lies  Karakakooa  Bay,  of  which  we  have  al- 
ready given  a  defcription.  Scarce  any  thing  is  {cen. 
along  the  coaft,  but  the  fragments  of  black  fcorched 
rocks ;  behind  which,  the  ground,  for  the  fpace  of 
about  two  miles  and  a  half,  rifes  gradually,  and 
feems  to  have  been  once  covered  with  loofe  burnt 
ftones.  Thefe  have  been  cleared  away  by  the  in- 
habitants, frequently  to  the  depth  of  three  feet  and 
upwards ;  and  the  fertility  of  the  foil  has  amply  re- 
paid their  labour.  Here  they  cultivate  in  a  rich 
aftiy  mould,  the.  cloth-plant  and  fweet  potatoes. 
Groves  of  cocoa-nut- trees  are  fcattered  among  the 
fields,  which  are  enclofed  with  ftone  fences.  On 
the  riling  ground  beyond  thefe,  they  plant  bread- 
fruit-trees, which  flourifti  with  furprifing  luxuri- 
ance. The  diftricl  of  Koaarra  extends  from  the  moft 
wefterly  point  to  the  northern  extreme  of  the  ifland. 
The  whole  coaft  between  them  forms  a  fpacious  bay, 
which  is  called  by  the  natives  Toeyah-yah,  and  is 
bounded  to  the  northward  by  two  confpicuous  hills. 
Towards  the  bottom  of  this  bay,  there  is  foul, 
corally  ground,  that  extends  to  the  diftance  of  up- 
wards of  a  mile  from  the  ihore,  without  which 
there  is  good  anchorage.  The  country,  as  far  as 
the  eye  could  diicern,  appeared  to  be  fruitful  and 
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populous  ;  but  no  frefh  water  was  to  be  found. 
The  foil  feemed  to  be  of  the  fame  kind  with  that  of 
the  diftrift  of  Kaoo. 

Having  thus  defcribed  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  of 
Owhyhee,  and  the  adjacent  country,  we  fhall  now 
relate  fome  particulars  refpeding  the  interior  parts, 
from  the  information  we  obtained  from  a  party, 
who  fet  out  on  the  26th  of  January,  on  an  expedi- 
tion up  the  country,  principally  with  an  intention 
of  reaching  the  fnowy  mountains.  Having  previ- 
oufly  procured  two  of  the  iflanders  to  ferve  them 
as  guides,  they  quitted  the  village  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon.  Their  courfe  was  eafterly,  in- 
clining a  little  to  the  fouth.  Within  three  or  four 
miles  from  the  bay,  they  found  the  country  as  al- 
ready defcribed  ;  but  the  hills  afterwards  rofe  with 
a  lefs  gradual  afcent,  which  brought  them  to  fome 
extenfive  plantations,  conlifting  of  the  taro  or  eddy 
root,  and  fweet  potatoes,  with  plants  of  the  cloth- 
tree.  Both  the  taro  and  the  fweet  potatoes  at  e  here 
planted  at  the  diftance  of  four  feet  from  each  other. 
The  potatoes  are  earthed  upalmoft  to  the  top  of  the 
ftalk,  with  a  proper  quantity  of  light  mould.  The 
taro  is  left  bare  to  the  root,  and  the  mould  round 
it  is  put  in  the  form  of  a  bafon,  for  the  purpofe  of 
holding  the  rain-water ;  this  root  requiring  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  moifture.  At  the  Friendly  and  So- 
ciety Hies,  the  taro  was  conftantly  planted  in  low 
and  moift  fituatioiis,  and  generally  in  thofe  places 
where  there  was  the  conveniency  of  a  rivulet  to 
flood  it.  This  mode  of  culture  was  confidered 
as  abfolutely  necelfary  ;  but  we  now  found  that  this 
root,  with  the  precaution  before-mentioned,  fuc- 
ceeds  equally  well  in  a  more  dry  lituation.  It  was, 
indeed,  remarked  by  all  of  us,  that  the  taro  of  the 
Sandwich  Iflands  was  the  beft  we  had  ever  tafted. 
The  walls,  by  which  thefe  plantations  are  feparated 
from  each  other,  are  compofed  of  the  loofe  burnt 
Hones,  which  are  met  with  in  clearing  the  ground  ; 
I  and. 
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and,  being  totally  concealed  by  fugar-canes,  that 
are  planted  dole  on  each  fide,  form  the  moft  beau- 
tiful fences  that  can  be  imagined.  Our  party  (top- 
ped for  the  night  at  the  fecond  hut  they  obferved 
among  the  plantations,  where  they  fuppofed  them- 
felves  to  be  lix  or  feven  miles  diftant  from  our  Ihips. 
The  profpecl  from  this  fpot  was  defcribed  by  them 
as  very  delightful :  they  had  a  view  of  our  velTels 
in  the  bay  before  them  ;  to  the  left  they  faw  a  con- 
tinued range  of  villages,  interfperfed  with  groves 
of  cocoa-nut-trees,  fpreading  along  the  fhore ;  a 
thick  wood  extending  itfelf  behind  them  ;  and,  to 
the  right,  a  very  confiderable  extent  of  ground,  laid 
out  with  great  regularity  in  well-cultivated  planta- 
tions, difplayed  itfelf  to  their  view.  Near  this  fpot 
the  natives  ponted  out  to  them,  at  a  diftance  from 
icvery  other  dwelling,  the  refidence  of  a  hermit, 
who,  they  faid,  had,  in  the  former  part  of  his  life, 
been  a  great  chief  and  warrior,  but  had  long  ago 
retired  from  the  fea-coaft  of  the  ifland,  and  now 
never  quitted  the  environs  of  his  cottage.  As  they 
approached  him,  they  proftrated  themfelves,  and 
afterwards  prefented  him  with  fome  provilions. 
His  behaviour  was  eafy,  frank,  and  chearful.  He 
teftified  little  aftonifliment  at  the  fight  of  our  people, 
and  though  prefled  to  accept  of  fome  European  cu- 
riofities,  he  thought  proper  to  decline  the  offer,  and 
foon  retired  to  his  cottage.  Our  party  reprefented 
him  as  by  far  the  moft  aged  perfon  they  had  ever 
feen  ;  judging  him  to  be,  at  a  moderate  computa- 
tion, upwards  of  a  hundred  years  of  age.  As  they 
had  fuppofed  that  the  mountain  was  not  more  than 
ten  or  a  dozen  miles  diftant  from  the  bay,  and  con- 
fequently  expecfed  to  reach  it  with  eafe  early  the 
following  morning,  they  were  now  greatly  fur- 
prized  to  find  the  diftance  fcarce  perceivably  dimir 
niihed.  This  circumftance,  with  the  uninhabited 
ftate  of  the  country  which  they  were  on  the  point 
of  entering,  rendering  it  necclTary  to  provide  a  fup- 
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ply  of  provifions,  they  difpatched  one  of  their  con- 
duclors  back  to  the  village  for  that  purpofe.    Whilft 
they  waited  hfs  return,  they  were  joined  by  feveral 
of  Kaoo's  fervants,  whom  that  generous  old  maa 
had  fent  after  them,  loaded  with  refrefhments,  and 
fully    authorized,    as  their   rout  lay  through   his 
grounds,  to  demand,    and  take  away  with  them 
whatever  they  might  want.     Our  travellers  were 
fiirprized  on  finding  the  cold  here  fo  intenfe.     But, 
as  they  had  no  thermometer  with  them,  they  could' 
only  form  their  judgment  of  it  from  their  feelings  ;■ 
which,  from  the  warm  atmofphere  they  had  quitted, 
muft  have  been  a  very  fallacious  method  of  judg- 
ing.    They  found  it,  however,  fo  cold,  that  they 
could  fcarce  get  any  fleep,  and  the  iflanders  could 
not  fleep  at  all  ;  both  parties  being  difturbed,  during^ 
the  whole  night,  by  continual  coughing.     As  they, 
at  this  time,  could  not  be  at  any  very  great  height, 
their  diftance  from  the  fea  being  no  more  than  fix 
or  feven  miles,  and  part  of  the  road  on  a  very 
moderate  afcent,  this  uncommon  degree  of   cold 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  eafterly  wind  blowing 
frefh  over  the  fnowy  mountains.     Early  the  next 
morning,   they  proceeded  on  their  journey,  and 
filled    their  calibafiies  at   a  well  of  excellent  wa- 
ter, fituate  about  half  a  mile  from  their  hut.     Af- 
ter they  had  paffed  thfc  plantations,  they  arrived  at 
a  thick  wood,  which  they  entered  by  a  path  that 
had  been  made  for  the  convenience  of  the  iflanders, 
v/ho  frequently  repair  thither  for  the  purpofe  of 
catching  birds,  as  well  as  procuring  the  wild  or 
horfe-plantain.     Their   progrefs   now  became   ex- 
tremely How,  and  was  attended  with  great  labour; 
for  the  ground  was  either  fwampy,  or  covered  with 
J.^rge  ftones ;  the  path   narrow,    and  often  inter- 
rupted by  trees  lying  acrofs  it,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  climb  over,  as  the  thicknefs  of  the  un- 
derwood, on  each  iide^  rendered  it  impracticable  to' 
pafs  round  them.     'I^hev  fav/,  in  theie  woods,  pieces 
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of  white  cloth  fixed  on  poles,  at  fmall  diftances, 
which  they  imagined  were  land  marks  for  the  di- 
vifion  of  property,  as  they  only  obferved  them 
where  the  wild  plantains  grew.     The  trees  were  of 
the  fame  kind  with  the  fpice  tree  of  New  Holland  ; 
they  were  ftraight  and  lofty,  and   their  circum- 
ference was  from  two  to  four  feet.     Having  ad- 
vanced nine  or  ten  miles  in  the  wood,  they  had  the 
mortification  of  finding  themfelves,fuddenly,  within 
fight  of  the  fea,  and  not  very  far  from  it ;  the  path 
having  turned  off  imperceptibly  to  the  S.  and  car- 
ried them  to  the  right  of  the  mountain,  which  it 
was  their  intention  to  reach.    Their  difappointment 
was  confiderably  heightened  by  the  uncertainty  un- 
der which  they  now  were  with  refpecl  to  its  true 
bearings,  as  they  could  not  at  prefent  gain  a  view 
of  it  from  the  top  of  the   higheft  trees.     They, 
therefore,  thought  proper  to  walk  back  fix  or  feven 
miles  to  an  unoccupied  hut,  where  they  had  left: 
two  of  their  own  people,  and  three  of  the  natives, 
with  the  fmall  remnant  of  their  provifions.     Here 
they  pafled  the  fecond  night,  during  which  the  air 
was  fo  extremely  fharp,  that,  by  the  morning,  their 
guides  were  all  gone  off,  -except  one. 

Being  at  this  time  in  want  of  provifions,  which 
laid  them  under  a  necefiity  of  returning  to  fome  of 
the  cultivated  parts  of  the  ifland,  they  left  the  wood 
by  the  fame  path  by  which  they  had  entered  it. 
When  they  arrived  at  the  plantations,  they  were 
furroundedby  the  iflanders,  from  whom  they  pur- 
chafed  a  frefii  fupply  of  neceflfaries  ;  and  prevailed 
upon  two  of  them  to  accompany  them  as  guides, 
in  the  room  of  thofe  who  had  gone  away.  Having 
procured  the  befl:  information  they  could  pofiibly 
obtain  with  regard  to  the  direction  of  their  road, 
the  party,  who  were  now  nine  in  number,  marched 
for  about  half  a  dozen  miles  along  the  fkirts  of  the 
wood,  and  then  entered  it  again  by  a  path  leading 
towards  the  E,     They  paiTcd,  for  the  firft  three 
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■miles,  through  a  foreft  of  lofty  fpice- trees,  which 
grew  on  a  rich  loam.  At  the  back  of  thefe  trees 
they  met  with  an  equal  extent  of  low  fhrubby  trees, 
together  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  thick  un- 
derwood, upon  a  bottom  of  loofe  burnt  ftones. 
This  led  them  to  another  foreft  of  fpice- trees,  and 
•the  fame  rich  brownifli  foil,  which  was  again  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  barren  ridge  of  a  fimilar  kind  with  the 
former.  Thefe  ridges,  as  far  as  they  could  be  feen, 
■appeared  to  run  parallel  with  the  fea  fhore,  and  to 
^lave  Mouna  Roa  for  their  centre.  In  -pafling 
through  the  woods  they  found  many  unfinifhed 
canoes,  and  huts  in  feveral  places  ;  but  they  faw 
none  of  the  inhabitants.  After  they  had  penetrated 
almoft  three  miles  into  the  fecond  wood,  they  ar- 
rived at  two  huts,  where  they  ftopped,  being  greatly 
fatigued  with  the  day's  journey,  in  thecourfeof 
which  they  had  walked,  according  to  their  own 
computation,  at  leaft  twenty  miles.  Having  found 
no  fprings  from  the  time  they  quitted  the  planta- 
tions, they  had  greatly  fuflPered  from  the  violence 
of  their  thirft  ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  were 
•obliged,  before  the  evening  came  on,  to  feparate 
into  fmall  parties,  and  go  in  queft  of  water.  They, 
at  laft,  met  with  fome  that  had  been  left  by  rain  in 
the  bottom  of  a  half-finilhed  canoe ;  which,  though 
of  a  reddifli  colour,  was  by  no  means  unwelcome  to 
them.  Throughout  the  night,  the  cold  was  more 
intenfe  than  before ;  and  though  they  had  taken 
care  to  wrap  themfelves  up  in  mats  and  clothes  of 
the  country,  and  to  keep  a  large  fire  between  the 
two  huts,  they  could  get  but  very  little  fleep,  and 
wer^  under  the  necellity  of  walking  about  for  the 
greateft  part  of  the  night.  Their  elevation  was 
now,  in  all  probability,  pretty  confiderable,  as  the 
ground,  over  which  their  journey  lay,  had  been 
generally  on  the  afcent.  On  the  next  morning, 
which  was  the  29th,  they  fet  out  early,  with  an  in- 
tention of  making  their  lail  and  greateft  effort  to 

reach 


To    THE    Pacific    Ocean,  &c.     2027 

reach  the  fnowy  mountain  ;  but  their  fpirits  were 
conliderably  depreffed,  on  finding  that  the  mifera- 
ble  pittance  of  water,  which  they  had  difcovered 
the  preceding  night,  was  expended.  The  path, 
which  reached  no  farther  than  where  canoes  had 
been  built,  being  now  terminated,  they  were 
obhged  to  make  their  way  as  well  as  they  could  ; 
frequently  climbing  up  into  the  moft  lofty  trees,  to 
explore  the  furrounding  country.  They  arrived, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  at  a  ridge  of  burnt  ftones, 
from  the  top  of  which  they  had  a  profpedl  of  the 
Mouna  Koa,  which  then  appeared  to  be  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  betv/een  twelve  and  fourteen  miles  from 
them.  They  now  entered  into  aconfultation,  whe- 
ther they  fhould  proceed  any  further,  or  reft  con-. 
tented  with  the  view  before  them  of  the  fnowy 
mountain.  Since  the  path  had  ceafed,  their  road 
had  become  highly  fatiguing,  and  was  growing  ftill, 
more  fo,  every  ftep  they  advanced.  The  ground  was 
almoft  every  where  broken  into  deep  fiflbres,  which, 
being  llightly  covered  with  mofs,  made  them  ftum- 
ble  almoft  continually ;  and  the  intervening  fpace 
confifted  of  a  furface  of  loofe  burnt  ftones,  which 
broke  ufider  their  feet.  Into  fome  of  thefe  iilTures 
they  threw  ftones,  which  feemed  from  the  noife 
they  made,  to  fail  to  a  confiderable  depth  j  and  the 
ground  founded  hollow  as  they  walked  upon  it.. 
Befides  thefe  circumftances,  which  difcouraged 
them  from  proceeding,  they  found  their  conductors 
lb  averfe  to  going  on,  that  they  had  reafon  to  think 
they  would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  remain  out  ano- 
ther night.  They,  therefore,  at  length  came  to  a 
determination  of  returning  to  the  fliips,  after  taking 
a  lurvey  of  the  country  from  the  higheft  trees  they 
could  find.  From  this  elevation,  they  perceived 
themfelves  furrounded  with  wood  towards  the  fea ; 
they  were  unable  to  diftinguifh,  in  the  horizon,  the 
iky  from  the  water;  and  betwixt  them  and  the 
fnowy  mountain,  was  a  valley  of  about  eight  miles. 
12  A  2  in 
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in  breadth.  They  paffed  this  night  at  a  hut  in  the 
fecond  foreft  ;  and  the  following  day,  before  noon, 
they  had  paffed  the  fiift  wood,  and  found  themfelves 
nine  or  ten  miles  to  the  N.  E.  of  the  ihips,  towards 
which  they  marched  through  the  plantations.  As 
they  walked  along,  they  did  not  obferve  a  fpot  of 
ground,  that  was  fnfceptible  of  improvement,  left 
implanted  ;  and,  indeed,  the  country,  from  their 
account,  could  fcarcely  be  cultivated  to  greater  ad' 
vantage  for  the  purpofes  of  the  natives.  They  were 
furprifed  at  feeing  feveral  fields  of  hay  ;  and,  upon 
their  enquiry,  to  what  particular  ufe  it  was  applied, 
they  were  informed,  that  it  was  intended  to  cover 
the  grounds  where  the  young  taro  grew,  in  order 
to  preferve  them  from  being  fcorched  by  the  rays 
of  the  fun.  They  obferved,  among  the  plantations, 
a  few  huts  fcattered  about,  which  afforded  occafi- 
onal  fhelter  to  the  labourers  :  but  they  did  not  fee 
any  villages  at  a  greater  diflance  from  the  lea  than 
four  or  five  miles.  Near  one  of  them,  which  was 
fituated  about  four  miles  from  the  bay,  they  diico- 
vered  a  cave,  forty  fathoms  in  length,  three  in 
breadth,  and  of  the  fame  height.  It  was  open  at 
each  end  ;  its  fides  were  fluted^  as  if  wrought  with 
a  chiffel ;  and  the  furface  was  glazed  over,  perhaps 
by  the  aclion  of  fire.  Having  thus  related  the  prin- 
cipal circumftances  that  occurred  in  the  expedition 
to  the  fnowy  mountain  at  Owhyhee,  we  fhall  noAV 
proceed  to  defcribe  the  other  iflands  of  this  groupe. 
That  which  is  next  in  fize,  and  nearefl:  in  fitu- 
ation  to  Owhyhee,  is  Mowee.  It,  ftands  at  the 
diftance  of  eight  leagues  N.  N.  W.  from  Owhyhee, 
and  is  140  geographical  miles  in  circuit.  It  is  di- 
vided by  a  low  jfthmus  into  two  circular  peninfulas, 
of  which  that  to  the  eafi;ward  is  named  Whamadooa, 
and  is  twice  as  large  as  that  to  the  W.  called  Owhy- 
rookoo.  The  mountains  in  both  rife  to  a  very 
great  height,  as  we  were  able  to  fee  them  at  the 
diftance  of  about  30  leagues.     The  northern  fhores, 
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like  thofe  of  the  ifle  of  Owhyhee,  afford  no  found- 
ings ;  and  the  country  bears  the  fame  afped  of  fer- 
tility and  verdure.  The  E.  point  of  Mo  wee  is  in 
the  latitude  of  20  deg.  50  min.  N.  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  204  dcg.  4  rain,  E.  To  the  fouth ward,  be- 
tween Mowee  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  we  found 
regular  depths  with  i  50  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of 
fand.  From  the  weftern  point,  which  is  rather  low, 
runs  a  Ihoai,  extending  towards  the  ifland  of  Kanai, 
to  a  confiderable  diftance  ;  and  to  the  S.  of  this,  is 
an  extenlive  bay,  w'ith  a  fandy  beach,  fhaded  with 
cocoa-trees.  It  is  not  improbable  that  good  an- 
chorage might  be  met  with  here,  with  Ihelter  from 
the  prevailing  winds  ;  and  that  the  beach  afiords  a 
commodious  landing-place.  The  country  further 
back  is  very  romantic  in  its  appearance.  The  hills 
rife  almoft  perpendicularly,  exhibiting  a  variety  of 
peaked  forms  j  and  their  fteep  fides,  as  well  as  the 
deep  chafms  between  them,  are  covered  with  trees, 
among  which  thofe  of  the  bread-fruit  principally 
abound.  The  fummits  of  thefe  hills  are  perfectly 
bare,  and  of  a  reddifli  brown  hue.  The  natives 
informed  us,  that  there  was  a  harbour  to  the  S.  of 
the  eaftern  point,  which  they  alTerted  was  fuperior 
to  that  of  Karakakooa  ;  and  we  alfo  heard  that 
there  was  another  harbour,  named  Keepookeepoo, 
on  the  north-weftern  fide. 

Ranai  is  about  nine  miles  diftant  from  Mowee  and 
Morotoi,  and  is  fituate  to  the  S.  W.  of  the  paflTage 
between  thofe  two  ifles.  The  country,  towards  the 
S.  is  elevated  and  craggy ;  but  the  other  parts  of 
the  iiiand  had  a  better  appearance,  and  feemed  to 
be  well  inhabited.  It  abounds  in  roots,  fuch  as 
fweet  potatoes,  taro,  and  yams  ;  but  produces  very 
few  plantains,  and  bread-fruit  trees.  The  S.  point 
of  Pvanai  is  in  the  latitude  of  20  deg.  46  min.  N. 
and  in  the  longitude  of  203  deg.  8  min.  E. 

Morotoi  lies  at  thediftance  of  two  leagues  and  a 
half  to  the  W.  N.  W.  of  Mowee.     Its  Ibuth-weftern 
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coaft,  which  was  the  only  part  of  it  we  approached, 
is  very  low ;  but  the  land  behind  rifes  to  a  confi- 
derable  elevation  ;  and,  at  the  diftance  from  which 
we  had  a  view  of  it,  appeared  to  be  deftitute  of 
wood.  Yams  are  its  principal  produce  ;  and  it  may 
probably  contain  freih  water.  The  coaft,  on  the 
fouthern  and  weftern  fides  of  the  illand,  forms  fe- 
veral  baySj  that  promife  a  tolerable  Ihelter  from  the 
trade  winds.  The  W.  point  of  Morotoi  is  in  the 
longitude  of  202  deg.  46  min.  E.  and  in  the  lati- 
tude of  2T  deg.   10  min.  N. 

Tahoorowa  is  a  fmall  ifland  fituated  off  the  fouth- 
weftern  part  of  Mowee,  from  which  it  is  nine  miles 
diftant.  It  is  deftitute  of  wood,  and  its  foil  feems 
to  be  fandy  and  unfertile.  Its  latitude  is  20  deg. 
^8  min.  N.  and  its  longitude  203  deg.  27  min.  E» 
Between  it  and  Mowee  ftands  the  little  ifland  of 
Morrotinnee,  which  has  no  inhabitants. 

Woahoo  lies  about  feven  leagues  to  the  N.  W.  of 
Morotoi.  As  far  as  we  were  enabled  to  judge, 
from  the  appearance  of  the  north-weftern  and  north- 
eaftern  parts  (for  we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  fee- 
ing the  fouthern  fide)  it  is  by  far  the  fineft  of  all  the 
Sandwich  Iflands.  The  verdure  of  the  hills,  the 
variety  of  wood  and  lawn,  and  fertile  well  culti- 
vated valleys,  which  the  whole  face  of  the  country 
prefented  to  view,  could  not  be  exceeded.  Having 
already  defcribed  the  bay  in  which  we  anchored, 
formed  by  the  northern  and  weftern  extremes,  it 
remains  for  us  to  obferve,  that,  in  the  bight  of  the 
bay,  to  the  fouthward  of  our  anchoring-place,  we 
met  with  foul  rocky  ground,  about  two  miles  from 
the  fiiore.  If  the  ground  tackling  of  a  fhip  ilio.ul^ 
happen  to  be  weak,  and  the  wind  blow  wath  vio- 
lence from  the  N.  to  which  quarter  the  road  is  en- 
tirely open,  this  circumftance  might  be  attended 
with  fome  degree  of  danger :  but,  provided  the. 
cables  were  good,  there  would  be  no  great  hazard, 
as  the  ground  from  the  anchoring  place,  \yhich  ig 
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oppofite  the  valley  through  which  the  river  runs,  to 
the  northern  point,  conlifts  of  a  fine  fand.  The  la- 
titude of  our  anchoring-place  is  2 1  deg.  43  min.  N. 
and  the  longitude  202  deg.  9  min.  E. 

The  diftrict  of  Atooi  is  about  25  leagues  to  the 
N.  W.  of  Woahoe.  Towards  the  N.  E.  and  N.  W. 
the  face  of  the  country  is  ragged  and  broken  ;  but, 
to  the  fouthward,  it  is  more  even ;  the  hills  rife 
from  the  fea-fide  with  a  gentle  acclivity,  and,  at  a 
little  diftance  back,  are  covered  with  wood.  Its 
produce  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  other  iflands 
of  this  clufter ;  but  its  inhabitants  greatly  excel  the 
.people  of  all  the  neighbouring  iflands  in  the  manage- 
ment of  their  plantations.  In  the  low  grounds, 
contiguous  to  the  bay  wherein  we  anchored,  thefe 
plantations  were  regularly  divided  by  deep  ditches  ; 
the  fences  were  formed  with  a  neatnefs  approaching 
to  elegance,  and  the  roads  through  them  were 
finifhed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would  have  reflecled 
credit  even  on  an  European  engineer.  The  longi- 
tude of  Wymoa  Bay,  in  thisifland,  is  200  deg.  20 
min.  E.  and  its  latitude  21  deg.  ^y  min.  N. 

Oneeheow  is  five  or  fix  leagues  to  the  weftward 
of  Atooi.  Its  eaftern  coaft  is  high,  and  rifes  v.utli 
abruptnefs  from  the  fea  ;  but  the  other  parts  of  the 
ifland  confift  of  low  ground,  except  a  round  bkiif 
head  on  the  fouth-eaflern  point.  It  produces  plenty 
of  yams,  and  of  the  fweet  root  called  tee.  The 
anchoring-place  at  this  ifland  lies  in  the  latitude  of 
2 1  deg.  50  min.  N.  and  in  the  longitude  of  199  deg> 
45  min.  E. 

Oreehoua  and  Tahoora  are  two  little  iflands,  fitu- 
ate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Oneeheow.  The  for- 
mer is  an  elevated  hummock,  conncded  with  the 
northern  extreme  of  Oneeheow,  by  a  reef  of  coral 
rocks.  Its  latitude  is  22  deg.  2  min.  N.  and  its  lon- 
gitude 199  deg.  52  min.  E.  The  latter  ftands  to 
the  S.  E.  and  is  uninhabited:  its  longitude  is  i.99 
deg.  36  min.  E.  and  its  latitude  2  i  deg.  43  min.  N. 

Tile  climate  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles  is,  perhaps, 
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rather  more  temperate  than  that  of  the  Weft  India 
Iflands,  which  are  in  the  fame  latitude ;  but  the 
difference  is  very  inconfiderable.  The  thermometer, 
on  fhore  near  Karakakooa  Bay,  never  rofe  to  a 
greater  height  than  88  deg.  and  that  but  one  day  t 
its  mean  height,  at  twelve  o'clock,  was  83  deg. 
Its  mean  height  at  noon,  in  Wymoa  Bay,  was  76 
deg.  and,  when  out  at  fea,  75  deg.  In  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica,  the  mean  height  of  the  thermometer, 
at  twelve  o'clock,  is  about  86  deg.  at  fea,  80  deg. 
Whether  thefe  iflands  are  fubjecl  to  the  fame  vio- 
lent winds  and  hurricanes  with  the  Weft  Indies,  we 
could  not  afcertain,  as  we  were  not  here  during  any 
of  the  tempeftuous  months.  However,  as  no  vef- 
tiges  of  their  effects  were  any  where  to  be  feen,  and 
as  the  iflanders  gave  us  no  pofitive  teftimony  of  the 
facfi:,  it  is  probable,  that,  in  this  particular,  they 
refemble  the  Friendly  and  Society  Ifles,  which  are, 
in  a  great  degree,  free  from  fuch  tremendous  vifi- 
tations.  There  was  a  greater  quantity  of  rain,  par- 
ticularly in  the  interior  parts,  during  the  four  win- 
ter  months  that  we  continued  among  thefe  iflanders, 
than  commonly  falls  in  the  Weft  Indies  in  the  dry 
feafon.  We  generally  obferved  clouds  collecting 
round  the  fummits  of  the  hills,  and  producing  rain 
to  leeward  ;  but  after  the  wind  has  feparated  them 
from  the  land,  they  difperfe,  and  are  loft,  and 
others  fupply  their  place.  This  occurred  daily  at 
Owhyhee  ;  the  mountainous  parts  being  ufually 
enveloped  in  a  cloud  ;  fliowers  fucceffively  falHng 
in  the  inland  country  ;  with  a  clear  Iky,  and  fine 
weather,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ihore.  The 
winds  were,  for  the  moft  part,  from  E.  S.  E.  to 
N.  E.  In  the  harbour  of  Karakakooa  we  had  every 
day  and  night  a  fea  and  land  breeze.  The  currerits 
fometimes  fet  to  windward,  and  at  other  times  to 
leeward,  without  the  leaft  regularity.  They  did 
not  feem  to  be  directed  by  the  winds,  nor  by  any 
other  caufe  that  we  can  aflign:  they  often  fet  to  wind- 
^  ward 
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ward  againft  a  frefh  breeze.  The  tides  are  exceed- 
ingly regular,  ebbing  and  flowing  fix  hours  each. 
The  flood-tide  comes  from  the  E.  and,  at  the  full 
and  change  of  the  moon,  it  is  high-water  at  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  after  three  o'clock.  Their 
greateft  rife  is  two  feet  feven  inches. 

The  quadrupeds  of  thefe  iflands,  are  confined  to 
three  forts,  namely,  hogs,  dogs,  and  rats.  The 
dogs  are  of  the  fame  fpecies  with  thofe  we  faw  at 
Otaheite,  having  pricked  ears,  long  backs,  and  fliort 
^  crooked  legs.  We  did  not  obferve  any  variety  in 
them,  except  in  their  fkins ;  fome  being  perfectly 
fmooth,  and  others  having  long  rough  hair.  They 
are  about  as  large  as  a  common  turnfpit,  and  feem 
to  be  extremely  fluggifli  in  their  nature  ;  though 
this  may,  probably, be  more  owing  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  treated,  than  to  their  natural  dif- 
polition.  They  are  generally  fed  with  the  hogs, 
and  left  to  herd  with  thofe  animals  ;  and  we  do  not 
recollect  a  fingle  inftance  of  a  dog  being  made  a 
companion  here,  as  is  the  cufl:om  in  Europe.  In- 
deed, the  pra6lice  of  eating  them  feems  to  be  an 
infuperable  bar  to  their  being  admitted  into  fo- 
ciety ;  and  as  there  are  no  beafts  of  prey,  nor  ob- 
jects of  chace,  in  thefe  iflaods,  the  fgcial  qualities 
of  the  dog,  its  attachment,  fidelity,  and  fagacity> 
will,  in  all  probability,  remain  unknown  to  the  na- 
tives. In  our  obfervations  it  did  not  appear  that 
the  dogs  in  the  Sandwich  lilands  were  near  fo  nu- 
merous, in  proportion,  as  at  Otaheite.  But,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  have  a  much  greater  plenty 
of  hogs,  and  the  breed  is  of  a  larger,  kind.  Wc 
procured  from  them  an  amazing  fupply  of  provi- 
lions  of  this  fort.  We  were  upwards  of  three 
months,  either  cruifing  off  the  coaft,  or  in  harbour 
at  Owhyhee ;  during  all  which  time  the  crews  of 
both  fliips  had  conltantly  a  large  allowance  of  frefli 
pork,  infomuch  that  our  confumption  of  that  ar- 
ticle was  computed  at  about  60  puncheons  of  500 
.     No.  j^.  12  B  weight 
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weight  each.  Befides  this  quantity,  and  the  ex- 
traordinary wafte,  which,  amidft  fuch  abundance, 
could  not  be  entirely  prevented,  60  more  puncheons 
were  lalted  for  fea  ftore.  The  greater  part  of  this 
I'upply  was  drawn  from  the  ifle  of  Owhyhee  alone ; 
and  yet  we  did  not  perceive  that  it  was  at  all  ex- 
hatifled,  or  even  that  the  plenty  had  decreafed. 
The  birds  of  thefe  iflands  are  numerous,  though 
the  variety  is  not  great.  Some  of  them  may  vie 
with  thofe  of  any  country  in  point  of  beauty. 
There  are  four  fpecies  that  feem  to  belong  to  the 
trochili,  or  honey-fuckers  of  Linnxus.  One  of 
them  is  fomewhat  larger  than  a  bullfinch  ;  its  co- 
lour is  a  glofly  black,  and  the  thighs  and  rump- 
vent  are  of  a  deep  yellow.  The  natives  call  it  hoo- 
hoo.  Another  is  of  a  very  bright  fcarlet ;  its  wings 
are  black,  with  a  white  edge,  and  its  tail  is  black. 
It  is  named  eeeeve  by  the  inhabitants.  The  third 
is  variegated  with  brown,  yellow,  and  red,  and 
feems  to  be  either  a  young  bird,  or  a  variety  of  the 
preceding.  The  fourth  is  entirely  green,  with  a 
yellow  tinge,  and  is  called  akaiearooa.  There  is 
alfo  a  fmall  bird  of  the  fly-catcher  kind  ;  a  fpecies 
of  thrufh,  with  a  greyifli  breaft  ;  and  a  rail,  with 
very  fhort  wings,  and  no  tail.  Ravens  are  met 
with  here,  but  they  are  extremely  fcarce  ;  they  are 
of  a  dark  brown  colour,  inclining  to  black,  and 
their  note  is  different  from  that  of  the  European 
raven.  We  found  two  fmall  birds,  that  were  very 
common,  and  both  of  which  were  of  one  genus. 
One  of  thefe  was  red,  and  was  ufually  obferved 
about  the  cocoa-trees,  from  whence  it  feem ed  to 
derive  a  conliderable  part  of  its  fubfiftence.  The 
other  was  of  a  green  colour.  Both  had  long 
tongues,  which  were  ciliated,  or  fringed  at  the  tip. 
A  bird  with  a  yellow  head  was  iikewife  very  com- 
mon here :  from  the  ftrudlure  of  its  beak,  our  peo- 
ple called  it  a  parroquet :  it,  however,  does  not 
belong  to  that  tribe,  but  bears  a  great  rcfemblance 
3  to 
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to  the  lexia  flavicans,  or  yellow  crofs-bill  of  Lin;* 
fiasus.  Here  are  alfo  owls,  curlews,  petrels,  and 
gannets ;  plovers  pf  two  fpecies,  one  nearly  the 
fame  as  our  whiftling  plover  ;  a  large  white  pigeon  ; 
the  common  water-hen  ;  and  a  long-tailed  bird, 
which  is  of  a  black  colour,  and  the  vent  and  fea- 
thers under  the  wings  yellow. 

The  vegetable  produce  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles  is 
pot  very  different  from  that  of  the  other  iilands  of 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  have  already  obferved,  that 
the  taro  root,  as  here  cultivated,  was  fuperior  to 
any  we  had  before  tafted.  The  bread-fruit  trees 
thrive  here,  not  indeed  in  fuch  abundance  as  at 
Ptaheite,  but  they  produce  twice  as  much  fruit  as 
they  do  on  the  rich  plains  of  that  ifland.  The  trees 
are  nearly  of  the  fame  height ;  but  the  branches 
fhoot  out  from  the  trunk  conliderably  lower,  and 
)yith  greater  luxuriance  of  vegetation.  The  fugar- 
papes  of  thefe  iilands  grow  to  an  extraordinary  lize. 
Qne  of  them  was  brought  to  us  at  Atooi,  whofe 
circumference  was  eleven  inches  and  a  quarter  ;  and 
it  had  fourteen  feet  eatable.  At  Oneeheow  we  faw 
ibme  large  brown  roots,  from  fix  to  ten  pounds  in 
weight,  refembling  a  yam  in  fliape.  The  juice,  of 
which  they  yield  a  great  quantity,  is  very  fvveet, 
and  is  an  excellent  fuccedaneum  for  fugar.  The 
natives  are  e:Jfceedingly  fond  of  it,  and  make  ufe 
of  it  as  an  article  of  their  common  diet ;  and  our 
people  likexyife  fqund  it  very  palatable  and  wholc- 
ibme.  Not  being  able  to  procure  the  leaves  of  this 
vegetable,  we  could  not  afcertain  to  what  fpecies 
of  plant  it  belonged ;  but  we  fuppofed  it  to  be  the 
root  of  fome  kind  of  fern. 

The  natives  of  the  Sandwich  Ifles  are  doubtlefs 
of  the  fame  extraction  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Friendly  and  Society  Iflands,  of  New  Zealand,  the 
Marquefas,  and  Eafter  Ifland  ;  a  race  which  poiTefTes 
all  the  known  lands  between  the  longitudes  of  167 
deg.  and  260  deg.  E,  and  between  the  l<^titudes  of  47 
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deg.  S.  and  22  deg»  N.  This  faft,  extraordinary 
as  it  is,  is  not  only  evinced  by  the  general  refem- 
blance  of  their  perfons,  and  the  great  limilarity  of 
their  manners  and  cuftoms,  but  feems  to  be  efta- 
blifhed,  beyond  all  controverfy,  by  the  identity  of 
their  language.  It  may  not,  perhaps,  be  very  dif-^ 
licult  to  conjecture,  from  what  continent  they  ori- 
ginally emigrated,  and  by  what  fleps  they  have 
difFufed  themfelves  over  fo  imrnenfe  a  fpace.  They 
bear  flrong  marks  of  affinity  to  fome  of  the  Indian 
tribes,  which  inhabit  the  Ladrones  and  Caroline 
Ifles ;  and  the  fame  affinity  and  refemblance,  may 
alfo  be  traced  among  the  Malays  and  the  Battas. 
At  what  particular  time  thefe  migrations  happened 
is  lefs  eafy  to  afcertain  ;  the  period,  in  all  proba- 
bility, was  not  very  late,  as  they  are  very  populous, 
and  have  no  tradition  refpefting  their  own  origin, 
but  what  is  wholly  fabulous ;  though,  on  the  othev 
hand,  the  limplicity  which  is  ftill  prevalent  in  their 
manners  and  habits  of  life,  and  the  unadulterated 
ftate  of  their  general  language,  feem  to  demonftrate, 
that  it  could  not  have  been  at  any  very  remote  period. 
The  natives  of  the  Sandwich  lllands,  in  general, 
exceed  the  middle  fize,  and  are  well  made.  They 
walk  in  a  very  graceful  manner,  run  with  coniidera- 
ble  agility,  and  are  capable  of  enduring  a  great  de- 
gree of  fatigue  :  but,  upon  the  whole,  the  men 
are  inferior  with  refpecl  to  adivity  and  ftrength,  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  the 
wom.en  are  lefs  delicate  in  the  formation  of  their 
limbs  than  the  Otaheitean  females.  Their  com- 
plexion is  fomewhat  darker  than  that  of  the  Ota- 
heiteans  ;  and  they  are  not  altogether  fo  handfome 
in  their  perfons  as  the  natives  of  the  Society  Ifles, 
Many  of  both  fexes,  however,  had  fine  open  coun- 
tenances ;  and  the  wom.en,  in  particular,  had  white 
•weil-fct  teeth,  good  eyes,  and  an  engaging  fweet- 
nefs  and  ienfibility  of  look.  The  hair  of  thefe  peo- 
ple is  of  a  brownilh  black,  neither  uniformly  curl- 
ing. 
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ang,  like  that  of  the  African  Negroes,    nor  uni- 
formly llraight,  as  among  the  Indians  of  America  ; 
but  varying,  in  this  refpect,  like  the  hair  of  Em'o- 
peans.     There  is  one  ftriking  peculiarity  in  the  fea- 
tures of  every  part  of  this  great  nation  ;  which  is, 
that,  even  in  the  moft  handfome  faces,  there  is  al- 
ways obfervable,  a  fulnefs  of  the  noftril,  without  any 
flatnefs  or  fpreading  of  the  nofe,  that  diflinguiflies 
them  from  the  inhabitants  of  Europe.     It  is  not 
wholly  improbable,  that  this  may  be  the  effect  of 
their  cuftomary  method  of  falutation,  which  is  per- 
formed by  prefling  together  the  extremities  of  their 
nofes.     The  fame  fuperiority  that  we  generally  ob- 
ferved  at  other  iflands  in  the  perfons  of  the  erees,  is 
likewife  found  here.   Thofe  that  were  feen  by  us  were 
perfectly  well  formed  ;  whereas  the  lower  clafs  of  peo- 
ple, befides  their  general  inferiority,  are  fubjecltoall 
the  variety  of  figure  and  make,  that  is  met  with 
in  the  populace  of  other  parts  of  the  world.     But 
we  met  with  more  frequent  inftances  of  deformity 
here,  than  in  any  of  the  other  iflands  we  vifited. 
While  we  were  cruifing  off  Owhyhee,  two  dwarfs 
came  on  board ;  one  of  whom  was  an  old  man,  of 
the  height  of  four  feet  two  inches,  but  very  well 
proportioned  •,  and  the  other  was  a  Avoman,  nearly 
of  the  fame  ftature.     We  afterwards  faw,  among 
the  natives,  three  who  were  hump-backed,  and  a 
young  man  who  had  been  deftitute  of  hands  and 
feet,  from  the  very  moment  of  his  birth.    Squinting 
is  alfo  common   among  them  ;  and  a  man,  who, 
they  told  us,  had  been  born  blind,  was  brought  to 
us  for  the  purpofe  of  being  cured.     Belides  thefc 
particular  defeats,  they  are,  in  general,  extremely 
fubjecl  to  boils  and  ulcers,  which  fome  of  us  afcribed 
to  the  great  quantity  of  fait  they  ufually  eat  with 
their  filh  and  flefli.     Though  the  erees  are  free  from 
thefe  complaints,    many  of  them  experience  flill 
more  dreadful  effects  from  the  too  frequent  ufe  of 
the  ava.  Thofe  who  were  the  moft  affecled  by  it,  had 
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their  eyes  red  and  inflamed,  their  limbs  emaciated, 
their  bodies  covered  with  a  whitifh  fcurf,  and  their 
whole  frame  trembling  and  paralytic,  attended  with 
a  difability  of  railing  their  heads. 

Though  it  does  not  appear  that  this  drug  univer- 
fally  iliortens  life,  (for  Terreeoboo,  Kaoo,  and  fe- 
veral  other  chiefs,  were  far  advanced  in  years)  yet 
it  invariably  brings  on  a  premature  and  decrepid 
old  age.  It  is  a  fortunate  circumftance  for  the  peo- 
ple, that  the  ufe  of  it  is  made  a  pecuHar  privilege 
of  the  chiefs.  The  young  fon  of  Terreeoboo,  who 
did  not  exceed  12  or  13  years  of  age,  frequently 
boafted  of  his  being  admitted  to  drink  ava  ;  and 
ihewed  us,  with  marks  of  exultation,  a  fmall  fpot 
in  his  fide  that  was  beginning  to  grow  fcaly.  When 
Captain  Cook  firft  vifited  the  Society  Ifles,  this  per- 
nicious drug  was  very  little  known  among  them. 
In  his  fecond  voyage,  he  found  it  greatly  in  vogue 
at  XJhetea ;  but  it  had  flill  gained  little  ground  afc 
Otaheite.  During  the  laft  time  we  were  there,  the 
havock  it  had  made  was  almoft  incredible,  info^ 
much  that  Captain  Cook  fcarce  recognized  many 
of  his  former  acquaintances.  It  is  alfo  conftantly 
drank  by  the  chiefs  of  the  Friendly  Ifles,  but  fp 
much  diluted  with  water,  that  it  fcarcely  produces 
any  bad  confequences.  At  Atooi,  likewife,  it  is 
ufed  with  great  moderation ;  and  the  chiefs  of  that 
ifland  are,  on  this  account,  a  much  finer  fet  of 
men,  than  thofe  of  the  neighbouring  iflands.  It 
was  remarked  by  us,  that,  upon  difcontinuing  the 
ufe  of  this  root,  its  noxious  effetfls  quickly  wore 
off".  We  prevailed  upon  our  friends  Kaoo  and 
Xaireekeea,  to  abftain  from  it ;  and  they  recovered) 
furprifingly  during  the  fliort  time  we  afterwards 
remained  among  them. 

It  niay  be  thought,  that  to  form  any  probable 
conjectures  with  regard  to  the  population  of 
iflands,  with  many  parts  of  which  we  have  but  an 
imp  erf ed  acquaintance,  to  be  a  taik  highly  difficult. 

There 
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There  are  two  circumftances,  however,  which  re- 
move much  of  this  objedion.  One  is,  that  the 
interior  parts  of  the  country  are  almoft  entirely  un- 
inhabited :  if,  therefore,  the  number  of  thofe  who 
inhabit  the  parts  adjoining  to  the  coaft,  be  afcer- 
tained,  the  whole  will  be  determined  with  fome 
degree  of  accuracy.  The  other  circumflance  is, 
that  there  are  no  towns  of  any  confiderable  extent, 
the  houfes  of  the  iflanders  being  pretty  equally  fcat- 
tered  in  fmall  villages  round  all  their  coafts.  On 
thefe  grounds  we  fliall  venture  at  a  rough  calcula- 
tion of  the  number  of  perfons  in  this  clufter  of 
iflands. 

Karakakooa  Bay,  in  Owhyhee,  is  about  three 
miles  in  extent,  and  comprehends  four  villages  of 
about  80  houfes  each,  upon  an  average,  in  all  320  ; 
befides  many  ftraggling  habitations,  which  may 
make  the  whole  amount  to  350.  If  we  allow  fix 
people  to  each  houfe,  the  country  about  the  bay 
will  then  contain  2,100  perfons.  To  thefe  we  may 
add  50  families,  or  300  fouls,  which  we  imagine  to 
be  nearly  the  number  employed  among  the  planta-- 
tions  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  ifland  ;  making, 
in  all,  2,400.  If  this  number  be  applied  to  the 
whole  coaft  round  the  ifland,  a  quarter  being  de- 
ducted for  the  uainhabited  parts,  it  will  be  found 
to  contain  150,000  perfons.  The  other  Sandwich 
lilands,  by  the  fame  method  qf  calculation,  will 
appear  to  contain  the  following  number  of  inha- 
bitants :  Mowee,  65,400  ;  Atooi,  54,000  ;  Moro- 
toi,  36,000;  Woahoo,  60,200;  Ranai,  20,400; 
OneeheoLi,  10,000;  and  Oreehoua,  4,000.  Thefe 
numbers,  including  the  1  50,000  in  Owhyhee,  will 
amount  to  400,000.  In  this  computation  we  have 
by  no  means  exceeded  the  truth  in  the  total 
amount. 

We  muft  confefs,  notwithflanding  the  great  lofs 
we  fuflained  from  the  fudden  refentment  and  vio- 
lence of  thefe  iflanders,  that  they  are  of  a  very 
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mild  and  afFedlionate  difpofition,  equally  remote 
from  the  diftant  gravity  and  referve  of  the  natives 
of  the  Friendly  Hies,  and  the  extreme  volatility  of 
the  Otaheiteans.  They  feem  to  live  in  the  greateft 
friendfhip  and  harmony  with  each  others  Thofe 
women  who  had  children,  Ihewed  a  remarkable 
affection  for  them,  and  paid  them  a  particular  and 
conftant  attention ;  and  the  men,  with  a  willing- 
nefs  that  did  honour  to  their  feelings,  frequently 
afforded  their  afTiftance  in  thofe  domeftic  employ- 
ments. We  muft,  however,  remark,  that  they  are 
greatly  inferior  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  other 
iHands,  in  that  befl.  criterion  of  civilized  manners, 
the  relpeft  paid  to  the  female  fex.  Here  the  wo- 
men are  not  only  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  eat- 
ing with  the  men,  but  are  forbidden  to  feed  on  the 
beft  forts  of  provisions.  Turtle,  pork,  feveral  kinds 
of  fifli,  and  fome  fpecies  of  plantains,  are  denied 
them  ;  and  we  were  informed,  that  a  girl  received 
a  violent  beating,  for  having  eaten,  while  fhe  was 
on  board  one  of  our  fhips,  a  prohibited  article  of 
food.  With  regard  to  their  domeftic  life,  they  feem 
to  live  almoft  wholly  by  themfelves,  and  meet  with 
little  attention  from  the  men,  though  no  inftances 
of  perfonal  ill-treatment  were  obferved  by  us.  We 
have  already  had  occafion  to  mention  the  great 
kindnefs  and  hofpitality,  with  which  they  treated 
us.  Whenever  we  went  afhore,  there  was  a  conti- 
nual ftruggle  who  fhould  be  moil  forward  in  offer- 
ing little  prefents  for  our  acceptance, bringing  provi- 
iions  and  refrefliments,or  teftifying  fome  other  mark 
of  refpect.  The  aged  perfons  conilantly  received 
us,  with  tears  of  joy,  appeared  to  be  highly  grati- 
fied with  being  permitted  to  touch  us,  and  were 
frequently  drawing  comparifons  between  us  and 
themfelves,  with  marks  of  extreme  humility.  The 
yoUng  wornen,  likewife,  were  exceedingly  kind 
and  engaging,  and  attached  themfelves  to  us,  with- 
out referve,  till  they  perceivedj  notwithilanding  all 
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our  endeavours  to  prevent  it,  that  they  had  caufe 
to  repent  of  our  acquaintance.  It  muft,  however, 
be  obferved,  that  thefe  females  were,  in  all  proba- 
bility, of  the  inferior  clafs  ;  for  we  faw  very  few 
women  of  rank  during  our  continuance  here. 
Thefe  people,  in  point  of  natural  capacity,  are,  by 
no  means,  below  the  common  ftandard  of  the  hu- 
man race.  The  excellence  of  their  manufadures^ 
and  their  improvements  in  agriculture,  are  doubt- 
lefs  adequate  to  their  fituation  and  natural  advan- 
tages. The  eagernefs  of  curiofity,  with  which  they 
ufed  to  attend  the  armourer's  forge,  and  the  vari- 
ous expedients  which  they  had  invented,  even  be- 
fore our  departure  from  thefe  iflands,  for  working 
the  iron  obtained  from  us,  into  fuch  forms  as  were 
beft  calculated  for  their  purpofes,  were  ftrong  indi- 
cations of  docility  and  ingenuity.  Our  unhappy 
friend,  Kaneena,  was  endowed  with  a  remarkable 
quicknefs  of  conception,  and  a  great  degree  of  ju- 
dicious curiofity.  He  was  extremely  inquifitive 
with  refpecl  to  our  manners  and  cuftoms.  He  en- 
quired after  our  fovereign,  the  form  of  our  go- 
vernment, the  mode  of  conftrucling  our  fhips,  the 
productions  of  our  country,  our  numbers,  our 
method  of  building  houfes  ;  whether  we  waged  any 
wars  ;  with  whom,  on  what  occafions,  and  in  what 
particular  manner  they  were  carried  on  ;  who  was 
our  deity  ;  beiides  many  other  queftions  of  a  fimilar 
import,  which  feemed  to  indicate  a  compreheniivC 
underftanding.  We  obfeivcd  two  inftances  of  per- 
fons  difordered  in  their  fenfes ;  the  one  a  woman 
at  Oneeheov/,  the  other  a  man  at  Owhyhee.  From 
the  extraordinary  refpecl  and  attention  paid  to  them, 
it  appeared,  that  the  opinion  of  their  being  divinely 
infpired,  which  prevails  among  moft  of  the  orien- 
tal nations,  is  alio  countenanced  here. 

We  are  inclined  to  think,  that  the  practice  of 
feeding  on  the  bodies  of  enemies,  was  originally 
prevalent  in  all  the  iflands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
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though  it  Is  not  known,  by  politive  and  dccifivc 
evidence,  to  exift  in  any  of  them,  except  New- 
Zealand.  The  offering  up  human  victims,  which  is 
manifeftly  a  relique  of  this  barbarous  cuftom,  ftill 
univerfally  obtains  among  thefe  iflanders  ;  and  it  is 
not  difficult  to  conceive  why  the  inhabitants  of 
New-'/ealand  fhould  retain  the  repaft,  which  was, 
perhaps,  the  concluding  part  of  thefe  horrid  rites, 
for  a  longer  period  than  the  reft  of  their  tribe,  who 
were  lituated  in  more  fertile  regions.  As  the  Sand- 
wich iflanders,  both  in  their  perfons  and  difpofition, 
bear  a  nearer  refemblance  to  the  New-Zealanders, 
than  to  any  other  people  of  this  very  extenfive  race, 
Mr.  Anderfon  was  ftrongly  inclined  to  fufpe<5t,  that, 
like  them,  they  are  ftill  cannibals.  The  evidence, 
which  induced  him  to  entertain  this  opinion,  has 
been  already  laid  down  ;  but,  as  Mr.  King  had  great 
doubts  of  the  juftnefs  of  his  conclufions,  we  fhall 
mention  the  grounds  on  which  he  ventured  to  dif- 
fer from  him.  With  regard  to  the  intelligence  re- 
ceived on  this  head  from  the  natives  theml'elves,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that  moft  of  the 
officers  on  board  took  great  pains  to  enquire  into 
fo  curious  a  circumftance  ;  and  that,  except  in  the 
inftances  above  referred  to,  the  iflanders  invariably 
denied  that  any  fuch  praftice  exifted  among  them. 
Though  Mr.  Anderfon's  fuperior  knowledge  of  the 
langu?.ge  of  thofe  people,  ought  certainly  to  give 
coniiderable  weight  to  his  judgment,  yet,  when  he 
examined  the  man  who  had  the  little  parcel,  con- 
taining a  piece  of  falted  flefh,  Mr.  King,  who  was 
prefent  on  that  occafion,  was  ftrongly  of  opinion, 
that  the  figns  made  ufe  of  by  the  iflander  inti- 
mated nothing  more,  than  that  it  was  dtfigned  to 
be  eaten,  and  that  it  was  very  agreeable  or  wholc- 
fome  to  the  liomach.  In  this  fcntiment  Mr.  King 
was  confirmed,  by  a  circumftance  of  which  he  was 
informed,  after  the  deceafe  of  his  Ingenious  friend 
Mr.  Anderfon,  namely,  that  moft  of  the  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  of  thefe  iflands  carried  about  with  them  a 
fmall  piece  of  raw  pork,  well  falted,  either  put  in  a 
calibafh,  or  wrapped  up  in  fome  cloth,  and  faftened 
round  the  waift  :  this  they  efteemed  a  great  delicacy, 
and  would  frequently  tafte  it.  With  regard  to  the 
confulion  the  lad  was  in,  (for  his  age  did  not  exceed 
16  or  1 8  years)  no  perfon  could  have  been  furprized 
at  it,  who  had  been  witnefs  of  the  earneft  and  eager 
manner  in  which  Mn  Anderfon  interrogated  him. 
Mr.  King  found  it  lefs  eafy  to  controvert  the  argument 
deduced  from  theufe  of  the  inftrument  made  with 
fiiark's  teeth,  which  is  of  a  fimilar  form  with  that 
ufed  by  the  New-Zealanders  for  cutting  up  the 
bodies  of  their  enemies.  Though  he  believed  it  to 
be  an  undoubted  fact,  that  they  never  make  ufe  of 
this  inftrument  in  cuttino:  the  fiefti  of  other  animals, 
yet  as  the  practice  of  facrificing  human  victims,  and 
of  burning  the  bodies  of  the  flain,  ftill  prevails 
here,  he  confidered  it  as  not  altogether  improbable, 
that  the  ufe  of  this  knife  (if  it  may  be  fo  denomi- 
nated) is  retained  in  thofe  ceremonies.  He  was, 
upon  the  whole,  inclined  to  imagine,  and  particu- 
larly from  the  laft-mentioned  circumftance,  that  the 
horrible  cul^om  of  devouring  human  ilefh  has  but 
lately  ceafed  in  thefe  and  other  iflands  of  the  Paci- 
fic Ocean.  Omiah  acknowledged,  that  his  coun- 
trymen, inftigated  by  the  fury  of  revenge,  would 
fometimes  tear  with  their  teeth  the  flefli  of  their  flain 
enemies  ;  but  he  peremptorily  denied  that  they  ever 
eat  it.  The  denial  is  a  ftrono:  indication  that  the 
practice  has  ceafed  ;  for  in  New-Zealand,  where  it 
is  ftill  prevalent,  the  natives  never  fcrupled  to  con- 
fefs  it. 

The  natives  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  almoft  uni- 
verfajly  permit  their  beaids  to  grow.  There  were, 
however,  a  few  who  cut  off"  their  beard  entirely, 
among  whom  was  the  aged  king ;  and  others  wore 
it  only  on  their  upper-lip.  The  fame  variety  that 
is  found  amoi)^  the  other  iflanders  of  this  ocean, 
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■with  refped  to  the  mode  of  wearing  the  hair,  is 
Jikewife  obfervable  here.  They  have,  befides,  a 
fafhion  which  feems  to  be  peculiar  to  themfelves : 
they  cut  it  clofe  on  each  fide  of  their  heads,  down 
to  their  ears,  and  leave  a  ridge,  of  the  breadth  of 
a  fmall  hand,  extending  from  the  forehead  to  the 
neck  ;  which,  when  the  hair  is  pretty  thick  and 
curling,  refeftibles,  in  point  of  form,  the  creft  of 
the  helmet  of  an  ancient  warrior.  Some  of  them 
Wear  great  quantities  of  falfe  hair,  flowing  in  long 
linglets  down  their  backs  ;  while  others  tie  it  into 
One  round  bunch  on  the  upper  part  of  their  heads, 
iiearly  as  large  as  the  head  itfelf ;  and  fome  into 
fix  or  feven  feparate  bunches.  They  ufe.  for  the 
purppfe  of  daubing  or  fmearing  their  hair,  a 
greyifh  clay,  mixed  with  fhells  reduced  to  powder, 
which  they  keep  in  balls,  and  chew  into  a  fort  of 
jpafte,  whenever  they  intend  to  make  ufe  of  it. 
This  ccmpcfition  preferves  the  fmoothnefs  of  the 
hair,  and  changes  it,  in  procefs  of  time,  to  a 
pale  yellow.  Necklaces,  confifting  of  firings  of 
jmall  variegated  fhells,  are  worn  both  by  men  and 
women.  They  alfo  wear  an  ornament,  about  two 
inches  in  length,  and  half  an  inch  in  breadth, 
fhaped  like  the  handle  of  a  cap,  and  made  of  ftone^ 
wood,  or  ivory,,  extremely  well  polilhed :  this  is 
hung  round  the  neck  by  fine  threads  of  twifted  hair, 
which  are  fbmetimes  doubled  an  hundred  fold. 
Some  of  them,  inftead  of  this  ornament,  wear  a 
fmall  human  figure  on  their  bread,  formed  of  bone, 
and  fufpended  in  a  fimilar  manner.  Both  fexes  make 
ufe  of  the  fan,  or  fly- flap,  by  way  of  ufe  and  orna- 
ment. The  moil  common  fort  is  compofed  of  co- 
coa-nut fibres,  tied  loofely  in  bunches,  to  the  top 
of  a  polifhed  handle.  The  tail-feathers  of  the  cock, 
and  thofe  of  the  tropic- bird,  are  ufed  for  the  fame 
purpofe.  Thofe  that  are  moft  in  efleem,  are  fucli 
as  have  the  handle  formed  of  the  leg  or  arm  bones 
of  an  enemy  killed  in  battle :  thefe  are  preferved 
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with  extraordinary  care,  and  are  handed  down, 
from  father  to  fon,  as  trophies  of  the  higheft  value. 
The  pradice  of  tatooing,  or  puncturing  the  body, 
prevails  among  thefe  people  ;  and,  of  all  the  iflands 
in  this  ocean,  it  is  only  at  New-Zealand,  and  the 
Sandwich  Ifles,  that  the  face  is  tatooed.  There  is 
this  difference  between  thefe  two  nations,  that  the 
New-Zealanders  perform  this  operation  in  elegant 
fpiral  volutes,  and  the  Sandwich  Iflanders  in  itraight 
lines  that  interfect  each  other  at  right  angles.  Some 
of  the  natives  have  half  their  body,  from  head  to 
foot,  tatooed,  which  gives  them  a  moft  ftriking  ap- 
pearance. It  is  generally  done  with  great  neatnefs 
and  regularity.  Several  of  them  have  only  one  arm 
thus  marked  ;  others,  a  leg  •,  fome,  again,  tatoo 
both  an  arm  and  a  leg  ;  and  others  only  the  hand. 
The  hands  and  arms  of  the  women  are  pundured 
in  a  very  neat  manner ;  and  they  have  a  remarka- 
ble cuftom  of  tatooing  the  tip  of  the  tongues  of 
fome  of  the  females.  We  had  fome  reafon  to  ima- 
gine, that  the  praftice  of  puncturing  is  often  in- 
tended as  a  lign  of  mourning,  on  the  deceafe  of  a 
chief,  or  any  other  calamitous  occurrence:  for  we 
were  frequently  informed,  that  fuch  a  mark  was  in 
memory  of  fuch  a  chief ;  and  fo  of  the  others.  The 
people  of  the  loweft  order  are  tatooed  with  a  parti- 
cular mark,  which  diftinguilhes  them  as  the  pro- 
perty of  the  chiefs  to  whom  they  are  refpectively 
fubjecl. 

The  common  drefs  of  the  men  of  all  ranks  con- 
fifts,  in  general,  of  a  piece  of  thick  cloth,  called  the 
maro,  about  a  foot  in  breadth,  which  paffes  be- 
tween the  legs,  and  is  faftened  round  the  waift. 
Their  mats,  which  are  of  various  fizes,  but,  for 
the  mod  part,  about  five  feet  in  length,  and  four 
in  breadth,  are  thrown  over  their  fhourlders,  and 
brought  forward  before.  Thefe,  however,  aie 
rarely  made  ufe  of,  except  in  time  of  war,  for 
which  purpofe  they  appear  to  be  better  calculated 
^han  for  common  ufe,  fince  they  are  of  a  thick 
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heavy  texture,  and  capable  of  breaking  the  blow  of 
a  ftone,  or  of  any  blunt  weapon.  They  generally 
go  bare-footed,  except  when  they  travel  over  burnt 
itones,  on  which  occalion  they  fecure  their  feet  with 
a  kind  of  fandal,  which  is  made  of  cords,  twifted 
from  cocoa-nut  fibres.  Befides  their  ordinary  drefs, 
there  is  another,  which  is  appropriated  to  their 
chiefs,  and  worn  only  on  extraordinary  occafions. 
It  confifts  of  a  feathered  cloak  and  cap,  or  hel- 
met, of  uncommon  beauty  and  magnificence.  This 
drefs  having  been  minutely  defcribed,  in  a  former 
part  of  our  work,  we  have  only  to  add,  that  thefe 
cloaks  are  of  different  lengths,  in  proportion  to  the 
rank  of  the  perfon  who  wears  them  ;  fome  trailing 
on  the  ground,  and  others  no  lower  than  the  mid- 
dle. The  chiefs  of  inferior  rank  have  likewife  a 
fliort  cloak,  which  refembles  the  former,  and  is 
made  of  the  long  tail-feathers  of  the  cock,  the 
man-of-war  bird,  and  the  tropic-bird,  having  a 
broad  border  of  fmall  yellow  and  red  feathers,  and 
alfo  a  collar  of  the  fame.  Others  are  compofed  of 
white  feathers,  with  variegated  borders.  The  cap,  or 
helmet,  has  a  ftrong  lining  of  wicker-work,  fuffi- 
cient  to  break  the  blow  of  any  warlike  weapon  ; 
for  which  purpofe  it  appears  to  be  intended.  Thefe 
feathered  dreiTes  feemed  to  be  very  fcarce,  and  to 
be  worn  only  by  the  male  fex.  During  our  whole 
continuance  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  we  never  obferved 
them  ufed,  except  on  three  occafions ;  firfl:,  in  the 
remarkable  ceremony  of  Terreeoboo's  firfl:  vifit  to 
our  fhips  ;  fecondly,  by  fome  chiefs,  who  appeared 
among  the  crowd  on  fhore,  when  our  unfortunate 
commander  was  killed ;  and,  thirdly,  when  his 
bones  were  brought  to  usbyEappo.  The  fiiriking 
refemblance  of  this  habit  to  the  cloak  and  helmet 
which  the  Spaniards  formerly  wore,  excited  our 
curiolity  to  enquire,  whether  there  might  not  be 
fome  reafonable  grounds  for  imagining  that  it  had 
been  bori'owed  from  them.    After  all  our  endear 
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vours  to  gain  information  on  this  head,  we  found, 
that  the  natives  had  no  immediate  acquaintance 
with  any  other  people  whatever  ;  and  that  no  tra- 
dition exifted  among  them  of  thefe  iflands  having 
ever  before  received  a  vilit  from  fuch  veffels  as 
ours.  However,  notwithftanding  the  refult  of  our 
enquiries  on  this  fubjed,  the  form  of  this  habit 
feems  to  be  a  fufficient  indication  of  its  European 
origin  ;  particularly  when  we  refledl  on  another  cir- 
cumflance,  viz.  that  it  is  a  remarkable  deviation 
from  the  general  agreement  of  drefs,  which  is  pre- 
valent among  the  feveral  branches  of  this  great 
tribe,  difperfed  over  the  Pacific  Ocean.  From  this 
conclufion,  we  were  induced  to  fuppofe,  that  fome 
buccaneer,  or  Spanifli  fliip,  might  have  been  wrecked 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  thefe  iflands.  When  it  is 
confidered,  that  the  courfe  of  the  Spanifh  trading 
vefTels  from  Acapulco  to  Manilla,  is  not  many  de- 
grees to  the  S.  of  Sandwich  Ifles,in  their  paflage  out, 
and  to  the  N.  on  their  return,  this  fuppolition  will 
not,  we  think,  be  deemed  improbable. 

In  the  common  drefs  of  the  men,  and  that  of  the 
women,  there  is  very  little  difference.  The  latter 
wear  a  piece  of  cloth  wrapped  round  the  vt^aift, 
which  defcends  half  way  down  their  thighs  •,  and 
fometimes,  during  the  cool  of  the  evening,  they 
throw  loofe  pieces  of  fine  cloth  over  their  fhoulders, 
like  the  females  of  Otaheitc.  They  have  another 
kind  of  drefs  called  the  pan,  which  the  younger 
part  of  the  fex  often  wear  :  it  confifts  of  the  thinned 
and  fineft  cloth,  wrapped  feveral  times  about  the 
middle,  and  reaching  down  to  the  leg;  fo  that  it 
has  the  appearance  of  a  full  fliort  petticoat.  They 
cut  their  hair,  and  turn  it  up  before,  after  the 
cuftom  of  the  New-Zealanders  and  Otaheiteans. 
One  woman,  indeed,  whom  we  faw  in  Karakakooa 
Bay,  had  her  hair  arranged  in  a  very  Angular  man- 
mer:  having  turned  it  up  behind,  fhe  brought  it 
over  her  forehead,  and  doubled  it  back,  io  that  it 
1  formed 
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formed  a  kind  of  {hade  to  the  face,  and  fomewhat 
refembled  a  fmall  bonnet.  Befides  their  necklaces, 
which  are  compofed  of  Ihells,  or  of  a  fliining,  hard, 
red  berry,  they  wear  dried  flowers  of  the  Indian 
mallow,  formed  into  wreaths,  and  likewife  another 
elegant  ornament,  termed  eraie,  which  is  fome- 
times  faftened  round  the  hair  in  the  manner  of  a 
garland,  but  is  ufually  put  round  the  neck  ;  though 
it  is  worn  occalionally  in  both  thefe  ways  at  once. 
It  is  a  kind  of  rufF,  about  as  thick  as  a  finger,  formed 
with  great  ingenuity,  of  very  fmall  feathers,  woven 
clofely  together,  infomuch,  that  the  furface  may  be 
faid  to  equal  the  richeft  velvet  in  fmoothnefs.  The 
ground  is,  in  general,  red,  with  alternate  circles 
of  black,  yellow  and  green.  We  have  already  de- 
fcribed  their  bracelets,  of  which  they  have  a  great 
variety.  Some  of  the  women  of  Atooi  wear  Tinall 
figures  of  the  turtle,  made  very  neatly  of  ivory  or 
wood,  fsftened  on  their  fingers,  in  the  fame  manner 
that  rings  are  worn  by  us.  They  have  likewife  an 
ornament  confifting  of  Ihells,  tied  in  rows  on  a 
ground  of  ftrong  net  work,  fo  as  to  ftrike  againft 
each  other,  while  in  motion  ;  which  both  fexes, 
when  they  dance,  faften  either  round  the  ancles,  or 
juft  below  the  knee,  or  round  the  arm.  They  fome- 
times,  inftead  of  fhells,  ufe  for  this  purpofe,  the 
teeth  of  dogs,  and  a  hard  red  berry.  Another  or- 
nament, if  it  deferves  that  name,  is  a  kind  of  malk, 
compofed  of  a  large  gourd,  having  holes  cut  in  it 
for  the  nofe  and  eyes.  The  top  of  it  is  ftuck  full 
of  green  twigs,  which  appear  at  fome  diftance,  like 
a  waving  plume  ^  and  the  lower  part  has  narrow 
itripes  of  cloth  hanging  from  it,  fomewhat  refem- 
bling  a  beard.  Thefe  malks  we  never  faw  worn 
but  on  two  occafions,  and  both  times  by  a  number 
of  perfons  aflembled  in  .1  canoe,  who  approached 
the  fide  of  the  Ihip,  laughing  and  making  droll 
gefticulatlons.  "We  could  never  learn  whether  they 
were  ROt  alio  made  ufe  of  as  a  defence  for  the  head 
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agalnft  ftones,  or  in  feme  of  their  public  fports  and 
games,  or  were  difgaifes  merely  for  the  purpofes  of 
mummery  and  fport. 

The  natives  of  Sandwich  Iflands  dwell  tosfether  in 
fmall  towns  or  villages,  which  contain  from  about 
100  to  200  houfes,  built  pretty  ciofe  to  each  other, 
without  order  or  regularity,  and  having  a  winding 
path  that  leads  through  them.     They  are  flanked 
frequently,    towards  the  fea-lide,    with    loofe  de- 
tached walls,  which  are,  in  all  probability,  intended 
for  fhelter  and  defence.     Their  habitations  are  of 
various  dimenfions,  from  45  feet  by  24,  to  18  by 
12.     Some  are  of  a  larger  lize,  being  50  feet  in 
length,  30  in  breadth,  and  entirely  open  at  one 
end.     Thefe,    we  were  informed,    were   defigned 
for  the  accommodation  of  ftrangers  or   travellers, 
whofe  flay  was  likely  to  be  fhort.     Some  of  the  beft 
houfes  have  a  court-yard  before  them,  railed  in  very 
neatly,  with  fmaller  habitations  for  fervants  erefted 
round  it:  in  this  area  the  family  ufually  eat  and  fit 
in~  the  day  time.     In   the  fides  of  the  hills,  and 
among  the  fleep  rocks,   we  faw  feveral  holes  or 
caves,  which  feemed  to  be  inhabited  ;  but  the  en- 
trace  being  defended  by  wicker-work,  and,  in  the 
only  one  that  we  vifited,  a  itone  fence  being  ob- 
ferved  running  acrofs  it  within,  we  fuppofed  that 
they  were  chiefly  intended  as  places  of  retreat,  in 
cafe  of  an  attack  from  enemies. 

People  of  an  inferior  clafs  feed  principally  on  lifh, 
and  vegetables,  fuch  as  plantains,  bread-fruit,  fweet 
potatoes,  fugar-canes,  yams,  and  taro.  To  thefe 
perfons  of  fuperior  rank  add  the  flefh  of  dogs  and 
hogs,  dreffed  after  the  fame  method  that  is  prictifed 
at  the  Society  Ifles.  They  likewife  fom  etimes  eat  fowls 
of  a  domeftic  kind  ;  but  thefe,  however,  are  neither 
plentiful,  nor  in  any  degree  of  eftimation.  On 
our  firft  arrival  at  thefe  iflands,  yams,  a::d  bread- 
fruit, feemed  fcarce  ;  but,  on  our  fecond  vifit,  we 
did  not  find  this  to  be  the  cafe :  it  is  therefore  pro- 
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bable,  that,  as  thefe  vegetable  articles  are  commonly 
planted  in  the  interior  parts  of  the  countiy,  the 
iflanders  might  not  have  fufEcient  time  for  bring- 
ing them  down  to  us,  during  our  Ihort  continu- 
ance in  Wymoa  Bay.  Their  fifli  are  falted,  and 
preferved  in  gourd-fhells,  not,  indeed,  with  a  view 
of  providing  againft  an  occafional  fcarcity,  but 
from  the  inclination  they  have  for  falted  provifions; 
for  we  found,  that  the  chiefs  had  frequently  pieces 
of  pork  pickled  in  the  fame  manjier,  which  they 
coniidered  as  a  great  delicacy.  Their  cookery  is 
much  the  fame  as  at  the  Friendly  and  Society 
Iflands ;  and  though  fome  of  our  people  dilliked 
their  taro  puddings,  on  account  of  their  fournefs, 
others  were  of  a  different  opinion.  It  is  remark- 
able, that  they  had  not  acquired  the  art  of  preferv- 
ing  the  bread-fruit,  and  making  of  it  the  four  parte, 
named  maihee,  as  is  the  pradlice  at  the  Society 
ifles ;  and  it  afforded  us  great  fatisfaclion,  that  we 
had  it  in  our  power  to  communicate  to  them  this 
fecret,  in  return  for  the  generous  treatment  we  re- 
ceived from  them.  At  their  meals  they  are  very 
cleanly ;  and  their  method  of  drelTmg  both  their 
vegetable  and  animal  food,  was  acknowledged  imi- 
verfally  to  be  fuperior  to  ours.  The  erees  begin 
conftantly  their  meals  with  a  dofe  of  the  extract  of 
pepper  root,  or  ava,  prepared  in  the  ufual  mode. 
The  women  eat  a  part  from  the  other  fex,  and  are 
prohibited,  as  before  obferved,  from  feeding  on 
pork,  turtle,  and  fome  particular  fpecies  of  plan- 
tains. Notwithftanding  this  inderdiflion,  they 
would  eat,  privately,  pork  with  us  :  but  we  could 
never  prevail  on  them  to  tafte  the  two  latter  articles 
of  food.  They  generally  rife  with  the  fun  ;  and 
having  enjoyed  the  cool  of  the  evening,  retire  to 
their  repofe  a  few  hours  after  fun-fet.  The  erecs 
are  employed  in  making  canoes,  and  mats ;  the 
towtows  are  chiefly  engaged  in  their  plantations, 
and  in  fifhing  j  and  the  women  in  the  manufafture 
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of  cloth.  They  amufe  themfelvcs,  in  their  leifure 
hours,  with  various  diverfiorws.  The  youth  of  both 
fexes  are  fond  of  dancing ;  and  on  more  folemn 
occafions,  they  entertain  themfelvcs  with  wreftling 
and  boxing  matches,  performed  after  the  manner 
of  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  Iflands  -,  to  whom, 
however,  they  are  greatly  inferior  in  thefe  refpecls. 
Their  dances,  which  bear  a  greater  refemblance  to 
thofe  of  the  New-Zealanders,  than  of  the  Friendly 
or  Society  Iflanders,  are  introduced  with  a  folemn 
kind  of  fong,  in  which  the  whole  number  join, 
at  the  fame  time  moving  Howly  their  legs,  and 
ftriking  gently  their  breafts;  their  attitudes  and 
manner  being  very  eafy  and  graceful.  So  far  they 
refemble  the  dancers  of  the  Society  Iflands.  After 
this  has  continued  about  the  fpace  of  ten  minutes, 
they  quicken  gradually  their  motions  and  the  tune, 
and  do  not  defift  till  they  are  opprefled  with  fatigue. 
This  part  of  the  performance  is  the  counter-part  of 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-Zealand  ;  and,  as 
among  thofe  people,  the  perfon  whofe  action  is  the 
mod:  violent,  and  who  continues  this  exercife  the 
longeft,  is  applauded  by  the  fpe6lators  as  the  beft 
dancer.  It  muft  be  remarked,  that,  in  this  dance, 
the  females  only  engage  ;  and  that  the  dances  of 
the  men  refemble  thofe  we  faw  of  the  fmall  parties 
at  the  Friendly  Ifles ;  and  which  may,  perhaps, 
more  properly,  be  termed  the  accompanymcnt  of 
fongs,  with  the  correfpondent  motions  of  the  whole 
body.  But  as  we  faw  fome  boxing  exhibitions,  of 
the  fame  kind  with  thofe  we  had  feen  at  the  Friendly 
liles,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  they  had  here  like- 
wife  their  grand  dances,  wherein  both  men  and 
women  were  performers.  Their  mufic,  on  thefe, 
and  other  occafions,  is  of  a  rude  kind  ;  for  the 
only  inftruments,  we  obferved  among  them,  wei;€ 
drums  of  various  fizes.  Their  fongs,  however, 
which  they  are  faid  to  fing  in  parts,  a^nd  which 
they  accompany  with  a  gentle  motioii  of  their  arms, 
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like  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Friendly  Ifles, 
have  a  very  pleafing  effed. 

Thefe  people  are  greatly  addicted  to  gambling. 
One  of  their  games  refembles  our  game  of  draughts ; 
but,  from  the  number  of  fquares,  it  feems  to  be 
much  more  intricate.  The  boai:d  is  of  the  length 
of  about  two  feet,  and  is  divided  into  238  fquares, 
14  in  a  row.  In  playing  they  ufe  white  and  black 
pebbles,  which  they  move  from  one  fquare  to  ano- 
ther. They  have  a  game  which  confifts  in  con- 
cealing a  ftone  under  fome  cloth,  fpread  out  by  one 
of  the  parties,  and  rumpled  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  perceive  where  the  ftone  lies.  The 
antagonifl;  then  ilrikes,  with  a  ftick,  that  part  of  the 
cloth  where  he  fuppofes  the  ftone  to  be  ;  and  the 
chances  being,  upon  the  whole,  againft  his  hitting  it, 
odds  of  all  degrees,  varying  with  the  opinion  of 
the  dexterity  of  the  parties,  are  laid  on  the  occa- 
lion.  Their  manner  of  playing  at  bowls  nearly  re- 
fembles that  of  ours.  They  often  entertain  them- 
fclves  with  races  between  boys  and  girls,  on  which 
they  lay  wagers  with  great  fpirit.  We  faw  a  man 
beating  his  breaft,  and  tearing  his  hair,  in  the  vio- 
lence of  rage,  for  having  loft  three  hatchets  at  one 
of  thefe  races,  wnich  he  had  purchafed  from  us 
with  near  half  his  property  a  very  little  time  before. 
In  fwimming,  both  fexes  are  very  expert ;  an  art 
that,  among  thefe  p-eople,  is  deemed  naceflary,  and 
is  their  favourite  diverfion.  One  particular  me- 
thod, in  which  we  fometimes  faw  them  amufe 
themfelves,  is  woi  thy  of  notice.  The  furf,  that 
breaks  on  the  coaitjound  this  bay,  extends  about 
150  yards  *rom  the  fliore  ;  and  within  that  fpace, 
the  lurges  of  the  fea  are  dafhed  againft  the  beach 
with  exneip.e  violence.  Whenever  the  impetuofity 
of  the  furf  is  y.ugmented  to  its  greateft  height,  they 
make  chc  ice  of  that  time  fpr  this  amufement,  which 
they  perform  in  this  manner  :  about  20  or  30  of 
the  natives  take  each  a  long  narrow  board,  rounded 
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at  both  ends ;  and  fet  out  in  company  with  each 
other  from  the  ihore.  They  plunge  under  the  firft 
wave  they  meet,  and,  after  they  have  lliffered  it  to 
roll  over  them,  rile  again  beyond  it,  and  (wim  fur- 
ther out  into  the  fea.  They  encounter  the  fecond 
wave  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  firfi;.  The  prm- 
cipal  diiHculty  confiils  in  feizing  a  favourable  op- 
portunity of  diving  under  it ;  for,  if  a  perlon  mifles 
the  proper  moment,  he  is  caught  by  the  furf,  and 
forced  back  with  great  violence ;  and  his.utrnofl 
dexterity  is  required,  to  prevent  hiS  being  dafiied 
againft  the  rocks.  When  in  confequence  of  thcfe 
repeated  efforts,  they  have  gained  the  fmooth  water 
beyond  the  furf,  they  recline  themfelves  at  length 
upon  the  boards,  and  prepare  for  their  return  to 
fliore.  The  (urf  being  compofed  of  a  number  of 
waves,  of  which  every  third  is  obferved  to  be  con- 
iiderably  larger  than  the  reft,  and  to  flow  higher 
upon  the  (liore,  while  the  others  break  in  the  inter- 
mediate fpace;  their  firft  objed  is  to  place  them- 
feives  on  the  top  of  the  largeft  furge,  which  drives 
them  along  with  aftonifhing  rapidity  towards  the 
land.  If,  by  miftake,  they  fhould  place  themfelves 
on  one  of  the  fmaller  waves,  which  breaks  before 
they  gain  the  Ihore,  or  fhould  find  themfclv^es  un- 
able to  keep  their  board  in  a  proper  dire<5]:i0n  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  fwell,  they  remain  expofed  to 
the  fury  of  the  next  j  to  avoid  which,  they  are  un- 
der the  neceffity  of  diving  again,  and  recovering 
the  place  from  whence  they  fet  out.  Thofe  who 
fucceed  in  reaching  the  fhore,  are  Hill  in  a  very 
hazardous  fituation.  As  the  coaft  is  defended  by  a 
chain  of  rocks,  with  a  fmall  opening  between  them 
in  feveral  places,  they  are  obliged  to  fteer  their 
plank  through  one  of  thefe  openings ;  or,  in  cafe  of 
ill  fuccefs  in  that  refped,  to  quit  it  before  they 
reach  the  rocks,  and,  diving  under  the  wave,  make 
their  way  back  again  as  well  as  they  are  able.  This 
is  confidcred  as  highly  difgraceful,  and  is  attended 
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with  the  lofs  of  the  plank,  which  we  have  feen 
dafhed  to  pieces,  at  the  very  inftant  the  native  quit- 
ted it.  The  amazing  courage  and  addrefs,  with 
which  they  perform  thefe  dangerous  atchievements 
are  ahnolt  incredible.  The  following  accident 
evinces,  at  how  early  a  period  they  are  fo  far  ac- 
cuftomed  to  the  water,  as  to  lofe  alj  apprehenlions 
of  its  perils,  and  even  fet  them  at  defiance.  A  ca- 
noe, in  which  was  a  woman  and  her  children,  hap- 
pening to  overfet,  one  of  the  childi  en,  an  infant  of 
about  four  years  old,  appeared  to  be  greatly  de- 
lighted, fwimming  about  at  its  eafe,  and  playing 
a  number  of  tricks,  till  the  canoe  was  brought  to 
its  former  polition.  Among  the  amufements  of  the 
children,  we  obferved  one  that  was  frequently- 
played  at,  and  which  fhewed  a  confiderable  Ihare  of 
dexterity.  They  take  a  fliort  ftick,  through  one 
extremity  whereof  runs  a  peg  fharpened  at  both 
ends,  extending  about  an  inch  on  each  lide,  then 
throwing  up  a  ball,  formed  of  green  leaves  moulded 
together,  and  faftened  with  twine,  they  catch  it  on 
one  of  the  points  of  the  peg ;  immediately  after 
which,  they  throw  it  up  again  from  the  peg,  then 
turn  the  ftick  round,  and  catch  the  ball  on  the 
other  point  of  the  peg.  Thus,  for  fome  time,  they 
continue  catching  it  on  each  point  of  the  peg  al- 
ternately, without  miffing  it.  They  are  equally- 
expert  at  another  diverfion  of  a  fimilar  nature, 
throwing  up  in  the  air,  and  catching,  in  their  turns, 
many  of  thefe  balls ;  and  we  have  often  feen  little 
children  thus  keep  five  balls  in  motion  at  once. 
This  latter  game  is  alfo  praclifed  by  the  young  peo- 
ple of  the  Friendly  Ifles.  The  figure  and  dimen- 
lions  of  the  canoes,  feen  by  us  at  Atooi,  have  been 
already  defcribed.  Thofe  belonging  to  the  other 
Sandwich  Iflands  were  made  exactly  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  and  the  largeft  we  faw  was  a  double  one, 
the  property  of  Terreeoboo,  meafuring  70  feet  in 
length,  12  in  breadth,  and  between   3  and  4  in 

depth  s 
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depth ;  and  each  was  hollowed  out  of  one  tree. 
Their  method  of  navigation,  as  well  as  that  of  agri- 
culture, refcmble  thole  of  the  other  iflands  in  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  They  have  made  confiderable  pro- 
ficiency in  the  art  of  fculpture,  and  in  painting  or 
ftaining  cloth.  The  moft  curious  fpecimens  of  their 
fculpture,  that  we  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving, 
were  the  wooden  bowls,  in  which  the  erees  drink 
ava.  Thefe  are,  in  general,  eight  or  ten  inches  in 
diameter,  perfectly  round,  and  extremely  well  po- 
lifhed.  They  are  fupported  by  three  or  four  fmall 
buman  figures,  reprefented  in  different  attitudes- 
Some  of  them  reft  on  the  fhoulders  of  their  fup- 
porters ;  others  on  the  hands,  extended  over  the 
head ;  and  fome  on  the  head  and  hands.  The 
figures  are  very  neatly  finifhed,  and  accurately  pro- 
portioned ;  even  the  anatomy  of  the  mufcles  is 
well  expreffed. 

Their  cloth  is  manufactured  in  the  fame  manner 
as  at  the  Society  and  Friendly  Illands.  That  which 
they  intend  to  paint,  is  of  a  ftrong  and  thick  tex- 
ture, feveral  folds  being  beaten  and  incorporated 
together  ;  after  which  they  cut  it  in  breadths,  two 
or  three  feet  wide,  and  then  paint  it  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  patterns,  with  fuch  regularity  and  compre- 
ftenfivenefs  of  defign,  as  fhew  an  extraordinary 
portion  of  tafte  and  fancy.  The  exactnefs  with 
which  the  moft  intricate  patterns  are  continued,  is 
really  aftonifhing,  as  they  have  no  ftamps,  and  as 
the  whole  is  performed  by  the  eye,  with  a  piece  of 
bamboo  cane  dipped  in  paint  j  the  hand  being  fup- 
ported by  another  piece  of  the  fame  fort  of  cane. 
They  extract  their  colours  from  the  fame  berries, 
and  other  vegetable  articles,  which  are  made  ufe  of 
at  Otaheite  for  this  purpofe.  The  operation  of 
ftaining  or  painting  their  cloth,  is  confined  to  the 
females,  and  is  denominated  kipparee.  They  al- 
ways called  our  writing  by  this  name.  The  young 
women  would   frequently  take  the  pen  from  our 

hands, 
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hands,  and  ftiew  us  that  they  were  as  well  acquainted 
■with  the  ufe  of  it  as  we  ourfelves ;  teUing  us,  at 
the  fame  time,  that  our  pens  were  inferior  to  theirs. 
They  confidered  a  manufcript  flieet  of  paper  a&  a 
piece  of  cloth  ftriped  after  the  mode  of  our  country  ; 
and  it  was  with  the  greateft  difficulty  that  we  could 
make  them  underftand  that  our  figures  contained  a 
meaning  in  them,  which  theirs  was  deftitute  of. 
Their  mats  they  make  of  the  leaves  of  the  panda- 
nus  ;  and  thefe,  as  well  as  their  cloths,  are  beauti- 
fully worked  in  various  patterns,  and  flained  with 
divers  colours.  Some  of  them  have  a  ground  of 
ilraw-colour,  embelliflied  with  green  fpots  :  others 
are  of  a  pale  green,  fpotted  with  fquares,  or  rhom- 
boids, of  red  ;  and  fome  are  ornamented  with  ele- 
gant iiripes,  either  in  ftraight  or  waved  lines  of  red 
and  .brown.  In  this  branch  of  manufadure,  whe- 
ther we  regard  the  finenefs,  beauty,  or  flrength, 
thefe  iflanders  may  be  faid  to  excel  the  whole  world. 
Their  fiihing  hooks  are  of  various  fizes  and  figures ; 
but  thofe  that  are  principally  made  ufe  of  are  about 
two  or  three  inches  in  length,  and  are  formed  in  the 
Ihape  of  a  fmall  filh,  ferving  as  a  bait,  with  a  bunch 
of  feathers  faftcned  to  the  head  or  tail.  They 
make  their  hooks  of  bone,  mother-of-pearl,  or 
wood,  pointed  and  barbed  with  little  bones,  or 
tortoife-fhell.  Thofe  with  which  they  fifli  for 
iharks,  are  very  large,  being,  in  general,  of  the 
length  of  fix  or  eiglit  inches.  Confidering  the  ma- 
terials of  which  thefe  hooks  are  compoied,  their 
neatnefs  and  flrength  are  amazing ;  and,  indeed, 
upon  trial,  we  found  them  fuperior  to  our  own. 
Of  the  bark  of  the  toota,  or  cloth-tree,  neatly 
twifted,  they  form  the  line  which  they  ufe  for  fifh- 
ing,  for  making  nets,  and  for  fome  other  purpofes. 
It  is  of  different  degrees  of  finenefs,  and  may  be 
continued  to  any  length.  They  have  alfo  a  fort, 
made  of  the  bark  of  a  fhrub,  named  areemah  -,  and 
the  fined  is  compofed  of  human  hair :  this  laft, 

however. 
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However,  is  chiefly  made  ufe  of  in  the  way  of  or- 
nament. They  likewife  make  cordage  of  a  flronger 
liind,  from  cocoa-nut  fibres,  for  the  rigging  of  their 
canoes.  Some  of  this,  which  was  purchafed  by 
us  for  our  own  ufe,  was  found  to  be  well  calculated 
for  the  fmaller  kinds  of  running  rigging.  They 
alfo  manufacture  another  fort  of  cordage,  which  is 
flat,  and  extremely  ftrong,  and  is  principally  ufed 
for  the  purpofe  of  laflting  the  roofs  of  their  houfes. 
This  laft  is  not  twifted  after  the  miariner  of  the  for- 
mer forts,  but  is  formed  of  the  fibrous  firings  of 
the  coat  of  the  cocoa-nut,  plaited  with  the  fingers, 
in  the  fame  manner  which  is  pradifcd  by  our  fea- 
men  in  making  their  points  for  the  reefing  of  fails. 

Their  gourds  are  applied  to  various  domeftic  pur- 
pofes.  Thefe  grow  to  fuch  an  enormous  wagni- 
tude,  that  fome  of  them  will  contain  from  ten  to 
a  dozen  gallons.  In  order  to  adapt  them  the  bet- 
ter to  their  refpeciive  ufes,  they  take  care  to  give 
them  diiFerent  Ihapes,  by  faftening  bandages  round 
them  during  their  growth.  Thus  fome  of  theni 
are  in  the  form  of  a  difli,  ferving  to  hold  their  pud- 
dings, vegetables,  and  falted  provifions  ;  others  are 
of  a  long  cylindrical  form,  and  ferve  to  contain 
their  fifliing  tackle ;  vvhich  two  forts  are  furniflied 
with  neat  clofe  covers,  made  alfo  of  the  gourd. 
Others  are  in  thefhape  of  a  long- necked  bottle  j  and 
in  thefe  water  is  kept.  They  fcore  them  frequently 
with  a  heated  inilrument,  fo  as  to  communicate 
to  them  the  appearance  of  being  painted,  in  a  great 
variety  of  elegant  defigns.  Their  pans  in  which 
they  make  their  fait,  are  m^de  of  earth  lined  with 
clay,  and  arc  in  general  fix  or  eight  feet  fquare, 
and  about  two  thirds  of  a  foot  in  depth.  They  are 
elevated  on  a  bank  of  ftones,  near  the  high-water- 
mark, whence  the  fait  water  is  conducted  to  the 
bottam  of  them,  in  trenches,  out  of  which  they 
are  filled;  and  in  a  (hort  time  the  fun  performs  the 
procefs  of  the  evaporation.  The  fait  we  met  with 
No.  75-  12  E  ,  at- 
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at  Oneeheow  and  Atooi,  during  our  firft  vifit,  \va3 
brownifh,  and  rather  dirty  ;  but  that  which  we  af- 
terwards procured  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  was  white, 
and  of  an  excellent  quaUty.  We  obtained  an  ample 
fupply  of  it,  infomuch  that,  befides  the  quantity 
ufed  by  us  in  falting  pork,  we  filled  all  our  empty 
cafks  with  it. 

The  warlike  weapons  of  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
iflands  are  daggers,  which  they  call  by  the  name  of 
pahooa,  fpears,  flings,  and  clubs.  The  pahooa  is 
made  of  a  black,  heavy  wood,  that  refembles  ebony, 
jt  is  commonly  from  one  to  two  feet  in  length,  and 
has  a  firing  pafling  through  the  handle,  by  which 
it  is  lufpended  from  the  arm.  The  blade  is  fome- 
what  rounded  in  the  middle :  the  fides  are  fharp, 
and  terminate  in  a  point.  This  offenfive  weapon  is 
intended  for  clofe  engagements,  and  in  the  hands 
of  the  natives  is  a  very  deflruclive  one.  Their 
fpears  are  of  two  kinds,  and  are  formed  of  hard 
wood,  which,  in  its  appearance,  is  not  unlike  ma- 
hogany. One  fort  is  from  fix  to  eight  feet  in 
length,  well  polilhed,  and  increafing  gradually  in 
thicknefs  from  the  extremity  till  within  the  diftance 
of  fix  or  feven  inches  from  the  point,  which  tapers 
fuddenly,  and  has  five  or  fix  rows  of  barbs.  It  is 
probable  that  thefe  are  ufed  in  the  way  of  javelins. 
The  other  fort,  with  which  the  warriors  we  faw  at 
Atooi  and  Owhyhee  were  chiefly  armed,  are  from 
12  to  15  feet  in  length,  and  inftead  of  being  barbed, 
terminate  towards  the  point,  in  the  manner  of  the 
daggers.  Their  flings  are  the  fame  with  our  com- 
mon ones,  except  in  this  refpefl,  that  the  ftone  is- 
I-odged  on  matting,  inflead  of  leather.  Their  club& 
are  formed  indifferently  of  feveral  kinds  of  wood : 
they  are  of  various  fizes  and  fliapes,  and  of  rude 
woikmanfliip. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands  are  di- 
vided into  three  clafTes.  The  erees,  or  chiefs  of 
each  diliri^,  are  the  firfl  j  and  one  of  thefe  is  fupe- 

rior 
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rior  to  the  reli:,  who  is  called,  at  Owhyhee,   eree- 
taboo,  and  eree-moee,  the  iirll:  name  exprelling  his 
authority,  and  the  latter  ligniFying  that,  in  his  pre- 
fence,  all  muil  proftrate  themfelves.     Thofe  of  the 
fecond   elafs  appear  to   enjoy  a  right  of  property, 
'but  have  no  authority.     Thofe  uho  compoic  the 
third  clafs,    are  called  towtows,  or  fervants,  and 
have   neither   rank   nor   property.     The   liiperior 
power  and  diftinilion  of  Terreeoboo,  the  eree-taboo 
of  Owhyhee,  was  fufficiently  evident  from  his  re- 
ception at  Karakakooa,  on  his  firft  arrival.     The 
inhabitants  all  prollrated  themfelves  at  the  entrance 
of  their  houfes,  and  the  canoes  were  tabooed,  till 
he  di (charged  the  interdict.     He  was  then  jufl  re- 
turned from  Mowee,  an  iiland  he  was  contending 
for,  in  behalf   of  his  fon,  Teewarro,  whofe  wife 
was  the  only  child  of  the  king  of  that  place,  againft 
Taheeterree,  his  furviving  brother.     In  this  expe- 
dition he  was  attended  by  many  of  his  warriors  ; 
but  we  could  never  learn  whether  they  ferved  him 
as  volunteers,  or  whether  they  held  their  rank  and 
property  under  that  tenure.     That  the  fubordinate 
chiefs  are  tributary  to  him,  is  evidently  Droved  in 
the  initance  of  Kaoo,  which   has  been  already  re- 
lated.    We  have  alfo  obfervcd,  that  the  two  raoft 
powerf^ul  chiefs  of  the  Sandwich  Ifiands,  are  Ter- 
reeoboo  and  Perreeorannee  ;  the  former  being  chief 
of  Owhyhee,  and   the  latter  ot    Woahoo ;  all  the 
fmaller  ifles  being  governed  by  one  of  thefe  fovj- 
reigns  :  Mowee  was,  at  this  time,  claimed  by  Ter- 
reeoboo,  for  his  fon  and  intended  fucceilbr  ;  Atooi 
and  Oneeheow  being  in  the  pollein^n  of  the  grand- 
fons  of  Perreeorannee.     Without  entering  into  the 
genealogy  of  the  kings  of  Owhyhee  and  Mowee, 
it  may  be  neceilary  to  mention,  that,  when  we  were 
firft  off  Mowee,  Terreeoboo  and  his  warriors  were 
there,  to  fupport  the  claims  made  by  his  wife,  hi"i 
fon,  and  his  daughter-in-law  ;  and  a  battle  had  thea 
feeen  fought  with  the  oppoiite  party, in,  which  Xerreeo- 
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boo  had  been  vi(5^orious.  Matters,  however,  were 
afterwards  compromifed;  Taheeterree  was  to  have 
poffeilion  of  the  three  neighbouring  illands,  during 
his  life  ;  Teewarro  to  be  acknowledged  chief  of  Mo- 
wee,  and  to  fucceed  to  Owhyhee,  on  the  death  of 
Terreeoboo,  together  wi;:h  the  three  iflands  conti- 
guous to  Mowee,  after  the  deceafe  of  Taheeterree, 
Should  Teewarro,  who  has  lately  married  his  half 
fifter,  die,  and  leave  no  ifl'ue  behind  him,  thofe 
iflands  are  to  defcend  to  Maiha-maiha,  whom  we 
jizve  frequently  mentioned,  he  being  the  fon  of 
Terreeoboo's  deceafed  brother:  and  Ihould  he  die 
without  iffue,  it  is  doubtful  w^ho  would  be  the  fuc- 
ceffor,  for  Terreeoboo's  two  younger  fons,  being 
born  of  a  mother  who  had  no  rank,  would  be  de- 
barred all  right  of  fucce/Hon.  We  did  not  fe^ 
Queen  Rorarora,  whom  Terreeoboo  had  left  at  Mo- 
wee •,  but  "we  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  Kanee 
Kaberaia,  the  mother  of  the  two  youths  of  whom 
he  was  fo  extremely  fond.  From  what  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned,  it  ihould  feem  that  their  govern- 
ment is  hereditary ;  whence  it  appears  probable, 
that  the  inferior  titles,  as  well  as  property,  defcend 
in  the  fame  channel.  Refpetting  Perreeorannee,  we 
only  difcovered  that  he  is  an  eree-taboo  ;  that  he 
was,  on  fome  pietence,  invading  the  poflefiion  of 
Taheeterree  ;  and  that  the  iflands  to  the  leeward 
were  governed  by  his  grandfons. 

The  erees  appear  to  have  unlimited  power  over 
the  inferior  dalles  of  people  ;  many  inftances  of 
which  occurred  daily  while  we  continued  among 
theni.  On  the  other  hand,  the  people  are  impli- 
citly obedient.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  we 
never  faw  the  chiefs  exercife  any  acls  of  cruelty, 
injuftice,  or  infolence  towards  them  -,  though  they 
put  in  practice  their  power  over  each  other,  in  a 
moft  tyrannical  degree  :  which  the  two  following 
inftances  will  fully  demonllrate.  One  of  the  lower 
order  of  chiefs  having  ilic\yn  great  civility  to  the 
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piafter  of  our  fliip,  when  employed  on  the  furvey 
of  Karakakooa  Bay ;  I\Ir.  King,  lome  time  after- 
wards, took  him  on  board,  and  introduced  him  to 
jCiptain  Cook,  who  engaged  him  to  dine  with  us. 
While  at  table,  Pareea  entered,  whofe  countenance 
manifefted  the  highcft  indignation  at  feeing  our 
gueft  fo  honourably  entertained.  He  feized  him  by 
the  hair  of  his  head,  and  would  have  dragged  him 
,put  of  the  cabbin,  if  the  captain  had  not  interfered. 
After  much  altercation,  we  could  obtain  no  other 
indulgence  (without  quarreling  with  Pareea)  than, 
that  our  guelt  fhould  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the 
cabbin,  on  condition  that  he  feated  himfelf  on  the 
floor,  while  Pareea  occupied  his  place  at  the  table. 
An  inftance  fomewhat  firnilar  happened  when  Ter- 
reeoboo  came  firft  on  board  the  Refolution  ;  where 
Maiha-maiha,  who  attended  the  king,  feeing  Pareea 
upon  deck,  turned  him  moft  ignominioufly  out  of 
the  fhip  ;  even  though  we  knew  Pareea  to  be  a  man 
of  the  firft  confequence  in  the  ifland.  Whether  the 
lower  clafs  of  people  have  their  property  fecured  from 
the  rapacity  of  the  great,  we  cannot  poflibly  fay,  but 
it  appears  to  be  well  protected  againft  theft  and  de- 
predation. All  their  plantations,  their  houfes,  their 
hogs,  and  their  cloth,  are  left  unguarded,  without 
fear  or  apprehenlion  of  plunderers.  In  the  plain 
country,  they  feparate  their  pofiefTions  by  walls ; 
and,  in  the  woods,  where  horfe  plantains  grow, 
they  ufe  white  flags  to  difcriminate  property,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  they  do  bunches  of  leaves  at 
Otaheite.  Thefe  circumftances  ftrongly  indicate, 
that,  where  property  is  concerned,  the  power  of 
the  erees  is  not  arbitrary,  but  fo  far  limited,  as 
to  afford  encouragement  to  the  inferior  orders  to 
cultivate  the  foil,  which  they  occupy  diftinct  from 
each  other. 

The  information  we  obtained,  refpe(5ling  the  ad- 
jniniftration  of  juftice  is  very  imperfect.  If  a  quar- 
iej  arofc  among  the  lower  clafs  of  people,  the  mat- 

>  ter 
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ter  was  referred   to   fome  chief  for  his   deciiion, 
Wlien  an  inferior  chief  had  offended  one  of  fupe- 
rior  rank,  his  punifhment  was  dictated  by,  and  the 
refult  of,  the  feehngs  of  the  fuperior  at  that  mo- 
ment.    If  the  offender  fhould  fortunately  efcape  the 
firft  tranfports  of  the  great  man's  rage,  he  perhaps 
found  means,  through  the  mediation  of  friends,  to 
compound  for  his  offence,  by  all,  or  a  part  of  his 
effecls.     As  to  the  religion  of  thefe  people,  it  re- 
fembles  that  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands. 
In  common  with  each  other,  they  have  all  their 
morais,  their  whattas,  facred  orations,  hymns,  and 
facrifices.     Thefe  are  convmcing  proofs  that  their 
religious  rites  and  tenets  are  derived  from  the  fame 
fource.     The  ceremonies  here  are,  indeed,  longer, 
and  more  numerous  than  in  the  iflands  above-men' 
tioned  ;  and  though  in  all  thefe  places,  the  care  and 
performance  of  their  rehgious  rites,  is  committed 
to  a  particular  clafs  of  people ;  yet  we  had  never 
found  a  regular  fociety  of  priefls,  till  we  arrived 
at  Kakooa,  in  Karakakooa  Bay.     Orono  was  the 
title  given  to  the  principal  of  this  order  ;  a  title 
which  feemed  to  imply  fomething  facred  in  a  high 
degree,  and  which  almofl  received  adoration  in  the 
perfon  of  Omeeah.     The  privilege   of  holding  the 
principal  offices  in  this  order,  is  doubtlefs  limited 
to  certain  families.     Omeeah,  the  orono,  was  Kaoo's 
fon,    and  Kaireekeea's   nephew.     Kaireekeea   pre- 
lided  in  all  religious  ceremonies  at  the  morai,  in  the 
abfence  of  his  grandfather :  it  was  obferved,  like-" 
wife,  that  the  fon  of  Omeeah,  an  infant  of  about 
the  age  of  five  years,  had   always  a  number  of  at- 
tandants,  and  fuch  other  marks  of  diftinclion  and 
efleem  were  fhewn  him,  as  we  never  obferved  in 
any  fimilar  inflances.     Hence  we  concluded,  that 
his  life  was  an  object  of  much  confequence,  and 
that  he  would  eventually  fucceed  to  the  high  dig- 
nity of  his  father.     The  title  of  orono,  we  haye 
already  obfe;:ved,  was  beflov/ed  on  Captain  Cook  j 
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and  it  is  very  certain,  that  they  conlidered  us,  as  a 
race  of  beings  fuperior  to  themfelves  ;  frequently 
repeating  that  the  great  Eatooa  lived  in  our  coun- 
try. The  favourite  little  idol  on  the  morai,  before 
which  Captain  Cook  fell  proftrate,  is  called  Koonoo- 
raekaiee,  and  is  Terreeoboo's  god,  which  they  faid 
refided  alfo  among  us.  An  almoft  infinite  variety 
of  thefe  images  were  to  be  feen,  both  on  the  morais, 
and  about  their  houfes,  on  which  they  beftow  dif- 
ferent names  ;  but  they  certainly  were  held  in  very 
little  eftimation,  from  their  contemptuous  expreC- 
fions  when  fpeaking  of,  or  to  them,  and  from  their 
expofing  them  to  fale  for  mere  trifles  ;  though  they 
generally  had  one  particular  figure  in  high  favour, 
to  which,  while  it  continued  a  favourite,  all  their 
adoration  was  addrefled.  They  arrayed  it  in  red 
cloth,  beat  their  drums,  and  chanted  hymns  before 
it  ;  placed  bunches  of  red  feathers,  and  different 
vegetables  at  its  feet ;  and  frequently  expofed  a  pig 
or  a  dog,  to  rot  on  the  whatta,  near  which  it  was 
placed.  In  a  bay  to  the  fouthward  of  Karakakooa, 
a  party  of  us  were  conducted  to  a  large  houfe,  in 
which  we  faw  the  figure  of  a  black  man,  refting  on 
his  toes  and  fingers,  and  his  head  inclined  back- 
ward:  the  hmbs  were  well  proportioned,  ^nd.  the 
whole  was  beautifully  polilhed.  This  figure  was 
called  maee;  round  which  thirteen  others  were 
placed,  with  fhapes  rude  and  diftorted.  Thefe,  we 
were  told,  were  the  eatooas  of  deceafed  chiefs,  whofe 
names  they  repeated.  Numbers  of  whatta*s  were 
feen  within  this  place,  with  the  remains  of  offerings 
on  many  of  them.  They  alfo  have  in  their  habita- 
tions many  ludicrous  and  obfcene  reprefentations 
by  idols,  not  unhke  the  Priapus  of  the  ancients. 
Former  navigators  have  remarked,  that  the  Society 
and  Friendly  Iflanders  pay  adoration  to  particular 
birds,  and  it  feems  to  be  a  cuftom  prevalent  in 
thefe  iflands :  ravens  may  here,  perhaps,  be  obje<5l5 
of  worlhip ;  for  Mr.  King  faw  two  of  thefe  birds 
-    3  pcrfeftly 
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J>erfe<5lly  tame,  and  was  told  they  were  ea:tooas  : 
that  gentlemen   offered  feveral  articles  for  them, 
which  were  all  refufed  ;  and  he  was  particularly- 
cautioned   not  to  offend,  or  hurt  them.     Among 
their  religious  ceremonies  may  be  clafled  the  prayers 
and  oflerings   made  by  their  piiefts  before  their 
meals.     As  they  always  drink  ava  before  they  begin 
a  repaft,  while  that  is  chewing,  the  fuperior  in  rank 
begins  a  fort  of  hymn,  in  which  he  is  foon  after 
|oined  by  one  or  more  of  the  company  ;  the  bodies 
of  the  others  are  put  in  motion,  and  their  hands 
are  clapped  together  in  concert  with  the  fingers.^ 
The  iva  being  ready,  cups  of  it  are  prefented  to 
thofe  who  do  not  join  in  the  hymn,  which  are  held 
in   their  hands  tiU   it  is  concluded ;  when,  with 
tinited  voice,  they  make  a  loud  refponfe,  and  drink 
their  ava.     The   performers  are  then  ferved  with 
fome  of  it,  which  they  drink,  after  the  fame  cere- 
mony has  been  repeated*     And,  if  anyperion  of  i- 
fuperior  rank  fhould  be  prefent,  a  cup  is  prefented 
to  him  laft  of  all  ;  who  having  chanted  for  a  fhort 
time,  and  hearing  a  refponfe  from  othersj  he  pours  a 
fmall  quantity  on  the  ground,  and  drinks  the  reft.  A 
piece  of  the  flelh,  v^-hich  has  been  dreffed,  is  then 
cut  off,  and  together  with  fome  of  the  vegetables,  is 
placed  at  the  foot  of  the  figure  of  the  eatooa  ;  and, 
after  another  hymn  has  been  chanted,  they  begin' 
^heir  meal.     A  ceremony,  in  many  refpeds  refem- 
bling^  this,  is  alfo  performed  by  the  chiefs,  when 
they  drink  ava  between  their  regular  meals.     Ac- 
cording to  the  accounts  given  by  the  natives,  hu- 
man facrifices  are  more  common  here  than  in  any 
of  the  iflands  we  have  viilted.     They  have  recourfc 
to  thefe  horrid 'rites,  on  the  commencement  of  a* 
war,  and  previous  to  a  battle,  or  any  lignai  enter* 
prize.     The  death  of  every  chief  demands  an  offer- 
ing of  one  or  more  towtows ;  and  we  were  informed' 
not  Icfs  than  ten  were  devoted  to  fuffef,  on  the 
iieceale  of  Tepreeobooj  the  king.     But  the  unhappy' 
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\-iclims  are  totally  unacquainted  with  their  ordained 
fate ;  which  is,  to  be  attacked  with  large  clubs, 
wherever  they  may  happen  to  be  •,  and  after  they  are 
dead,  are  conveyed  to  the  place  where  the  ibbfe- 
quent  rites  are  to  be  performed.  This  brings  to 
our  remembrance  the  fkulls  of  thofe  who  had  been 
facrificed  on  the  deceafe  of  fome  principal  chiefj 
and  were  fixed  to  the  morai  at  Kakooa ;  at  which 
village  we  received  further  information  on  this  fub- 
ject  •,  for  we  were  fhewn  a  fmall  piece  of  ground, 
within  a  flone  fence,  which  we  were  told  was  a 
heree-eree,  or  burying  place  of  a  chief.  The  perfon 
who  gave  us  this  information,  pointing  to  one  of 
the  corners,  added  ;  and  there  lie  the  tangata  and 
waheene-taboo,  or  the  man  and  woman  who  became 
facriiices  at  his  funeral.  The  knocking  out  their 
fore  teeth,  may  be  with  propriety  clafled  among 
their  religious  cuftoms.  Moft  of  the  common  peo- 
ple, and  many  of  the  chiefs,  had  loft  one  or  more 
of  them  ;  and  this,  weunderftood,  was  confidered 
as  a  propitiatory  facrifice  to  the  eatooa,  to  avert  his 
anger  ;  and  not  like  the  cutting  off  part  of  the 
finger  at  the  Friendly  lilands,  to  exprefs  the  vio* 
lence  of  their  grief  at  the  deceafe  of  a  friend. 
Concerning  their  opinions,  refpecling  a  future  ftatev 
we  had  very  defective  information.  Enquiring  of 
them,  whither  the  dead  were  gone  ?  we  were  told, 
that  the  breath,  which  they  feemed  to  conlider  as 
the  immortal  part,  was  fled  to  the  Eatooa.  They 
feemed  alfo  to  give  a  defcription  of  fome  place,  which 
they  fup.pofe  to  be  the  abode  of  the  dead  j  but  we 
could  not  learn,  that  they  had  any  idea  of  rewards 
and  punilhments. 

Here  an  explanation  of  the  word  taboo  may  not 
be  improperly  mtroduced.  On  afking  the  reafons 
of  the  intercourfe  being  interdicted  between  us 
and  the  iflanders,  the  day  preceding  Terreeoboo's 
arrival,  we  were  informed,  that  the  bay  was  ta- 
booed.    The  fame  ijiterdiclion  took  place,  by  our 
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defire,  when  we  interred  the  remains  of  Captain 
Cook.  The  moft  implicit  obedience,  in  thefe  two 
inllances,  was  rendered  by  the  natives ;  but  whe- 
ther on  religious  principles,  or  in  deference  it) 
civil  authority,  we  cannot  pretend  to  determine. 
The  ground  whereon  our  obfervatories  were  fixed', 
and  the  place  whereon  ourmaftswere  depofited,  were 
tabooed,  and  the  operation  was  equally  efficacious. 
This  confecration  was  performedby  the priefts only ; 
.and  yet,  at  our  requeft,  the  men  ventured  on  the 
fpot  which  was  tabooed  ;  whence  it  fliould  feerh 
they  entertained  no  religious  app'rehenfions,  their 
obedience  beinsr  limited  merely  to  our  refufal.  No 
inducements  could'  bring'  the  women  near  us;  on 
account,  it.  is  prefumed,  of  the  morai  adjoining '; 
which  they  are,  at  all  times,  prohibited  from  ap- 
proaching ;  not  only  here,  but  in  all  the  iflands  of 
the  fouth  feas,  women,  it  has  been  obferved,  are 
always  tabooed,  or  forbidden  to  eat  certain  articles 
of  food.  We  have  feen  rhany  of  them,  at  their 
meals,  have  their  meat  put  into  their  mouths  by 
others ;  and,  on  our  requefling  to  know  the  reafon  of 
it,  we  were  informed,  that  they  were  tabooed,  and 
not  permitted  to  feed  themfelves.  This  prohibition 
was  always  the  confequence  of  affifling  at  any  fune- 
ral, touching  a  dead  body,  and  many  other  occali- 
ons.  The  word  taboo,  i"  indifferently  applied,  cither 
to  perfons  or  things;  as  the  natives  are  tabooed^ 
the  bay  is  tabooed,  &c.  This  word  is  alfo  expref- 
live  of  any  thing  facred,  devoted,  or  eminent- 
The  king  of  Owhyhee  is  called  cree-taboo,  and  a 
human  victim,  tangata-taboo ;  and,  among  the 
Friendly  liLindcrs,  Tonga,  where  the  king  refides, 
is  called  Toncra-taboo. 

With  refpect  to  their  marriages,  very  little  can  be 

faid,  except    that  fuch    a  compact  feems  to  exill 

among  them.     It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that, 

when  Terreeoboo  had  left  his  queen  Rora-rora,  at 

Mowec,  another  vvuman  cohabited  with  him,  l>y 
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whom  he  had  children,  and  feemed  particularly  at- 
tached to  her  ;  but  whether  polygamy  is  allowed, 
or  whether  it  is  mixed  with  concubinage,  either 
among  the  principal  or  inferior  orders,  we  faw  too 
little  of,  to  warrant  any  conclufions.  From  what 
.we  obferved  of  the  domeflic  concerns  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  one  man  and  one  woman  feemed  to 
have  the  direction  of  the  houfe,  and  the  children 
jwere  fubordinate  to  them,  as  in  civilized  countries, 
•The  following  is  the  only  inftance  of  any  thing  like 
jealoufy,  which  we  have  feen  among  them,  and 
which  lliews,  that,  among  married  women  of  rank, 
not  only  lidehty,  but  even  a  degree  of  referve,  is 
required.  At  one  of  their  boxing  matches,  Omeah 
rofe  two  or  three  times  from  his  place,  and  approach- 
ing his  wife,  with,  ftrong  marks  of  diipleafure, 
commanded  her,  as  we  fuppofed,  to  withdraw. 
Whether  he  thought  her  beauty  engaged  too  much 
of  our  attention,  or  whatever  might  be  his  motives, 
there  certainly  (^xifted  no .  real  caufe  of  jealoufy. 
She,  however,  continued  in  her  place,  and,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  entertainment,  joined  our  party, 
and  even  folicited  fome  trifling  prefents.  She  was 
informed  that  we  had  not  any  about  us,  but  that, 
if  fhe  would  accompany  us  to  the  tent,  flie  fhould 
be  welcome  to  make  choice  of  what  fhe  liked.  She 
was,  accordingly,  proceeding  with  us  ;  which  be- 
ing obferved  by  Omeah,  he  followed  in  a  great  rage, 
feized  her  by  the  hair,  and,  with  his  fids,  began  to 
inflict  fevere  corporal  punifhment.  Having  been 
the  innocent  caufe  of  this  extraordinary  treatment, 
we  were  exceedingly  concerned  at  it ;  though  we 
underftood  it  would  be  highly  improper  for  us  to 
interfere  between  hufband  and  wife  of  fuch  fupe- 
rior  rank.  The  natives,  hov/ever,  at  length  intcr- 
pofed,  and,  the  next  day,  we  had  the  fatisfaclion  of 
meeting  them  together,  perfectly  fatisfied  with  each 
other  ;  befides,  what  was  extremely  fmgular,  the 
lady  would  not  permit  us  to.ri>lly  the  huiband  on 
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his  behaviour,  which  we  had  an  inclination  to  do; 
plainly  telling  us,  that  he  had  acted  very  properly. 

We  had  twice  an  opportunity,  at  Karakakooa 
Bay,  of  feeing  a  part  of  their  funeral  rites.  Hear-, 
ing  of  the  death  of  an  old  chief,  not  far  from  our 
obfervatories,  fome  of  us  repaired  to  the  place, 
where  we  beheld  a  number  of  people  afiembled. 
They  were  feated  round  an  area,  fronting  the  houfe 
where  the  deceafed  lay  •  and  a  man,  having  on  a 
red  feathered  cap,  came  to  the  door,  conftantly  put^* 
ting  out  his  head,  and  making  a  moft  lamentable 
howl,  accompanied  with  horrid  grimaces,  and  vio- 
lent diftortions  of  the  face.  A  large  mat  was  after- 
wards fpread  upon  the  area,  and  thirteen  women 
and  two  men,  who  came  out  of  the  houfe,  fat  down 
upon  it  in  three  equal  rows ;  three  of  the  women, 
and  the  two  men  being  in  front.  The  women  had 
feathered  ruffs  on  their  necks  and  hands,  and  their 
Shoulders  were  decorated  with  broad  green  leaves, 
furioufly  fcolloped.  Near  a  fmall  hut,  at  one  cor- 
ner of  this  area,  half  a  dozen  boys  were  placed, 
waving  fmall  white  banners,  and  taboo  fticks„  who 
would  not  permit  us  to  approach  them.  Hence  we 
imagined,  that  the  dead  body  was  depofited  in  the 
hut ;  but  we  were  afterwards  informed  that  it  rer 
mained  in  the  houfe,  where  the  tricks  were  playing 
at  the  door  by  the  man  in  the  red  cap.  The  company 
feated  on  the  mat,  fang  a  melancholy  tune,  accom- 
panied with  a  gentle  motion  of  the  arms  and  body. 
This  having  continued  fome  time,  they  put  them? 
felves  in  a  porture  between  kneeling  and  fitting, 
and  their  arms  and  bodies  into  a  moft  rapid  motion, 
keeping  pace,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the  mufic, 
Thefe  laft  exertions  being  too  violent  to  continue,  at 
intervals  they  had  flower  motions.  An  hour  having 
paflfed  in  thefe  ceremonies,  more  mats  were  fpread 
upon  the  area,  Vv'hen  the  dead  chief's  widow,  and 
three  or  four  other  elderly  women  came  out  of  the 
houfe  with  flow  and  folemn  pace  j  and,  feating  them- 
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felves  before  the  company,  began  to  moan  moft  bit- 
terly, in  which  they  were  joined  by  the  three  rows 
of  women  behind  them  ;  the  two  men  appearing 
melancholy  and  pen  live.  They  continued  thus,  with 
little  variation,  till  late  in  the  evening,  when  we 
left  them  ;  and,  at  day-light,  in  the  morning,  the 
people  were  difperfed,  and  every  thing  appeared 
perfectly  quiet.  We  were  then  given  to  underftand, 
that  the  body  was  removed  ;  but  we  could  not  learn 
how  it  was  difpofed  of.  While  we  were  directing 
our  enquiries  to  this  objecf,  we  were  addrelTed  by 
three  women  of  rank,  who  lignilied  to  us,  that  our 
prefence  interrupted  the  pertormance  of  fonie  ne- 
ceflary  rites.  Soon  after  we  had  left  them,  we  heard 
their  cries  and  lamentations ;  and,  when  we  met 
them  a  few  hours  afterwards,  the  lower  parts  of 
their  faces  were  painted  perfectly  black.  We  had 
alio  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  ceremonies  at 
the  funeral  of  one  of  the  ordinary  clafs.  Hearing 
fome  mournful  cries,  iffuing  from  a  miferable  hut, 
we  entered  it,  and  difcovered  two  women,  whom 
we  fuppofed  to  be  mother  and  daughter,  weeping 
over  the  body  of  a  man  who  had  that  moment  ex- 
pired. They  firft  covered  the  body  with  cloth  : 
then  lying  down  by  it,  they  fpread  the  cloth  over 
themfelves,  beginning  a  melancholy  kind  of  fong, 
and  repeating  frequently  Aweh  medoaah !  Aweh 
tanee!  Oh  my  father!  Oh  my  hufband !  In  one 
corner  of  the  hut  a  younger  daughter  lay  proflrate 
on  the  ground,  having  fome  black  cloth  fpread  over 
her,  and  repeating  the  fame  expreflions.  On  our 
quitting  this  melancholy  fcene,  we  found  many  of 
their  neighbours  collected  together  at  the  door, 
who  were  all  perfedly  filent,  and  attentive  to  their 
lamentations. 

Mr.  King  was  willing  to  have  embraced  this  op- 
portunity of  knowing  in  what  manner  the  body 
would  be  difpofed  of;  and  therefore,  after  being 
j;onviaced  that  it  was  not  removed  till  after  he  went 
I  to 
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to  bed,  he  ordered  the  fentries  to  walk  before  the 
houfe,  and  if  there  were  any  appearances  of  re- 
moving the  body,  to  acquaint  him  with  it.  The 
fentries,  however,  were  remifs  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty,  for,  before  the  morning,  the  body 
was  taken  away.  On  afking,  how  it  had  been  dif~ 
pofed  of,  they  pointed  towards  the  fea,  perhaps 
thereby  indicating,  that  it  had  been  depofited  in 
the  deep,  or  that  it  had  been  conveyed  to  fome 
burying-ground  beyond  the  bay.  The  place  of  in- 
terment for  the  chiefs,  isthemorai,  or  heree  erees> 
and  thofe  who  are  facrificed  on  the  occaiion,  are 
buried  by  the  fide  of  them.  The  morai  in  which 
the  chief  was  interred,  who,  after  a  fpirited  re- 
fiftance,  had  been  killed  in  the  cave,  is  adorned 
with  a  hanging  of  red  cloth  round  it.  Having  thus 
laid  before  our  readers  a  circumftantial  and  com- 
prehenfive  account  of  the  whole  group  of  the  Sand- 
wich Iflands,  we  proceed  to  relate  the  tranfaclions, 
incidents  and  events,  during  our  fecond  expedition 
to  the  north,  by  the  way  of  Kamtfchatka,  and 
on  our  return  home,  by  the  way  of  Canton,  and 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  March  1779,  to 
Auguft  1780.  But  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  clofe 
this  chapter,  with  an  abftracl:  of  the  aftronomi- 
cal  obfcrvations,  which  were  made  at  the  ob- 
lervatory  in  Karakakooa  Bay,  for  determining  its 
latitude  and  longitude  ;  to  which  we  Ihall  add  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  Sandwich  Iflands, 
collected  into  one  point  of  view.  The  latitude  of 
the  obfcrvatory,  deduced  from  meridian  zenith 
diftances  of  the  fun,  and  fome  particular  flars,  we 
found  to  be  19  deg.  28  min.  N.  and  its  longitude, 
deduced  from  25:;  fets  of  lunar  obfcrvations,  to  be 
C04  deg.  E. 


The 
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The  Latitude  and  Longitude  of  the  SANDWICH 
ISLANDS. 

•    ■  Latitude, 

-y                        deg.  min. 

!  The  North-point  20  17 

South-point  18  54 

Eaft-point      19  34 

Karakakooa  Bay  19  28 

r    .  '    Eaft-poin't     20  50 

Mowee         <          South-pojnt  20  34 

t         Weft-poihf  20  54 

Moroki,nnee  -     -     -     -     -  '  -  20  39 

Tahoorowa 20  38 

Ranai  -    -    -  South-point     -     20  46 

Morotoi  -     -Weft-point  -     -  21  lo 

Wbahoo  -     -  Anchoring-point  2 1  ^^' 

Atooi  -    -    -  Wymoa  Bay     -   21  "57^' 

Oneeheow   -  Anchoring-place  2 1  50 

Oreehoua  -     -     -     --     -     -22  2 

Tahoora    -    -     -     --    -.-21 
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C     H    A     P.       XVII. 

ON  Monday,  the  15th  of  March  1779,  we 
weighed  anchor,  and  paffing  to  the  N.  of  Ta- 
hoora, ftood  to  the  S.  W.  in  exped:ation  of  falling 
in  with  the  ifland  of  Modoopapappa  ;  the  natives 
having  aflured  us,  that  it  lay  in  that  direction, 
within  five  hours  fail  of  Tahoora.  The  next  day 
at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  made  a  fignal  for  the  Dif- 
covery  to  come  under  ourftern,  having  given  over 
all  hopes  of  feeing  Modoopapappa.  On  \^'ednef- 
day,  the  17th,  we  ftecred  W.  Captain  Gierke  in- 
tending to  keep  in  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude,  till 
we  made  the  longitude  of  Awatfka  Bay  j  and  then 
to  fleer  N.  for  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 

Paul, 
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Paul,  which  was  alfo  fixed  on  as  our  rendezvous, 
if  we  fhould  happen  to  feparate.     This  track  was 
chofen,  becaufe  we  fuppofed  it  to  be  yet  unex- 
plored, and  we  might  probably  meet  with  fome  new 
iflands  in  our  paffage.     On  Tuefday,  the  30th,  the 
winds  and  unfettled  ftate  o(  the  weather,  induced 
Captain  Gierke  to  alter  his  plan,  and,  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  we  began  to  fi:eer  N.  W.  which  We  conti- 
nued till  Tuefday,  the  6th  of  April,  at  which  time  we 
loft  the  trade  wind.     The  fine  weather  we  met  with 
between  the  tropics,  had  not  been  idly  fpent.    The 
carpenters  found  fufficient  employment  in  repairing 
the  boats.     The  bell  bower  cable  had  been  fo  much 
damaged  that  we  were  obliged  to  cut  forty  fathoms 
from  it.     The  airing  of  fails  and  other  ftores,  which 
from  the  leakinefs  of  the  decks,  and  fides  of  the 
fliip,  were  perpetually  fubjecl  to  be  wet,  had  now 
become  a  troublefome  part  of  duty.     For  fome  time 
paft,  even  the  operation  of  mending  the  failors  old 
jackets,  had  rifen   into   a  duty  both  of  difficulty 
and  importance.     It  may  be  neceflary  to  inform 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  habits  of  fea- 
rnen,  that  they  are  foaccuftomed,  in  fhips  of  war, 
to  be  directed  in  the  care  of  themfelves  by  their 
ofiicero,  that  they  lofe  the  very  idea  of  forefight, 
and  contract  the  thoughtlefTnefs  of  infants.     Had 
thefe  people  been  left  to  their  own  difcretion  alone, 
the  whole  crew  would  have  been  very  thinly  clad, 
before  the  voyage  had  been  half  finifhed.     It  was 
natural  to  exped,  that  their  experience,  during  the 
voyage  to  the  N.  laft  year,  would  have  made  them 
fcnfible  of  the  necellity  of  paying  fome  attention 
to  thefe  matters  ;  but  if  fuch  reflections  ever  occur- 
red to  them,  the  impreflion  was  fo  tranfient,  that, 
upon  returning  to  the  tropical  climates,  their  fur 
jackets,  and  the  reft  of  their  clothes,  adapted  to  a 
cold  country,  were  kicked  about  the  decks  as  things 
of  no  value  •,  though  it  was  known  in  both  fhips, 
uiiat  we  were  to  make  another  voyage  towards  the 

pole. 
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pole.     They  were,    of  courfe,    picked  up  by  the 
officers;  and,  being  put  into  calks,  reftored  about 
this  time  to  the  owners.     In  the  afternoon  of  VVed- 
nelday,  the  7th,  we  obferved  fome  of  the  Iheathing 
floating  by  the  fliip  ;  and,  on  examination,  found 
that  12  or  14  feet  had  been  waflied  off  from  under 
the  larboard-bow,  where  the  leak  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  ;   which,  everiince  leaving  the  Sandwich 
Iflands,  had  kept  our  people  almoft  conftantly  at 
the  pumps,  making  12  inches  water  in  an  hour  ; 
but,  as   we  had  always  been  able  to  keep  it  under 
with   the  hand-pumps,  it  gave  us  no  great  uneafi- 
nefs,  till  Tuefday,  the  1 3th,  when,  about  fix  o'clock, 
P.  M.  we  were  greatly  alarmed  by  a  Hidden  inun- 
dation, that  deluged  the  whole  fpace  between  decks. 
The  water  which  had  lodged  in  the  coal-hole,  not 
finding  a  fufficient  vent  into  the  well,  had  forced 
up  the  platforms  over  it,  and  in  a  moment  fet  every 
thing  afloat.     Our  fituarion  was  now  exceedingly 
diftrefling ;  nor  did  we  perceive  immediately  any 
means  of  relief.     At  laft  we  thought  of  cutting  a 
hole  through  the  bulk-head  that  feparated  the  coal- ' 
hole  from  the  fore-hold,  and,  by  tint  means,  to 
make  a  paflage  for  the  body  of  water  into  the  well. 
As  foon  as  a  paflage  was  matle,  the  greatefl  part  of 
the  water  emptied  itfelf  into  the  well,  and  enabled 
us  to  get  out  thereil  in  buckets  :  but  tJie  leak  was 
now  fo  much  increafed,  that  we  were  obliged  to 
keep  one  half  of  our  people  pumping  and  baling 
conftantly,    till  the  noon  of  Thurfday,  the   1 5th. 
Our  men  bore,  with  great  chearfulnefs,  this  excef- 
five  fatigue,  which  was  much  increafed  by  their 
having  no  dry  place  to  ilecp  in ;  on  which  account 
they  had  their  full  allowance  of  grog.     On  Thurf- 
day, the  22nd,  the  cold  was  exceedingly  fcvcrc  ; 
and  the  ropes  were  fo  frozen,  that  it  was  with  dif- 
ficulty they  could  be  forced  through  the  blocks. 
On  Friday,  the   23d,    in  latitude   52  deg.   9  min. 
longitude  160  dcg.  7  min.  we  law  mouutains  co- 
J^Q.  76.  X2  G  vfrei 
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vered  with  fnow,  and  a  high  conical  rock,  diftant 
about  four  leagues ;  and  foon  after  this  imperfect 
view  we  were  enveloped  in  a  thick  fog.  Accord- 
ing to  our  maps,  we  were  now  but  8  leagues  from 
the  entrance  of  Awatfka  Bay ;  therefore  \\  len  the 
weather  cleared  up,  we  ftood  in  to  take  a  nearer 
furvey  of  the  country.  A  moft  difmal  and  dreary 
profpecl  prefented  itfelf.  The  coaft  is  ftraight,  and 
uniform,  without  bays  or  inlets.  From  the  fhore, 
the  ground  rifes  in  moderate  hills,  and  behind  them 
are  ranges  of  mountains,  whofe  fummits  penetrate 
the  clouds.  The  whole  was  covered  with  fnow, 
except  the  lides  of  fome  cliffs  which  rofe  perpendi- 
cularly from  the  fca.  The  wind  blew  ftrong  from 
the  N.  E.  with  hazy  weather  and  fleet,  from  the 
24th  to  the  28th.  The  fliip  refembled  a  complete 
mafs  of  ice  ;  the  flirouds  being  fo  incrufted  with  it, 
as  to  double  their  dimenfions  in  circumference :  in 
fliort,  the  experience  of  the  oldeft  feaman  among 
us  had  never  met  with  fuch  continued  fliowers  of 
fleet,  and  that  extreme  cold  which  we  had  now  to 
encounter.  Soon  after  our  departure  from  Karaka- 
kooa  Bay,  Captain  Gierke  was  taken  ill,  and  during 
this  run,  the  fea  was  in  general  fo  rough,  and  the 
Refolution  fo  leaky,  that  the  fail-makers  had  no 
place  to  repair  the  fails  in,  except  the  captain's 
apartments,  which  in  his  declining  ftate  of  health, 
was  a  ferious  inconvenience  to  him.  At  this  time 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  difficulty  of 
working  our  fiiips,  and  the  incelTant  duty  required 
at  the  pum.ps,  rendered  the  fervice  intolerable  to 
the  crew,  fome  of  whom  were  much  froft  bitten, 
and  others  were  confined  with  colds. 

Sunday,  the  25th,  we  were  favoured  with  a  tran- 
iicnt  glance  of  the  entrance  of  Awatflia  Bay  ;  but, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  weather,  we  could  not 
prefume  to  venture  into  it.  For  this  reafon  we 
again  ftood  off',  when  we  loft  fight  of  the  Difcovery; 
but  this  gave  us  little  concern,  being  now  fo  near 
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the  place  of  rendezvous.     Wednefday,  the  28th, 
in  the  morning,  the  weather  cfeared  up,  and  we 
had  a  fine  day,  when  our  men  were  employed  in 
taking  the  ice  from  the  riggmg,  fails,  &c.  that  in 
cafe  of  a  thaw,  which  was  now  expected,  it  might 
not  fall  on  our  heads.     At  noon^  in  latitude  s^ 
deg.  44  min.  longitude  159  deg.  the  entrance  of 
Awatlka  Bay  bore  N.  W.     The  mouth  of  it  opens 
in  the  diredion  of  N.  N.  W.     On  the  S.  fide,  the 
land  is  moderately  high,  rifing  to  the  northward 
into  a  bluff  head.    Three  remarkable  rocks  lie  in 
the  channel  between  them,  not  far  from  the  N.  E. 
fide ;   and,  on  the  oppofite  fide,  a  fmgle  rock  of 
confiderable  fize.     At  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  flood 
into  the  bay,  with  a  fair  wind  from  the  fouthward, 
having  from  22  to  7  fathoms  foundings.     There  is 
a  look-out  houfe  on  the  north-head,  ufed  as  a  light- 
houfe,  when  any  of  the  RuiTian  fhips  are  expected 
upon  the  coaft.    It  had  a  flag-flafi",  but  we  could 
not  perceive  any  perfon  there.     Having  palTed  the 
mouth  of  the  bay,  which  extends  about  four  miles 
in  length,  a  circular  bafon  prefented  itfelf  of  about 
25  miles  in  circumference;  in  this  we  anchored 
about  four  o'clock  ;  fearing  to  run  foul  of  a  fhoal 
mentioned  by  Muller  to  lie  in  the  channel.     Great 
quantities  of  loofe  ice  drifted  with  the  tide  in  the 
middle  of  the  bay,  but  the  fliores  were  blocked  up 
with  it.     Plenty  of  wild  fowl,  of  various  kinds, 
were  feen  ;  alfo  large  flights  of  Greenland  pigeons, 
together  with  ravens  and  eagles.     We  examined 
every  corner  of  the  bay,  with  ourglafTes,  in  order 
to  difcern  the  town  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which, 
from  the  accounts  we  had  received  at  Oonalafhka, 
we  fuppofed  to  be  a  place  of  flrength  and  confe- 
quence.     At  length  we  difcovered,  to  the  N.  E. 
fome  miferable  log-houfes,  and  a  few  conical  huts, 
amounting,   in    the  whole,  to   about    30,  which, 
from  their  fituation,  notwithflanding  all  the  refpect 
we  wilhed  to  entertain  for  a  RuiBan  o'ftrog,  or  town, 
1 2  G  2  W2 
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we  concluded  to  be  Petropaulowflca.  In  juftice, 
however,  to  the  hofpitable  treatment  we  found 
here,  it  mAy  not  be  amifs  to  anticipate  the  reader's 
Curiofity,  by  afiliring  him  that  our  difappointment 
proved,  in  the  end,  a  matter  of  entertainment  to 
ns.  "  In  this  Wretched  extremity  of  the  earth,  be- 
yond conception  barbarous  and  inhofpitable,  out  of 
the  reach  of  civihzation,  bound  and  barricaded 
with  ice,  and  covered  with  fummer  fnow,  we  ex- 
perienced the  tendereft  feelings  of  humanity,  joined 
to  a  noblenefs  of  mind,  and  elevation  of  fenti- 
ment,  which  would  have  done  honour  to  any  clime 
and  nation. 

On  Sunday  the  29th,  in  the  morning,  at  day- 
light, Captain  King  was  fent  with  the  boats  to  ex- 
amine the  bay,  and  to  prefent  the  letters  to  the 
Ruffian  commander,  which  he  had  brought  from 
Oonalaflika.  Having  proceeded  as  far  as  we  were 
able  with  the  boats,  we  got  upon  the  ice,  which 
extended  near  half  a  mile  from  the  fhore.  The 
inhabitants  had  not  yet  feen  either  the  Ihip,  or  the 
boats  ;  for  even  after  we  had  got  upon  the  ice,  we 
could  not  perceive  any  figns  of  a  living  creature  in 
the  town.  We  funk  at  every  ftep  almoft  knee  deep 
in  the  fnow,  and  though  we  found  tolerable  foot- 
ing at  the  bottom,  yet  the  weak  parts  of  the  ice  not 
being  difcoverable,  we  were  conftantly  expofed  to 
the  danger  of  breaking  through  it.  This  accident, 
at  laft,  aftually  happened  to  Captain  King ;  who 
ftepping  on  quickly  over  a  fufpicious  fpot,  in  order 
to  prefs  with  lefs  weight  upon  it,  he  came  upon  a 
fecond  before  he  could  flop  himfelf,  which  broke 
wnder  him,  and  in  he  fell.  Fortunately  he  rofe  clear 
of  the  ice  ;  and  a  man  who  was  a  little  way  behind 
with  a  boat  hook,  throwing  it  out,  the  captain,  by 
that  means,  was  enabled  to  set  upon  firm  ice  again. 
The  nearer  we  approached  the  fhoi  e,  we  found  the 
ice  flill  more  broken.  The  fight  of  a  fledge  ad- 
Yancing  towards  us,  however,  afforded  fome  com- 
fort. 
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fort.  But  inftead  of  coming  to  our  relief,  the 
driver  ftopt  fhort,  and  called  out  to  us.  Captain 
King  immediately  held  up  IfmylofF's  letters ;  in 
conlequence  of  which,  the  man  turned  about,  and 
drove  full  fpeed  back  again,  followed  with  the  ex- 
ecrations of  fome  of  our  party.  Unable  to  draw 
any  conclulion  from  this  unaccountable  behaviour, 
we  Hill  proceeded  towards  the  oftrog,  though  with 
the  greatell  circumfpection  ;  and,  when  at  the  dif* 
tance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  it,  we  ob- 
ferved  a  body  of  armed  men  advancing  to  meet  us. 
To  avoid  giving  them  any  alarm,  and  to  preferve 
the  moft  peaceable  appearance,  the  captain,  and 
Mr.  Webber,  marched  in  front,  and  the  men,  who 
had  boat-hooks  in  their  hands,  were  Rationed  in 
the  rear.  The  armed  party  confifted  of  about  go 
foldiers,  headed  by  a  perfon  with  a  cane  in  his  hand. 
Within  a  few  paces  of  us  he  halted,  and  drew  up 
his  men  in  martial  order.  Captain  King  prefented 
IfmylofF's  letters  to  him,  but  in  vain  endeavoured 
to  make  him  underftand  that  we  were  Englifh,  aqd 
had  brought  thefe  difpatches  from  Oonalafhka. 
After  an  attentive  examination  of  our  perfons,  he 
conduced  us  towards  the  village  in  folemn  filence, 
halting  frequently  his  men,  and  ordering  them  to 
perform  different  parts  of  their  manual  exercife; 
with  a  view,  as  we  fuppofed,  to  convince  us, 
that  if  we  Ihould  prefume  to  offer  any  violence, 
we  fhould  have  to  deal  with  thofe  who  knew  how 
to  defend  themfelves.  During  the  whole  of  this 
time,  the  captain  was  in  his  wet  clothes,  fliivering 
with  cold  ;  yet  he  could  not  avoid  being  diverted, 
with  this  military  parade,  though  it  was  attended 
by  an  vmfeafonable  delay.  Arriving,  at  length,  at 
the  habitation  of  the  commanding  ojSicer  of  the 
party,  v/e  were,  ufliered  in;  and,  after  giving  or- 
ders to  the  military  without  doors,  our  hoft  ap- 
peared, accompanied  by  the  fecretary  of  the  port. 
Une  of  the  letters  from  Ifmyloff  was  now  opened, 
3  and 
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and  the  other  fent  exprefs  to  Bolcheretfk,  a  town 
on  the  weft  fide  of  Kamtfchatka,  and  the  place  of 
refidence  of  the  Ruflian  commander  of  this  pro- 
vince. 

It  appeared  to  us  extraordinary,  that  the  natives 
had  not  feen  the  Kefolution  the  preceding  day  when 
we  caft  anchor,  nor  this  morning,  till  our  boats 
approached  the  ice.  The  firft  fight  of  the  fhip,  we 
underitood,  had  ftruck  them  with  a  confiderable 
panic.  The  garrifon  was  put  inftantly  under  arms ; 
two  field-pieces  were  placed  before  the  commander's 
Iioufe  5  ifnd  powder,  fhot,  and  lighted  matches, 
were  all  in  readinefs.  The  officer  who  had  con- 
duced us  to  his  dwelHng,  was  a  ferjeant,  and  alfo 
the  commander  of  the  oftrog.  After  he  had  reco- 
vered from  the  alarm  which  our  arrival  had  pro- 
duced, the  kindnefs  and  hofpitality  of  his  behavi- 
our was  aflonifhing.  His  houfe,  indeed,  was  in- 
tolerably hot,  but  remarkably  neat  and  clean. 
After  Captain  King  had  changed  his  clothes,  by 
putting  on  a  compleat  fuit  of  the  ferjeant's,  at  his 
carnefl  requeft,  which  was  doubtlefs  the  beft  he 
could  procure ;  and,  confidering  our  vifit  was  un- 
expedled,  was  ingenioufly  conduced.  To  have 
made  foup  and  bouillie  would  have  required  Ibme 
time ;  inflead  therefore  of  this,  v/e  had  fome  cold 
beef  fliced,  with  boiling  water  poured  over  it.  The 
next  courfe  was  a  large  roafted  bird,  the  tafte  of 
Avhich  was  moft  delicious,  though  we  were  unac- 
quainted with  its  fpccies.  Having  eaten  a  part  of 
this,  it  was  removed,  and  fifh  was  ferved  up,  dref- 
fed  in  two  different  w^iys.  Soon  after  which,  the 
remainder  of  the  bird  appeared  again  in  favoury 
and  fweet  pates.  Our  liquor  was  what  the  Ruffians 
diffinguifli  by  the  name  of  quafs,  and  was  the  mofl 
indifferent  part  of  our  entertainment.  The  fer- 
jeant's wife  ferved  up  feveral  of  the  difhes,  and  was 
iiot  permitted  to  lit  down  at  table  with  us.  Our 
repaft  being  finiflied,  during  which  our  converfa- 

tion 
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tion  was  limited  to  a  few  bows,  and  other  perfo- 
nal  tokens  of  mutual  refpect,  we  ftrove  to  explain 
to  our  hoft  the  occafion  of  our  vifit  to  this  port. 
Probably,  IfmylofF's  letters  we  had  delivered  made 
him  readily  comprehend  our  meaning ;  but  as  there 
was  not  a  perfon  in  the  place,  who  underftood  any 
other  languages  than  thofe  of  RufTia  or  Kamtfchat- 
ka,  we  found  it  extremely  difficult  to  comprehend 
what  he  endeavoured  to  communicate  to  us.  Hav- 
ing fpent  much  time  in  our  attempts  to  underftand 
each  other,  the  fum  of  the  intelligence  we  had  re- 
ceived appeared  to  be,  that  though  we  could  not  be 
fupplied  with  provifions  or  ftores  at  this  place,  yet 
thofe  articles  vi'ere  to  be  procured  in  great  plenty  at 
Bolcheretlk.  That  he  doubted  not,  but  the  com- 
mander would  readily  fupply  us  with  what  we 
wanted  ;  but  that,  till  he  received  his  orders,  nei- 
ther he,  nor  any  of  the  natives  could  even  venture 
on  boaid  the  veiTel.  It  being  now  time  for  us  to 
depart,  and  as  Mr.  King's  clothes  were  not  yet  dry, 
he  had  again  recourfe  to  the  ferjeant's  benevolence, 
for  his  permiffion  to  carry  thofe  on  board  wJiich  he 
had  borrowed  of  him.  This  requeft  was  chearfully 
complied  with,  and  a  fledge,  with  five  dogs  and  a 
driver,  was  inftantly  provided  for  each  of  our  party. 
This  mode  of  conveyance  afforded  high  entertain- 
ment for  the  failors  ;  and  they  were  delighted  ftill 
more,  when  they  found  that  the  two  boat-hooks 
had  a  fledge  appropriated  folely  for  theirconveyance. 
Thefe  fledges  are  fo  hght,  and  fo  admirably  weU 
conftrucledforthe  purpofes  intended,  that  they  went 
fafely  and  expeditioufly  over  the  ice,  and  over  parts 
of  it  which  we  fhould  have  found  extremely  difficult 
to  have  paffed  on  foot.  On  our  return,  the  boats 
were  towing  the  Refolution  towards  the  village  -, 
and,  at  feven,  we  moored  clofe  to  the  ice  ;  the  en- 
trance of  the  bay  bearing  S.  by  E.  and  the  oflrog  N. 
diftant  one  mile  and  a  half.  On  Friday,  the  30th, 
the  caflis  and  cables  werp  tajien  to  the  quarter-deck, 
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to  lighten  the  velTel  forward,  and  the  carpenters 
proceeded  to  ftop  the  leak  which  had  occafioned  us 
lb  much  trouble.  In  the  middle  of  the  day  we  had 
fuch  warm  weather,  that  the  ice  began  to  break 
away  very  fail,  and  almoft  choaked  up  the  entrance 
of  the  bay.  Several  of  our  officers  waited  upon 
the  ferjeant,  who  received  them  with  great  civility  ; 
and  Captain  Gierke  fent  him  a  prefent  of  two  bot- 
tles of  rum,  thinking  he  could  not  fend  him  any 
thing  more  acceptable.  In  return,  he  received 
twenty  fine  trouts,  and  feme  excellent  fowls  of  the 
groufe  kind.  Though  the  bay  fwarmed  with  ducks 
and  Greenland  pigeons,  our  fportfmen  had  no  fuc- 
cefs ;  for,  being  exceedingly  Ihy,  they  could  not 
kill  any. 

On  Saturday,  the  ifl  of  May,  in  the  morning, 
we  faw  our  confort,  the  Difcovery,  {landing  into 
the  bay  :  a  boat  was  immediately  difpatched  to  her 
afliflance,  and  fhe  was  moored  in  the  afternoon  clofe 
by  the  llefolution.  On  the  3d,  in  the  morning, 
two  fledges  having  been  obferved  to  drive  into  the 
village,  Mr.  King  was  ordered  on  fliore,  to  learn 
whether  an  anfwer  was  arrived  from  the  commander 
of  Kamtfchatka.  The  diftance  from  Bolcheretflt 
to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul's  is  1 3  5  Englifh  miles. 
The  difpatches  were  fent  off  in  a  fledge,  drawn  by 
dogs,  on  the  29th,  at  noon,  and  returned  with  an 
anfwer  early  this  morning  ;  fo  that  they  performed 
a  journey  of  270  miles  in  little  more  than  three  days 
and  a  half.  For  the  prefent,  the  return  of  the 
commander's  anfwer  was  concealed  from  us.  While 
Mr.  King  was  on  fhore,  his  boat,  and  another  be- 
longing to  the  Difcovery,  were  bound  fall  to  the 
ice.  In  this  fituation,  the  Difcovery's  launch  was 
fent  to  their  afliftance,  which  foon  partook  of  the 
fame  fate :  but  on  the  4th,  the  floating  ice  was 
drifted  away,  by  the  wind  changing,  and  the  boats 
were  fet  at  liberty,  without  fuftaining  the  fmalleft 
damage.     At  10  o'clockj  A.  M.  feveral  fledges  hav* 
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ing  arrived  at  the  edge  of  the  ice,  a  boat  was  fent 
from  the  Ihip  to  conduct  thofe  who  were  in  them 
on  board.  One  of  them  proved  to  be  a  KulTian 
merchant  from  Bolcheretfli,  whofe  name  was  Fe- 
(dofitfch  ;  and  the  other  a  German,  named  Port, 
with  difpatches  from  Major  Behm,  commander  o£ 
Kamtfchatka,  to  Captain  Gierke.  Arriving  at  the 
edge  of  the  ice,  and  feeing  diftindly  the  magnitude 
of  the  ihips,  within  200  yards  of  them,  they  were 
exceedingly  alarmed  ;  and  before  they  ventured  to' 
embark,  ftipulated  that  two  of  our  boat's  crew 
Ihould  remain  on  fliore,  as  hoftages  for  their  faf  ety. 
It  afterwards  appeared,  for  what  reafons  we  could 
not  conceive,  that  IfmylofF,  in  his  letter  to  the 
commander,  had  mentioned  our  fhips  as  two  fmall 
trading  veflels ;  and  that  the  ferjeant,  having  feen 
them  at  a  diftance  only,  had  not  rectified  the  mif- 
take.  When  they  had  arrived  on  board,  we  per- 
ceived, by  their  timid  behaviour,  that  they  enter- 
tained fome  very  extraordinary  apprehenfioris. 
However,  an  uncommon  degree  of  fatisfaftion' was 
viftble  in  their  countenances,  when  the  German 
found  a  perfon  among  us,  with  whom  he  could  en- 
ter into  converfation.  Mr.  Webber  fpoke  that 
language  fluently,  and  convinced  them,  though 
not  without  difficulty,  that  we  were  Engliftimen 
and  friends.  Mr.  Port  was  introduced  to  Captain 
Gierke,  to  whom  he  delivered  the  commander's 
letter.  It  was  written  in  the  German  language,  and 
merely  complimental,  giving  him  and  his  officers 
an  invitation  to  Bolcheretlk.  Mr.  Port,  at  the  fame 
time,  acquainted  him,  that  the  Major  had  conceived 
a  very  ftrong  idea  of  the  fize  of  the  fhips,  and  of 
the  fervice  they  were  engaged  in  ;  Ifmyloff,  in  his 
letter,  having  reprefented  them  as  two  fmall  pac- 
quet-boats,  and  cautioned  him  to  be  on  his  guard, 
infmuating,  that  he  fufpaded  us  to  be  no  better 
than  pirates.  In  confequcncc  of  this  letter,  he  faid, 
there  had  been  various  conjedures  formed  about  us 
No,  76.  12  H  :(Xf 
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at  Bolcheretfk.  We  were  much  diverted  with  the 
fears  and  appi  ehenfions  of  thefe  people ;  and  efpe* 
cially  with  an  account  given  by  Mr.  Port,  of  the 
ferjeant's  extreme  caution  the  day  before.  On  fee- 
ing Mr.  King  and  fome  other  gentlemen  come  on 
fliore,  he  concealed  him  and  the  Ruffian  merchant 
in  the  kitchen,  to  give  them  an  opportunity  of 
hilening  to  our  converfation  with  each  other,  in 
order  to  difcover  whether  we  were  Engliflimen  or 
not. 

Being  now  enabled,  by  the  aid  of  an  interpreter, 
to  converfe  with  the  Ruffians,  our  firft  enquiries 
were  directed  to  the  means  of  procuring  a  fupply 
of  frefh  provifions  and  naval  ftores  ;  particularly  the 
latter,  for  the  want  of  which  we  had  been  in  great 
diftrefs.  On  enquiry,  it  appeared,  that  the  whole 
ftock  of  live  cattle,  which  the  country  about  the 
bay  could  furnifh,  amounted  only  to  two  heifers ; 
and  thefe  the  ferjeant  very  readily  promifed  to  fe- 
cure  for  us.  Our  next  applications  were  made  to 
the  merchant,  whofe  terms  for  ferving  us  were  fo 
exorbitant,  that  Captain  Gierke  thought  it  expedi- 
ent to  fend  an  exprefs  to  the  commander,  to  learn 
the  price  of  ftores  at  Bolcheretfk.  This  determi- 
nation being  communicated  to  Mr.  Port,  he  dif- 
patched  a  meiTenger  to  the  commander  at  Bolche- 
retfk, to  acquaint  him  with  our  intentions,  and  to 
remove  the  fufpicions  that  had  been  entertained  rq- 
fpeding  the  purpofes  of  our  voyage.  For  the  above 
Icrvice  Mr.  King  was  fixed  upon,  and  ordered  to 
prepare  for  fetting  out  the  next  day,  together  with 
Mr.  Webber,  who  was  to  accompany  him  as  inter- 
preter. That  day,  and  the  next,  however,  the 
weather  proved  too  fformy  for  beginning  a  journey 
through  fo  defolate  and  wild  a  country  :  but  on 
Friday,  tJicythof  May,  the  vreather  became  more 
favourable,  and  we  fetout  in  the  fliip*s  boats,  early 
in  the  morning,  in  order  to  reach  the  entrance 
©f  tiie  Awatfka  at  higk- water,  on  account  of  the 
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ftioals  at  the  mouth  of  that  river.  The  country 
boats  were  to  meet  us  here,  to  conduct  us  up  the 
ftream.  Captain  Gore  was  alfo  added  to  our  party, 
and  we  were  Hkewife  accompanied  by  Mr.  Port 
and  the  Uuflian  merchant,  with  two  Cofficks,  hav^^ 
ing  been  previoufly  furnifhed  with  warm  furred 
cloathing;  a  very  necelFary  precaution,  as  it  began 
to  fhow  briikly  immediately  after  our  fetting  out. 
About  eight  o'clock,  we  were  flopped  by  fhoal  wa- 
ter, within  a  mile  of  the  mouth  of  the  river ;  when 
fome  Kamtfchadales  took  us  and  our  baggage,  in 
fome  fmall  canoes,  and  conveyed  us  over  a  bank  of 
fand,  which  the  rapidity  of  the  river  had  thrown 
up,  and  which,  we  were  informed,  was  continually 
ihifting.  Having  pafled  this  fhoal,  the  water  again 
deepened,  and  we  were  furnifhed  with  a  commodi" 
ous  boat,  refembling  a  Norway  yawl,  to  convey  us 
up  the  river,  together  with  canoes  for  the  recep- 
tion of  our  baggage.  The  breadth  of  the  mouth 
of  Awatlka  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  but  it 
gradually  narrowed  as  we  advanced.  Having  pro- 
ceeded a  few  miles,  we  pafTed  feveral  branches, 
many  of  which,  we  were  told,  emptied  themfelves 
into  other  parts  of  the  bay  ;  and  that  tome  of  thole 
on  the  left  ran  into  the  Paratounca  river.  For  the  , 
firll  10  miles,  the  general  direction  of  the  river 
from  the  bay,  is  to  the  N.  and  afterv/ards  it  turns 
to  the  weft  ward.  Except  this  bend,  it  chiefly  pre- 
ferves  a  flraight  courfe ;  and  flows  through  a  low 
flat  country,  to  the  diflance  of  30  miles  from  the 
lea,  which  is  fubjed  to  frequent  inundations.  S\k 
men  were  employed  in  pufliing  us  on  with  long 
poles,  three  of  them  being  at  each  end  of  the  boat ; 
and  proceeded  againfl  the  ilream,  at  the  rate  of 
about  three  miles  an  hour.  Our  conductors  en- 
dured this  fevere  labour  for  10  hours  ;  Hopping 
only  once,  and  that  for  a  fhort  fpaee  of  time,  to 
take  a  little  refrefhment.  Having  been  informed, 
»t  our  firft  fetting  out,  that  we  could  eafily  reach 
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Karachin  that  night,  VvC  were  greatly  difappointed 
to  find  ourfelves  15  miles  from  that  place  at  fun-fet. 
This  was  attriboted  to  the  delay  in  paffing  the  flioals, 
both  at  the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  in  many 
othci  places.  Our  men  been  exceedingly  fatigued, 
and  as  the  difficulty  of  navigating  the  river  would 
have  encreafed  by  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  we 
declined  all  thoughts  of  proceeding  on  our  journey 
that  evening  :  we  therefore  fixed  upon  a  place  that 
was  tolerably  well  fheltered,  and,  clearing  it  of  the 
fnow,  ere(fted  a  fmall  marquee,  which  we  had  pro- 
videntially taken  with  us  ;  and,  with  the  afiiflance 
of  a  good  fire,  and  feme  excellent  punch,  pailed 
the  night  agreeably.  Our  principal  inconvenience 
was,  the  being  obliged  to  keep  at  a  coniidcrable 
diftance  from  the  fire  ;  for  as  foon  as  it  was  lighted, 
it  thawed  every  part  round  it  into  an  abfolute  pud- 
dle. The  Kamtfcadales  were  extremely  alert  and 
expeditious  in  erecting  our  marquee,  and  cooking 
our  provifions ;  but  we  were  much  furprized  at 
finding  they  had  bi  ought  with  them  their  utenfils 
for  making  tea,  confideiing  it  as  a  moft  intolerable 
hard  (hip  if  they  cannot,  two  or  three  times  a  day, 
regale  themfclves  with  drinking  tea.  When  day- 
light appeared,  we  proceeded  on  our  journey,  and, 
before  we  had  made,  much  progrefs,  were  met  by 
the  Toion,  or  chief  of  Karachin,  who,  being  ap- 
prized of  our  coming,  had  provided  canoes  that 
were  better  accommodated  for  navigating  the  higher 
parts  of  the  river.  A  commodious  vefiTel,  (made 
by  lafhing  two  canoes  together)  furnifhed  with  fur 
cloaks,  and  lined  with  bear-fkins,  was  alio  procured 
jfor  us.  We  now  proceeded  rapidly,  the  Toion's 
people  being  remarkably  expert  in  this  kind  of  bu- 
linefs.  At  ten  we  arrived  at  the  ofi:rog,  named 
Karachin,  and  the  feat  of  his  command,  where  we 
were  received  by  the  Kamtfcadale  men  and  women, 
and  fome  Ruffian  fervants  belonging  to  the  mer- 
chant, Tedoiitrch.     They  were  all  attired  in  their 
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bell  habiliments ;  thofe  of  the  women  being  gay  and 
plealing,  and  conlilling  of  a  loofe  robe  of  white 
nankeen,  gathered  cloi'e  round  the  neck,  and  faf- 
jtened  with  a  filk  collar.  A  ihort  jacket,  without 
peeves,  was  worn  over  this,  confilting  of  different 
coloured  nankeens  ;  and  they  had  petticoats  made 
.of  a  flight  Chinefe  filk.  Their  fhifts,  which  were 
alfo  made  of  filk,  had  fleeves  extending  to  the 
wrifts  ;  and  their  heads  were  bound  with  coloured 
filk  handkerchiefs,  which  entirely  concealed  the  hair 
of  the  married  women  ;  but  the  unmarried  ones 
placed  the  handkerchief  under  the  hair,  permitting 
it  to  flow  loufely  down  the  fhoulders. 

The  oftrog  of  Karachin  is  pleafantly  lituated  on 
the  fide  of  the  river,  and  compofed  of  three  log- 
houfes,  nineteen  balagans,  or  fummer  habitations, 
and  three  jourts,  which  are  houfes  under  ground. 
The  Toion,  to  whole  dwelling  we  were  then  con- 
ducted, v/as  a  plain  decent  m.an,  fprung  from  a 
Rufhan  mother,  and  a  Kamtfcaciale  father.  His 
houfe,  like  all  others  in  this  country,  conlifted  of 
only  two  apartments.  All  the  furniture  in  the 
outer  room,  was  a  long  narrow  table,  with  a  bench 
round  it ;  and  the  inner  apartment,  which  was  the 
kitchen,  was  alfo  very  fcantily  furnifhed.  But, 
the  hearty  welcome,  and  kind  attention  of  our  holt, 
amply  compenfated  for  the  poverty  of  his  habitation. 
His  wife,  an  excellent  cook,  ferved  us  vt'ith  various 
forts,  of  fifh  and  game,  and  difterent  kinds  of  heath- 
berries,  which  had  been  prefervedlince  the  lall  year. 
Whilfl  we  were  dinins:  in  this  m.iferable  hut,  the 
guelts  of  ablolute  ftrangers,  and  at  the  extremity  of 
the  habitable  globe,  a  folitary  half- worn  pewter  fpoon 
attraded  our  attention.  Its  form  was  famihar  to 
us,  and  the  word  London  was  ftampedupon  the  back 
of  it.  It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  anxious  hope?, 
and  tender  remembrances,  this  circumftance  excited 
in  us.     Thofe  who  have  been  long  abfent  from  their 
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native  country,  will  readily  conceive  what  inex- 
preilible  pleafure  fuch  tiifling  incidents  can  give. 

We  had  now  quitted  the  river,  and  the  next  part 
.of  our  journey  was  to  be  performed  on  fledges ;  but 
the  thaw  had  been  fo  great  in  the  day-time,  as  not 
to  permit  us  to  fet  out,  till  the  fnow  was  become 
hard  and  firm  by  the  coldnefs  of  the  evening.  This 
furnifhed  us  with  an  opportunity  of  walking  about 
the  village,  which  was  the  only  place  in  this  coun- 
try, that  we  had  feen  free  from  Inow.  It  was  fitu- 
ated  on  a  flat,  of  about  a  mile  and  an  half  in  circuit. 
The  leaves  of  the  trees  were  juft  budding,  and  the 
verdure  was  flrongly  contralted  with  the  furround- 
ing  hills,  which  remained  covered  with  fnow.  The 
foil  appearing  to  be  capable  of  producing  common 
vegetables,  we  were  furprized  to  find  that  not  a  fpot 
of  it  was  cultivated.  Neither  were  the  inhabitants 
pofTefTed  of  cattle  of  any  fort.  In  fhort,  their  fitu- 
ation,  during  the  winter  months,  mufl  be  wretched 
beyond  conception.  They  were  now  removing 
from  their  jourts  to  their  balagans,  which  gave  us 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  both  thefe  forts  of  ha- 
bitations. The  people  invited  us,  very  civilly,  into 
their  houfes ;  cheai  fulnefs  and  content  were  vifible 
in  every  countenance,  to  which  the  approaching 
change  of  feafon  might  perhaps  contribute.  On 
returning  to  our  hofl's,  fupper  was  prepared  for  us, 
confifting  of  the  fame  articles  which  compofed  our 
former  repafl.  When  we  had  finiflied  our  meal, 
we  entertained  the  Toion  and  his  wife  with  punch 
made  of  fome  of  our  fpirits ;  and  Captain  Gore, 
with  his  wonted  generofity,  made  them  fome  valuable 
prefents :  after  which,  they  retired  to  the  kitchen, 
leaving  us  in  the  other  room ;  on  the  benches  of 
which  we  fpread  our  bear-fkins,  and  fought  a  little 
ropofe  ;  having  liril  fettled  with  our  conductors,  to 
proceed  on  our  journey,  when  the  ground  was 
judged  to  be  in  a  fuitabie  condition.  The  melan- 
choly howlings  of  the  dogs  awakened  us  about  nine 
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Ae  fame  evening.  During  the  whole  time  our 
baggage  was  laftiing  upon  the  fledges,  their  horrid 
noile  continued  ;  but,  when  they  were  yoked,  and 
prepared  for  travelling,  a  chearful  yelping  fucceeded, 
which  ceafed  the  inftant  they  marched  ofF.  We 
Ihall  here  give  our  readers  an  accurate  defcription 
of  a  fledge  brought  over  by  Captain  King,  and  now 
in  the  pofleilion  of  Sir  Afhton  Lever.  The  length 
of  the  body  is  about  four  feet  and  an  half,  and  the 
breadth  one  foot.  It  is  made  in  the  form  of  a  cre- 
fcent,  of  light  tough  wood,  faflened  together  with 
wicker  work;  and,  among  the  principal  people,  is 
elegantly  flained  with  red  and  blue  ;  the  feat  being 
covered  with  furs  or  bear-fkins.  It  has  four  legs, 
about  two  feet  in  height,  refling  on  two  long  flat 
pieces  of  wood,  of  the  breadth  of  five  or  fix  inches, 
extending  a  foot  beyond  the  body  of  the  fledge,  at 
each  end.  Thefe  turn  up  before,  fomewhat  hke  a 
fkait,  and  are  fhod  with  the  bone  of  fome  fea-animal. 
The  carriage  is  ornamented,  at  the  fore-part,  with 
taffels  of  coloured  cloth,  and  leather  thongs.  It 
has  a  crofs-bar,  to  which  the  harnefs  is  joined  ;  and 
links  of  iron,  or  fmall  bells,  are  hanging  to  it, 
which,  by  the  jingling,  isfuppofed  to  encourage  the 
dogs.  They  feldom  carry  more  than  one  perfon  at 
a  time,  who  fits  afide,  with  his  feet  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  fledge,  having  his  baggage  and  provi- 
iions  in  a  bundle  behind  him.  The  ufual  number 
of  dogs  employed  in  drawing  this  carriage,  is  five  ; 
four  of  them  yoked  two  and  two,  and  the  other 
acting  as  leader.  The  reins,  being  fallened  to  the 
collar,  inflead  of  the  head,  have  no  great  com- 
mand :  and  are  therefore  ufually  hung  upon  the 
fledge  ;  the  driver  depending  principally  on  their 
obedience  to  his  voice.  Great  care  and  attention 
are  confequently  ufed  in  training  up  the  leader, 
which  frequently  becomes  very  valuable  on  account 
of  his  fleadinefs  and  docility ;  the  fum  of  forty 
roubles  (or  ten  pounds)  being  no  unufual  price  for 
3  one 
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one  of  them.     The  rider  has  alfo  a  crooked  ftick, 
anfwering  the  purpofe  both  of  whip  and  reins  •,  with 
which,  by  ftriking  in  the  fnow,  he  can  regulate  the 
{peed  of  the  dogs,  or  even  flop  them  at  his  plea- 
fure.     When  they  are  inattentive  to  their  duty,  he 
often  challifes  them  by  throwing  it  at  them.     The 
dexterity  of  the  riders,  in  picking  this  ftick  up  again, 
is  very  remarkable,  and  is  the  moft  difficult  ma- 
noeuvre in  the  exercife  of  their  profellion  :  nor  is  it, 
indeed,  furprifing  that  they  fhould  be  fkilful  in  a 
practice  in  which  they  are  fo  materially  interefted  ; 
for,  they  afTured  us,  that  if  a  driver  fhould  happen 
to  lofe  his  ftick,  the  dogs  immediately  difcover  it ; 
and,  unlefs  their  leader  is  both  fleady  and  refolute, 
they  will  inftantly  fet  off  full  fpeed,  and  never  ftop 
till  their  ftrength  is  exhauftcd  ;  or  till  the  carriage 
is  overturned  and  daflied  to  pieces,  or  hurried  down 
a  precipice,  when  all  are  buried  in  the  fnow.     The 
accounts  of  the  fpeed  of  thefe  animals,  and  of  the 
hardfliips  and  fatigues  they  fufter,  would  have  ap- 
peared incredible,  had  they  not  been  fupported  by 
the  greateft  authority.    We  ourfelves  were  witnefTes 
of  the   extraordinary  expedition  with  which  the 
meflenger  returned,  who  had  been  difpatchcd  to 
Bolcheretfk  with   the  news  of  our  arrival  at  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul's,  though  the  fnow  was  exceed- 
ingly foft.     The  governor  of  Kamtfchatka  afTured 
us,   that  this  journey  was  ufually  performed  in  two 
days  and  a  half;  and  that  he  had  once  received  an 
exprefs  from  that  harbour  in  23  hours.     Through- 
out thewinter,  thedogs  are  fed  on  the  offals  of  dried 
and  ftinking  fifh ;  and,  even  this  miferable  food  is 
withheld  from  them,  a  day  before  they  fet  out  on  a 
journey ;  and  they  are  not  permitted  to  eat  a  mor- 
fel  of  any  thing  till  they  arrive  at  the  end  of   it. 
They  are  frequently  kept  fafting  for  two  entire  days, 
in  which  time  they  will  perform  a  journey  of  great 
extent.     The  fhape  of  thefe  dogs  refembles  that  of 
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the  Pomeranian  breed,  but  they  are  confiderably 
larger. 

As  we  did  not  chufe  to  rely  upon  our  own  fkill, 
■we  had  each  of  us  a  man  to  condud  the  fledge, 
which,  in  the  condition  the  roads  then  were,  proved 
a  very  laborious  bufmefs :  for,  as  the  thaw  had  been 
prevalent  in  the  vallies,  through  which  was  our 
regular  road,  we  were  obliged  to  travel  along  the 
iides  of  the  hills ;  our  guides  being  under  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  fupporting  the  fledges,  on  the  lower  fides, 
with  their  Ihoulders,  for  many  miles  together.  Mr. 
King  was  attended  by  a  good  natured  Coflack,  who 
was  fo  imperfect  in  his  bufinefs,  that  he  was  conti- 
nually overturned,  which  afforded  entertainment  to 
his  companions.  The  party  conlilled  of  ten  fledges 
in  the  whole.  That  which  conducted  Captain  Gore, 
was  formed  of  two  laflied  together,  and  was  plen- 
tifully furniflied  with  furs  and  bear-fkins.  It  was 
drawn  by  ten  dogs,  yoked  four  abreafl: ;  and  thofe 
■which  were  laded  with  heavy  baggage,  were  drawn 
by  the  fame  number.  We  had  not  proceeded  more 
than  four  miles  on  our  journey,  when  it  began  to 
rain,  which,  together  with  the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  threw  us  into  fome  confufion.  It  was,  after 
fome  little  confultation,  agreed,  that  we  fliould  con- 
inue  where  v/e  were,  till  day-light :  we  therefore 
fecured  our  fledges,  wrapped  ourfelves  up  in  furs, 
and  waited  patiently  for  the  morning.  At  three 
o'clock  we  were  fummoned  to  proceed  ;  our  guides 
expreffing  their  apprehenfions,  that  if  we  waited 
any  longer,  the  thaw  would  perhaps  ilop  us,  and 
prevent  our  advancing  or  returning.  Though  we 
had  manydiflicukiesto  encounter,  owing  principally 
to  the  bad  condition  of  the  road,  we  got  fafe  to  an 
oft:rog  about  two  in  the  afternoon.  It  is  called 
Natcheekin,  and  is  fituated  on  a  fmall  ftream,  which 
falls  into  the  Bolchoireka,  at  fome  difliance  below 
the  town.  It  is  25  miles  from  Karatchin ;  which, 
by  their  account,  we  could  have  compafl'edin  four 
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hours,  had  the  frofl  continued  ;  but  the  fnow  was 
fo  foft  that  the  poor  animals  funk  up  to  their  bellies 
at  almoft  every  fiep  ;  and  it  was  indeed  furprizing 
that  theyfhouldbe  able  tofupport  thcmfelves  under 
fo  fatiguing  a  journey.  1  his  inconliderable  oftit5g 
corlhfts  of  one  log-lioufe,  the  refidence  of  theToion, 
one  jourt,  and  live  balagans.  We  were  received 
here  with  the  fame  civility  and  hofpitality  as  atKa- 
1  atchin  ;  and,  in  the  afternoon,  were  conducted  to 
a  remarkable  hot  fpring,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
this  village.  Before  we  came  very  near  it,  we  faw 
a  fteani  rifing  from  it,  as  from  a  boiling  caldron  ; 
and,  when  we  approached  it,  we  perceived  a  ftrong 
fulphureous  effluvia.  A  bafon  of  about  three  feet  in 
diameter,  is  formed  by  the  main  fpring;  belides 
which,  there  are  feveral  leffer  fprings,  of  equal 
heat,  in  the  adjacent  ground  ;  by  which  means  the 
whole  fpot,  confiding  of  about  an  acre,  was  fo  very 
hot  that  we  could  not  remain  two  minutes  in  the 
fame  place.  The  water  iffuing  from  thefe  fprings, 
fupplies  a  fmall  bathing  pcnd,  and  afterwards  a  lit- 
tle rivulet,  which  conducts  it  into  the  river,  at  the 
dillance  of  about  150  yards.  Great  cures,  they 
informed  us,  had  been  effected  by  this  bath,  in 
rheumatifms,  fcorbutic  ulcers,  fwclled  and  con- 
trafted  joints,  and  many  other  diforders.  Where 
thefe  Iprings  flow,  the  ground  is  on  a  gentle  afcent ; 
having  a  green  hill  of  a  moderate  lize  behind  it. 
Some  plants  feemed  to  thrive  here  with  great  luxu- 
riance, among  which  we  oblerved  the  wild  garlick. 

Monday,  the  loth,  in  the  morning,  we  embarked 
on  the  Bolchoirccka ;  and,  going  with  the  ilream, 
expected  to  arrive  at  our  journey's  end  the  follow- 
ing day.  Though  Bolcheretlk  is  80  miles  from 
Natcheekin,  v/e  were  informed,  that,  in  the  fum- 
mer,  when  the  melting  of  fnow  on  the  mountains 
has  rendered  the  river  full  and  rapid,  the  canoes 
have  often  gone  there  in  a  fingle  day  :  but  now  they 
told  us  we  fhould  be  much  longer,  the  ice  having 
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broken  up  only  three  days  before  our  arrival,  and 
our's  being  the  firft  boat  that  had  attempted  to  pafs. 
There  was  but  too  much  truth  in  this  intelligence; 
for  we  v/ere  greatly  impeded  by  the  fliallows  ;  and, 
though  the  llream  was  rapid  in  many  places,  we 
frequently  had  ripplings  and  fhoals,  and  were  unr 
der  the  necefiity  of  hauling  the  boats  over  them. 
On  each  lide  of  the  river,  the  country  was  roman- 
tic, but  not  diverfified  j  the  courfe  of  it  being  be- 
tween craggy  mountains,  of  a  moft  dreary  and 
barren  afpecl: ;  with  nothing  to  vary  the  fccne,  ex- 
cept now  and  then  the  hght  of  a  bear,  or  a  flock 
of  wild-fowl.  This,  and  the  following  night,  we 
ilept  under  our  marquee,  on  the  banks  of  the  ri- 
ver, and  fuffered  greatly  from  the  feverity  of  the 
weather. 

Wednefdaythe  12  th,  at  day-light,  we  had  paffed 
the  mountains,  and  were  proceeding  through  a  low 
exteniive  plain,  on  v.'hich  were  a  number  of  fhrub- 
by  trees.  At  nine  in  the  morning,  we  reached  an 
oftrog,  called  Opatchin,  of  about  the  fame  magni- 
tude as  Karatchin,  and  fuppofed  to  be  $0  miles 
from  Natcheekin.  A  ferjeant  and  four  Ruffian 
foldiers  had  been  here  two  days,  waiting  for  our 
arrival  -,  who  inliantly  difpatched  a  light  boat  to 
Bolcheretlk  to  give  intelligence  of  our  approach, 
A  magnificent  canoe,  plentifully  furniflied  with 
^ins  and  furs,  was  prepared  for  our  reception,  and 
we  were  very  commodioufly  equipped ;  but  our 
fellow-travellers  were  excluded.  It  gave  us  fome 
concern  to  be  feparated  from  our  old  companion 
Mr.  Port,  who  daily  grew  more  fliy  and  diftant, 
as  we  drev/  nearer  to  the  completion  of  our  jour- 
ney. He  acknowledged,  indeed,  before  we  fet 
out,  that  he  was  not  entitled  to  the  refpect  we  had 
(hewn  him  ;  but,  finding  him  difcreet,  and  not  pre- 
fuming,  we  had  infjfted  on  his  faring  as  we  did, 
throughout  the  journey.  We  performed  the  re- 
mainder of  our  paflage,  with  the  utmoii  eafe  and 
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expedition  ;  for  as  we  defcended,  the  river  grew 
more  rapid,  and  had  very  few  obftruclions.  On 
our  approaching  Kamtfchatka,  wejudged,  from  an 
appearance  of  great  ftir  and  buftle,  that  our  recep- 
tion was  to  be  in  form.  This  circumftance  was 
difagreeable  to  us,  as  decent  cloathing  had  long 
been  fcarce  among  us  ;  and  our  travelling  habits 
formed  a  ftrange  aflemblage  of  the  modes  of  India, 
Europe  and  Kamtfchatka.  To  make  a  parade 
through  the  metropolis  in  this  motley  trim,  we 
thought  would  appear  ridiculous ;  and,  as  we  ob- 
ferved  a  crowd  of  people  collected  on  the  banks  of 
the  river,  and  were  informed  that  the  commander 
would  receive  us  at  the  v/ater-iide,  we  ftopped  at 
the  houfe  of  a  foldier,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
before  we  came  to  the  town.  Here  we  difpatched 
Mr.  Port  with  a  melTage  to  his  excellency,  acquaint- 
ing him,  that,  as  foon  as  we  had  put  off  our  travel- 
ling dreffes,  we  would  attend  him  at  his  own  houfe 
to  pay  our  refpefts  to  him  ;  and  entreated  him  not 
to  think  of  waiting  to  conduct  us.  He  perlifted, 
however,  in  his  refolution  oi  paying  us  this  com- 
pliment, and  we  immediately  proceeded  to  join  him 
at  the  entrance  of  the  capital.  We  were  all  re- 
xnarkably  aukward  and  defective  in  making  our 
£rft  falutations  •,  not  having  been  accuftomed  to 
bowing  and  (craping,  for  at  lead  two  years  and  an 
half.  The  commander  received  us  in  a  moft  en- 
gaging manner;  but  we  had  the  mortification  to 
difcover,  that  he  had  almoft  wholly  forgot  the 
Fiench  language  ;  fo  chat  only  Mr.  Webber  had 
the  fatisfaction  oi  converiing  with  him,  as  he  fpoke 
the  German,  which  was  his  native  tongue.  Major 
Behm  was  accompanied  by  Captain  Shmaleff,  the 
next  in  command,  and  another  (officer ;  the  whole 
body  of  merchants  attended  alfo.  We  were  con- 
ducted to  the  commander's  houle,  where  we  were 
politely  and  refpedfully  received  by  his  lady,  who 
had  prepared  tea  and  other  relrefliments  for  us.  The 
I  firi]; 
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firft  compliments  being  over.  Captain  Gore  defired 
Mr.  \^/ebber  to  acquaint  the  Major,  that  we  were 
diftreffed  for  want  of  naval  ftores,  frefh  provifions, 
flour,  and  other  neceffaries  ;  ^nd  that  we  were  con- 
vinced we  could  not  receive  much  afliftance  from 
him,  in  the  country  about  Awatika  Bay,  from  what 
we  had  already  feen  and  heard  ;  that  the  impoflibility 
of  conveying  heavy  ftores  over  the  peninfula,  at 
that  feafon,  we  were  but  too  fenfible  of,  from  the 
difficulties  we  had  encountered  in  our  journey  ;  and 
that  we  could  not  delay  the  profecution  of  our 
voyage,  to  wait  for  any  material  change.  Here 
the  Major  interrupted  Mr.  Webber,  by  obferving, 
that  we  knew  not  what  they  were  capable  of  doing ; 
that  he  fiiould  not  beftow  a  thought  upon  the  dif- 
ficulties of  fupplying  our  wants  :  he  only  wiflied  to 
know  what  articles  we  ftood  in  need  of,  and  the 
time  he  could  be  allowed  for  piocuring  them. 
After  exprefling  our  acknowledgments  for  his 
obliging  condelcenfion,  we  prefented  him  an  ac- 
count of  the  naval  ftores,  cattle,  and  flour,  we 
were  dire6ted  to  purchafe  ;  and  informed  him,  that 
we  intended  to  profecute  our  voyage  about  the  5th 
of  June.  After  this,  the  converfation  became  more 
general,  and  it  might  naturally  be  fuppofed,  that 
we  were  anxious  to  obtain  fome  information  re- 
fpecling  our  native  country.  Having  been  three 
years  abfent,  we  entertained  the  moft  flattering  ex- 
pectations, of  receiving  fome  interefting  intelligence 
from  Major  Behm:  but  we  were  greatly  difap- 
pointed,  when  he  aftured  us,  that  he  could  not 
communicate  any  intelligence  of  a  much  later  date 
than  that  of  our  quitting  England.  The  com- 
mander, iuppofin^  we  might  be  fatigued,  and  dc- 
firous  ot  repofe,  begged  leave  to  condud  us  to  our 
lodgings,  at  about  feven  o'clock.  It  was  ufelefs  to 
proteft  againil  a  compliment,  to  which  we  had  no 
other  title  than  that  of  being  ftrangers.  That  alone, 
with  this  generous  J^ivonian,  was  fufticient  to  coun- 
terbalance 
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tcrbalance   every  other  confideration.      In   going 
along,    we   pafled  two  guard-houfes,    where  the 
men  were  under  arms,  in  tompliment  to  Captain 
Gore,  and  were  conducted  to  a  neat  decent  houfe, 
which    the    Major    had    appointed   for   our  refi- 
'dence,  while  we   continued  at  fvamtfchatka.     We 
had  two  fentinels  pofted  at  our  door,  and  a  fer- 
jeant's  guard  in  an  adjoining  houfe.     Having  dif- 
pofed  of"  us  in  our  apartments,  the  Major  took  his 
leave,  promifing  to  vifit  us  the  next  day.     We 
were  now  at  leifure  to  difcover  the  conveniencies 
which  he  had  amply  provided  for  us.     Our  fellow 
traveller,  Mr.  Port,  and  a  foldier,  of  a  rank  be- 
tween that  of  a  ferjeant  and  a  corporal,  (called  a 
pulpi  operfckack)  were  fixed  upon  to  be  our  male 
domeltics.     We  had  alfo  a  houfekeeper,  and  a  cook, 
who  were  ordered  to  obey  Mr.  Port's  directions  in 
dreffing  us  a   fupper,  after  the  Englifli  mode  of 
cookery.     In 'the  courfe  of  the  evening,  we  were 
favoured  with  a  number  of  civil  meflages,  from  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  town,  politely  obferv* 
ing,  that  their  attending  to  pay  their  refpecls  to  us 
at  that  time,  would  add  to  our  fatigues,  but  they 
would  do  themfelves  that  honour  the  next  morning. 
Such  attention  and  politenefs,  in  fo  uncultivated 
and  defolate  a  country,  formed  a  contraft  highly 
in  favour  of  its  inhabitants  ;  and,  in  addition  to 
their  civility,  at  fun-fet,  the  ferjeant  brought  the 
report  of  his  guard  to  Captain  Gore.     In  the  mornr 
ing  of  the  13th,  compliments  were  fent  us  by  the 
Major,  Captain  Shmaleff,  and  the  mod  refpe^table 
people  of  the  to  v/n,  from  all  whom  we  were  honoured 
with  vifits  foon   after.     The  two  former  having, 
after  we  had  retired  to  reft,  enquired  of  Mr.  Port 
what  articles  we  flood  in  the  greateft  need  of  on 
board  the  fliips  -,  they  infifted  on  our  fharing  with 
their  garrifon,  in  the  fmall  ftock  of  provifions  they 
had  then  remaining ;  lamenting,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  our  arrival  fliould  happen  to  be  in  that  feafoii 
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of  the  year,  when  fcarcity  reigned  univerfally 
among  them ;  the  floops  from  Okotlk  not  being 
yet  arrived  with  their  annual  fupply.  We  thank- 
fully accepted  the  liberal  ofifer  of  thefe  hofpitable 
ftrangers  ;  on  condition,  however,  that  we  fhould 
be  made  acquainted  with  the  price  of  the  articles 
we  received  from  them,  that  Captain  Gierke  might 
draw  upon  the  Vidlualling  Office,  in  London,  for 
the  amount.  This  was  refufed  in  the  moft  po- 
litive  terms ;  and,  though  repeatedly  urged,  the 
Major  always  Hopped  us  (hort,  by  faying,  that  his 
millrefs  would  be  highly  gratified  at  his  rendering 
every  affiftance  in  his  power  to  the  EngHfli,  who 
are  her  good  friends  and  allies  ;  and  that  it  would 
give  her  a  peculiar  fatisfa^lion  to  find,  that,  in  fuch 
remote  regions,  her  dominions  had  afforded  any 
relief  to  veffels  engaged  in  fuch  important  fer- 
vices.  He  added,  that  he  could  not,  therefore, 
aft  fo  contrary  to  the  principles  of  his  Emprefs,  as 
to  think  of  receiving  any  bills  ;  but,  if  we  infilled 
on  it,  we  might  give  liim  a  bare  certificate  of  the 
articles  he  might  fupply  us  with,  which  he  would 
tranfmit  to  the  court  of  Rufiia,  as  evidence  of 
having  performed  his  duty.  All  farther  acknow- 
ledgments, continued  he,  mud  be  fubmitted  to  the 
two  courts  ;  but  you  mud  excufe  me  from  acceding 
to  your  propofal.  This  matter  being  adjufted,  he 
requefted  to  be  informed  refpefting  our  private 
wants,  faying  he  fhould  confider  it  as  offering  him 
an  affront,  if  we  applied  to  any  of  the  merchants, 
or  had  dealings  with  any  other  perfon  except  himlelf. 
Not  having  it  in  our  power  to  make  an  adequate 
return  for  fuch  fingular  generofity,  he  had  only  our 
thanks  and  admiration.  At  this  moment,  Mr.  King 
recollected,  that  Captain  Gierke  had  lent  by  him  a 
fet  of  the  engravings  to  Captain  Cook's  fecond 
voyage,  defiring  him  to  prefent  it,  in  his  name,  to 
the  commander.  Nothing  could  have  been  more 
avceptable  to  him  than  this  prefent,  the  Major  be 
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ing  an  enthufiaft  in  all  matters  relative  to  difcove- 
ries.     Captain  Clerke  had  alfo  given  Mr.  King  a 
diicretionary  power,  of  permitting  the  commander 
to  fee  a  chart  of  the  difcoveries  made  in  the  prefent 
voyage  ;  and,  judging  from  his  fitnation  and  dif- 
pofition  of  mind,  that  he  would  be  highly  gratified 
by  fuch  a  communication  ;  though,  from  motives 
of  delicacy,  he  had  onlyafked  a  few  general  quef- 
tions  on  the  fubjecb,  Mr.  King  repofed  in  him  that 
confidence,  which  his  whole  conduct  fo  juftly  me* 
rited.     He  felt  this  compliment  as  it  was  intended 
lie  fhould,  and   v/as^  ftruck  at  beholding,  in  one 
view,  the  whole  of  that  coaft  on  the  fide  of  Afia 
and  America,  which  his  countrymen  had  been  fo 
long  employed  in  acquiring  an  imperfect  knowledge 
of.     Except  this   mark  of  confidence,  and  the  fet 
of  copper-plates  already  micntioned,  we  had  nothing 
with  us  deferving  of  his  acceptance  ;    for  it  was 
hardly  worth  noticing,  that  Mr.  King  prevailed  on 
his  fon  (who  was  quite  a  youth)  to  accept  of  a  filver 
watch ;    and  contributed   to    his  little  daughter's 
happinefs,  by  prefenting  her  with  tVv'o  pair  of  ear- 
rings, of  French  pade.    He  alfo  gave  Captain  Shma- 
lefF  the  thermometer  which  he  had  ufed  on  his 
journey,  when  he  engaged  to  keep  a  regifter  of  the 
temperature  of  the  air  for  one  whole  year,  and  to 
tranfmit  it  to  Mr.  Mulier,  v/ith  whom  he  was  ac* 
quainted.     This  day  we  dined  at  the  commander's, 
who,  ever  ftudious  to  gratify  our  curiofity,  had 
prepared  variety  of  difiies  drefied  after  the  Rufiian 
and  Kamtfchadale  manner,  befides   a   number   of 
others  in  the  Englifh  fi.yle.     In  the  afternoon,  v.-e 
took  a  furvey  of  the  town,  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
try.    The   fituation  of   Bolcheretlk   is  in    a  low 
fvvampy  plain,  extending  to  the  fea  of  Okotfk,  be- 
ing about  40  miles  in  length,  and  of  a  confiderabls 
breadth.     It  lies  north   of  the  Bolchoi-reka,    (or 
great  river)  and  on  a  peninfula,  which  has  been  fe- 
parated  from  the  continent  by  3  large  canal,  .under 
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the  directions  of  the  prefent  commander ;  which 
has  added  ftrength  to  it  as  a  fortrefs,  and  rendered  i^ 
much  lefs  fubjed  to  inundations.  The  depth  of  the 
river,  below  the  town,  is  from  fix  to  eight  feet, 
and  the  breadth  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  At  the 
diftance  of  22  miles,  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea 
of  Okotfk,  where  it  is  capable  of  admitting  pretty 
large  veflels.  No  corn,  of  any  kind,  is  cultivated 
in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  and  the  Major  affured 
us,  that  his  was  the  only  garden  that  had  been 
planted.  In  general,  the  earth  was  covered  with 
fnow  ;  the  parts  which  were  free  from  it,  were  full 
of  black  turfy  hillocks.  We  faw  about  20  or  30 
cows,  and  the  commander  had  fix  good  horfes. 
Thefe,  and  their  dogs,  are  their  only  tame  animals  : 
being  obliged  to  keep  a  great  number  of  the  latter, 
they  can  rear  only  luch  cattle  as  are  a  match  for 
them  in  ftrength  and  fize.  For,  during  the  whole 
of  the  fummer  feafon,  the  dogs  are  turned  loofe, 
to  provide  entirely  tor  themfelves  ;  and  are  fbrne*- 
times  fo  ravenous,  that  they  will  even  venture  to 
attack  the  bullocks.  In  Bolcheretik  the  buildings 
are  all  in  the  fame  ftyle ;  they  conlilt  of  logs  of 
wood,  and  are  thatched.  The  Major's  houfe  is  con- 
iiderably  larger  than  the  reft,  and  has  three  capaci- 
ous rooms,  neatly  papered  ;  but  the  talc,  which 
covered  the  windows,  gave  tiiem  a  difagreeable  and 
mean  appearance.  The  town  confifts  of  low  build- 
ings, jri  rows  of  five  or  fix  habitations  each,  con- 
nected together  by  a  paflage  extending  the  whole 
length  of  them  ;  having  the  kitchen  and  ftore- 
houfe  on  one  fide,  and  the  dwelling  apartments  on 
the  other.  There  are  alfo  barracks  for  the  Rufllan 
foldiers  and  coffacks,  a  tolerable  church,  a  court- 
room ;  and,  at  the  end  of  the  town,  a  num- 
ber of  balagans.  The  number  of  the  inhabitants  is 
between  five  and  fix  hundred.  A  handfome  enter- 
tainment was  given  by  the  Major,  in  the  evening, 
to  which  were  invited  all  the  relpeclablc  inh^ibiunts 
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of  both  fexes.     The  next  day  we  made  a  private 
application  to  Fedofitfch,  the  merchant,  in  order  to 
purchafe  fome   tobacco ;    the  failors  having  been 
without  that  favourite  commodity  for  upwards  of 
a  year.     This,  however,  like  other  fimilar  tranf- 
aftions,  came  immediately  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
commander ;  and,  in  a  very  ihort  time  after,  we 
were  furprized  to  find  four  bags  of  tobacco  in  our 
houfe,  each  containing  upwards  of   100  pounds  ; 
which  the  Major  requefted  might  be  prefented  to 
our  failors,  in  his  name,  and   that  of  the  garrifon 
under  his  command.     By  the  fame  conveyance,  we 
received  20  loaves  of  fugar,  and  as  many  pounds  of 
tea,  which  they  requefted  the  officers  to  accept  of; 
as  they  underftood  that  we  were  almoft  deftitute  of 
thofe  articles.     A  prefent  was  alfo  fent  by  Madame 
Behm,    for    Captain   Clerke,    which   confifted  of 
honey,    butter,  figs,  rice,  and  other  articles ;  ac- 
companied with  her  beft  wiflies,  that,  in  his  infirm 
flate,  they  might  prove  ferviceable  to  him.     We 
ftrenuouily  endeavoured  to  oppofe  this  profufion  of 
bounty,  and  were  extremely  anxious  toreftrain  it ; 
fully  convinced  that  they  were  giving  us  almoft  the 
whole  ftock  of  their  garrifon.     But  the  anfwer  we 
received  from  the  Major,  on  thefe  occafions,  gene- 
rally was.  That  he  had  been  in  diftrefs  himfelf,  and 
he  was  fenlible  that  we  muft  now  be  in  that  fitua- 
tion.     The  length  of  time,  indeed,  fmce  we  had 
touched  at  any  known  port,  appeared  to  them  almoft 
incredible, and  feemed  to  require  the  evidence  of  our 
maps,  and  other  concurrent  circumftances,  to  ob- 
tain their  credit.     Among  the  latter,  weftiall  men- 
tion a  curious  fad,  which  Major  Behm  related  to 
us  this  morning,  and  which  he  faid  he  fliould  not 
have  known  how  to  account  for,  but  for  our  arri- 
val.    Among  the  people  of  the  north  of  Alia,  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  Tfchutfki  only  have  main- 
tained their  independence,  and  refifted  all  the  efforts 
of  the  RulTir^ns  to  reduce  thcra.     The  laft  attempt 
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was  in  1750,  and,  after  variety  of  temporary  ad- 
van  tasjes  on  each  fide,  the  Ruffian  forces  retreated, 
after  having  loft  their  commanding  officer.  The 
Ruffians  afterwards  removed  their  frontier  fortrefs, 
from  the  Anadyr  to  the  Ingiga,  a  river  which  runs 
into  the  northern  extremity  of  the  fea  of  OkotfK, 
and  gives  its  name  to  a  gulph,  weft  of  that  of  Pen- 
fliinlk.  On  the  day  of  our  arrival  at  Bolcheretlk, 
the  Major  had  received  difpatches  from  this  fort, 
acquainting  him,  that  a  party  of  the  Tfchutfki  had 
arrived  there,  with  voluntary  offers  of  friendfhip 
and  a  tribute.  That,  on  alking  the  caufe  of  fo  un- 
expefted  an  alteration  in  their  ientiments,  they  had 
acquainted  his  people,  that  two  large  Ruffian  boats 
had  vilited  them,  towards  the  end  of  the  preceding 
fummer ;  that  they  had  been  ihewn  the  greateft 
kindnefs  by  the  people  who  were  in  them,  and  had 
entered  into  a  league  of  amity  with  them ;  and 
that,  in  confequence  of  this,  they  came  to  the  Ruf- 
fian fort,  in  order  to  fettle  a  treaty  upon  terms 
agreeable  to  both  nations.  This  remarkable  tale 
had  given  rife  to  much  fpeculation,  both  at  Ingi- 
ginfls  and  Bolcheretlk  ;  and  muft  have  remained 
utterly  unintelligible,  had  it  not  been  elucidated  by 
us.  It  was  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  to  us,  to  have  thus 
fhewn  the  Ruffians,  even  by  accident,  the  beft  me- 
thod of  collecfing  tribute,  and  extending  their  do- 
minions ;  in  hopes  that  the  good  underftanding, 
which  this  event  has  produced,  may  refcue  a  brave 
people  from  fuch  powerful  invaders. 

This  day  being  Friday,  the  14th,  we  were  en- 
gaged to  dine  with  Captain  Shmaleflf,  who,  in  or- 
der to  vary  our  amufements,  entertained  us  with 
an  exhibition  of  dancing,  in  the  Ruffian  and  Kamt- 
fchadale  ftyle.  It  is  impoffible  to  convey  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  this  uncouth  exhibition.  The  figure 
of  the  Ruffian  dance,  refembled  thofe  of  our  horn- 
pipes, and  confifted  of  one,  two,  or  four  perfor- 
mers at  a  time*    Tljeir  ftcps  were  exceedingly  Ihort 
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and  quick,  their  feet  being  raifed  but  a  very  little 
way  from  the  ground  ;  their  arms  were  hung  down 
clofe  to  the  fides,  the  body  being  kept,  the  whole 
time,  erecl  and  immoveable,  except  when  the  per- 
formers pafled  each  other,  when  the  hand  was  Sud- 
denly raifed  with  an  awkward  motion.  But,  if  the 
Ruflian  dance  was  unmeaning  and  ridiculous,  the 
Kamtfchadale  was  infinitely  more  fo.  The  princi- 
pal aim,  in  their  performances,  is  to  reprefent  the 
clumfy  geftures  of  the  bear,  which  the  inhabitants  of 
this  country  have  frequent  opportunities  of  obferv- 
ing  in  various  fituations.  To  defcribe  the  awkward 
poftures,  exhibited  on  thefe  occafions,  would  ap- 
pear tedious  and  uninterefting.  In  general,  how- 
ever, the  body  was  bowed,  and  the  knees  bent, 
whilfl  the  arms  were  employed  in  imitating  the 
motions  of  that  awkward  animal.  Much  time  had 
been  fpent  in  our  journey  to  Bolcheretik,  and  be- 
ing informed  that  our  return  might,  perhaps,  be 
more  difiicult  and  tedious,  we  were  obliged  to  ac- 
quaint the  Major  this  evening,  with  our  intention 
of  departing  the  next  day.  We  could  not  think 
of  leaving  our  new  acquaintance  without  regret : 
and  were  agreeably  furprized,  when  the  Major  pro- 
mifed  to  accompany  us,  it  we  would  (Uy  but  one 
day  longer.  He  told  us,  that  he  had  made  up  his 
difpatches,  and  refigned  the  command  of  Kamt- 
fchatka  to  Captain  Shmaleff ;  having  made  the  ne- 
ceiTary  preparations  for  his  departure  to  Okotfk, 
which  was  fhortly  to  take  place  ;  but  that  he  fhould 
be  happy  in  poftponing  his  journey,  and  attending 
us  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul's,  in  order  to  be  fatis- 
fied,  that  nothing  which  could  be  done  to  ferve  us, 
Ihould  be  omitted.  For  the  articles  which  Mr. 
King  had  given  to  the  Major's  children,  he  received, 
the  next  morning,  a  moft  magnificent  Kamtfchadale 
drefs,  fuch  as  the  principal  Toions  wear  on  the  moft 
folemn  occafions.  This  habit,  as  we  were  informed 
by  Fedofitfch,  rauft  have  coft,  at  leaft,  120  roubles. 
^  He 
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He  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  was  prefented  with  a 
handfome  fable  muff,  as  a  prefent  from  his  daugh- 
ter. 

Saturday,  the  1 5th,  we  dined  with  the  comman- 
der, who,  willing  to  give  us  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  as  much  as  we  could  of  the  manners  and 
cuftoms  of  the  country,  invited  all  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  his  houfe  this  evening. 
The  dreffes  of  the  women  were  fplendid,  after  the 
Kamtfchadale  manner.  Captain  Shmaleff's  lady, 
and  the  wives  of  the  other  ofiicers  of  the  garrifon, 
were  drefled  in  a  pretty  tafte,  partly  in  the  Siberian, 
and  partly  in  the  European  mode.  Madame  Behm, 
in  particular,  appeared  in  a  grand  European  drefs. 
The  richnefs  and  variety  of  the  lilks  worn  by  the 
women,  as  well  as  the  fingularity  of  their  drefs, 
was  very  ftriking :  and  the  whole  had  the  air  of 
feme  enchanted  fcene,  in  the  midft  of  the  moftde» 
fert  and  dreary  country  in  the  univerfe.  The  en- 
tertainments of  this  night  were  dancing  and  fing- 
ing.  As  we  had  fixed  upon  the  next  morning  for 
our  departure,  we  retired  early  to  our  apartments, 
where  three  travelling  dreffes  prefented  themfelves 
to  our  view,  made  after  the  Kamtfchadale  mode, 
which  had  beeu  provided  for  us  by  the  commander. 
He  came  to  us  himfelf  foon  after,  to  fee  that  pro- 
per care  was  taken  in  packing  up  our  things.  We 
had,  indeed,  no  inconfiderable  load  of  baggage; 
for,  exclufive  of  his  liberal  prefents,  Captain  Shma- 
leff,  and  leveral  other  individuals,  fhewedusmany 
inftances  of  kindnefs  and  generoiity.  On  the  i6th, 
early  in  the  morning,  we  were  preparing  for  our 
departure,  when  we  were  invited  to  take  our  leave 
of  Madame  Behm,  in  our  paffage  to  the  boats. 
Already  impreffed  with  fentiments  of  the  warmeft 
gratitude,  for  the  benevolent  and  generous  treat- 
ment we  had  received  at  Bolcheretlk,  they  were 
much  heightened  by  the  affeding  fcene  which  fol- 
lowed.    On  quitting  our  apartments,  we  faw  all 
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the  foldiers  and  coflacks  of  the  garrifon  drawn  up 
on  one  fide  ;  and,  on  the  other,  were  all  the  male 
inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  their  beft  cloathing } 
the  whole  body  of  the  people  joining  in  a  melan- 
choly fong,  which,  we  were  informed,  it  was  ufuai 
to  ling  on  the  departure  of  friends.  Thus  we 
marched  till  we  arrived  at  the  commander's  houfe, 
preceded  by  the  drums  and  mufic  belonging  to  the 
garrifon.  Here  we  were  received  by  Madame  Behm, 
accompanied  by  feveral  ladies,  habited  in  long  filk 
cloaks,  lined  with  furs  of  various  colours ;  form- 
ing a  moft  fplendid  appearance.  Having  partook 
of  fome  refreihment  which  had  been  provided  for 
us,  wc  proceeded  to  the  water- fide,  attended  by 
the  ladies,  who  joined  with  the  reil  of  the  people 
in|the  fong ;  and,  having  taken  leave  of  Madame 
B8im,  after  affuring  her  that  the  fenfe  of  the  hof- 
pitality  of  Bolcheretfk  would  be  indelible  in  our 
hearts,  we  were  too  much  afFeded  not  to  hailen  into 
the  boats.  At  putting  off,  we  received  three  cheers^ 
which  we  immediately  returned  ;  and,  on  doubling 
a  point,  where  we  laft  beheld  our  friendly  enter- 
tainers, they  ftill  added  to  our  feelings,  by  a  fare- 
well cheer  !  On  our  retuin,  the  ftream  was  fo  ex- 
ceedingly rapid,  that,  notA\ith(landing  the  utmoft 
exertions  of  our  condud:ors,  we  did  not  arrive  at 
the  firft  village,  Opatchin,  till  the  17th  in  the  even- 
ing, which  did  not  exceed  the  rate  of  20  miles  a 
day.  On  the  19th,  we  reached  Natcheekin,  and 
crofTed  the  plain  to  Karatchin  on  the  20th.  The 
Foad  was  in  much  better  order  than  when  we  pafl'ed 
it  before,  as  it  froze  fmartly  in  the  night  of  the 
J  9th.  We  proceeded  down  the  Awatlka  river  on 
Friday,  the  21ft,  and  pafl'ed  over  the  ilioals,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  bay,  before  it  was  dark.  During 
the  whole  of  our  journey,  we  were  highly  pleafed 
with  the  willingnefs  and  alacrity,  with  which  the 
Toions  and  their  Kamtfchadalesaflifled  us  at  the  dif- 
ferent oftrogs.    On  feeing  the  Major,  joy  appeared 
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in  every  countenance ;  and  they  were  much  affected 
upon  being  informed   that  he  would  fhortly  leave 
them.     A  mefTenger  had  been  difpatched  from  Bol- 
cherctfk  to  Captain  Gierke,  acquainting  him  with 
the  nature  of  our  reception ;  and  that  the  Major 
intended  to  accompany  us  on  our  return  ;  apprizing 
him,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the  day  he  might  exped 
us.     We  obferved,  with  pleafure,  as  we  approached 
the  harbour,  all  our  boats  comins;  towards  us.    The 
men  were  all  clean,  and  the  officers  as  well  arrayed 
as  their  wardrobes  would  then  permit  them  to  be. 
The  Major  was  ftruck  at  the  healthy  appearance  of 
our  failors,  and  was  furprized  to  fee  that  many  of 
them  had  no  other  covering  than  a  fhirt  and  trow* 
fers,  though  it  actually  fnowed  at  that  very  inftant. 
Major  Behm  had  expreffed  an  inclination  to  vifit  the 
fhips  before  he  landed  ;  but,  being  informed  that 
Captain   Clerke  was   extremely  ill,  he  thought  it 
would  be  improper  to  difturb  him,  at  fo  late  an 
hour  ;  it  being  then  after  nine  o'clock.     Mr.  King 
therefore  attended  him  to  the  ferjeant*s  houfe,  and 
afterwards  went  on  board  to  communicate  to  Cap- 
tain Clerke  what  had  happened  at  Bolcheretfk.     He 
was  much  concerned  to  find  that,  during  his  ab- 
fence,  that  officer's  health  was  confiderably  impaired, 
inftead  of  growing  better,  as  we  flattered  ourfelves 
it  might,  from  undifturbed  repofe  in  the  harbour, 
and  a  milk  and  vegetable  diet.     The  next  morning, 
Mr.  King  conduci:ed  the  Major  to  the  ihips ;  where 
he  was  received  with  every  poffible  mark  of  diftinc- 
tion,  and  faluted  with  1 3  guns.     He  was  attended 
by  the  commander  of  a  Ruffian  gaUiot,  two  mer- 
chants from  Bolcheretik,  a  mafter  of  a  floop,  and 
the  prieft  of  the  village  of  Paratounca.     Having 
vifited  the  captain,  and  taken  a  view  of  the  two 
Clips,  he  returned  to  dine  on  board  the  Refolution. 
In  the  courfe  of  the  afternoon,  the  curiolities  which 
we  had  collected  were  fhewn  him,  and  an  affort- 
ment  of  each  article  prefcnted  to  him  by  Captain 
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Clerke.  Here  we  cannot  fupprefs  an  inftance  of 
great  generofity  and  gratitude  in  our  failors ;  who, 
being  informed  of  the  handfomeprefent  which  had 
been  made  them  by  the  Major,  voluntarily  requefted 
that  their  grog  might  be  witliheld,  and  their  allow- 
ance of  fpirits  prefented  to  the  garrifon  of  Bolche- 
retfk ;  faying  they  knew  brandy  was  extremely 
fcarcc  in  that  country,  the  foldiers  on  fhore  having 
offered  four  roubles  a  bottle  for  it.  We  could  not 
but  admire  this  extraordinary  facrifice,  knowing 
how  much  the  failors  felt,  when  abridged  or  de- 
prived of  their  grog.  Indeed,  they  never  had  that 
article  withheld  from  them  but  in  warm  weather, 
that  they  might  enjoy  a  greater  proportion  when  it 
was  moft  neceflary;  but  this  generous  propofal 
would  deprive  them  of  it,  even  in  the  inclement 
ieafon  we  had  naturally  to  exped  in  our  northern 
expedition.  The  oiEccrs,  however,  would  not  per- 
mit them  to  fuffer  by  their  generofity,  and  fubfti- 
tuted,  in  the  room  of  the  fmall  quantity  of  brandy^ 
which  the  Major  confented  to  accept,  an  equal 
quantity  of  rum.  A  dozen  or  two  of  Cape  wine 
for  Madame  Behm,  and  fome  other  trifling  prefents 
which  we  were  enabled  to  make,  -were  accepted 
with  great  politenefs.  The  tobacco  was  diftributed 
the  next  morning,  among  the  crews  of  both  veffels ; 
every  man  that  chewed  or  fmoked  tobacco  being 
allowed  three  pounds,  and  the  others  who  did  not, 
only  one.  We  have  already  obferved  that  the  Ma- 
jor had  religned  the  command  of  Kamtfchatka,  ar^d 
was  fpeedily  to  repair  to  Peterfburgh  ;  and  he  now 
expreiTed  his  willingnefs  to  convey  any  difpatches 
we  might  chufe  to  commit  to  his  care.  Such  an 
opportunity  was  not  to  be  neglected  ;  and  Captain 
Clerke  requefted  him  to  take  the  charge  of  fome 
papers  relative  to  our  voyage,  to  the  Britifli  ambaf- 
fador  at  the  RulTun  court.  At  firft,  we  intended  to 
tranfmit  only  a  coucife  journal  of  our  proceedings ; 
butj  after  mature  confideration.  Captain  Clerke  was 
«  of 
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of  opinion,  that  the  whole  account  of  our  difco- 
veries  might  fafely  be  committed  to  the  care  of  a 
man,  who  had  given  the  ftrongeft  proofs  of  probity 
and  virtue.  Confidering  alfo,  that  a  very  hazar- 
dous part  of  the  voyage  was  IHU  to  be  performed, 
he  refoived  to  fend,  by  him,  the  whole  of  Captain 
Cook*s  journal ;  together  with  his  own,  from  the 
death  of  that  commander,  till  our  arrival  at  Kamtf- 
chatka  ;  and  alfo  a  chart  of  our  difcoveries.  Mr. 
Bayly  and  Mr.  King  alfo  determined  to  fend  an  ac- 
count of  our  proceedings  to  the  board  of  longitude. 
From  thefe  precautions,  had  any  accident  befallen 
us,  the  admiralty  would  have  become  polfeiTed  of 
the  principal  facls  of  our  voyage.  It  was  farther 
refoived,  that  a  fmaller  packet  fhould  be  diipatched 
from  Okotlk,  which  the  Major  fuppofed  would 
reach  Peterfburgh  by  December ;  and  that  he  ex- 
peeled  to  arrive  there  himfelf  in  February  or  March. 
The  Major  was  entertained  alternately  in  the  two 
fhips,  as  well  as  we  were  able,  the  three  follovf^ing 
days.  On  Thurfday,  the  25th,  he  departed,  and 
was  faluted  with  1 3  guns  i  the  failors,  at  their  own 
requeil:,  exprefling  their  regard  for  him  by  three 
cheers.  Mr.  Kmg  and  Mr.  Webber  attended  him, 
the  next  morning,  fome  few  miles  up  the  Awatfka 
river,  where  the  Ruffian  pricft  and  his  family  were 
waiting  to  bid  a  lall  adieu  to  their  commander. 
When  taking  our  leave  of  the  Major,  it  is  difficult 
to  fay,  whether  the  worthy  prieft  and  his  family  or 
ourfelves  were  moft  affefted.  Though  our  ac- 
quaintance had  been  of  fhort  duration,  his  behavi- 
our had  infpired  us  with  the  higheft  eileem  for  him  ; 
and  we  could  not  part  (perhaps  for  ever)  with  one, 
to  whom  we  were  under  fuch  infinite  obligations, 
without  indulging  the  moft  tender  feelings.  Ex- 
clulive  of  the  llores,  which  might  probably  be  car- 
ried to  a  public  account,  the  value  of  the  private 
prefents  he  beftowed  on  us,  muft  have  amounted  to 
upwards  of  200  pounds.  But,  however  cxtraor* 
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dinary  this  generofity  may  appear,  it  was  exceeded 
by  his  delicacy  in  conferring  favours,  and  his  inge- 
nious endeavours  to  prevent  our  feeling  the  weight 
of  obligations,  which  he  knew  we  were  unable  to 
requite.  In  fupporting  a  public  character,  and 
maintaining  the  honour  of  his  fovereign,  he  is  ftill 
more  entitled  to  our  admiration,  as  he  was  actuated 
by  fentiments  the  moll  noble  and  enlarged.  The 
fervice  in  which  we  were  engaged,  he  told  us,  was 
for  the  general  benefit  of  mankind  ;  and  entitled  us 
to  the  offices  of  humanity,  and  the  privileges  of 
citizens,  in  whatever  country  we  might  be  driven. 
That,  by  affording  us  fuch  relief  as  was  in  his 
power,  he  was  certain  that  he  was  acling  agreeably 
to  the  wifhes  of  his  emprefs  ;  and  that  he  could  not 
fo  entirely  forget  her  chara<^er,  or  his  own  honour, 
as  to  barter  for  the  performance  of  a  duty.  Among 
other  things,  he  laid,  he  made  a  particular  point  of 
fetting  a  good  example  to  the  Kamtfchadales,  who 
were  ju(i  emerging  from  a  ftate  of  barbarifm  5  that 
they  confidered  the  Hufiians  as  their  patterns,  in 
<Every  refpeft  ;  and  that  he  hoped  they  would,  ii> 
future,  think  it  a  duty  incumbent  on  them  to  ren- 
der Grangers  every  alliftance  in  their  power,  and 
believe  it  to  be  the  uniyerfal  practice  of  ?ill  poliflied 
and  civilized  nations.  The  Major  having,  fofaras 
he  was  capable,  relieved  oui'  prefent  diftrefles,  he 
was  not  unmindful  of  our  future  wants ;  and,  ima- 
gining we  ihould  not  J3e  able  to  difcover  the  paffage 
we  were  in  fearch  of,  and  that  we  fhould  return  to 
Kamtfchatka;  he  procured  from  Captain  Gierke, 
^he  particulars  of  what  flour  and  cordage  he  fhould 
want,  promifm^  to  fend  them  from  Okotfk,  to 
wait  piir  aniyal.  He  alfo  prefented  the  captain 
with  a  written  paper,  enjoining  every  RufTian  fubr 
jecl  to  afTift  us  to  the  utmofl  of  their  abilities. 
Having  thus  given  a  narrative  of  the  journey  of  our 
party  to,  and  their  return  from  Bolcheretfk,  their 
''^ception  there,  and  the  departure  of  Major  Behm, 
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we  fhall  now  recount  the  tranfactions  which  pafTed 
at  Petropaulowfka  during  our  abfence. 

On  Friday,  the  7th  of  May,  not  long  after  we  had 
quitted  the  bay  of  Awatlka,  a  great  piece  of  ice  drove 
againft  the  llefolution,  and  brought  home  the  fmall 
bower  anchor ;  in  confequence  of  which  the  other 
anchor  was  weighed,  and  the  fhip  was  moored  again. 
The  carpenters,  who  were  occupied  in  Hopping  the 
leak,  were  under  the  neceflity  of  taking  off  great 
part  of  the  fheathing  from  the  bows  ;  and  many  of 
the  trunnels  were  found  to  be  fo  loofe  and  rotten, 
that  they  were  drawn  out  eafily  with  the  fingers.    On 
Tuefday  the  nth,  heavy  gales  blew  from  the  N.  E* 
which  obliged  both  vellels  to  ftrike  their  yards  and 
top-mafts  ;  but  the  weather  becoming  more  mo- 
derate in  the  afternoon,  and  the  ice  having  drifted 
away  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  of  Petro- 
paulowfka, they  warped  clofe  to  the  Ihore  for  the 
greater  convenience  of  procuring  wood  and  water^ 
and  again  moored,  as  before;  the  mouth  of  the 
bay  fliut  in  by  the  moft  foutherly  point  of  Rako- 
wina  harbour,  bearing  S.  and  the  town  N.  half  W* 
at  the  diftance  of  half  a  mile.     On   the   12th,  a 
party  was  detached  to  cut  wood,  but  made  little 
progrefs  in  that  fervice,  on  account  of  the  fnow, 
which  ftill  covered  the  ground.     A  convenient  fpot, 
abreaft  of  the  fhips,  was  cleared,  where  there  was 
a  good  run  of  water  ;  and  a  tent  being  pitched  for 
the  cooper,  the  empty  calks  were  landed,  and  the 
fail-makers  fent  afhore.     On  Saturday,  the  1 5th,  as 
the  beach  was  then  clear  of  ice,  a  party  was  lent  to 
haul  the  feine,  and  caught  a  plentiful  fupply  of  fine 
flat-fifh  for  the  companies  of  both  fliips.     From  this 
time,  indeed,  till  w€  quitted  the  harbour,  we  were 
even  overpowered  with  the  great  quantities  of  filh 
which  came  in  from  every  quarter.     The  Toions, 
both  of  this  town,  and  of  Paratouncii,  a  neigh- 
bouring village,  had  received  orders  from   Major 
Behm  to  employ,  in  our  fervice,  all  the  Kamtfcha- 
12  L  a  dales  5 
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dales  ;  fo  that  it  frequently  Iiappened,  tliat  we  could 
not  take  into  the  fliips  the  prelents  which  were  fent 
us.  They  generally  confiiled  of  herrings,  trout, 
flaC-fifh,  and  cod.  The  former,  which  were  in  their 
higheil  perfection,  and  of  a  delicious  flavour,  were 
in  extreme  plenty  in  this  bay.  The  people  of  the 
Difcovery,  at  one  time,  furrounded  fuch  an  amaz- 
ing quantity  in  their  feme,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  throw  out  a  very  conficferable  number,  left  the 
net  fhould  be  broken  to  pieces  ;  and  the  cargo  they 
landed  was  ftill  fo  abundant,  that,  befides  having 
a  fuflicient  ftock  for  immediate  ufe,  they  filled  as 
many  cafks  as  they  could  conveniently  fpare  for 
faking  ;  and,  after  fending  on  board  the  Refolution 
a  tolerable  quantity  for  the  flime  purpofe,  they  left 
behind  feveral  bulhels  upon  the  beach. 

The  ice  and  fnow  now  ben^an  rapidly  to  difap- 
pear,  and  plenty  of  nettle-tops,  celery,  and  wild 
garlick,  were  gathered  for  the  ufe  of  the  crews  ; 
which  being  boiled  with  portable  foup  and  wheat, 
f urniflied  them  wath  an  excellent  and  falutary  break- 
faft ;  and  with  this  they  were  every  morning  fup- 
plied.  The  birch-trees  were  alio  tapped,  and  the 
Iweet  juice,  of  which  they  produced  great  quanti- 
ties, was  conftantly  mixed  with  the  brandy  allowed 
to  the  men.  On  the  i6th,  a  fmall  bullock  was 
killed,  which  the  ferjeant  had  procured  for  the 
ftips'  companies.  Its  weight  was  272  pounds.  It 
was  ferved  out  to  both  the  crews  for  their  Sunday's 
dinner,  and  was  the  firlt  frefii  beef  which  they  had 
tafted  fmce  the  departure  of  our  veflTels  from  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  December,  1776  ;  a  period 
of  almoft  two  years  and  a  half.  This  evening  John 
Macintofh,  the  carpenter's  mate  expired,  after  hav- 
ing been  afflicted  with  a  dyfentery  ever  fmce  we 
had  left  the  Sandwich  Ifles.  He  was  a  peaceable 
and  induftrious  man,  and  greatly  regretted  by  his 
meffmates.  Though  he  was  the  fourth  perfon  that 
we  had  loli  by  ficknefs  during  our  voyage,  he  was 

the 
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the  firft  who,  from  his  age  and  conftitution,  could 
be  faid  to  have  had,  on  our  fetting  out,  an  equal 
chance  of  life  with  the  reft  of  his  companions. 
Watman  was  fuppofed  by  us  to  be  about  60  years 
old ;  and  Roberts,  and  Mr,  Anderfon,  from  the  de- 
cUne  which  had  manifeftly  commenced  before  our 
departure  from  England,  moil;  probably  could  not, 
under  any  circumilances,  have  lived  to  a  later  pe- 
riod than  they  did. 

Captain  Gierke's  health  continuing  daily  to  de* 
cline,  notvvithftanding  the  falutary  change  of  diet 
which  Kamtfchatka  afforded  him,  the  prieft  of  Pa- 
ratounca,  as  foon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  weak 
ftate  he  \vas  in,  fupplied  him  every  day  with  milk, 
bread,  fowls,  and  frefli  butter,  though  his  habita- 
tion was  16  miles  from  the  harbour  where  our  fhips 
wereftationed.  On  our  arrival,  the  Ruffian  hofpi- 
tal,  near  the  town  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  was  in 
a  very  deplorable  ftate.  All  the  foldiers  were,  in 
a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  affii^fed  with  the  fcurvy, 
many  being  in  the  laft  ftage  of  that  diforder.  The 
reft  of  the  Ruffian  inhabitants  were  likewife  in 
a  fimilar  condition  ;  and  we  obferved,  that  our 
friend  the  ferjeant,  by  drinking  too  freely  of  the 
fpirits  he  had  received  from-  us,  had  brought  on 
himfelf,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  feveral  of  the 
raoft  alarming  fymptoms  of  that  difeafe.  Captain 
Gierke,  defirous  of  relieving  them  from  this  la- 
mentable ftate,  put  them  all  under  the  care  of  our 
furgeons,  and  gave  orders,  that  a  fupply  of  four 
krout,  and  malt,  for  wort,  fhould  be  furniftied  for 
their  ufe.  A  furprifmg  alteration  foon  took  place 
in  the  figures  of  moft  of  them  ;  and  their  fpeedy 
recovery  was  chiefly  attributed  to  the  effedts  of  the 
fvveet  wort. 

On  Tuefday,  the  ift  of  June,  250  poods,  or  9,000 
pounds  weight  of  rye  flour,  were  brought  on  board 
the  PLcfolution  ;  and  the  Difcovery  received  a  pro- 
portional quantity.     We  were  fupplied  with  this 

flour 
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flour  from  the  ftores  of  Petropaulowjfka.     The  men 
were  now  put  on   their  full   allowance  of  bread, 
which,  from  the  time  of  our  leaving  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  they  had  not  been  indulged  in.     The 
fame  day,  we  compleated  our  ftock  of  water,  6^ 
tons  having  been  conveyed  on  board.     Friday,  the 
4th,  we  had  frefh  breezes,  and  heavy  rains,  fo  that 
we  were  difappointed  in  our  defign  of  drefiing  the 
fliips,  and  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  firing 
21  guns,  in  honour  of  His  Majeily's  birth-day,  and 
celebrating  it,  in  other  refpects,  in  the  beft  manner 
we  could.     Port,  who,  on  account  of  his  fkill  in 
languages,  was  left  with  us,  partook,  as  well  as  the 
ierjeant,  (in   the  capacity  of  commandant  of  the 
place)  of  the  entertainment  of  the  day.     The  wor- 
thy prieft  of  Paratounca,   having  been  informed 
that  it  was  the  anniverfary  of  our  fovereign's  birth, 
gave  likewife  a  fumptuous  feaft,  at  which  feveral 
of  our  gentlemen  were  prefent,  who  were  highly 
pleafed  with  their  entertainment,  of  which  dancing 
formed  a  part.     On  the  6th,  20  head  of  cattle  ar- 
rived, having  been  fent  us,  by  the  directions  of  the 
commander,    from    the  Verchnei   oftrog,    which 
Hands  on  the  river  Kamptfchatka,  at  the  diftance  of 
almoft  a  hundred  miles  from  this  place.     Thefe  cat- 
tle  were  of   a  moderate   fize ;    and,    though  the 
Kamtfchadales  had  been    17  days  in  driving  them 
down  to  the  harbour,  were  in  good  condition  when 
they  arrived.     The  four  fuccecding  days  were  em- 
ployed in  making  preparations  for  putting  to  fea; 
and  on  Friday,  the  nth,  about  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  we  began  to  unmoor.     Before,  however, 
we  had  got  up  one  anchor,  fo  violent  a  gale  fprung 
up  from  the  N.  E.  that  we  thought  proper  to  moor 
again,  fuppofmg,  from  the  pofition  of  the  entrance 
of  the  bay,  that  the  current  of  wind  would,  in  all 
probability,  fet  up  the  channel.     The  pinnace  was 
difpatched  to  examine  the  paflage,  and  returned 
with  intelligence,  that  the  wind  blew  violently  from 

the 
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the  S.  E.  with  a  great  fvvell,  fctting  into  the  bay  ; 
fb  that  any  attempt  to  get  out  to  lea  would  have 
been  attended  with  coniiderable  rifque.  Mr.  Port 
now  took  his  leave  of  us,  carrying  with  him  the 
box  containing  the  journals  of  our  voyage,  which 
Major  Behm  was  to  take  charge  of,  and  the  packet 
that  was  to  be  forwarded  by  exprefs.  On  the  12th, 
the  gale  having  abated,  we  began  unmooring  again; 
but,  after  having  broken  the  mefl'enger,  and  reeved 
a  running  purchafe  with  a  fix  inch  haufer,  which 
iikewife  broke  three  times,  we  were,  at  lall,  under 
the  neceffity  of  heaving  a  flrain  at  low  water,  and 
waiting  for  the  flowing  of  the  tide  to  raife  the  an- 
chor. This  meafure  fucceeded,  though  not  with- 
out damaorin":  the  cable.  About  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  the  belt  bower  was  weighed,  and 
we  fet  fail ;  but,  at  eight,  the  tide  making  againft 
us,  and  the  wind  being  inconliderable,  we  anchored 
again  in  ten  fathoms  water,  off  the  mouth  of  Ra- 
kowina  harbour :  the  oftrog  being  at  the  diftance  of 
between  two  and  three  miles,  bearing  N.  by  E.  half 
E.  the  elevated  rock  on  the  wertern  fide  of  the  paf- 
fage,  bearing  S.  and  the  needle  rocks,  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  paflage,  S.  S.E.  half  E. 

On  Sunday,  the  1 3th,  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  we 
got  under  way  with  the  tide  of  ebb  ;  and,  as  there 
was  a  perfect  calm,  the  boats  were  difpatched  a- 
head  for  the  purpofe  of  towing  the  ihips.  About 
10,  a  f  juth-eafterly  wind  fpringing  up,  and  the 
tide  having  turned,  we  were  obliged  to  let  go  our 
anchors  again,  in  feven  fathoms ;  the  oflrog  bear- 
ing N.  half  E.  at  the  diftance  of  a  mile  from  the 
land  that  was  neareft  to  us ;  and  the  three  needle 
rocks  being  in  the  diredion  of  S.  half  E.  In  the 
afternoon.  Captain  Gore  and  Lieutenant  King  landed 
on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  palfage,  where  they  obferved, 
in  two  different  places,  the  remains  of  fjpacious  vil- 
lages ;  and,  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  they  ^faw  an  old 
f yined  parapet,  with  four  oif  ^ve  embrafures.     It 
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had  guns  mounted  on  it  in  Beering's  time,  as  that 
navigator  himfclf  informs  us  ;  and  commanded  the 
paffage  up  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  Not  far  from 
this  fpot,  were  the  ruins  of  lubterraneous  caverns, 
which  our  two  gentlemen  conjectured  to  have  been 
magazines.  About  lix  o'clock,  P.  M,  \\^  weighed 
anchor,  with  the  ebb  tide,  and  turned  to  windward  ; 
but,  two  hours  after,  a  thick  fog  coming  on,  we 
were  under  the  neceflity  of  bringing  to,  our  found- 
ings not  affording  us  a  fufficient  direction  for  fteer- 
ing  betwixt  feveral  funken  rocks,  fituated  on  each 
fide  of  the  paffage  we  were  to  make.  The  next 
morning,  the  fog  in  fome  degree  difperling,  we 
weighed  as  foon  as  the  tide  began  to  ebb ;  and, 
there  being  little  wind,  the  boats  were  fent  a-head 
to  tow  ;  but,  about  lo  o'clock,  both  the  wind  and 
tide  fet  in  fo  ftrong  from  the  fea,  that  we  were  once 
more  obliged  to  caft  anchor,  in  13  fathoms  water, 
the  high  rock  being  at  the  diftance  of  lix  furlongs, 
in  the  direction  of  W.  one  quarter  S.  We  conti- 
nued, during  the  remainder  of  the  day, 'in  this 
fituation,  the  wind  blowing  freih  into  the  mouth 
of  the  bay.  Towards  the  evening,  the  weather  was 
extremely  dark  and  cloudy  with  an  unfettled  wind. 
On  the  15th,  we  were  furprized,  before  day-light, 
with  a  rumbling  noife,  that  refembled  diftant  thun- 
der ;  and  when  the  day  appeared,  we  found  that 
the  lides  and  decks  of  our  fhips  were  covered,  near 
an  inch  thick,  with  a  line  dull  like  emery.  The 
air  was  at  the  fame  time  loaded  and  obfcured  with 
this  fubftance  ;  and,  towards  the  volcano  mountain, 
which  ftands  to  the  northward  of  the  harbour,  it 
was  exceedingly  thick  and  black,  infomuchthat  we 
were  unable  to  diftinguilli  the  body  of  the  hill. 
About  12  o'clock,  and  during  the  afternoon,  the 
loudnefs  of  the  explofions  increafed  -,  and  they  were 
fucceeded  by  fnowers  of  cinders,  which,  in  gene- 
ral, were  of  the  fize  of  peas,  though  many  of  thofc 
that  were  picked  up  frQiu  the  deck  were  larger  than 

a  hazel 
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a  hazel  nut.     Several  fmall  ftones,  which  had  un- 
dero-one  no  alteration  from  the  action  of  fire,  fell 
with  the  cinders.     In  the  evening  we  had  dreadful 
claps  of  thunder,  and   vivid  flafhes  of  lightning, 
"wliich,  with  the  darknefs  of  the  Iky,  and  the  ful- 
phureous  fmell  of  the  air,  produced  a  very  awful 
and  tremendous  effect.     Our  diftance  from  the  foot 
of   the  mountain  was,  at  this  time,  about  eight 
leagues.     On  the   i6th,  at  day-break,  we  got  up 
our  anchors,  and  flood  out  of  the  bay  ;  but  the 
wind  falling,  and  the  tide  of  ebb  fetting  acrofs  the 
paffage  on  the  eaftern  fliore,  we  were  driven  very 
near  the  three  needle  rocks,  fituated  on  that  fide  of 
the  entrance,  and  were  under  the  neceflity  of  hoift- 
ing  out  the  boats,  for  the  purpofe  of  towing  the 
Ihips  clear  of  them.     At  12  o'clock,  we  were  at 
the  difl:ance  of  fix  miles  from  the  land ;  and  our 
depth  of  water  was  43  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of 
fmall  ftones,  of  the  fame  kind  with  thofe  which  had 
fallen   upon  our  decks,  after  the  late  eruption  of 
the  volcano.    The  country  had  now  a  very  different 
appearance  from  what  it  had  on  our  firft  arrival. 
The  fnow,  except  what  remained  on  the  fummits  of 
fome  very  lofty  mountains,  had  vanilhed  -,  and  the 
fides  of  the  hills,  which   abounded  with  wood  in 
many  parts,  were  covered  with  a  beautiful  verdure. 
As  our  commander  intended  to  keep  in  fight  of  the 
coaft  of   Kamtfchatka,    as  much   as  the  weather 
would  allow,  in  order  to  afcertain  its  pofition,  we 
continued  to  (leer  towards  the  N.  N.  E.  with  varia- 
ble light  winds,  till  Friday,  the  i8th.     The  volcano 
was  Hill  obferved  to  throw  up  immenfe  volumes  of 
fmoke  ;  and  we  did  not  flrike  ground  with  150 
fathoms  of  line,  at  the  diftance  of  12  miles  from 
the  Ihore.     This  day  the  wind  blew  freiii  from  the 
S.  and  the  weather  became  fo  thick  and  hazy,  that 
it  was  imprudent  to  make  any  fm'ther  attempts  at 
prefent  to  keep  in  fight  of  the  land.     However, 
that  we  might  be  ready,  v.'henever  the  fog  fhould 
No.  77.  12  M  clear 
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clear  up,  to  refume  our  furvey,  we  ran  on  in  the 
direction  of  the  coaft,  (as  reprefented  in  the  Ruffian 
charts)  and  fired  iignal  guns  for  the  Difcovery  to 
proceed  on  the  fame  courfe.  At  ii  o'clock,  jufl 
before  we  Toll  fight  of  land,  Cheepoonfkoi  Nofs, 
fo  denominated  by  the  Ruffians,  was  at  the  diflance 
of  feven  or  eight  leagues,  bearing  N.  N.  E.  On 
the  2oth,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  wea- 
ther becoming  clearer,  we  flood  in  towards  the 
land ;  and,  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  afterwards,  faw 
it  a-head,  extending  from  N.  W.  to  N.  N.  E.  at  the 
diftance  of  about  five  leagues.  The  northern  part 
we  conjeclured  to  be  Kronotfkoi  Nofs  ;  its  pofition 
in  the  Ruffian  charts,  nearly  agreeing  with  our 
reckoning  in  r^fpcft  to  its  latitude,  which  was  54 
deg.  42  min.  N.  though,  in  point  of  longitude,  we 
differed  confiderably  from  them  ^  for  they  place  it  i 
deg.  48  min.  E.  of  Awatfka  ;  whereas  our  compu- 
tation makes  it  3  deg.  34  min.  E.  of  that  place,  or 
162  deg.  lymin.E.  ofGreenwich.  Theland  about 
this  cape  is  very  elevated,  and  the  inland  moun- 
tains were,  at  this  time,  covered  with  fnow.  There 
is  no  appearance  of  inlets  or  bays  in  the  coaft  ;  and 
the  fiiore  breaks  off  in  fteep  cliffs.  We  had  not 
long  been  gratified  with  this  view  of  the  land,  when 
the  wind  frefhened  from  the  S.  W.  bringing  on  a 
thick  fog,  which  obliged  us  to  ftand  off  in  the  di- 
rection of  N.  E.  by  E.  The  fog  difperfing  about 
noon,  we  again  fleered  for  the  land,  expecting  to 
fall  in  with  Kamtfchatfkoi  Nofs,  and  gained  a  fight 
of  it  at  day-break  on  the  21ft.  The  S.  W.  wind 
being  foon  after  fucceeded  by  a  light  breeze  that 
blew  off  the  land,  we  were  prevented  from  ap- 
proaching the  coaft  fufficiently  near  to  determine  its 
direction,  or  defcribe  its  afpect.  At  noon,  our 
long,  was  163  deg.  ^o  min.  and  our  lat.  5^  deg.  52 
min.  the  extremes  of  the  land  bore  N.  W.  by  W. 
three  quarters  W.  and  N.  by  W.  thi-ee  quarters  W. 
and  the  neareft  p.irt  was  at  the  diftance  of  about  24 

miles. 
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miles.  At  nine  in  the  evening,  when  we  had  ap- 
proached about  6  miles  nearer  the  coaft,  it  ap- 
peared to  form  a  projecting  peninfula,  and  to  extend 
II  or  12  leagues  in  the  direction  nearly  of  N.  and 
S.  It  is  level,  and  of  a  moderate  elevation  •,  the 
fouthern  extreme  terminates  in  a  low  floping  point ; 
that  to  the  northward  forms  a  fteep  bluff  head  ;  and 
between  them,  lo  or  12  miles  to  the  S.  of  the  nor- 
thern cape,  there  is  a  confiderable  break  in  the 
land.  On  both  fides  of  this  break,  the  land  is  low. 
A  rem.arkable  hill,  refembling  a  faddle,  rifes  beyond 
the  opening;  and  a  chain  of  lofty  mountains,  cap- 
ped with  fnovv,  extends  along  the  back  of  the  whole 
peninfula.  As  the  coaft  runs  in  an  even  direction, 
we  were  uncertain  with  refpect  to  the  pofition  of 
Kamtfchatlkoi  Nofs,  which,  according  to  Mr.  Mul- 
ler,  forms  a  projeding  point  towards  the  middle  of 
the  peninfula ;  but  we  afterwards  found,  that,  in  a 
late  Rullian  map,  that  appellation  is  given  to  the 
fouthern  cape.  The  latitude  of  this,  from  feveral 
accurate  obfervations,  was  56  deg.  3  min.  and  its 
longitude,  163  deg.  20  min.  To  the  S.  of  this 
peninfula,  the  great  river  Kamtfchatka  runs  into 
the  fea.  The  feafon  being  too  far  advanced  for  us 
to  make  an  accurate  furvey  of  the  coaft  of  Kamtf- 
catka,  it  was  the  deiign  of  Captain  Gierke,  on  our 
courfe  to  Beering's  Straights,  to  afcertain  chiefly 
the  refpe6tive  lituations  of  the  projedling  points  of 
the  coaft.  We  therefore  fteered  acrofs  a  fpacious 
bay,  laid  down  between  Kamtfchatfkoi  Nofs  and 
Olutorfkoi  Nofs,  with  a  view  of  making  the  latter ; 
which  is  reprefented  by  the  Ruffian  geographers,  as 
terminating  the  peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka,  and  as 
being  the  fouthern  limit  of  the  country  of  the 
Koriacs. 

On  Tuefday,  the  2  2d,  we  pafTed  a  dead  whale, 

which  emitted  a  moft   horrible  fmell,  perceiveable 

at  the  diftance  of  three  or  four  miles.     It  was  co-. 

vered  with  a  very  confiderable  numbei  of  gulls, 
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petrels,  and  other  oceanic  birds,  which  were  re? 
gaUng  themfelves  upon  it.  On  the  24th,  the  wind, 
which  had  fhifted  about  during  the  three  precedi' 
ing  days,  fettled  at  S.  W.  bringing  on  clear  wea- 
ther, with  which  we  proceeded  towards  theN.  E.  by 
N.  acrofs  the  bay,  having  no  land  in  light.  In  the 
Gourfe  of  this  day  we  obferved  a  great  number  of 
gVills,  and  were  difgufted  with  the  indelicate  man- 
ner of  feeding  of  the  arAic  gull,  which  has  pro» 
cured  it  the  appellation  of  the  parafite.  This  birdj 
which  is  rr-ther  larger  than  the  common  gull,  pur- 
sues the  latter  fpecies  whenever  it  meets  them ;  the 
gull,  after  flying  about  for  fome  time,  with  loud 
fcreams,  and  manifeft  indicatins  of  extreme  terror, 
drops  its  excrement,  which  its  purfuer  inftantly 
darts  at,  and  catches  in  his  beak  before  it  fails  into 
the  fea. 

On  Friday,  the  25th,  at  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  when 
in  the  latitude  of  59  deg.  12  min.  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  168  deg.  ^^  min.  a  very  thick  fag  came  on, 
about  the  time  we  expected  to  obtain  a  view  of 
Olutorfkoi  Nofs,  which  (if  Muller's  poiition  of  it, 
in  the  latitude  of  59  deg.  30  min,  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  167  deg.  36  min.  is  right)  could  thrn  i  ave 
been  only  1 2  leagues  from  us ;  at  which  diftduce, 
we  might  eafily  have  difcerned  lanri  of  a  moderate 
height.  Our  depth  of  water,  at  prefent,  was  fo 
great,  that  we  had  no  ground  v/ith  160  tathoms  of 
line.  The  fog  ftill  continuing,  prevented  us  from 
ipiaking  a  nearer  approach  to  the  land,  and  we 
fleered  E.  by  N.  at  five  o'clock,  which  is  a  little 
more  eafterly  than  the  Riiflian  charts  feprefent  the 
trending  of  the  coaft  from  Olutorfkoi  Nofs  The 
next  day,  a  frefli  gale  blew  from  the  S.  W.  which 
lafted  till  noon  on  the  27th,  when  the'weaiher 
clearing  up,  we  fleered  ta  the  N.  with  an  intention 
bf  making  the  land.  Our  latitude,  at'  this  time^ 
was  59  deg.  49  min.  and  our  longitude  175  degi, 
43  min.  Though  we  faw  fome  fiiags  in  the  morn- 
■  ■  '-'.:■■-  :.     ■      ■    ■    ingj 
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ing,  which  are  imagined  never  to  fly  far  from  the 
land,  yet  there  was  no  appearance  ot  it  during  the 
whole  day.  However,  the  next  morning,  about 
fix  o'clock,  we  had  fight  of  it  towards  the  N.  W. 
The  coalt  appeared  in  hills  of  a  moderate  elevation  j 
but  inland,  others  were  obferved  conliderably 
higher.  The  fnow  lying  in  patches,  and  ho  wood 
being  perceived,  the  land  had  a  very  barren  afped:. 
At  nine  o'clock,  we  were  ten  or  eleven  miles  from 
the  ftiore,  the  fov\thern  extreme  bearing  W.  by  S. 
about  lix  leagues  diftant,  beyond  which  the  coaft* 
feemed  to  incline  to  the  W.  This  point  being  ia 
the  longitude  of  1 74  deg.  48  min.  and  in  the  lati- 
tude of  61  deg.  48  min.  is  fituated  according  to  the 
Ruffian  charts,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  OpukaJ.^ 
The  northern  extremity,  at  the  fame  time,  bore  N. 
by  W.  between  vt'hich,  and  a  hill  bearing  N.  W.  by 
W.  quarter  W.  the  coaft  appeared  to  bend  towards 
the  W.  and  form  a  deep  bay.  At  the  diftance  of 
about  eight  miles  from  the  land  we  obferved  a 
iirong  ripphng  ;  and  being  under  apprehenfions  of 
meeting  with  foul  ground,  we  made  fail  to  the  N. 
E.  along  the  coaft.  On  heaving  the  lead,  we  found 
the  depth  of  water  to  be  24  fathoms,  over  a  bottom 
of  gravel.  We  therefore  concluded,  that  the  ap- 
pearance above-mentioned,  was  occafioned  by  a  tide, 
then  running  to  the  fouthward.  At  noon,  the  ex- 
tremes of  the  land  bearing  W.  S.  W.  and  N.  N.  E. 
we  were  abreaft  of  the  low  land,  which,  we  now 
obferved,  joined  the  two  points,  where  we  iiad  be- 
fore expected  to  difcover  a  deep  bay.  The  coafif 
bends  a  little  towards  the  W.  and  has  a  fmall  inlet^ 
which  is,  perhaps,  the  mouth  of  fome  inconlider^: 
able  river.  Our  longitude  was  now  175  deg.  43. 
min.  and  our  latitude  61  deg.  56  min.  During  the 
afternoon,  we  continued  our  courfe  along  the  coaft, 
which  exhibited  an  appearance  of  fterility,  and  th^, 
hills  rofeto  a  confiderabie  elevation  inland,  but  thd 
clouds  on  their  tops  prevented  us  from  determining 
^  z  their 
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their  height,  About  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
{qme  of  our  people  thought  they  faw  land  to  the  E. 
by  N.  upon  which  we  flood  to  the  fouthward  of  E. 
but  it  proved  to  be  nothing  more  than  a  fog  bank. 
At  midnight,  the  extreme  point  bearing  N.  E,  quar- 
ter E.  we  conjectured  that  it  was  St.  Thadeus's 
Nofs  ;  to  the  S.  of  which  the  land  inclines  towards 
the  W.  forming  a  deep  bight,  wherein  the  river 
Katirka,  according  to  the  charts  publiihed  by  the 
Rufiians,  is  fituated.  On  Tuefday  the  29th,  the 
weather  was  unfettled,  with  the  wind  at  the  N.  E. 
point.  On  the  30th,  at  nonn,  we  obferved  in 
longitude  1 80  deg.  and  latitude  6 1  deg.  48  min.  At 
this  time,  St.  Thadeus's  Nofs  bore  N.  N.  W.  at  the 
diftance  of  23  leagues ;  and  beyond  it  we,perceived 
the  coaft  extending  almoft  directly  N.  Ihe  eaftern- 
moft  point  of  the  Nofs  is  in  the  latitude  of  62  deg.  50 
min.  and  in  the  longitude  of  179  deg.  The  land 
about  it,  from  its  being  difcerned  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance, may  juftly  be  fuppofed  to  be  of  a  confider- 
able  height.  During  this  and  the  preceding  day, 
we  faw  numbers  of  fea-horfes,  whales,  and  feals ; 
alfo  albatrofles,  gulls,  fea-parrots,  guillemots,  and 
other  birds. 


-.■dd-: 


CHAP.      XVIII. 

ON  Thurfday,  the  i  ft  of  July  1779,  at  noon,  Mr. 
Bligh,  matter  of  the  Refolution,  found  by 
experiment,  that  the  (hip  made  a  courfe  to  the  N. 
E.  at  the  rate  of  about  half  a  mile  in  an  hour  :  this 
he  attributed  to  the  effed  of  a  foutherly  fwell,  ra- 
ther than  to  that  of  any  current.  The  wind  to- 
wards the  evening,  frefhening  from  the  S.  E.  we 
rfeered  to  the  N.  E.  by  E.  for  the  point  that  Beermg 
calls  Tlchukotfkoi  Nofs,  which  we  had  obferved  on 
the  4th  of  September  the  preceding  year,  at  the 

fame 
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fame  time  that  we  perceived,  towards  the  S.  E.  the 
Ifle  of  St.  Lawrence.     This  cape,  and  St.  Thadeus*s 
Nofs,  form  the  north-eaftern  and  fouth-weftern  ex- 
tremes of  the  extenfive  Gulph  of  Anadir,  into  the 
bottom  of  which  the  river  of  that  name  difcharges 
itfelf,  feparating,  as  it  palTes,  the  country  of  the 
Tfchutlki  from  that  of  the  Koriacs.     On  the  3d,  at 
noon,   we  obferved  in  latitude  63  deg.    33  min, 
longitude  186  deg.  45  min.     Between  twelve  and 
one,  we  defcried  the  Tfchukotfkoi  Nofs,  bearing 
N.  half  W.  at  the  diftance  of  1 3  or  14  leagues.     At 
five  in  the  afternoon,  we  faw  the  ifland  of  St.  Law- 
rence, in  the  diredion  of  E.  three-quarters  N.  and 
alfo  another  ifland,  which  we  imagined  was  be- 
tween St.  Lawrence  and  Anderfon*s  Ifland,  about 
18  miles  E,  S.  E.   of  the  former.     As  we  had  no 
certain  knowledge  of  this  ifland.  Captain  Gierke 
was  inclined  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  it,  and  im- 
mediately hauled  the  wind  towards  it:  but  it  un- 
fortunately happened,  that  we  were  unable  to  wea- 
ther the  Ifle  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  were  therefore 
obliged  to  bear  up  again,  and  pafs  them  all  to  the 
leeward.     The  latitude  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Law- 
rence, according  to  the  mofl  accurate  obfervations, 
is  6^  deg.  47  min.   and  its  longitude  is  188  deg.  15 
min.     This  ifland,  if  its  boundaries  were  at  prefent 
within  our  view,  is  about  three  leagues  in  circum- 
ference.    The  northern  part  of  it  may  be  difcerned 
at  the  difl:ance  of  ten  or  a  dozen  leagues.     As  it  has 
fome  low  land  to  the  S,  E.  the  extent  of  which  we 
could  not  perceive,  fome  of  us  fuppofed,  that  it 
might  perhaps  be  joined  to  the  land  to  the  eaftward 
of  it :  we  were,  however,  prevented  by  the  hazi- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  from  alcertaining  this  circum- 
flance.     Thefe  iflands,  as  well  as  the  land  adjoining 
to  the  Tfchukotflioi  Nofs,  were  covered  with  fnow, 
and   prefented  a  moil  difma]  afpeft.     About  mid- 
night, the  Ifle  of  St.  Lawrence  was  five  or  fix  miles 
diftant,  bearing  S.  S.  E.  and  our  foundings  were 

18  fathoms. 
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18  fathoms.  We  were  accompanied  with  fea  fowl 
of  various  forts,  and  obferved  fome  guillemots  and 
fmall  crefted  hawks.  The  weather  continuing  to 
thicken,  we  loft  fight  of  land  till  Monday  the  5th, 
when  we  had  a  view  of  it  both  to  the  N.  E.  and  N. 
W.  Our  longitude,  at  this  time,  was  189  deg.  14 
min.  and  our  latitude  6$  deg.  24  min.  As  the 
iflands  of  St.  Diomede,  which  are  fituated  in  Beer- 
ing's  Strait,  between  the  two  continents  of  Afia 
and  America,  were  determined  by  us  the  preceding 
year  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  65  deg.  48  min.  we 
•were  at  a  lofs  how  to  reconcile  the  land  towards  the 
N.  E.  with  the  p;^,fition  of  thofe  iflands.  We  there- 
fore flood  for  the  land  till  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  we  were  within  the  diftance  of  four 
miles  from  it,  and  difcovering  it  to  be  two  iflands, 
were  pretty  well  convinced  of  their  being  the  fame  ; 
but  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather  ftill  continuing, 
we,  in  order  to  be  certain,  with  refpeft  to  our  fitu- 
ation,  flood  over  to  the  Afiatic  coafl,  till  about  fe- 
Ten  o'clock  in  the  evening  ;  at  which  time  we  had 
approached  within  two  or  three  leagues  of  the 
eaftern  cape  of  that  continent.  The  cape  is  an 
elevated  round  head  of  land,  and  extends  about 
five  miles  from  N.  to  S.  It  forms  a  peninfula, 
which  is  connecled  with  the  continent  by  a  narrow 
iflhmus  of  low  land.  It  has  a  bold  fhore ;  and 
three  lofty,  detached,  fpiral  rocks,  are  feen  off  its 
N.  part.  It  was  at  prefent  covered  with  fnow,  and 
the  beach  encompafTtd  with  ice.  We  were  now 
convinced  of  our  having  been  under  the  influence 
of  a  ftrong  current  fettingto  the  northward,  which 
had  occafioned  an  error  of  twenty  miles  in  our 
computation  of  the  latitude  at  noon.  At  the  time 
of  our  pafiing  this  flrait  the  laft  year,  we  had  ex- 
perienced a  fimilar  effe<fl:.  Having  now  afcertained 
our  pofltion,  we  fleered  N.  by  E.  At  ten  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  the  weather  clearing  up,  we  faw, 
^t  the  fame  inflant,  the  remarkable  peaked  hill  near 
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Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  on  the  North  American 
coaft,  and  the  Eaft  Cape  of  Alia,  with  the  two 
iflands  of  St.  Diomede  between  them.  In  the  courfe 
of  this  day,  we  faw  feveral  large  white  gulls,  and 
great  numbers  of  very  fmall  birds  of  the  hawk 
kind.  The  beak  of  the  latter  was  compreffed,  and 
large  in  proportion  to  the  body  of  the  bird :  the 
colour  was  dark  brown,  or  rather  black,  the  breaft 
whitifh,  and  towards  the  abdomen  a  reddifh  brown 
hue  was  vifible.  On  the  6th,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
our  latitude  was  67  deg.  and  our  longitude  191  deg. 
6  min.  Having  already  pafl'ed  many  large  mafles 
of  ice,  and  obferved  that  it  adhered,  in  feveral  places, 
to  the  ihore  of  the  Afiatic  continent,  we  were  not 
greatly  furprifed  when  we  fell  in,  about  three 
o'clock,  with  an  extenfive  body  of  it,  flretching  to- 
wards the  W.  This  appearance  conliderably  dif- 
couraged  our  hopes  of  proceeding  much  farther  to 
the  N.  this  year,  than  we  had  done  the  preceding. 
There  being  little  wind  in  the  afternoon,  the  boats 
were  hoifled  out  in  purfuit  of  the  lea-horfes,  great 
numbers  of  which  were  feen  on  the  detached  pieces 
of  ice  ;  but  they  returned  without '  fuccefs  ;  thefe 
animals  being  extremely  fhy,  and,  before  our  peo- 
ple could  come  within  gun-fhot  of  them,  always 
retreated  into  the  water.  At  feven  o'clock,  P.  M. 
having  hoifted  in  the  boats,  we  Hood  on  to  the 
north-eaftward,  with  a  frefh  foutherly  breeze,  in- 
tending to  explore  the  American  continent,  be- 
tween the  latitudes  of  68  deg.  and  6()  deg.  which, 
on  account  of  the  foggy  weather,  we  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  laft  year.  In  this 
attempt  we  were  partly  difappointed  again  ;  for,  on 
the  7th,  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  were 
flopped  by  a  large  body  of  ice,  ftretching  from  N. 
W.  toS.  E.  but,  not  long  afterwards,  the  horizon 
becoming  clear,  we  had  a  view  of  the  American 
coaft,  at  the  diftance  of  about  ten  leagues,  extend- 
ing from  N.  E.  by  E.  to  E.  and  lying  between  6S 
JIo.28#  12  N  dt^g. 
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deg.  and   68  dcg.   20  min.   of   northern  latitude. 
The  ice  not  being  high,  we  were  enabled  by  the 
clearnefs  of  the  weather  to  fee  over  a  great  extent 
of  it.     The  whole  exhibited  a  compact  lolid  furface, 
not  in  the  leaft  thawed  ;  and  feemed  alfo  to  adhere 
to  the  land.     Soon   after,  the  weather  becoming 
hazy,  we  loft  fight  of  the  land  ;  and  it  being  im- 
pofiible  to  approach  nearer  to  it,  we  fteered  to  the 
N.  N.  W.  keeping  the  ice  clofe  on  board  ;    and 
having,  by  noon,  got  round  its  weftern  extremity, 
we  found  that  it  trended  nearly  N.     Our  longitude, 
at  this  time,  was  192  deg.  34  min.  and  our  latitude 
68  deg.  22  min.     We  proceeded  along  the  edge  of 
the  ice,  to  the  N.  N.  E.  during  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  paiTrng  through  many  loofe  pieces  which 
had  been  Separated  from  the  main  body,  and  againft 
which  our  veffels  were  driven  with  great  violence, 
notwithftanding  our  utmoft  caution.     About  eight 
in    the  evening,    we  paffed  fome   drift-wood :    at 
midnight  the  wind  veered  to  the  N.  W.  and  there 
were  continued  fliowers  of  fnow  and  fleet.     The 
thermometer  had   now  fallen  from  38  deg.  to  31 
de^.     On  Thurfday,  the  8th,  at  five  o'clock,  the 
wind  fliifting  more  to  the  northward,  we  could  con- 
tinue no  longer  on  the  fame  tack,  by  reafon  of  the 
ice,  but  were  under  the  neceility  of  ftanding  to- 
wards the  W.     Our  depth  of  water,  at  this  time, 
was  19  fathoms ;  from  Vv^hich,  upon  comparing  it 
with  our  rem.arks  on  the  foundings  in  the  preceding 
year,  we  inferred,  that  our  prefcnt  diftance  fronl 
the  coaft  of  America  did   not  exceed  fix  or  feven 
leagues ;  but  our  view  was  circumfcribed  within  a 
much  narrower  compafs,  by  a  heavy  fall  of  fnow. 
Our  latitude,  at  noon,  was  69  deg.   21  min.  and 
our  longitude  192  deg.  42  min.     At  two  o'clock, 
P.  M.  the  weather  became  clearer,  and  we  found 
ourfelves  clofe  to  an  expanfe  of  ice,  which,  from 
the  maft-head,  was  difcovered  to  confift  of  very 
large  compact  bodies  y  united  towards  the  exterior 
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edge,  but,  in  the  interior  parts,  fome  pieces  were 
obferved  floating  in  vacant  fpaces  of  the  water  :  it 
extended  from  W.  S.  W.  to  N.  E.  by  N.  ^  We  bore 
away  towards  the  S.  along  the  edge  of  it,  endea- 
vouring to  get  into  clearer  water ;  for  the  ftrong 
northerly  winds  had  drifted  down  fuch  numbers  of 
loofe  pieces,  that  we  had  been  encompafled  with 
them  for  fome  time,  and  were  unable  to  prevent  the 
fliips  from  ftriking  againft  feveral  gf  them.  On  the 
9th,  a  frefli  gale  blew  from  the  N.  N.  W.  accom- 
panied with  violent  fliowers  of  fnow  and  fleet. 
We  fleered  W.  S.  W.  and  kept  as  near  the  main 
body  of  ice  as  we  could  ;  but  had  the  misfortune 
to  damage  the  cut-water  againft  the  drift  pieces,  and 
rub  off"  lome  of  the  flieathing  from  the  bows.  The 
fliocks,  indeed,  which  our  fliips  received,  were  fre- 
quently very  fevere,  and  were  attended  with  confi° 
derable  hazard.  Our  latitude,  at  noon,  was  6p  deg. 
12  min.  and  our  longitude  188  deg.  5  min. 

We  had  now  failed  almoft  40  leagues  to  the  W. 
along  the  edge  of  the  ice,  without  perceiving  any 
opening,  or  a  clear  fea  beyond  it  towards  the  N.  no 
profpect  therefore  remained  of  making  further  pro- 
grefs  to  the  northward  at  prefent.  For  this  reafon 
Captain  Gierke  determined  to  bear  away  to  S,  by 
E.  the  only  quarter  which  was  clear,  and  to  wait 
till  the  feafon  was  fomewhat  more  advanced,  before 
he  made  any  further  attempts  to  penetrate  through 
the  ice.  He  propofed  to  employ  the  intermediate 
time  in  furveying  the  bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  the 
coaft  fituate  to  the  S.  of  it ;  as  it  would  be  a  great 
fatisfadion  to  have  a  harbour  fo  near,  in  cafe  of 
future  damage  from  the  quantity  of  ice  in  thefe 
parts.  We  were  alfo  deflrous  of  paying  another 
viflt  to  the  Tfchutfki ;  and  more  particularly  flnce 
the  accounts  we  had  heard  of  them  from  Major 
Behm.  In  confequence  of  this  determination,  we 
made  fail  to  the  fouthward,  till  the  loth  at  noon, 
when  we  pafled  confiderable  quantities  of  drift-ice, 

12  N  2  and 
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and  a  perfed  calm  enfued.    The  latitude,  at  this 
time,  was  68  deg.    i  min.  and  the  longitude  i88 
deg.  30  mSn.     This  morning  we  faw  feveral  whales; 
and  in  the  afternoon,  there  being  great  numbers  of 
fea-horfes  on  the  pieces  of  ice  that  furrounded  us, 
we  hoifted  out  the  boats,  and  difpatched  them  in 
purfuit  of  thofe  animals.     Our  people  had  more 
fuccefs  on  this  occafion,  than  they  had  on  the  6th  ; 
for  they  returned  with  three  large  ones,  and  a  young 
one,  befides  having  killed  or  wounded  fome  others.. 
They  were  witneil'es  of  feveral  ftriking  inftances  of 
parental  affection  in  thefe  animals,     AH  of  them, 
on  the  approach  of  the  boats  towards  the  ice,  took 
their  young  ones  under  their  fins,  and  attempted 
to  efcape   with  them  into  the  fea.     Some,  whofe 
cubs  were  killed  or  wounded,  and  left  floating'upon 
the  furface  of  the  water,  rofe  again,  and  carried 
them  down,  fometimes  juft  as  our  men  were  on 
the  point  of  taking  them  into  the  boat ;  and  could 
be  traced  bearing  them  to  a  conliderable  diftance 
through  the  water,  which  was  ftained  with  their 
blood.     They  were  afterwards  obferved  bringing 
them,  at  intervals,  above  the  furface,  as  if  for  air, 
and  again  plunging  under  it,  with  a  horrid  bellow- 
ing.    The  female,  in  particular,  whofe  young  one 
had  been  killed,  and  taken  into  the  boat,  became 
fo   furious,  that   flie   even   ftruck  her   two  tufks 
through  the  bottom  of  the  cutter.     About  eight 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  an  eafterly  breeze  fprung 
Up,  with  which  we  continued  to  fleer  to  the  fbuth- 
ward  ;  and,  at  midnight,  fell  in  with  many  exten- 
five  bodies  of  ice.     Wc  attempted  to  pufh  through 
them  under  an  eafy  fail,  that  the  lliips  might  fuftain 
no  damage ;  and  when  we  had  proceeded  a  little 
further  towards  the  S.   nothing  was  vifible  but  a 
very  large  and  compact  mafs  of  ice,  extending  to 
the  N.  E.  S.  W.  and  S.  E.  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach.     This  formidable  obftacle  prevented  our  vi- 
iiting  the  Tf»hutlki  j  for  no  fpace  remained  open, 
-  .  except 
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except  back  again  to  the  northward.  We  therefore 
tacked,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1 1  th, 
and  ilood  to  that  quarter.  The  lat.  at  noon,  was 
67  deg.  49  min.  and  the  long,  188  deg.  47min. 
On  Monday,  the  12th,  we  had  light  winds  and 
hazy  weather.  On  examining  the  current,  we  found 
it  fet  towards  the  N.  W.  at  the  rate  of  half  a  mile 
an  hour.  We  continued  our  northerly  courfe, 
with  a  breeze  from  the  S.  and  fair  weather,  till  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  1 3  th,  when  we  again 
found  ourfelves  clofe  in  with  a  Iblid  mafs  of  ice,  to 
which  we  could  perceive  no  limits  from  the  maft- 
head.  This  was  an  effeclual  difcouragement  to  all 
our  hopes  of  penetrating  further  j  which  had  been 
greatly  raifed,  by  our  having  now  advanced  almoft 
10  leagues,  through  a  fpace,  which,  on  the  9th, 
had  been  found  to  be  occupied  by  impenetrable  ice. 
Our  fituation,  at  this  time,  was  nearly  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel,  betwixt  the  two  continents  j 
our  lat.  was  69  deg.  37  min.  and  the  main  body  of 
the  ice  extended  from  W.  S.  W.  to  E.  N.  E. 

In  that  part  of  the  fea  where  we  now  were,  there 
was  no  probability  of  getting  further  to  the  north. 
Captain  Gierke  therefore  determined  to  make  a  final 
attempt  on  the  coaft  of  America,  for  Baffin's  Bay, 
fmce  we  had  found  it  pradicable  to  advance  the 
furtheft  on  this  lide,  in  the  preceding  year.  We 
accordingly,  during  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
worked  to  the  windward,  with  a  frefh  breeze  from 
the  eaft.  We  obferved  feveral  fulmars,  and  ar<5tic 
gulls,  and  paffed  two  trees,  both  of  which  feemed 
to  have  lain  a  long  time  in  the  water.  The  larger 
one  was,  in  length,  ten  or  eleven  feet,  and  in  cir- 
cumference, about  three,  without  either  the  bark 
or  branches.  We  continued  our  courfe  to  the  eaft- 
ward  on  the  14th,  with  thick  foggy  weather.  The 
next  day,  the  wind  blowing  freih  from  the  weft, 
and  having,  in  fome  meafure,  difperfed  the  fog,  we 
immediatjely  fteered  to  the  north,  in  order  to  have 
■         ?  a  nearer 
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a  nearer  view  of  the  ice  ;  and  we  were  foon  clofe 
in  with  it.  It  extended  from  N.  N.  W.  to  N.  E. 
and  was  folid  and  compact: :  the  exterior  parts  were 
ragged,  and  of  various  heights ;  the  inner  furface 
was  even;  and,  as  we  fuppofed,  from  8  to  lo  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  weather  becoming 
moderate  during  the  reft  of  the  day,  we  Ihaped 
our  courfe  according  to  the  trending  of  the  ice, 
which,  in  feveral  places, .  formed  deep  bays.  On 
Friday,  the  1 6th,  the  wind  frefliened,  in  the  morn- 
ing,, and  was  accompanied  with  frequent  and  thick 
Ihowers  of  fnow.  At  eight  o'clock  in  the  forenoon, 
we  had  a  ftrong  gale  from  the  W.  S.  W.  which 
brought  us  under  double-reefed  top-fails  ;  when, 
the  weather  in  fome  degree  clearing  up,  we  found 
ourfelves,  as  it  were,  embayed  ;  the  ice  having  fud- 
denly  taken  a  turn  to  the  fouth-eaftward,  and  en- 
GompaiUng  us  in  one  compact  body,  on  all  fides  but 
the  fouth.  In  confequence  of  this,  we  hauled  our 
wind  to  the  fouthward,  being,  at  that  time,  in  26 
fathoms  water,  and  in  the  lat.  of  70  deg.  8  min.  N. 
and,  as  we  imagined,  at  the  diilance  of  about  25 
leagues  from  the  American  coaft.  At  four  in  the 
afternoon,  the  gale  increafmg,  we  got  the  top-gal- 
lant-yards down  upon  the  deck,  furled  the  mizen 
top-fa,il,  and  cloie-reefed  the  fore  and  main-top-fails. 
About  eight  o'clock,  finding  that  our  foundings 
had  decreafed  to  22  fathoms,  which  we  conlidered 
as  ,  an  indication  of  our  near  approach  to  the  coaft 
of  America,  we  tacked  and  fteered  to  the  north- 
ward. In  the  night  we  had  boifterous  weather,  at- 
tended with  fnow:  but  the  next  morning  it  was 
clear  and  moderate  -,  and,  at  eight  o'clock,  we  got 
the  top-gallant-yards  acrofs,  and  bore  away,  with 
the  wind  ftill  at  W.  S.  W.  Our  lat.  at  noon,  was 
69  deg.  55  min.  and  our  long.  194  deg.  gomin. 
The  wind  flackened  in  the  evening,  and,  about 
midnight,  we  had  a  calm.  A  light  breeze  arifing 
from  the  E,  N.  E.  at  five  in  the  morning  of  the 

1 8th, 
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18th,  we  continued  our  progrefs  towards  the  N. 
with  a  view  of  regaining  the  ice  as  foon  as  poflible. 
We  faw  numbers  of  lea- parrots,  and  fmail  ice- 
birds,  and  alfo  many  whales ;  and  paffed  feveral 
logs  of  drift-wood.  The  lat.  at  12  o'clock,  was 
70  deg.  26  min.  and  the  long.  194  deg.  54  min. 
Our  foundings,  at  the  fame  time,  were  23  fathoms; 
and  the  ice  extended  from  N.  to  E.  N.  E.  being 
about  one  league  diftant.  At  one  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  obferving  that  we  were  clofe  in  with  a 
firm  united  mafs  of  ice,  ftretching  from^E.  to  W. 
N.  W.  we  tacked,  and,  the  wind  veering  to  the 
weftward,  ftood  to  the  E.  along  the  edge  of  it,  till 
II  in  the  evening.  A  very  thick  fog  then  coming 
on,  and  the  depth  of  water  decreafing  to  1 9  fathoms, 
we  hauled  our  wind  to  the  fouthward.  About 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  white  bear  fwam 
clofe  by  the  Difcovery  ;  it  afterwards  went  towards 
the  ice,  on  which  were  likewife  two  others.  The 
weather  clearing  up,  at  one  in  the  morning  of  Mon- 
day, the  19th,  we  bore  away  to  the  N.  E.  till  two 
o'clock,  when  we  were  again  fo  completely  em- 
bayed by  the  ice,  that  no  opening  remained,  except 
to  the  fouthward ;  to  which  quarter  we  therefore 
direfled  our  courfe,  2nd  returned  through  a  very 
fmooth  water,  with  favourable  weather,  by  the 
fame  way  we  had  come  in.  We  were  unable  to 
penetrate  further  towards  the  N.  than  at  this  time, 
when  our  lat.  was  70  deg.  33  min.  which  was  about 
five  leagues  ihort  of  thie  point  to  which  we  had  ad- 
vanced the  preceding  fummer.  We  ftood  to  the 
S.  S.  W.  with  light  winds  from  the  N.  W.  near  the 
edge  of  the  main  body  of  ice,  which  was  fituated 
on  our  left-hand,  extending  between  us  and  the 
American  coaft.  At  noon,  our  lat.  was  70  deg. 
II  min.  and  our  long.  196  deg.  15  min.  and  our 
foundings  were  16  fathoms.  We  fuppofed,  from 
this  circumftance,  that  the  Icy  Cape  was  at  the  dif- 
taiice  of  only  feven  or  eight  leagues  from  us :  but, 
■     '  though 
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though  the  weather  was  in  general  pretty  clear, 
there  was,  at  the  fame  time,  a  hazinefs  in  the  hori- 
zon; fo  that  we  could  not  expe6l  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  feeing  the  cape.  During  the  after- 
noon, two  white  bears  appearing  in  the  water, 
fome  of  our  people  immediately  purfued  them  in 
the  jolly-boat,  and  were  fo  fortunate  as  to  kill  them 
both.  The  larger  one,  which  was,  in  all  proba- 
bility, the  dam  of  the  younger,  being  fhot  firft, 
the  other  would  not  leave  it,  though  it  might  have 
efcaped  with  eafe  on  the  ice,  while  the  men  were 
re-loading  their  mufquets;  but  continued  fwimming 
about,  till  after  having  been  feveral  times  fired 
upon,  it  was  fhot  dead.  The  length  of  the  larger 
one,  from  the  fnout  to  the  end  of  the  tail,  was 
feven  feet  two  inches ;  its  circumference,  near  the 
fore  legs,  was  four  feet  ten  inches  ;  the  height  of 
the  fhoulder  was  four  feet  three  inches ;  and  the 
breadth  of  the  fore-paw  was  ten  inches.  The  weight 
of  its  fore  quarters  was 4 56  pounds.  The  fore  quar- 
ters of  the  fmallefl  weighed  256  pounds.  Thefe 
animals  furnifhed  us  with  fome  ^ood  meals  of  frelh 
meat.  Their  flefh,  indeed,  had  a  ftrong  filhy  tafte, 
but  was  infinitely  fuperior  to  that  of  the  fea-horfe ; 
which,  however,  our  people  were  again  perfuaded, 
with  no  great  difficulty,  to  prefer  to  their  falted 
provifions. 

On  Tuefday,  the  20th,  at  fix  o'clock,  A.  M.  a 
thick  fog  arifing,  we  loll  fight  of  the  ice  for  the 
fpace  of  two  hours ;  but,  when  the  weather  be- 
came clearer,  we  again  had  a  view  of  the  main  body 
to  the  S.  S.  E.  and  immediately  hauled  our  wind, 
which  was  eafl:erly,  towards  it,  expecting  to  make 
the  American  coaft  to  the  S.  E.  which  we  effected 
between  10  and  ii  o'clock.  The  lat.  at  noon,  was 
69  deg.  33  min.  and  the  long.  194  deg.  53  min. 
Our  depth  of  water,  at  the  fame  time,  was  19  fa- 
thoms. The  land  was  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or 
ten  leagues,  extending  from  S.  by  E.  to  S.  S.  W; 
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half  W.  being  the  fame  ^ve  had  feen  the  preceding 
year ;  but  it  was,  at  prefent,  much  more  covered 
with  fnow  than  at  that  time  ;  and  the  ice  feemed  to 
adhere  to  the  fhore.     We  continued  to  fail  in  the 
afternoon,    through  a   fea   of    loofe   ice,    and   to 
tteer  towards  the  land,  as  near  as  the  wind,  which 
blew  from  E.  S.  E.   would  permit.     A  thick  fog 
came  on  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  the 
wind  abated.     Obferving  a  rippling  in  the  water, 
we  tried  the  current,  and  found  it  fet  to  the  E.  N. 
E.  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  an  hour :  we  therefore  re- 
folved   to  lieer  before  the  wind,  during  the  night, 
in  order  to  ftem  it,  and  oppofe  the  large  pieces  of 
loofe  ice,  which  were  fetting  us  on  towards  the  coaft. 
Our  Ibundings,  at  midnight,  were  twenty  fathoms. 
The  next   morning,    at   eight   o'clock,  the   wind 
frefliening,  and  the  fog  difperfmg,  we  again  had 
light  of  the  coaft  of  America  to  the  fouth-eaftward, 
at  the  diftance  of  nine  or  ten  leagues,  and  hauled  in 
for  it ;  but  the  ice  in  a  fhort  time  effectually  ftopped 
our   further   progrefs  on   that  fide,  and  we  were 
obliged   to   bear   away  towards  the  W.  along  the 
edge  of  it.     Our  lat.  at   12,  was  6<^  deg.    34  min. 
our  long,  v/as  193  deg.  and  our  foundings  were  24 
fathoms.     A  connected  folid  field  of  ice,  thus  baf- 
fling all  our  efforts  to  make  a  nearer  approach  to  the 
land,  and  (as  we  had  fome  reafon  to  imagine)  ad- 
hering to  it,  we  relinquiflied  all  hopes  of  a  N.  E. 
paCTage  to   Great-Britain.     Our  commander   now 
finding  it  impofllble  to  advance  further  to  the  north- 
ward on  the  American  coaft,  and  deeming  it  equally 
improbable,  <:hat  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of  ice 
fhoLild   be  difiblved   by  the  few  remaining  weeks 
that  would  terminate  the  fummer,  confidered  it  as 
the   beft   ftep  that  could  be  taken,  to  trace  the  fea 
over  to   the   coaft  of  Afia,  and  endeavour  to  find 
fome  opening  that  would  admit  him  further  N.  or 
fee  what  maie  could  be  clone  upon  that  coaft,  where 
he  hoped  to  meet  with  better  fuccefs.     In  confe- 
No.  70.  i2  O  quence 
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quence  of  this  determination,  we  fleered  W.  N.  W* 
during  the  afternoon  of  the  21ft  of  July,  through 
a  great  quantity  of  loofe  ice.  About  ten  o'clock 
in  the  evening,  difcovering  the  main  body  of  ice 
through  the  fog,  right  a-head,  and  very  near  us, 
and  being  unwilling  to  ftand  to  the  fouthward,  fo 
long  as  we  could  poflibly  avoid  it ;  we  hauled  our 
wind,  which  was  eafterly,  and  made  fail  to  the  N* 
but  in  the  fpace  of  an  hour  afterwards,  finding  that 
the  weather  became  clearer,  and  that  we  were  fur^ 
rounded  by  a  compact  field  of  ice  on  all  fides,  ex- 
cept to  the  S.  S.  W.  we  tacked,  and  fleered  in  that 
direction,  for  the  purpofe  of  getting  clear  of  it.  On 
the  2 2d,  at  noon,  our  lat.  was  d^)  diZ^.  30  min.  and 
our  long.  187  ^t^>  30  min.  In  the  afternoon,  we 
again  came  up  with  the  ice,  which  extending  to 
the  N.  W.  and  S.  W.  obliged  us  to  proceed  to  the 
fouthward,  in  order  to  weather  it.  It  may  not  here 
be  improper  to  remark,  that,  fince  the  8th  of  July, 
we  had  twice  traverfed  this  fea,  in  lines  almoil  pa- 
rallel with  the  run  we  had  juft  now  made ;  that  we 
were  unable  in  the  fii  fl  of  thofe  traverfes,  to  pene- 
trate fo  far  N.  by  eight  or  ten  leagues,  as  in  the 
fecond  ;  and  that  in  the  lafl  we  had  again  met  with 
a  connected  mafs  of  ice,  generally  about  five  leagues 
to  the  fouthward  of  its  pofition  in  the  preceding 
run.  This  makes  it  evident,  that  the  large  compact 
fields  of  ice,  obferved  by  us,  were  moveable,  or 
diminifhing ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  it  does  not  au- 
thorife  any  expectation  of  advancing  much  farther, 
even  in  the  moft  favourable  feafons.  About  feven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  weather  being  hazy,  and 
no  ice  vifible,  we  made  fail  to  the  weftward ;  but, 
between  eight  and  nine,  the  haze  difperfing,  we 
found  ourlelves  in  the  midll  of  loofe  ice,  and  very 
near  the  main  body ;  we  therefore  flood  upon  a 
wind,  which  was  flill  eafi:erly,  and  continued  to 
beat  to  windward  during  the  night,  hoping  to- 
weather  the  loofe  pieces,  which  the  wind  drove 

down 
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down  upon  us  in  fuch  quantities,  that  we  were  in 
great  danger  of  being  blocked  up  by  them.  •  On 
Friday,  the  23d,  the  clear  water,  in  which  we 
fleered  to  and  fro,  did  not  exceed  a  mile  and  a  half, 
and  was  lefTening  every  moment.  At  length,  after 
exerting  our  moil  ftrenuous  endeavours  to  clear  the 
loofe  ice,  we  were  under  the  neceility  of  forcing  a 
paflage  to  the  S.  which  we  accomplifhed  between 
feven  and  eight,  though  not  without  fubjecling  the 
ihip  to  fome  very  fevere  fhocks.  The  Difcovery 
was  not  fo  fuccefsful ;  for,  about  1 1  o'clock,  when 
Ihe  had  almoft  got  clear  gijt,  fhe  became  fo  entan- 
gled by  feveral  large  pieces,  that  her  progrefs  was 
flopped,  and  fhe  immediately  dropped  to  leeward, 
and  fell,  broadlide  foremoft,  on  the  edge  of  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  ice ;  and  there  being  an  open  fea 
to  windward,  the  furf  occalioned  her  to  flrikewith 
violence  upon  it.  This  mafs,  at  length,  either  fo 
far  broke,  or  moved, as  to  give  the  crew  an  opportu- 
nity of  making  another  effort  to  efcape ;  but,  it 
unfortunately  happened,  that,  before  the  fhip  ga- 
thered way  enough  to  be  under  command,  fhe  fell 
to  leeward  afecond  time,  on  another  fragment,  and 
the  fwell  rendering  it  unfafe  to  lie  to  windward, 
and  finding  no  profpe<5t  of  getting  clear,  they 
pufhed  into  a  fmall  opening,  furled  their  fails,  and 
made  the  vefTel  fafl  with  icC'hooks,  We  beheld 
them  in  this  dangerous  fituation  at  noon,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  three  miles  from  us,  in  a  N.  W. 
diredion  ;  a  frefh  gale  from  the  S.  E.  driving  more 
ice  towards  the  N.  VV.  and  augmenting  the  body 
that  lay  between  us.  Our  lat.  at  this  time,  was  6^ 
deg.  8  min.  our  long.  187  deg.  and  our  foundings 
were  28  fathoms.  To  add  to  the  apprehenfions 
which  began  to  force  themfelves  on  our  minds,  be- 
tween four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  the  weather 
becoming  thick  and  hazy,  we  lofl  fight  of  the  Dif- 
covery. However,  that  we  might  be  in  a  fituation 
to  afford  her  every  poflible  afliltance,  we  flood  on 
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clofe  by  the  edge  of  the  ice.  About  fix  o'clock  the 
wind  fliifting  to  the  north,  gave  us  fome  hopes, 
that  the  ice  might  drift  away,  and  releafe  her  frorn 
her  danger ;  and  in  that  cafe,  as  it  was  uncertain 
in  what  condition  flie  might  come  out,  we  conti- 
nued, every  half  hour  to  fire  a  gun,  with  a  view 
of  preventing  a  feparation.  Our  fears  for  her  fafety 
did  not  ceafe  till  nine,  when  we  heard  her  guns 
fired  in  anfwer  to  ours ;  and  not  long  afterwards 
being  hailed  by  her,  we  were  informed,  that  upon 
the  change  of  wind,  the  ice  began  to  feparate,  and 
that  her  people,  fetting  all  the  fails,  forced  a  paf- 
fage  through  it. 

On  Saturday,  the  24th,  we  fleered  to  the  S.  E. 
till  1 1  o'clock,  A.  M.  when  our  courfe  was  again 
obfl.ru6led  by  a  large  body  of  loofe  ice,  to  which 
we  could  difcover  no  bounds.  At  noon  we  found 
ourfelves  in  lat.  68  deg.  53  min.  long.  188  deg. 
About  four  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  a  calm,  and 
the  boats  were  hoiftcd  out  in  purfuit  of  the  fea- 
horfes,  which  appeared  in  prodigious  numbers. 
Ten  of  them  were  killed  by  our  people,  as  many  as 
could  be  made  ufe  of  by  us  for  eating,  or  for  con- 
verting into  lamp-oil.  We  held  on  our  courfe  with 
a  fouth-wefteily  wind,  along  the  edge  of  the  ice, 
till  four  in  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  perceiv* 
ing  a  clear  fea  beyond  it,  to  the  fouth-eaftward,  we 
fteered  to  that  point.  During  the  remaining  part 
of  the  day,  we  continued  to  run  "towards  the  S. 
E.  with  no  ice  in  fight.  At  noon  we  obferved  in 
lat.  68  deg.  38  min.  long.  189  deg.  9  min.  and  our 
foundings  were  30  fathoms.  For  the  remainder  of 
the  day,  and  till  noori  of  the  27  th,  we  ftood  back- 
wards and  forwards,  to  clear  ourfelves  of  dif* 
ferent  pieces  of  ice.  At  two  in  the  afternoon,  we 
had  fight  of  the  continent  to  the  S.  by  E.  and,  at 
four,  having  run,  fince  noon,  to  the  S.  W;  we 
were  encompafled  by  loofe  maffes  of  ice,  with  the 
mail)  body  in  view,  ftretching  in  the  direction  of 
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N.  by  W.  and  S.  by  E.  as  far  as  the  ey€  could  reach, 
beyond  which  we  deferied  the  Afiatic  coaii,  bearing 
S.  and  S.  by  E.  It  being  now  neceflary  to  come  to 
fbme  determination  refpeding  the  courfe  we  \ver< 
next  to  fteer,  Captain  Gierke  difpatched  a  boat, 
with  the  carpenters,  on  board  the  Difcovery,  to 
make  enquiries  into  the  particulars  of  the  damage! 
flie  had  lately  received.  In  the  evening  they  re- 
turned, with  the  report  of  Captain  Gore,  and  of 
the  carpenters  of  both  veffels,  that  the  damages 
fuftained  were  fuch  as  would  require  three  weeks  to 
repair  ;  and  that  it  w  ould  be  requifite,  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  to  make,  the  beft  of  their  way  to  fome  port. 
Thus  finding  our  farther  progrefs  to  the  N.  as  well 
as  our  nearer  approach  to  cither  continent,  ob- 
ftruded  by  immenfe  bodies  of  ice,  we  confidered 
it  as  not  only  injurious  to  the  fervice,  by  endanger- 
ing the  fafety  of  the  Ihips,  but  likewife  fruitlefs, 
with  refpecl  to  the  defign  of  our  voyage,  to  make 
any  farther  attempts  for  the  difcovery  of  a  paflage. 
This,  therefore,  added  to  Captain  Gore's  reprefen- 
tations,  determined  Captain  Gierke  to  lofe  no  more 
time  after  what  he  concluded  to  be  an  unattainable 
object,  but  to  proceed  to  the  bay  of  Awatlka,  to 
repair  our  damages  there,  and  before  the  winter 
fliould  fet  in,  to  take  a  furvey  of  the  coaft  of  Ja- 
pan. It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  joy  that 
fparkled  in  the  countenance  of  every  individual, 
when  the  captain's  refolution  was  made  known. 
All  were  completely  weary  of  a  navigation  full  of 
danger,  and  in  which  the  gi  eateft  perfeverence  had 
not  been  rewarded  with  the  fhialleft  profped  of  fuc- 
cefs.  We  therefore  turned  our  thoughts  toward;? 
home,  after  an  abfence  of  three  yeai*s,  with  a  de- 
light and  fatisfadion,  as  fully  enjoyed,  as  if  we  had 
been  already  in  fight  of  the  Land's-end.  On  Wed* 
nefday,  the  28th,  we  worked  to  windward,  with  a 
frelh  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  being  ftill  in  fight  of  the 
coaft  of  Afia.    At  four  ia  the  morning.    Cape 
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Serdze  Kamen  bore  S.  S.  W.  diftant  feven  leagues,. 
On  the  29th,  the  wind  continuing  unfavourable, 
we  made  but  flow  progrefs  to  the  fouthward.  We 
had  no  land  in  view  till  fev^en  in  the  evening  of  the 
30th,  when  the  fog  difperfing,  we  faw  Cape  Prince 
of  Wales  bearing  S.  by  E.  diftant  fix  leagues  ;  and 
the  ifland  of  St.  Diomede  S.  W.  by  W.  We  now 
ftood  to  the  W.  and  at  eight  made  the  Eaft  Cape, 
which  at  midnight,  was  four  leagues  diftant,  bear- 
ing W.  by  N.  On  Saturday,  the  31ft,  at  four 
o'clock,  A.  M.  the  Eaft  Cape  bore  N.  N.  E.  and  the 
N.  E.  part  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence,  W.  by  S. 
diftant  12  miles.  At  noon,  we  obferved  in  lati- 
tude 65  deg.  6min.  longitude  189  deg. 

We  had  now  paffed  Beering's  Straits,  and  taken 
a  final  leave  of  the  N.  E.  coaft  of  Alia  ;  and  here 
we  fliall  ftate  our  reafons  for  adopting  two  general 
conclufions  relative  to  its  extent,  in  oppofition  to 
the  fentiments  of  Mr.  Muller.  The  firft  is,  that 
the  promontory,  called  Eaft  Cape,  is  aftually  the 
moft  eafterly  point  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe ; 
or  in  other  words,  that  no  part  of  that  continent 
extends  in  longitude  beyond  190  deg.  22  min.  E. 
The  fecond  is,  that  the  latitude  of  the  north-eaftern- 
moft  extreme  is  fomewhat  to  the  fouthward  of  70 
deg.  N.  With  regard  to  the  former,  if  fuch  land 
really  exifts,  it  muft  certainly  be  to  the  N.  of  the 
69th  deg.  of  latitude,  where  the  difcoveries  made 
in  our  prefent  voyage  terminate. 

We  propofe  therefore  in  the  firft  place  to  invefti- 
gate  the  probable  direction  of  the  coaft  beyond  this 
point.  Now,  Ruflia,  being  the  only  nation,  that 
has  hitherto  navigated  this  part  of  the  ocean,  all 
our  information  refpeding  the  pofition  of  the  coaft 
to  the  northward  of  Cape  North,  is  derived  from 
the  journals  and  charts  of  the  perfons  who  have 
been  engaged,  at  different  times,  in  determining  the 
bounds  of  that  extenfive  empire,  and  thefe  arc,  in 
general,  fo  confined,  contradiclory,  and  imperfeft, 
,-xu..  .  that 
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that  we  cannot  eafily  form  a  diftin£l  idea  of  their 
pretended,  much  lefs  colleft  the  particulars  of  their 
real  difcov erics.     On  this  account,  the  extent  and 
figure  of  the  peninfula,  inhabited  by  the  Tfchutfki 
ftill  remains  a  point,  on  which  the  Riiflian  geogra- 
phers are  divided  greatly  in  their  opinions.     Mr, 
MuUer,  in   the  map  which  he  publiftied  in  1754, 
fuppofes  that  this  country  extends  towards  the  N. 
E.  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  75  deg.  and  to  the  longi- 
tude of  1 90  deg.  E.  of  Greenwich  ;  and  that  it  ends 
in  a  round  cape,  which  he  denominates  Tfchukotfkoi 
Nofs.     To  the  S.  of  this  cape,  the  coaft,  as  he  ima- 
gines, forms  a  bay  to  the  W.  bounded  in  the  lati- 
tude of  67  deg.    18  min.  by  Serdze  Kamen,   the 
moft  northerly  point  obferved  by  Beering  in  his  ex- 
pedition in  1728.     The  map  publifhed  in  1776  by 
the  academy  of  St.  Peterfburg,  gives  a  new  form  to 
the  whole  peninfula,  placing  its  north- eafternmoft 
extreme  in  the  latitude  of  73  deg.  longitude  178 
deg.  30  min.  and  the  moft  eafterly  point  in  latitude 
6^  deg.   30  min.  longitude  189  deg.  30  min.     All 
the  other  maps  we  have  feen,  both  manufcript  and 
printed,  vary  between  thefe  two,  apparently  more 
according  to  the  fancy  and  conjectures  of  the  com- 
piler, than  on  any  grounds  of  more  accurate  intelli- 
gence.  The  only  particular  in  which  there  is  a  gene- 
ral coincidence,  with  very  little  variation,  is  the  po- 
fition  of  the  Eaft  Cape,  in  the  latitude  of  66  deg. 
The  form  of  the  coaft  both  to  the  N .  and  S.  of  the  Eaft 
Cape,  in  the  map  of  the  academy,  is  extremely  er- 
roneous, and  may  be  entirely  difregarded.     In  Mr. 
MuUer's  map,  the  coaft  towards  the  N.  has  fome 
degree  of  refemblance  to  our  furvey,  as  far  as  the 
latter  extends,  except  that  he  does  not  make  it 
trend  fufticiently  to  the  W.  but  makes  it  recede  only 
about  5  deg.  of  longitude,  between  the  latitude  of 
66  and  69  deg.  whereas  it  actually  recedes  near  ten. 
Between  the  latitude  of  69  and  74 deg.  the  coaft, 
according  to  him,  bends  round  to  the  N.  and  N.  E. 
2  and 
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and  forms  a  large  promontory.  On  what  authority' 
he  grounds  this  reprefentation  of  the  coaft,  comes 
iiext  under  our  confideration. 

Mr.  Coxe,  whofe  accurate  refearches  into  this 
fiibjed:,  give  great  weight  to  his  fentiments,  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  extremity  of  the  Nofs  in  queftion, 
was  never  paffed  except  by  DcfhnefFarid  his  party, 
who  failed  in  the  year  1648,  from  the  river  Ko- 
vyma,  and  are  imagined  to  have  got  round  it  into 
the  Anadyr.  As  the  narrative  of  this  expedition, 
the  fubftance  of  which  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Coxe, 
in  his  account  of  Ruflian  difcoveries,  comprehends 
no  geographical  dehneation  of  the  coaft  along  which 
they  failed,  our  conjectures  refpecling  its  polition 
mufl:  be  derived  from  incidental  circumlfances ;  and 
from  thefe  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  Tfchukot- 
Ikoi  Nofs  of  Deftineff,  is,  in  reality,  the  promon- 
tory named  by  Captain  Cook,  the  Ealt  Cape. 
Speaking  of  the  Nofs,  he  fays,  that  a  perfon  may 
fail  from  the  ifthmus  to  the  Anadyr,  with  a  favour- 
able wind,  in  three  days  and  three  nights.  This 
perfectly  agrees  with  the  fituation  of  the  Eaft  Cape, 
which  is  about  120  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Anadyr ;  and  there  being  no  other  ifthmus 
to  the  N.  between  that  and  the  latitude  of  6^^  deg, 
it  feems  evident,  that,  by  this  dcfcription,  he  cer- 
tainly means  either  the  cape  in  queftion,  or  fome 
other  fituated  to  the  S.  of  it.  lie  fays,  in  another 
place,  that,  oppoftte  to  the  ifthmus,  there  are  two 
iftands  in  the  iea,  upon  which  he  obferved  fome  of 
thcTfchutlki  nation,  in  whofe  lips  pieces  of  the  teeth 
of  the  fea-horfe  were  fixed.  This  defcription  coin- 
cides exactly  with  the  two  iflands  that  lie  to  the  S.  E. 
of  the  Eatt  Cape.  We  obferved,  indeed,  no  in- 
habitants upon  them  ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  im- 
probable, that  a  party  of  Americans  from  the  op- 
pofite  continent,  whom  tliis  defcription  fnits,  might 
have  been  accidentally  there  at  that  time,  and  he 
mip-hteafilv  miftakethcm  for  a  tribe  of-theTfchutiki. 

Thefe 
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jhefe  two  circumftances  feem  to  us  to  be  conclu- 
five  on  the  point  of  the  Tfchukotfkoi  Nbfs,  though 
there  are  others  of  a  more  dubious  nature  frofri  the 
fame  authority,  and  which  now  remain  to  be  inr 
veftigated.  Deflineff,  in  another  account,  fays, 
that  m  going  from  the  Kovyma  to  the  Anadyi',  a 
great  promontory  which  projects  very  far  into  the 
fea,  mud  be  doubled  ;  and  that  this  cape  extends 
between  N.  and  N.  E.  It  was,  perhaps,  from  Ihefc 
expreflions,  that  MuUer  was  induced  to  reprefent 
the  country  of  the  Tfchutfki,  in  the  form  we  find 
in  his  map  •,  but,  if  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
the  pofition  of  the  Eaft  Cape,  as  determined  by 
tiaptain  Cook,  and  the  ftriking  agreement  betweerl 
that  and  the  promontory  or  ifthmus,  (for  it  muft  be 
remarked,  that  DefhnefF  dill  appears  to  be  fpeaking 
of  the  fame  thing)  in  the  circumftances  above-men- 
tioned, we  are  confident  that  he  would  not  have 
thought  thofe  cxpreffions  of  fullicient  weight  to  ati- 
ihorife  his  extending  the  north-eaftern  extreme  of 
Afia,  either  fo far  to  *the  N.  or  E.  For  thefewords 
bf  Deflineff  may  be  reconciled  with  the  opinion  we 
ifiave  adopted,  if  vve  fuppofe  that  navig^ator  to  have 
taken  thefe  bearings  from  the  fmall  bight  lying  to 
the  W.  of  the  cape.  The  next  authority,  on  which 
Muller  has  proceeded,  feems  to  have  been  the  de- 
pofition  of  the  Coffac  PopofF,  taken  at  the  Anadyr- 
fkoi  oflrog,  in  1 7  1 1.  This  Coffac  was  fent  by  land, 
in  company  with  feveral  others,  to  demand  tribute 
from  the  independent  Tfchutfki  tribes,  who  inha- 
bited the  parts  about  the  Nofs.  The  firfl  circum- 
ftance,  in  the  narrative  of  this  journey,  that. can 
tend  to  lead  to  the  fituation  of  Tfchukotfkoi  Nofl^ 
is  its  diflance  from  Atiadirfk  j  and  this  isreprefented 
as  a  journey  of  ten  weeks,  with  loaded  rein-deer; 
for  which  reafon,  it  is  added,  their  day's  journey 
was  very  iocorifidcrable.  We  cannot,  indeed,  <!;on- 
dude  much  from  fo  vague  an  account,  but  as  the 
diflance  between  theEafl  Cape  and  the  oflrog,  exceeds 
No.  78,  itV  2o;» 
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200  leagues  in  a  direct  line,  and  confequently  may 
be  fiippoicd  to  allow  12  or  14  miles  a  day,  its  fitii- 
ation  is  not  incompatible  with  Popoff's  calculation. 
Another  circumftance  ftated  in  this  depofition  is, 
that  their  rout  lay  at  the  foot  of  a  rock,  named 
Matkol,  lituate  at  the  bottom  of  a  fpacious  gulph. 
This  gulph  Muller  conjedures  to  be  the  bay  he  had 
laid  down  between  the  latitudes  of  66  deg.  and  72 
deg.  and  he  accordingly  places  the  rock  Matkol  in 
the  center  of  it ;  but  it  appears  to  be  more  probable, 
that  it  might  be  a  part  of  the  Gulph  of  Anadyr, 
•^hich  they  wculd  doubtlefs  touch  upon  in  their 
journey  from  the  oftrog  to  the  Eaft  Cape.  What 
feems,  however,  to  put  this  point  beyond  all  dif- 
pute,  and  to  prove  that  the  cape  which  Popoffvifited 
cannot  be  to  the  northward  of  the  latitude  of  69 
deg.  is  that  part  of  his  depofuion  which  relates  to 
an  ifland  lying  off  the  Nofs,  from  whence  the  op- 
pofite  continent  might  be  difcerned.  For,  as  the 
two  continents,  in  latitude  6()  deg.  diverge  fo  far 
as  to  be  upwards  of  100  leagues  diftant,  it  is  cer- 
tainly very  improbable,  that  the  coaft  of  Afia  fhould 
again  trend  in  fuch  a  manner  to  the  E.  as  to  come 
almoft  within  fight  of  the  American  coaft.  If  thefc 
arguments  are  allowed  to  be  conclufive  againft  the 
form  and  extent  of  the  peninfula  of  the  Tfchutfki, 
it  muft  be  evident  that  the  Eaft  Cape  is  the  TfchuT 
kotft^Loi  of  the  earlier  Ruilian  navigators  :  we  fay 
earlier,  becaufe  Beering,  and,  after  him,  the  late 
Ruffian  geographers,  have  aftixed  this  appellation 
to  the  S.  E.  cape  of  the  peninfula  of  the  Tfchutfki, 
which  was  formerly  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of 
the  Anadyrikoi  Nofs  :  and,  confequently,  hence  it 
will  follow,  that  the  undefcribed  coaft,  extending 
from  the  latitude  of  69  deg.  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Kovyma,  muft  trend  more  or  lefs  towards  the  W. 
As  an  additional  proof  of  this,  we  may  obferve, 
that  theTfchukotfkoi  Nofs  is  conftantlylaid  down  as 
dividing  the  fea  of  Kovyma  from  that  of  Anadyr, 

which 
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which  we  think  could  not  poflibly  be,  if  any  large 
cape  had  projedeJ  to  the  N.  E.  in  the  more  ad- 
vanced latitudes. 

Another  queftion  arifing  on  this  point  is,  to  what 
degree  of  northern  latitude  this  coaft  extends,  be- 
fore it  inclines  more  immediately  to  the  W.  If  the 
pofition  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kovyma,  both  with 
regaid  to  its  latitude  and  longitude,  were  afccrtained 
accurately,  it  might  perhaps  be  eafy  to  form  a  plau- 
lible  conjecture  on  this  head.  Captain  Cook  was 
always  ibongly  induced  to  believe,  that  the  northern 
coaft  of  Afia,  from  the  Indigirka  ealtward,  has  hi- 
therto been  ufually  laid  down  above  two  degrees  to 
the  northward  of  its  true  fituation  :  and  he  has 
therefore,  on  the  authority  of  a  map  that  was  in  his 
pofleflion,  and  on  the  intelligence  which  he  received 
at  Oonalafkka,  placed  the  mouth  of  the  Kovyma, 
in  his  chart  of  the  N.  E.  coaft  of  Alia,  and  the  N. 
W.  coaft  of  America,  in  the  latitude  of  68  deg. 
Should  the  captain  be  right  in  this  conjecture,  it  is 
probable,  for  the  reafons  we  have  already  ftated, 
that  the  coaft  of  Alia  does  not,  in  any  part,  exceed 
70  deg.  before  it  trends  towards  the  W.  and  con- 
fequently,  that  we  wei^e  within  one  degree  of  its 
north-eaftern  extremity.  For  if  the  continent  be 
imagined  to  extend  any  where  to  the  north  of  She- 
latlkoi  Nols,  it  can  fcarcely  be  fuppofed  that  fuch 
an  interefting  circumftance  would  have  been  omit- 
ted by  the  KufTian  navigators,  who  mention  no  re- 
markable promontory  between  the  Anadyr  and  the 
Kovyma,  except  the  Eaft  Cape.  Another  particu- 
lar, which  DeflinefF relates,  may,  perhaps,  be  deemed 
a  farther  confirmation  of  this  opinion,  namely,  that 
he  met  with  no  obftruction  from  ice  in  failing  round 
the  north-eadern  extremity  of  Afia  ;  though  he 
adds,  that  this  fea  is  not,  at  all  times,  fo  free  from 
iti  as  indeed  appears  evidently  from  his  not  fuc- 
ceeding  in  his  firft  expedition,  and,  fince  that,  from 
the  failure  of  ShalaurofF,  as  well  as  from  the  intcr- 
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ruptionsand  impediments  we  met  with,  in  two  fuc: 
ceiTive  years,  in  our  prefent  voyage.  That  part  of 
the  continent  between  Cape  North,  and  the  moiitli 
of  the  Kovyma,  is  125  leigues  in  longituGinai  ex- 
tent. About  a  third  of  this  diftance  fiom  the  Ko- 
vyma, eaTtward,  was  explored  in  1723,  by  Fcdot 
Amofl'off,  a  Sinbojarikoi  of  Jakuts,  who  informed 
I\lr.  Muller,  that  its  direction  was  eafterly.  Since 
that  time,  it  has  been  furveyed,  with  fome  degree 
of  accuracy,  by  Shalauroff,  whole  chart  makes  it 
trend  to  the  N.  E.  by  E.  as  far  as  Shelatikoi  Nofs, 
which  he  places  at  the  diflance  of  about  43  leagues 
to  the  E.  of  the  Kovyma.  The  fpace,  therefore, 
between  this  Nofs  and  Cape  North,  upwards  of  80 
leagues,  is  the  only  part  of  the  lluflian  dominions 
xiow  remaining  unexplored.  If  the  Kovyma,  how- 
ever, be  erroneoiifly  laid  down,  in  point  of  longi- 
tude as  well  as  latitude  (a  fuppolition  by  no  means 
improbable)  the  extent  of  the  unexplored  coaft  will 
diminifli  in  proportion.  The  reafons  \yhich  in- 
cline us  to  imagine,  that  in  the  RufTian  charts,  the 
mouth  of  the  river  is  placed  confiderably  too  far  to 
the  W.  are  the  follo\ying.  Firft,  becaufe  the  ac- 
counts that  have  been  given  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  from  that  river,  round  the  north* 
eaftern  extreme  of  Afia,  to  the  Gulph  of  Anadyr, 
do  not  agree  with  the  fuppofed  dillance  between 
thofe  places.  Secondly,  becaufe  the  diftance  from 
the  Anadyr  to  the  Kovyma,  over  land,  is  repre- 
fented  by  former  Ilullian  travellers  as  a  journey 
of  no  very  great  length,  and  eafijy  pertormed. 
Thirdly,  becaufe  the  coaft  from  the  Shelatikoi  Nofs 
of  Shalauroff  appears  to  trend  directly  S.  E.  towards 
the  cape.  If  this  be  really  the  cafe,  it  may  be  in- 
ferred, that,  as  we  were,  in  all  probability,  not 
more  than  one  degree  to  the  fouthwaid  of  Shelat- 
ikoi Nofs,  only  60  miles  of  the  coaft  of  Alia  are 
unafcertained. 

We  are  of  opinion,  thinking  it  highly  probable^ 
'  '  '  thdC 
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that  a  N.  W.  paffcige  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  does  not  exift  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
56th  deg.  of  latitude.  If  therefore  a  paflage  really 
exifts,  it  niuft  certainly  be  either  through  Bailin's 
Bay,  or  by  the  N.  of  Greenland,  in  the  weftern 
hemifphere  ;  or  in  the  eaftern,  through  the  Frozen 
Sea,  to  the  N.  of  Siberia ;  and  on  which  ever  (ide 
it  is  fituated,  the  navigator  mull  pafs  through 
the  ilraits  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Beering's 
Straits.  The  impracticability  of  penetrating  into 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  either  fide,  through  thefe 
ftraiis,  is  tlierefore  all  that  now  remains  to  be  of- 
fered to  the  reader's  confideration.  Here  we  muft 
previoufly  obferve,  that  the  fea  to  the  northward  of 
Beering's  Straits,  was  found  by  us  to  be  more  free 
fiorn  ice  in  Auguil  than  in  July,  and  perhaps  in 
iome  part  of  September  it  may  be  hill  more  clear 
of  it.  But,  after  the  autumnal  equinox,  the  length 
of  the  days  diminifhes  fo  faft,  that  no  farther  thaw 
can  be  expected  ;  and  we  cannot  reafonably  attri- 
bute fo  2:reat  an  effect  to  the  warm  weather  in  the 
firft  fortnight  of  the  month  of  September,  as  to 
imagine  it  capable  of  difperfing  the  ice  from  the 
moft  northern  parts  of  the  coaft  of  America.  Ad- 
mitting this,  however,  to  be  pofllble,  it  muft  at 
leaft  be  allowed,  that  it  would  be  highly  abfurd  to 
attempt  to  avoid  the  Icy  Cape,  by  running  to  the 
known  parts  of  Baflin's  Bay,  (a  diftance  of  420 
leagues,  or  1260  miles)  in  fo  fliort  a  fpace  of  time 
as  that  paffage  can  be  fuppofed  to  remain  open. 
On  the  fide  of  yVlia  there  appears  ftill  lefs  probability 
of  fuccefs,  not  only  from  what  came  to  our  know- 
ledge, relative  to  the  Hate  of  the  fea  to  the  fouth- 
ward of  Cape  North,  but  likewife  from  what  we 
have  gathered  from  the  experience  of  the  lieute- 
nants under  the  diredion  of  Beering,  and  the  jour- 
nal of  Shalauroff,  refpecT:ing  that  on  the  N.  of  Si- 
beria. But,  the  poflibility  of  fliiling  round  the 
porth-eaftern  extremity  of  Afia,   is  undoubtedly 

proved 
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proved  by  the  voyage  of  DcfhnefF,  if  its  truth  be 
admitted  ;  yet  when  we  refled:,  that  iince  the  time 
of  that  navigator,  near  a  century  and  a  half  has 
elapfed,  during  which,  in  an  age  of  curiofity  and 
enterprize,  no  perfon  has  yet  been  able  to  follow  him, 
we  can  entertain  no  very  great  expectations  of  the 
public  benefits  to  be  derived  from  it.  But  even  on 
the  fuppoiition,  that,  in  fome  remarkably  favour- 
able fea(bn,  a  veiTel  might  find  a  clear  palTage  round 
the  coaft  of  Sibei  ia,  and  arrive  fafely  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Lena,  ftill  there  remains  the  Cape  of  Tai- 
mura,  extending  to  the  78th  dcg.  of  latitude,  which 
no  navigator  has  hitherto  had  the  good  fortune  to 
double.  Some,  however,  contend,  that  there  are 
flrong  reafons  for  believing,  that  the  nearer  ap- 
proach we  make  to  the  pole,  the  fea  is  more  clear 
of  ice,  and  that  what  mafles  we  obferved  in  the 
lower  latitudes,  had  originally  been  formed  in  the 
great  rivers  of  Siberia  and  America,  by  the  break- 
ing up  of  which  the  intermediate  fea  had  been  filled. 
But  even  if  that  fuppofition  be  true,  it  is  no  lefs 
certain,  that  there  can  be  no  accefs  to  thofe  open 
feas,  unlefs  this  prodigious  mafs  of  ice  fliould  be  fo 
far  clifTolved  in  the  fummer,  as  to  admit  of  a  fhip's 
making  her  way  through  it.  If  this  be  a  real  fatl, 
we  made  choice  of  an  improper  time  of  the  year  for 
attempting  to  difcover  this  paflage,  which  fhould 
have  been  explored  in  the  months  of  April  and  May, 
before  the  rivers  were  broken  up.  But  feveral  rea- 
fons may  be  alledged  againft  fuch  a  fuppofition. 
Our  experience  at  PetropaulovvJCka,  gave  us  an  op- 
portunity of  judging  what  might  be  expected  far- 
ther northward ;  and  upon  that  ground,  we  had 
fome  reafon  to  entertain  a  doubt,  whether  the  two 
continents  might  not,  during  the  winter,  be  even 
joined  by  the  ice  ^  and  this  coincided  with  the  ac- 
counts we  received  in  Kamtfchatka,  that,  on  the 
coaft  of  Siberia,  the  inhabitants,  in  winter,  go  out 
from  the  ihore  upon  the  ice,  to  diftances  that  ex- 
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ceed  the  breadth  of  the  Tea,  in  feme  parts,  from  one 
continent  to  the  other.  The  following  remarkable 
particular  is  mentioned  in  the  depofition  above  re- 
ferred to.  Speaking  of  the  land  feen  from  the 
Tfchutlki  Nofs,  it  is  laid,  that^  during  the  fummer, 
they  fail  in  one  day  to  the  land  in  baidares,  a  kind 
of  veflel,  formed  of  whale-bone,  and  covered  with 
the  fkins  of  feals ;  and,  in  the  winter,  as  they  go 
fwift  with  rein-deer,  the  journey  may  be  performed 
in  one  day.  Muller's  account  of  one  of  the  expe- 
ditions, undertaken  for  the  purpofe  of  difcovering 
a  fuppofed  ifland  in  the  Frozen  Sea,  is  ftill  more  re- 
markable. His  narrative  is  to  the  following  pur- 
port. In  1714  anew  expedition  was  prepared  fioni 
Jakutlk,  under  the  conduct  of  Alexei  MarkofF, 
who  was  to  fet  fail  from  the  mouth  of  the  Jana  ; 
and  if  the  Schitiki  were  not  well  adapted  for  fea 
voyages,  he  was  to  build,  at  a  convenient  place, 
proper  veffels  for  profecuting  the  difcoveries  with- 
out any  great  rifque.  Upon  his  arrival  at  Uft-jan- 
fkoe  Simovie,  the  port  where  he  was  to  embark,  he 
difpatched  an  account,  dated  the  2nd  of  February 
17  15,  to  the  Chancery  of  Jakutlk,  intimating,  that 
it  was  impracticable  to  navigate  the  fea,  as  it  was 
conftantly  frozen  both  in  winter  and  fumimer  \  and 
that,  conlequently,  the  expedition  could  only  be 
prolecuted  in  Hedges  drawn  by  dogs.  He  accord- 
ingly fet  out  in  this  manner,  accompanied  with 
nine  perfons  the  loth  of  March,  in  the  fame  year, 
and  returned  to  Ull-janrKoe  Simovie  on  the  3d  of 
the  fucceeding  month.  The  account  of  his  jour- 
ney is  as  follows :  that  for  the  fpace  of  feven  days, 
he  travelled  v/ith  as  much  expedition  as  his  dogs 
could  draw,  (which  in  good  tracks,  and  favourable 
weather,  is  from  80  to  100  werfts  a  day)  to  the 
northward,  upon  the  ice,  without  obferving  any 
ifland  :  that  he  was  prevented  from  proceeding  far- 
ther by  the  ice,  which  rofe  like  mountains  in  that 
part  of  the  fea  :  that  he  had  afcended  fome  of  thefe, 
2  whence 
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whence  he  could  fee  to  a  great  diftance  around  him, 
but  could  difceru  no  land  :  and  that,  at  length, 
provihons  for  his  dogs  being  deficient,  many  of 
them  died,  which  reduced  him  to  the  neceflity  oi 
returning. 

Befides  the  above-mentioned  arguments,  which 
proceed  upon  an  admiilion  of  the  hypothefis,  that 
the  ice  in.  this  ocean  comes  from  the  rivers,  others 
may   be   adduced,    which    afford  good    reafon    for 
fufpccting  the  truth  of  the  hypothclis  itfelf.     Cap- 
tain Cook,  whofe  opinion,  with  regard  to  the  for- 
mation of  ice,  had  originally  coincided  with    that 
of  the  theoriils  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  con- 
fute,   found    fuflicient   grounds,    in    the    prefent 
voyage,  for  changing  his  fentiments.    We  obierved, 
that  the  coafts  of  both  continents  were  low  •,  that 
the   depth   of  water  gradually  decreafed   towards 
them,  and  that  a  ihiking  refemblance  prevailed  be-^ 
tween  the  two  ;  from  which  circumftances,  as  well 
as  from  the  dcfcriptipn  given  by  ?>Ir.  Hearne  of  the 
Copper-mine  llivcr,  we  have  room  for  conjecturing^ 
that,  whatever  rivers  may  difcharge  themielves  into 
the  I'Vozen  Ocean,  from  the  continent  of  America^ 
are  of  a  iimilar  nature  with  thofe  on  the  Afiatic 
iide ;  which  are  faid  to  be  fo  Ihallovv  at  their  en- 
trance, as  to  admit  only  veffels  of  inconfiderable 
magnitude  ;  whereas  the  ice  feen  by  us,  rifes  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  to  a  height  that  equals  the 
^epth  of  thofe  rivers  ;  fo  that  its  entire  altitude 
muft  be,  at  leaft,  ten  times  greater.     Another  cir- 
cumftance  wil^  naturally  offer  itfelf  in  this  place  to 
our  con fij emtio n,  which  feems  to  be  very  incompa- 
tible with  the  opinion   of  thofe  who  luppofe  that 
land  is  necciTary  for  the  formation  of  ice,  we  mean 
the  different  ftate  of  the  fea  about  Spitfbergen,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  tlie  northward   of  Beering's 
Straits.     It  is  incumbent  on   thofe  objeclors  to  ex- 
plain how  it  happens,  that   in   the  former  qtiarter, 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  much  known  land, 
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navigators  annually  penetrate  to  near  80  deg.  of 
northern  latitude ;  whereas,  on  the  other  fide,  no 
voyager  has  been  able  to  proceed  with  his  utmoft 
efforts  beyond  the  71ft  deg.  where,  moreover,  the 
continents  diverge  nearly  in  the  diredion  of  E. 
and  W.  and  where  there  is  not  any  land  known  to 
exift  in  the  vicinity  of  the  pole.  For  the  farther 
fatisfaftion  of  our  readers  on  this  fubject,  we  refer 
them  to  Dr.  Forfter's  "  Obfervations  round  the 
world,'*  where  they  will  find  the  queftion  of  the 
formation  of  the  ice,  difcuffed  in  a  full  and  fatis- 
faclory  manner,  and  the  probability  of  open  polar 
feas  difproved  by  many  forcible  arguments. 

In  order  to  give  thefe  obfervations  their  full  force, 
we  beg  leave  co  fubjoin  a  comparative  view  of  the 
progrefs  made  by  us  to  the  northward,  at  the  two 
different  feafons  in  which  we  were  occupied  in  that 
purfuit ;  together  with  fome  general  remarks  re- 
fpefting  the  fea,  and  the  coafts  of  the  two  conti- 
nents, which  lie  to  the  N.  of  Beering's  Straits.  la 
1778,  we  did  not  difcover  the  ice,  till  we  advanced 
to  the  latitude  of  70  deg.  on  the  17th  of  Auguft  ; 
and  when  we  found  it  in  compad  bodies,  which  ex- 
tended as  far  as  the  eye  could  difcern,  and  of  which 
the  whole,  or  a  part,  was  in  motion,  fince,  by  its 
drifting  down  upon  our  fhips,  we  were  almoft  hem- 
med in  between  that  and  the  land.  ,  After  we  had 
experienced,  both  how  fruitlefs  and  dangerous  it 
would  be  to  attempt  to  penetrate  farther  to  the 
northward  between  the  land  and  the  ice,  we  ftood 
over  towards  the  fide  of  Afia,  between  the  latitudes 
of  69  deg.  and  70  deg.  After  having  encountered 
in  this  track  very  large  fields  of  ice,  and  though  the 
fogs  and  thicknefs  of  the  weather  prevented  us  from 
entirely  tracing  a  connected  line  of  it  acrofs,  yet 
we  were  certain  of  meeting  with  it  before  it  reached 
the  latitude  of  70  deg.  whenever  we  made  any  at- 
tempts to  fl:and  to  the  N.  On  the  2  (5th  of  Auguft, 
we  were  in  latitude  69  deg.  45min.  longitude  184 
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dieg.  obftru6led  by  it  in  fuch  a  mannerj  and  in  fiich 
quantities,  that  we  could  not  pafs  either  to  the  N.  or 
W.  and  were  under  the  necellity  of  ruhning  along 
the  edge  of  it  to  the  S.  S.  W.  till  we  perceived  land, 
which  proved  to  be  the  Aliatic  coaft.  With  the 
feafon  thus  far  advanced,  the  weather  fetting  in 
with  fnow  and  fleet,  and  other  indications  of  the 
approach  of  winter,  we  relinquilhed  our  enterprize 
for  that  time. 

When  we  made  a  fecond  attempt,  the  following 
feafon,  in  1779,  we  did  little  more  than  confirm  the 
remarks  made  by  us  in  the  firft  ;  for  we  never  had 
an  opportunity  of  approaching  the  continent  of 
Afia  in  a  higher  latitude  than  67  deg.  nor  that  of 
America  in  any  parts,  except  a  few  leagues  between 
the  latitude  of  68  deg.  and  68  deg.  20  min.  that 
we  had  not  feen  the  preceding  year.  We  now 
met  with  obftruclions  from  the  ice  3  deg.  lower ; 
and  our  efforts  to  make  farther  progrefs  to  the 
northward,  were  chiefly  confined  to  the  middle 
fpace  between  the  two  coafts.  We  penetrated  near 
q  deg.  farther  on  the  fide  of  America,  than  that  of 
Afia,  coming  up  with  the  ice  both  years  fooner, 
and  in  more  conliderable  quantities,  on  the  latter 
coaft.  As  we  advanced  in  our  northerly  courfe. 
we  found  the  ice  more  folid  and  compact :  however, 
as  in  our  different  traverfes  from  one  fide  to  the 
other,  we  palled  over  fpaces  which  had  before  been 
covered  with  it,  we  imagined,  that  the  grcateft  part 
of  what  we  faw  was  moveable.  Its  height,  on  a 
medium,  we  eftimatcd  at  eight  or  ten  feet,  and  that 
of  the  highefl  at  16  or  1  8  feet.  We  again  examined 
the  currents  twice,  and  found  that  they  were  un- 
equal, though  they  never  exceeded  one  mile  an 
hour.  We  likewife  found  the  currents  to  fet  dif- 
ferent ways,  but  more  from  the  S.  W.  than  from 
any  other  quarter ;  yet  whatever  their  direction 
might  be,  tlveir  effctt  was  fo  inconfiderable,  that 
no  conclufions,  with  refped  to  the  exiftence  of  any 
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paflage  towards  the  N.  could  poffibly  be  drawn  from 
them.  We  found  July  much  colder  than  Auguft. 
The  thermometer,  in  the  1  ft  of  thefe  months,  was 
once  at  28  deg.  and  frequently  at  30  deg.  whereas, 
during  the  hit  feafon,  in  1778,  it  was  very  uncom- 
mon m  Auguft/ to  have  it  fo  low  as  the  freezing 
point.  In  both  feafons,  we  experienced  fome 
high  winds,  all  of  which  blew  from  the  S.  W. 
Whenever  the  wind  was  n^oderate  from  any  quar- 
ter, we  were  fubjeci  to  fogs ;  but  they  were  obferved 
to  attend  foutherly  winds  more  conftantly  than 
others.  The  ftraits,  between  the  American  and 
Aliatic  continents,  at  their  neareft  approach,  in 
lat.  66  deg.  were  afcertained  by  us  to  be  13  leagues, 
or  39  miles,  beyond  which  they  diverge  to  N.  E. 
by  E.  and  VV.  N.  W.  and  in  the  lat.  of  69  d^g.  their 
diftance  from  each  other  is  about  300  miles,  or  100 
leagues.  In  the  afpect  of  the  two  coiintries  to  the 
N.  of  the  ftraits,  a  great  refemblance  is  difcernible. 
Both  of  them  are  deftitute  of  wood.  The  fhores 
are  low,  with  mountains  farther  inland,  riilng  to  a 
great  height.  The  foundings,  in  the  midway  of 
the  ftraits,  were  29  and  30  fathoms,  gradually  de- 
crealing  as  we  approached  either  continent ;  with 
this  difterence,  however,  that  the  water  was  fome- 
what  fhallower  on  the  coaft  of  America,  than  on 
that  of  Ada,  at  an  equal  cjiftance  from  land.  The 
bottom,  towards  the  n)iddle,  was  a  foft  flimy 
mud ;  and  near  either  fliore,  it  was  a  brownilh 
fand,  intermixed  with  a  few  Ihells,  and  fmail  frag- 
ments of  ftones.  We  found  but  little  tide  or  cur- 
rent, and  that  came  from  the  W.  But  on  the  30th 
of  July,  in  the  prefent  year  1779,  when  in  Beer- 
ing's  Straits,  and  fleering  to  the  fouthward,  we 
found  a  current  fo  ftrong  as  to  make  our  paffage 
both  difficult  and  dangerous.  It  fet  at  this  time  to 
the  N.  VV.  We  might  to  thefe  obfervations,  which, 
we  doubt  not,  will  be  highly  acceptable  to  our  very 
numerous  friends  and  fubfcribers,  add  fome  otherss; 
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but  we  apprehend,  they  will  think,  with  us,  that  it 
is  now  time  to  refume  the  narrative  of  our  voyage, 
which  was  broken  off  on  the  31ft  of  July,  on  which 
day,  at  noon,  we  had  proceeded  18  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Eaft  Cape. 
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CHAP.      XIX. 

ON  Sunday,  the  ift  of  Auguft,  i779>  ^^  ^^' 
ferved  in  lat.64deg.  23  min.  long,  i  89  deg. 
I5inin.  at  which  time  the  Afiatic  coall  extended 
from  N.  W.  by  W.  to  W.  half  S.  diftant  1 2  leagues, 
and  the  land  to  the  E.  of  St.  Lawrence  bore  S.  half 
W.  On  the  2d,  the  weather  being  clear,  we  faw 
the  fame  land  again,  at  noon,  extending  from  W. 
S.  W.  half  W.  to  S.  E.  and  forming  feveral  elevated 
hummucks,  which  had  the  appearance  of  feparate 
iflands.  Our  lat.  this  day,  at  noon,  we  found  to 
be  64  deg.  3  min.  long.  189  deg.  28  min.  and  our 
foundings  were  17  fathoms.  We  were  not  near 
enough  to  this  land  to  afcertain,  whether  it  was  a 
group  of  iflands,  or  only  a  fingle  one.  We  had 
pafled  its  moft  weflerly  point  in  the  evening  of  the 
3d  of  July,  which  we  then  fuppofed  to  be  the  Ifle 
of  St.  Lawrence ;  the  eafternmoft  we  failed  clofe  by 
in  September,  the  preceding  year,  and  this  we  de- 
nominated Gierke's  Ifland,  and  found  it  compofed 
of  a  number  of  lofty  cliffs,  connefted  by  very  low- 
land. Though  thofe  cliffs  were  miftaken  by  us,  laft 
year,  for  feparate  iflands,  till  we  made  a  very  near 
approach  to  the  fhore,  we  are  ftill  inclined  to  con- 
jefture,  that  the  Ifle  of  St.  Lawrence  is  diftincl  from 
Gierke's  Ifland,  as  there  appeared  between  them  a 
confiderable  fpace,  where  we  did  not  obferve  the 
leaft  appearance  of  rifmg  ground.  In  the  afternoon, 
we  likewife  faw  what  had  the  appearance  of  a  fmall 
ifland,  to  the  N.  E.  of  the  land  that  we  had  feen  at 
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noon,  and  which,  from  the  thicknefs  of  the  wea- 
ther, we  had  only  fight  of  once.  We  fuppofed  its 
diftance  to  be  19  leagues  from  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Lawrence,  in  the  direftion  of  N.  E.  by  E.  half  E. 
On  the  3d,  we  had  light  variable  winds,  and  fleered 
round  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  Ifle  of  St.  Lawrence. 
In  the  afternoon,  a  frefh  breeze  rifing  from  the  E. 
we  fleered  to  the  S.  S.  W.  and  quickly  lofl  fight  of 
St.  Lawrence.  On  Saturday,  the  7th,  at  noon,  we 
obferved  in  lat.  59  deg.  38  min.  long.  183  deg.  At 
four  o'clock,  having  a  dead  calm,  part  of  the  com- 
panies of  both  ihips  were  employed  in  fiihing,  and 
caught  a  great  number  of  fine  large  cod,  in  17  fa- 
thoms water,  which  were  diflributed  equally  among 
the  crew^s.  To  this  place  we  gave  the  name  of  the 
Bank  of  Good  Providence,  and  as  foon  as  the  breeze 
fprung  up  we  made  fail,  and  flood  to  S.  W.  but 
we  were  forced  more  to  the  eaflward  than  we  wifhed, 
it  being  our  intention  to  make  Beering*s  Ifland. 
On  Tuefday,  the  10th,  we  were,  by  obfervation, 
in  lat.  ^6  deg.  37  min.  Friday,  the  13th,  we  dif- 
patched  a  boat  to  the  Difcovery,  for  the  purpofe  of 
comparing  time,  and  fhe  carried  the  difagreeable 
intelligence,  that  Captain  Gierke  had  been  given 
over  by  the  furgeon.  The  weather  falling  calm, 
we  hove  to,  in  order  to  get  fome  fifh  for  the  fick : 
a  few  were  caught,  and  diflributed  accordingly. 

On  Tuefday,  the  1-7 th,  at  five  o'clock,  A.  M.  the 
man  at  the  maft-head  called  out.  Land  to  the  N.  W. 
This  we  imagined  to  be  the  Ifland  of  Mednoi, 
which,  in  the  RufTian  charts,  is  placed  to  the  S.  E. 
of  Beering's  Ifland.  It  is  elevated  land,  and  was 
at  this  time  apparently  free  from  fnow.  By  our 
reckoning,  it  lies  in  lat.  54  deg.  28  min.  long.  167 
deg.  52  min.  Gaptain  Gierke,  now  perceiving  his 
end  drawing  near,  fignified  his  defire,  that  the  offi- 
cers would  receive  their  orders  from  Mr.  King  ;  and 
direded,  for  the  lad  time,  that  we  fhould  repair, 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  to  the  Bay  of  Awatfka. 

The 
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The  wind  continuing  wefterly,  we  held  on  a  fou- 
therly  courfe,  till  Thurfday,  the  19th,  when,  after 
a  few  hours  continuance  of  rain,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  blew  from  the  E.  and  became  a  ftrong  gale. 
We  made  the  moftof  it,byftanding  towards  the  W. 
with  all  the  fail  we  could  carry.  On  the  20th,  the 
wind  varying  to  the  S.  W.  we  fleered  a  W.  N.  W. 
courfe.  At  noon,  we  obferved  in  lat.  53  deg.  7 
inin.  long.  162  deg.  49  min.  On  Saturday,  the 
21ft,  between  five  and  fix  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  de- 
fcried  a  very  lofty  peaked  mountain,  on  the  coaft 
of  Kamtfchatka,  known  by  the  name  of  Chepoon- 
fkoi  Mountain,  bearing  N.  W.  by  N.  and  diftant 
near  30  leagues.  At  noon,  the  coaft  was  obferved 
to  extend  from  N.  by  E.  to  W.  with  a  very  great 
hazinefs  upon  it.  and  diftant  about  1 2  leagues. 

On  Sunday  the  22nd,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.  a 
boat  was  fent  off  to  the  Difcovery,  to  announce  to 
Captain  Gore,  the  death  of  our  commodore,  Cap- 
tain Charles  Clerke,  who  paid  the  debt  of  nature 
when  in  the  38th  year  of  his  age.     His  death  was 
occafioned  by  a  confumption,  which  had  manifeftly 
commenced  before  his  departure  from  England,  and 
of  which  he  had  lingered  during  the  whole  conti- 
nuance of  the  voyage.     His  very  gradual  decay  had 
for  a  long  time  rendered  him  a  melancholy  objed  to 
his  friends;  but  the  firmnefs  and  equanimity  with 
which  he  bore  the  flow  approaches  of  death,  the 
conftant  flow  of  good  fpirits  which  he  retained  even 
to  the  laft  hour,  and  a  chearful  refignation  to  the  de- 
cree of  heaven,  furnifhed  them  with  fome  confola- 
tion.     It  was  impoilible  not  to  feel  an  uncommon 
degree  of  compailion  for  a  gentleman,  who  had  ex- 
perienced a  feries  of  thofe  diiilculties  and  hardfliips, 
which  muft  be  the  inevitable  lot  of  every  feaman, 
and  under  which  he  at  laft  funk.     He  was  bred  to 
the  navy  from  his  youth,  and  h  id   been  in  many 
engagements  during  the  war  which  commenced  in 
1756.     In  the  aflion  between  the  Bellona  and  Cou- 
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tageux,  he  was  ftationed  in  the  mizen-top,  and  was 
earned  over-board  with  the  maft ;  but  was  taken 
up,  without  having  received  the  leaft  injury.     He 
was  midfliipman  on  board  the  Dolphin,  commanded 
by  Commodore  Byron,  when  he  firft  failed  round 
the  world  ;  and   was  afterwards  on  the  American 
ftation.     In  the  year  1768,  he  engaged  in  a  fecond 
voyage  round  the  world,  in  the  fituation  of  mailer's 
mate  of  the  Endeavour ;  and,  during  that  expedi- 
tion, fucceeded  to  a  lieutenancy.     In  the  Refolution 
he  made  a  third  voyage  round  the  world,  in  the 
capacity  of   fecond    lieutenant :    and,    in  a  fliort 
time  after  his  return,  he  was  appointed  mafter  and 
commander.     In  the  prefent  expedition,  he  was 
appointed  captain  of  the  Difcovery,  and  to  accom- 
pany Captain  Cook.     By  the  calamitous  death  of 
the  latter,  he  fucceeded  of  courfe,  as  we  have  al- 
ready related,  to  the  chief  command.     It  would 
favour  of  injuftice  and  ingratitude,  not  to  mention, 
that,  during  the  ihort  time  he  was  commodore,  we 
always  obferved  him  to  be  remarkable  zealous  for  the 
luccefs  of  the  expedition.  When  the  principal  com- 
mand devolved  upon  him,  his  health  began  rapidly 
to  decline  ;  and  he  was  unequal,  in  every  refpect, 
to  encounter  the  feverity  of  a  high  northern  climate. 
The  vigour  of  his  mind,  however,  was  not,  in  the 
leaft,  impaired  by  the  decay  of  his  body :  and  though 
he  was  perfectly  feniible,  that  his  delaying  to  return 
to  a  warmer  region,  was  depriving  himfelf  of  the 
only  chance  of  recovery  ;  yet,  fo  attentive  was  he 
to  his  duty,  that  he  was  determined  not  to  fuffer  his 
own  fituation  to  bias  his  judgment  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  fervice  :  he  therefore  perfevered  in  the  fearch 
of  a  paflage,  till  every  officer  in  both  (hips,  declared 
they  were  of  opinion  it  was  impracticable,  and  that 
any  farther  attempts  would  be  equally  hazardous 
and  ineffectual. 

The  meflenger  who  was  fent  to  the  Difcovery 
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death,  brought  a  letter  from  Captain  Gore,  con- 
taining an  order  for  Captain  King  to  exert  his  ut- 
moft  endeavours  to  keep  in  company  with  the  Dif- 
covery,  and,  if  a  feparation  fhould  happen,  to  re- 
pair as  foon  as  poflible  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
At  noon,  we  were  by  obfervation  in  lat.  53  deg.  8 
min.   long.   160  deg.   40  min.   E.     Cheepoonlkoi 
Nofs  bearing  W.     On  the  23d,  we  fteered  for  the 
entrance  of  Awatfka  Bay,  which  we  faw  in  the 
evening,  at  the  diftance   of  5  leagues.     At  eight 
o'clock,  the  Hght-houfe,  which   now  furniftied  a 
good  light,  bore  W.  N.  by  W.  3  miles  diftant.     It 
was  now  a  perfed  calm,  but,  the  tide  being  favour- 
able, our  boats  were  fent  a-head,  which  towed  us 
beyond  the  narrow  parts  of  the  mouth  of  the  har- 
bour.    On  the  24th,   at   one  o'clock,   A.  M.  we 
dropped  anchor,  the  ebb  tide  fetting  againft  us. 
At  nine,  we  weighed,  and  before  three,  P.  M.  we 
anchored  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul ; 
having  up  our  enfign  half  ftaff,  as  the  body  of  our 
late  Captain  was  in  the  veflel  -,  and  the  Difcovery 
followed  us  in  a  veryfiiort  time.     Both  fhips  were 
moored   in   four  fathoms  water,  muddy  bottom. 
From  the  time  we  bad  fet  fail  out  of  this  bay,  till 
the  prefent  time  of  our  retuin,  we  had  been  in  no 
harbour  to  refit,  and  had  been  driven  from  ifland 
to  ifland,  and  from  one  continent  to  the  other,  till 
our  fhips  had  in  a  manner  loll  their  Iheathing,  and 
were  otherwife  in  a  miferable  condition  ;  we  there- 
fore thought  ourfelves  exceeding  happy  in  arriving 
at  port.     Soon  after  we  had   anchored,  we  were 
vifited  by  our  old  friend  the  Serjeant,  ftill  the  com- 
manding officer,  who  brought  with  him  a  prefent 
of  berries,  intended  for  our  late  commodore.     He 
was  much  affedled  at  hearing  of  his  death,  and  fee- 
ing the  coffin  that  contained  his  remains.     As  the 
deceafed  had  particularly  requefted  to  be  buried  on 
fliore,  and  gave  the  preference  to  the  church  at 
Paratounca,  we  coniulted  the  Serjeant  about  the 
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necefl'ary  fteps  to  be  taken  on  this  occafion,  who  re- 
ferred us  to  the  prieft,  as  being  the  perfon  beft  qua- 
lified to  give  us  infoi-mation  on  this  fubject.  At 
the  fame  time  he  fignified  his  intention  of  fending 
an  exprefs  to  the  commander  of  Bolcheretfk,  with 
an  account  of  our  arrival  •,  when  Commodore  Gore 
begged  to  avail  himfelf  of  that  opportunity  of  con- 
veying a  letter  to  him,  wherein  herequefled  that  16 
head  of  black  cattle  might  be  fent  with  all  poihble 
clifpatch.  At  this  time,  we  received  intelligence  of 
Sopofnicoif's  arrival  from  Oonalaihka,  who  took 
charge  of  the  pacquet  fent  by  Captain  Cook  to 
the  Admiralty,  and  which  we  had  the  pleafure  to 
find,  had  been  forwarded. 

Wednefday,  the  25th,  in  the  morning.  Captain 
Gore,  in  confequence  of  the  death  of  our  late  com- 
modore, made  out  the  new  commiflions.  He  him- 
felf fucceeded  to  the  chief  command  in  the  Ilefo- 
lution ;  and  our  lieutenant,  Mr.  King,  was  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  Difcovery.  jMr.  Lanyan, 
mailer's  mate  of  the  llefolution,  and  who  had  been 
in  that  capacity,  in  a  foi  nier  voyage,  on  board  the 
Adventure,  was  appointed  to  the  vacant  lieute- 
nancy. In  confequence  of  thefe  arrangements,  the 
following  promotions  took  place.  Lieutenants 
Burney  and  Hickman  (from  the  Difcovery)  were 
appointed  firft  and  fecond  lieutenants  of  the  Refo- 
lution  ;  and  lieutenant  Williamfon  liril  lieutenant 
of  the  Difcovery.  Captain  King,  by  the  permifiion 
of  the  commodore,  took  in  four  midfliipmen,  who 
had  rendered  themfelves  ufefu!  to  him  in  aftronomi- 
cal  calculations ;  and  whofe  afliftance  was  become 
the  more  neceiTary,  as  we  had  not  an  ephemeris  for 
the  prefent  year.  And  that  aftronomical  obferva- 
tions  might  not  be  neglected  to  be  made  in  either 
fliip,  Mr.  Bayly  took  Captain  King*s  place  in  the 
Refolution,  for  thefe  purpofes.  This  day  we  were 
attended  by  the  Pope  Romanoff  Verefhagen,  the 
\vorthy  Priell  of  Paratounca.     His  cxpreiTions  of 
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forrow  for  the  death  of  Captain  Gierke  did  honour 
to  his  feelings  ;  but  the  good  old  gentleman,  though 
much  concerned,  ftarted  feveral  difficulties,  and 
appeared  rather  unwiUing  to  comply  with  the  rer 
queft  of  the  deceafed.  He  urged,  among  other 
objcdlions,  that  the  church  was  foon  to  be  pulled 
flown  ;  that  every  winter  it  was  three  feet  deep  in 
water  ^  and  that  in  a  few  years  no  veftige  of  it  would 
remain,  as  the  new  church  was  to  be  ereded  near 
the  pftrog  of  Awatika,  upon  a  drier  and  moreconr 
T^enient  fpot.  He  therefore  advifed,  that  the  re- 
mains of  our  late  commodore  fhould  be  depofited 
at  the  foot  of  a  tree,  the  fcite  of  which  was  to  be 
included  in  the  body  of  the  new  church,  where  the 
bones  of  the  Captain  might  probably  reft  for  ages 
undifturbed  :  however,  he  fubmitted  the  choice  of 
either  place  entirely  to  Captain  Gore.  Thefe  rea- 
fons,  whether  real  or  fictitious,  the  officers  who  had 
charge  of  the  funeral  could  not  difprove,  and  there- 
fore fome  of  our  people  had  orders  to  dig  the  grave 
where  the  prieft  fhould  direcl:. 

The  Difcovery  having  fuffered  great  injury  frorp 
the  ice,  efpecially  on  the  agd  of  July,  and  conti- 
nued exceeding  leaky  ever  fince,  it  was  appre- 
hended that  fome  of  her  timbers  mi2;ht  have  ftarted : 
our  carpenters  were  therefore  fent  to  affift  thofe  of 
the  Difcovery  in  repairing  her.  To  accommodate 
thofe  who  were  to  be  employed  on  ftiore,  a  tent  was 
erected,  and  a  party  was  fent  into  the  country, 
north  of  the  harbour,  to  fell  timber.  The  obfer- 
vatories  were  placed  at  the  weft  end  of  the  village, 
near  which  was  erected  a  tent,  as  an  abode  for  the 
commodore  and  Captain  King.  When  the  carpen- 
ters began  to  rip  the  damaged  flieathing  from  the 
lai  board  bow,  it  was  difcovered,  that  three  feet  of 
the  third  ftrake  were  ftaved,  and  the  timbers 
ftarted  :  and  as  they  proceeded,  the  decayed  ftate 
of  the  fliip's  hull  became  more  and  more  apparent. 
The  fca  Ion  being  now  far  advanced,  Captain  King 
^    '     '  '"Wa§ 
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was  unwilling  that  any  hindrance  or  delay  lliould 
happen   through  him,  to    Captain   Gore's  farther 
views  of  difcovery,  and  therefore  ordered  the  car- 
penters to  rip  off  no  more  of  the  fheathing,  than 
fhould  be  abfolutely  neceflary  for  repairing  the  da- 
mages occalioned  by  the  ice.     He  was  apprehenfive 
of  their  meeting  with  more  decayed  planks,  which 
he  thought  had  better  remain  in  that  ftate,than  have 
their  places  fupplied   with  green  birch,  even  fup- 
pofing  it  could  be  procured.     All  hands  were  now 
fully  employed  in  their  feparate  departments,  that 
we  might  be  perfectly  ready  for  fea,  by  the  time 
the  carpenters  had  completed  their  bufinefs.     Four 
men  were  fet  apart  to  haul  the  feine  for  falmon^ 
"which  were  caught  in  immenfe  quantities,  and  we 
found  them  of  moft  excellent  quality.     After  the 
wants  of  both  Ihips  were  fufficiently  fupplied,  we 
daily  falted  down  almoil  a  hogfliead.     We  had  four 
invalids,  who  were  employed  in  gathering  greens^ 
and  cooking  for  thofe  who  were  afliore.     We  alfo 
landed  our  powder,  in  order  to  have  it  dried  ;  and 
the  blubber  of  the  fea-horfes,  with  which  both  fhips 
had  completely  fiirniihed  themfelves,  in  our  paf- 
lage  to  the  north,  was  now  boiled  down  for  oil, 
and  was  become  a  very  neceflary  article,  having 
long  fince  expended  all  our  candles.     The  cooper 
was  alfo  employed  in  his  department.     Both  fhips 
companies  were   thus  engaged  till  Saturday,  the 
28th,  in  the  afternoon,  which  was  allowed  to  every 
man  (except  the  carpenters)  to  wafh  their  linen,  and 
get  their  clothes  in  tolerable  order,  that  on  Sunday 
they  might  make  a  decent  appearance. 

On  Sunday,  the  29th,  we  performed  the  laft  at- 
fecfing  oflices  at  the  interment  of  Captain  Clerke, 
our  late  much  refpecled  commodore;  and  to  make 
the  funeral  the  more  folemn,  every  officer  was  de- 
fired  to  appear  in  his  uniform  j  the  marines  Were 
ordered  to  be  drawn  up  under  arms ;  and  the  com- 
mon men  to  b«  dreffed  as  nearly  alike  as  pofHble, 
3  ^  H  2  in 


21  $6    Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

in  order  to  attend  the  eorpfe  from  the  water-fide  to 
the  grave.  All  the  Ruffians  in  the  garrifon  aflem- 
bled  on  the  occafion,  allifling  refpectfully  in  the 
folemnity,  and  the  worthy  paftor  of  Paratounca 
jioined  in  the  proGeffion,walkingwith  the  gentleman 
who  read  the  fervice*  The  ftiips,  at  the  fame  time, 
fired  minute  guns,  and  the  drums,  muffled  asufual, 
beat  the  dead  march.  When  the  eorpfe  arrived  at 
the  grave,  it  was  depofited  under  a  triple  difcharge 
of  three  vollies,  fired  by  the  marines,  which  con- 
cluded the  burial  fervice.  When  the  grave  was 
covered,  it  was  thought  proper  to  fence  it  in  by 
piles  driven  deep  in  the  ground,  and  afterwards  to 
fill  up  the  fpace  inclofed  with  ftones  and  earth,  to 
preferve  the  body  from  being  devoured  in  the  winter 
by  bears,  or  other  wild  beads,  who  are  remarkable 
for  their  fagacity  in  fcenting  out  the  bodies  of  dead 
paffengers,  when  any  happen  to  perilh,  and  are 
buried  near  the  roads.  This  mournful  ceremony  be- 
ing over,  an  efcutcheon  was  prepared,  and  neatly 
painted  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Webber,  with  the 
captain's  coat  of  arms  properly  emblazoned,  and 
placed  in  the  church  of  Paratounca.  Underneath 
the  efcutcheon  was  the  following  infcription. 

There  lies  interred  at  the  foot  of  a  tree, 
near  the  Oflrog  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul, 

The  Body  of 
CHARLES     CLERK  E,    Efquire, 
Commander  of  his  Britannic  Majefty's 
Ships,  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery ; 
To  which  he  fucceeded  on  the  Death  of 
JAMES     COOK,     Efquire, 
Who  was  killed  by  the  natives  of  an  Ifland  we 
difcovered  in  the  South  Sea,  after  having  ex- 
plored the  Coaft  of  America,  from  42  deg. 
27  min.  to  70  deg.  40  min.  57  fee.  N. 
in  fearch  of  a  N.  W.  pafl'age 
from  EUROPE  to  the 
EAST-INDIES. 

The 
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The  Second  Attempt  being  made  by- 
Captain  Gierke,  who  failed  within  fome  few 
Leagues  of  Captain  Cook  j  but  was  brought 
up  by  a  folid  body  of  Ice,  which  he  found 
from  th?  America  to  the  Alia  fhore, 
and  almoft  trended  due  Eaft  and 
Weft— He  died  at  Sea, 
on  his  return  to  the 
Southward,  on  the 
22  nd  Day  of 
Auguft,   1779, 
Aged  38  Years. 
Another  infcription  was  affixed  to  the  tree  under 
which  he  was  interred.     This  tree  ftands  on  a  Httle 
eminence,  in  the  valley,  north  of  the  harbour,  (and 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  town),  where  the  ftore- 
houfes  and  hofpital  are  lituated,  and  round  which 
feveral  Ruffian  gentlemen  had   been  buried ;  but 
none  fo  high  upon  the  eminence  as  the  fpot  pointed 
out  for  the  grave  of  Captain  Clerke,  and  which 
Captain  Gore  fuppofed  to  be  fuch  a  fituation,  as  was 
moft  confonant  to  the  wiflies  of  the  deceafed.     The 
infcription,  at  this  place,  was  nearly  the  fame  as 
that  in  the  church,  and  is  as  follows : 

Beneath  this  tree  hes  the  Body  of 

Captain  CHARLES  CLERKE,  Efquire, 

Commander  of  His  Britannic  Majefty's 

Ships,  the  Refolution  and  Difcovery  : 

Which  Command  he  fucceeded  to,  on  the  I4tb 

of  Febiuary,  1779,  '^'^  the  Death  of 

Captain  JAMES  COOK, 

Who  was  killed  by  the  Natives  of  fome- 

Iflands  he  difcovered  in  the  South 

Sea,  on  the  Date  above. 

CAPTAIN  CLERKE  died  at  Sea, 

of  a  lingering  Illnefs,  on  the  a  2d  Day  of 

Auguft,  1779, 

In  the  38th  Year  of  his  Age : 

And  v/as  Interred  on  Sunday,  the  29th  following. 

On 
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On   this  occafion  the  crews  of  both  fhips  were' 
fufFered  to  continue  on  fhore,  and  to  divert  them' 
ielves,  each  as  he  iiked  beft.    It  was  Captain  Gierke's 
defire   that     they   fliould   have  double   allowance 
for  three  days  fuccefiively,  and  all  that  while  to  be 
excufed  from  every  other  duty,  than  what  the  or- 
dinary  attendance  in  the  fliips  required  ;  but  the 
feafon  being  far  advanced,  and  a  long  track  of  un- 
known Tea  to  traverfe  before  they  could  reach  China^ 
the  officers  reprefenting  the  hardfliips  and  inconve- 
niences that  fo  much  loft  time  might  bring  upon 
themfelvcs,  they  very  readily  gave  up  that  part  of 
the  captain's  requeft,  and  returned  to  their  refpec- 
tive  duties  early  the  next  day.     Accordingly,  on 
Monday  the  30th,  the  feveral  parties reaflumed  their 
allotted  employments;  and  on  the  2nd  of  September, 
the  carpenters  proceeded   to  rip  off  fuch   of  the 
fheathing  as  had  been  injured  by  the  ice,  from  the 
flarboard-iide ;   having   firft   fliifted   the  damaged 
planks,  and  repaired  and  caulked  the  fheathing  of 
the  larboard-bow.     Four  feet  of  the  plank  w^ere 
difcovered  in  the  third  ftrake  under  the  wale,  fo 
much  fhaken  as  to  require  to  be  replaced  ;  which 
was  accordingly  done  ;  and  on  the  3d  the  fheathing 
was  repaired.     In  the  afternoon  we  got  fome  ballaft 
on  board  ;  after  which  we  unhung  the  rudder,  and 
caufed  it  to  be  conveyed  on  fhore,  the  lead  of  the 
pintles  being  much  worn,  and  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  fheathing  rubbed  off.     This  day  an  enfign  ar- 
rived from   Bolcheretlk,    with    a  letter  from   the 
commander  of  that  place  to  Captain  Gore  ;  froni 
which,  by  the  affiftance  of  the  ferjeant,  we  under- 
ftood,  that  proper  orders  had  been  given  refpeding 
the  cattle  ;  and  that  in  a  few  days  we  might  expect 
to  fee  them :  to  which  was  added,  that   Captain 
ShmalefF,  who  fucceeded  Major  Behm  in  his  com- 
mand, would  pay  us  a  vilit  on  the  arrival  of  a  floop' 
whvch  he  expected  from  Okotflc.     The  bearer  of  the 
letter  was  a  fon  of  Captain  Lieutenant  Synd,  who' 
2  about 
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about  eleven  years  ago,  was  appointed  to  the  com» 
mand  of  an  expedition  on  difcovery,  between  Afia 
and  America,  and  now  refided  at  Okotlk.  He  told 
us  he  was  appointed  to  receive  our  directions,  and 
to  fupply  us  with  every  thing  that  our  lervice 
might  require  :  that  he  Ihould  remain  with  us,  till 
it  was  convenient  for  the  commander  to  leave  Bol- 
cheretfk  ;  and  then  he  was  to  return,  or  the  garri- 
fon  would  be  without  an  officer.  The  Ruffians,  in 
Kamtfchatka,  could  not  furnifli  us  with  a  better 
account  of  Synd  than  Mr.  Coxe  has  given  us ; 
though  they  feemed  difpofed  to  communicate,  with- 
out  referve,  what  they  really  knew.  From  Major 
Behm  we  had  received  only  this  general  informa- 
tion ;  that  the  expedition  had  mifcarried,  and  that 
the  commander  had  been  cenfured.  It  was  evident, 
that  he  had  been  on  the  coaft  of  America,  fouth  of 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales  ;  and  as  he  was  too  far  north 
to  meet  with  fea  otters,  which  the  Ruffians  feem  to 
have  in  view  in  all  their  attempts  at  dilcoveries,  it 
is  probable,  that  his  return  without  having  made 
any,  from  whence  commercial  advantages  might  be 
reaped,  was  the  caufe  of  his  difgrace,  and  on  that 
account  his  voyage  is  fpoken  of  with  contempt  by 
all  the  Ruffians.  On  Sunday,  the  5th,  all  the  par- 
ties that  were  on  fhore  returned  to  the  fliip,  and 
were  employed  in  fcrubbing  her  bottom,  and  get- 
ting in  fome  fliingle  ballaft.  On  Wednefday,  the 
8th,  we  hauled  the  Refolution  on  fhore,  in  order 
to  repair  fome  damages  flie  had  received  from  the 
ice,  in  her  cutwater.  We  began,  about  this  time, 
to  make  a  flrong  decoftion  from  a  fpecies  of  dwarf 
pine,  which  is  very  plentiful  in  this  country,  judg- 
ing it  would  hereafter  be  ufeful  in  making  beer, 
and  that  we  might  perhaps  be  able  to  procure  fugar, 
or  a  fubftitute,  to  ferment  with  it,  at  Canton.  We 
knew,  however,  it  would  be  an  admirable  medicine 
for  the  fcurvy,  and  therefore  were  particularly  de- 
^rous  of  procuring  a  confiderable  fupply  j  as  moll 

of 
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of  the  preventatives  with  which  we  had  furnilhed 
ourfelves.  Were  either  confumed,  or  had  left  their 
efficacy  through  long  keeping.  When  we  had  pre- 
pared about  a  hoglhead  of  it,  the  fliip's  copper  was 
found  to  be  remarkably  thin,  and  that,  in  many 
places,  it  was  even  cracked.  This  obliged  us  to 
defift,  and  orders  were  given,  that,  for  the  future, 
it  fliould  be  ufed  as  fparingly  as  poUlble.  Thole 
navigators,  who  may  hereafter  be  engaged  in  long 
voyages,  would  ad  judicioufly  if  they  provided 
themfelves  with  a  fpare  copper,  or,  at  leaft,  they 
fliould  be  fully  convinced,  that  the  copper,  ufually 
furnifhed,  fliould  be  remarkably  ftrong  and  durable. 
Thefe  neceffary  utenfils  are  employed  in  fo  many 
extra  fervices,  particularly  in  that  important  one  of 
brewing  antifcorbutic  decodions,  that  fome  fuch 
provifion  feems  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  and  the  for- 
mer appears  the  more  eligible,  becaufe  a  much 
greater  quantity  of  fuel  would  be  confumed  in  heat- 
ing coppers  that  are  very  thick. 

Friday,  the  loth,  in  the  morning,  the  boats  from 
both  the  fhips  were  ordered  to  tow  a  Ruffian  galliot  in- 
to the  harbour,  which  had  juft  arrived  from  Okotik, 
She  had  been  no  lefs  than  35  days  on  her  paffage, 
and,  from  the  Light-houfe,  had  been  obferved  a  fort- 
night before,  beating  up  towards  the  mouth  of  the 
bay.  The  crew  had,  at  that  time,  difpatched  their 
boat  on  fliore,  in  order  to  procure  water,  which 
they  much  wanted  ;  but,  the  wind  increafing,  the 
boat  was  loft  :  the  galliot  was  again  driven  to  fea, 
and  thofe  who  were  paffen^ers  fuffered,  with  the 
crew,  inconceivable  hardfhips.  On  board  this  gal- 
liot were  fifty  foldiers,  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren ;  they  had  alfo  other  paffengers,  and  the  crew 
confifted  of  25  feamen,  making,  in  the  whole,  up- 
wards of  100  perfons  ;  which,  for  a  veffei  of  80 
tons,  was  a  great  number,  efpecially  as  flie  was 
heavily  laden  with  ftores  and  provifions.  This  gal- 
Uot,  and  the  floop  which  we  faw  here  in  May,  are 
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built  in  the  manner  of  the  Dutch  doggers.     Soon 
after  the  veflel  had  come  to  anchor,  we  were  vifited 
by   a   Pnt-paiouchich,  or  fub-Heutenant,  who   ar- 
rived in  her,  and  fent  to  take  the  command  of  this 
phce.     Some  of  the  foldiers  were  intended  to  rein- 
force the  garrifon  ;  and  two  pieces  of  cannon  were 
brought  on  fliore,  to  ferve  as  an  additional  defence 
to  the  town ;    for,    the  honeft   ferjeant   obferved 
(hrewdly,  that,  as  we  had  found  the  way  here,  others 
might  do  the  fame,  who  would  not  be  fo  welcome 
as  ourfelves.     On  the  i  ith,  the  damages  of  the  Re- 
folution  being  repaired,  we  hauled  her  off  from  the 
(hore,  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  we  got  fotnfi 
pitch,  tar,  cordage,    and   twine  from   the  galliot, 
She   alfo   furniftied    us    with   140  Ikins   of   flour, 
amounting  to  13,782  Englifh  pounds  troy-weight* 
On  the  1 2th,  Enfign  Synd  left  us  to  return  to  Bol- 
cheretfk,  with  the  remainder  of  the  foldiers  who 
had  arrived  in  the  galliot.     During  his  abode  here, 
he  had  been  ourconftant  gueft  ;  and,  on  his  father's 
account,  we  thought  him  in  fome  degree  belonging 
to  us ;  and,  as  one  of  the  family  of  difcoverers^ 
entitled  to  a  (hare  of  our  efteem.     The  ferjeant,  as 
being  commander  of  the  place,  had  hitherto  been 
admitted  to  our  tables  -,  and  his  company  was  ad- 
ditionally welcome  to  us,  becaufe  he  was  fenfible 
and  quick  in  his  conceptions ;  and  comprehended, 
better  than  any  other  perfon,  the  few  Ruflian  words 
that  we   had  acquired.     Whilft  Enfign  Synd  re- 
mained among  us,  he  very  politely  permitted  him 
to  enjoy    the   lame   privileges  ;  but  when  the  new 
commander  arrived  from  Okotfk,  the  ferjeant,  for 
what  canfe  we  did  not  underftand,  fell  into  difgrace, 
and  was  no  longer  permitted  to  fit  in  the  company 
of  his  own  officers.     Our  endeavours  to  obtain  in- 
dulgence for  him,  we  perceived  wpuld  have  been 
ineii'edual ;  for,  though  highly  agreeable  to  us,  it 
was,  perhaps,  incompatible  with  their  ducipline. 
On  Wcdnefday,  the  15th,  we  had  completed  the 
No.  79.  128  ftowage 
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ftowage  of  the  holds,  got  our  wood  and  water  on 
board,  and  were  ready  for  fea  •,  but  we  could  not 
think  of  taking  our  departure,  becaufe  the  cattle 
were  not  yet  arrived  from  Verchnei ;  and  frefh  pro- 
vifions  were  now  become  the  moft  important  arti- 
cle of  our  wants,  and  effentially  neccflary  for  pre- 
ferving  the  health  of  our  people.  Having  before 
us  a  profpecl  of  fine  weather,  we  confidercd  this  as 
a  favourable  opportunity  of  engaging  in  fomc 
amufement  on  fhore,  and  of  acquiring  fome  know- 
ledge of  the  country.  A  party  for  bear-hunting 
was  therefore  propofed  by  Captain  Gore ;  and  on 
Friday,  the  17th,  we  -fet  out  on  this  expedition; 
which  was  deferred  to  that  day,  in  order  to  give  a 
lettle  reft  to  the  Hofpodin  Ivafkin,  a  new  acquain- 
tance, who  had  arrived  here  on  Wednefday,  and 
intended  to  be  one  of  our  party.  Major  Behm  had 
deiired  this  gentleman,  who  refided  ufualiy  at  Verch- 
nei, to  attend  us  on  our  return  to  the  harbour,  and 
affift  us  as  an  interpreter ;  and,  from  what  we  had 
heard  of  him  before  his  arrival,  our  curiolity  to  fee 
him  was  much  excited.  He  is  allied  to  a  conlider- 
able  family  in  lluilla,  and  his  father  was  a  general 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Emprefs.  He  received  his 
education  partly  in  France  ;  he  had  been  a  page  to 
the  Emprefs  Elizabeth,  and  bore  an  enfign's  com- 
niiflion  in  her  guards.  At  16  years  of  age  he  was 
knowted,  had  his  nofe  flit,  and  was  baniflied  to 
Siberia.  He  was  afterwards  tranfported  to  Kamtf- 
chatka,  and  had  refided  there  7,  i  years.  His  perfon 
was  tall  and  thin,  and  his  vifage  furrowed  with 
deep  wrinkles.  Old  age  was  ftrongly  depided  in 
his  whole  figure,  though  only  53  years  of  his  ex- 
iftence  had  fcarcely  elapfed.  Great  was  our  difap- 
pointment  when  we  difcovered,  that  he  had  fo  to- 
tally forgotten  the  French  and  German  languages, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  fpeak  a  fingle  fentence,  nor  to 
comprehend  readily  any  thing  that  was  faid  to  him 
in  either,  of  thofe  languages.  Thus  were  we  de- 
prived 
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prived,  unfortunately,  of  what  we  expected  would 
have  furnifhed  a  favourable  opportunity  of  acquir- 
ing further  information  refpecting  tiiis  country. 
The  caufe  of  his  banifhnient  remained  a  lecret  to 
every  one  in  this  country,  but  it  was  generally  fup- 
pofed,  he  had  been  guilty  of  fome  atrocious  of- 
ience ;  efpecially  as  fevcral  of  the  commanders  of 
Kamtfchatka  have  exerted  their  interell  to  get  him 
recalled,  in  the  reign  of  the  prefent  Emprels  ;  but, 
fo  far  from  fucceeding  in  their  applications,  they 
were  not  able  to  change  the  place  of  his  banifhment. 
He  affured  us  that,  for  20  years,  he  had  not  tailed 
a  morfel  of  bread,  nor  had  been  allowed  any  kind 
of  fubhftence  ;  but  had  h"ved,  all  that  time,  with 
the  Kamtfchadales,  on  what  he  had  procured  from 
the  chace  by  his  own  a<.Tivity  and  toil.  Afterwards 
a  fmall  penlion  was  allowed  him,  and  his  lituation 
has  been  rendered  much  lefs  intolerable,  lince  Major 
Behm  was  appointed  to  tiie  commaud.  Being  no- 
ticed by  ih  rcibedable  a  character,  wJio  often  in- 
vited him  to  become  his  gueft,  others  were  induced 
to  follow  his  example.  The  major  had  alfo  occa-. 
honed  his  pcniion  to  be  augmented  to  100  rubles  a 
year,  which  is  an  enlign's  pay  in  every  other  part 
of  the  Emprcfs's  dominioiiS,  but  in  this  province, 
all  the  officers  have  double  pay.  Major  Bheni  in- 
formed us,  that  he  had  obtained  permiflion  for  huii 
to  go  to  Okotili,  where  he  was  to  refide  in  future  j 
but  that,  at  prclent,  he  Oiould  leave  him  beliind,  a^j 
he  might  probably  be  ufeful  to  us  as  an  interpreter!.', 
on  our  return  to  the  bay. 

We  now  fet  out  on  our  hunting  party,  direcling 
our  courfe  to  the  northward,  towards  a  pool  of 
water,  that  lies  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  Para- 
tounca,  and  which  was  a  known  haunt  of  the  bears. 
We  had  Icarce  landed,  when  unfortunately  the 
wind  changed  to  the  caftward,  and  deftroyed  all 
hopes  of  coming  up  with  our  game ;  for  the  Kartitf- 
chad4lea  affured  us,  that  it  was.  in  vain  to  expecT:  to 
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meet  with  bears,  when  to  the  windwaid  of  them  ; 
owing  to  their  being  pofTeffed  of  an  unccimmon 
acutenefs  in  fcenting  their  pmfuers,  which  enabled 
them,  under  fuch  circumftances,  to  avoid  the  dan- 
ger, though  at  a  very  great  diftance  from  them. 
We  returned  therefore  to  the  boat,  and  pailcd  the 
night  on  the  beach,  having  brought  a  tent  with  us 
for  that  purpofe.  The  next  morning,  being  the 
1 8th,  v.^e  croiTed  the  bay,  and  purfued  our  courfe 
on  foot  along  a  plain,  abounding  with  berries,  on 
which  the  bears  feed  ;  but  though  feveral  of  tliefe 
animals  were  feen  at  a  diftance,  we  could  never 
contrive,  the  weather  being  fhowery  and  unfavour- 
able, to  get  within  fiiot  of  them.  Thus  difap- 
pointed  again,  we  changed  our  diverfion  to  that  of 
fpearing  lalmon,  which  we  faw  pulhing  in  great 
numbers  throusfh  the  furf  into  afmali  river.     For- 

o 

tunately  the  v/ater  afforded  us  a  little  provifion  ;  for 
ill  fuccefs  had  not  only  attended  us  in  the  chace  by 
land,  but  we  had  failed  in  our  expeftations  of 
fliooting  wild-fowl,  after  having  almoft  depended 
folely  upon  a  fupply  of  them  for  our  fubfrftence  j 
and  on  its  failure,  we  began  to  think  it  time  to  re- 
turn to  head  quarters.  Thefe  fcntiments  entirely 
correfponded  with  thofe  of  the  liofpodin,  whom 
former  feyerities  had  rendered  unable  to  endure  fa- 
tigue. On  Sunday,  the  19th,  at  night,  we  reached 
the  fhips,  after  having  been  full  12  hours  upon  our 
legs.  Poor  Ivafkin  feemed  perfectly  overcome  with 
fatigue,  and  was  probably  the  more  fenfibly  affected 
by  it,  for  want  of  a  fupply  of  fnuff ;  for,  almoft  at 
every  ftep,  his  hand  funk  mechanically  into  his 
pocket, and  rofe  inftantly  again  with  his  huge  empty 
box.  When  arrived  at  the  tent,  the  Hofpodin's 
box  was  immediately  replenifhed,  and,  regaling 
upon  a  good  fupper,  we  forgot  the  fatigues  and  dif« 
appointments  of  our  fruitlefs  excurfion. 

On  Monday,  the  20th,  we  received  the  difagrecr 
able  intelligence,  that  our  much  efleemed  friend, 

the 
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the  ferjeant,  had  fiiffercd  corporal  punilliment, 
which  had  been  inflicted  on  him  by  command  of  the 
old  Putpirouchick.  None  of  us  could  learn  the 
C  rafe  of  his  difpleafure ;  but  it  was  fuppofed  to 
Jiavc  arilen  from  fome  httle  jealoufy,  which  had 
been  excited  by  our  civility  to  the  former.  We 
were  unwilling  to  remonftrate  on  this  fubject,  till 
Captain  Shmaleff  fliould  arrive  ;  however,  when  we 
were  next  vilitcd  by  the  Put-parouchick,  the  cool- 
nefs  with  which  we  received  him,  mull  have  telHfied 
fully  our  chagrin.  The  2 2d,  being  the  anniverfary 
pf  the  King's  coronation,  we  fired  2 1  guns  ;  and,  in 
honour  of  our  royal  mafter,  prepared  as  elegant  a 
feafl  as  our  iituation  would  allow  of.  The  arrival 
of  Captain  Shmaleff  was  announced  the  very  mo- 
ment we  were  fitting  down  to  dinner.  W^e  were 
equally  pleafed  and  furprized  at  this  unexpected 
vifit :  firil,  becaufe  the  captain  came  fo  opportunely 
to  take  a  fhare  in  the  feftivity  of  the  day  ;  and  alfo, 
becaufe  we  were  lately  informed,  that  the  effects  of 
a  late  illnefs  had  rendered  him  unequal  to  the  jour- 
ney. We  had  the  fatisfaftion  to  hear  this  had  been 
merely  an  excufe  ;  and  that,  knowing  we  were  dif- 
treffed  for  tea  and  fugar,  &c.  he  was  hurt  at  the  idea 
of  coming  empty  handed,  and  therefore  had  de- 
ferred his  fetting  out,  waiting  impatiently  for  the 
arrival  of  a  floop  from  Okotlk  ;  but  hearing  no  in- 
telligence of  her,  and  fearing  we  lliould  fail  before 
he  had  vilited  us,  he  was  refolved  to  profecute  the 
journey,  though  he  had  nothing  to  prefent  to  us 
but  apologies  for  the  poverty  of  Bolcheretlk.  At 
the  fame  time  he  iqformed  us,  that  the  reafon  of 
our  not  having  received  the  black  cattle,  was,  that 
the  heavy  rains  at  Verchnei,  had  prevented  their 
fetting  out.  So  much  generofity  and  pohtenefs  de- 
manded the  beft  anfwer  we  were  capable  of  mak- 
ing ;  and  on  coming  on  board  the  next  day,  we 
faluted  him  with  1 1  guns.  Friday,  the  24th,  he 
v/as  entertained  on  board  the  Difcovery  j  and  the 
3  day 
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day  following,  being  the  25th,  he  returned  to  Bol- 
-cheretlk.    No  intreaties  could  prevail  on  him  to  ex- 
tend  his  vifit,  hav^ing,  as  he  affured  us,  fome  ex- 
pectations that  the  fub-governor-general  would  ar- 
rive in  the  floop  expected  from  Okotlk,  he  being 
on  a  tour  through  all  the  provinces  of  the  governor- 
general  of  Jikutlk.     Without  any  application  from 
us,  he  reinflated  the  lerjeant  in  his  command,  be- 
fore his  depaiture,  having  refolved  to  take  the  Put- 
parouchick  with   him.      We  alfo  underftood,  that 
he  was  much  offended  with  him  for  punifhing  the 
feijeant,  as  there  did  not  appear  to  be  tlie  flighteil 
grounds  for  infii(fting  fuch  chaftifement.     Encou- 
raged by  the  captain's  great  rcadinefs  to  oblige  us, 
'we  ventured   to   requeft  a  fmall  favour  for  another 
inhabitant  of  Kamtfchatka.     It  was  to  requite  an 
honeft  old  foldier,  who  kept  a  kind  of  ordinary  for 
the  inferior  officers,  and  who  had  done  a  thoufand 
good  offices  both  for  them  and  the  whole  crevv.  The 
captain  obligingly  complied  with  our  wiflies,  and 
dubbed  him  inllantly  a  corporal,  telling  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  thank  the  Englifh  oflicers  for  his  very 
great  promotion.     It  may  not  here  be  unncceffary  to 
remark,  that  the  lower  clafs  of  officers  in  the  Ruf- 
fian army,  have  a  greater  pre-eminence  above  the 
private  men,  than  thofe  in  the  Britilh  fervice  can 
poflibly  conceive.     It  was,    indeed,    a   matter   of 
aftonifhment  to  us,  to  fee  a  feijeant  affume  all  the 
ftate,  and  exacl:   as  much   homage  from  thofe  be- 
neath him,  as  though   he  had  been  a  field-officer. 
Befides  there  are  feveral  gradations  of  rank  among 
them,  of  which  other  countries  are  wholly  igno- 
rant ;  there   beina:   no  lefs  than  four  intermediate 
Heps  between  a  ferjeant  and  1  private  foldier.     But 
the  difeipline  of  the  Ruffian  army,  though  fo  ex- 
tremely remote  from   the  feat  of  government,  is 
remarkable  for  its  ftrictnefs  and  feverity  ;  not  ex- 
empting even  the  commiilioncd  officers.     Impiifon- 
ment,  and  bread  and  water  diet,  i&  the  puniiliment 
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of  the  latter  for  inconfidcrable  offences.  A  good 
friend  of  ours,  an  enfign  in  this  place,  informed  us, 
that  the  punifhment  he  received  for  having  been 
concerned  in  a  drunken  frolic,  was  three  months 
imprifonment  in  the  black  hole,  with  a  daily  allow- 
ance only  of  bread  and  water  for  his  fubiiflence  ; 
which  fo  affected  his  nervous  fyftem,  that  he  has 
never  fince  enjoyed  a  fufficient  flow  of  fpirits  to 
qualify  him  for  a  convivial  meeting.  Captain  King 
attended  Captain  Shmaleff  as  far  as  the  entrance  of 
Awatfka  riv^er,  and,  having  taken  leave  of  him, 
embraced  that  opportunity  of  viiiting  the  prieff  of 
Paratounca. 

On  Sunday,  the  26th,  Captain  King  attended  him 
to  his  church,  where  his  whole  congregation  con- 
lifted  of  his  own  family,  three  men,  and  the  fame 
number  of  boys,  who  afiiftecl  in  the  finging  ;  and 
the  whole  of  the  fervice  was  performed  with  great 
folemnity  and  devotion.  Though  the  church  is  of 
wood,  it  is  much  fuperior  to  any  other  edifice, 
either  in  this  town,  or  that  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul.  Among  feveral  paintings  with  vv'hich  it  is 
ornamented,  are  two  pictures  of  St.  Peter  and  St. 
Paul,  the  Apoftles,  prefented  by  the  navigator, 
Beering,  and  which  may  vie  with  the  firft  Euro- 
pean performances,  in  the  intrinfic  richnefs  of  their 
draperies,  the  principal  parts  thereof  being  com- 
pofed  of  thick  plates  of  real  folid  filver,  fo  fafhioned 
as  to  imitate  the  foldings  of  the  robes  which  deco- 
rate the  figures,  and  fixed  upon  the  canvafs.  Mon- 
day, the  27  th,  was  fpent  by  another  party  in  the 
diverfion  of  bear-hunting ;  when  Captain  King 
fubniitted  hirnfelf  to  the  directions  of  the  parifli- 
clerk,  who  had  acquired  great  reputation  as  a  bear 
hunter.  About  fun-fct  they  arrived  at  one  of  the 
larger  lakes,  where  it  was  deemed  neceffary  to  con- 
ceal themfelvcs  ;  and  this  was  effected  eafily  among 
fomc  long  grafs,  and  brulh-wood,  of  which  wc 
faw  great  plenty  near  the  water's  edge.   We  had  not 

been 
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been  long  imder  onr  co\'ert,  before  our  ears  were 
agreeably  fainted  with  the  growling  of  bears,  in 
almoft  every  quarter  round  about  us  ;  and  we  foon 
hid  the  pleafure  of  beholding  one  of  them  in  the 
water,  fwimming  in  a  direft  conrfe  to  v/here  we  lay 
concealed.  Ac  this  lime  the  nionn  flionc,  I'o  as  to 
alford  a  condderible  light ;  and  ay  the  bear  ad- 
vancetl  towards  us,  three  of  u:s  iired  at  it,  almoft 
at  the  ianie  inflaut.  Inimediately  the  animal 
c'ji.ned  fiiort  on  one  fide,  and  fet  up  a  nioft  horrible 
noife,  which  vras  neither  veiling,  "rovvlinij,  nor 
roaring,  but  a  very  extraordinary  mixture  of  the 
whole  three.  We  could  eafiiy  perceive,  that  the 
beaii;  was  \v'oiiiided  feverely,  and  that  it  reached  the 
bank  with  difliculty  j  v/hence  it  i  etreated  to  fom<i 
thick  buflies  not  far  diftant,  ftill  continuing  t(j 
make  a  hideous  noife.  The  Kamtfchadalcs  fuppofed 
it  to  be  mortally  wounded  ;  but  judged  it  an  act  of 
imprudence  to  attempt  to  roufe  it  again  immedi- 
ately. It  was  then  nine  o'clock;  and  as  the  night 
became  overcaft,  and  a  change  of  weather  was  to 
be  apprehended,  we  thought  it  advifeable  to  return 
home,  and  wait  till  morning  for  the  gratification  of 
our  curiolity,  when  we  accordingly  repaired  to  the 
fpot,  and  found  the  bear  dead  from  the  wounds  it 
had  received.  It  was  a  female,  and  larger  than  the 
ordinary  fize. 

This  account  of  our  hunting  party  may  convey 
a  wrong  idea  of  the  method  purfued  ufually  in  this 
fport ;  to  prevent  which,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to 
fubjoin  a  few  words  to  this  fubjecSt.  The  natives 
generally  contrive  to  reach  the  ground  about  fun- 
fet,  where  the  bears  ufually  frequent.  They  firft 
look  out  for  their  tracks,  and  attend  particularly  to 
the  frefheft  of  them  ;  always  paying  a  regard  to  the 
iituation  with  rcfpeck  to  concealment ;  and  taking 
aim  at  the  animal  as  it  pafTes  by,  or  advances,  or 
goes  from  them.  Thefe  tracks  are  numerous  be- 
tween the  woods  and  the  lakes,  and  are  often  found 
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among  the  long  fedgy  grafs  and  brakes  on  the  margin 
of  the  water.     Having  determined  upon  a  conve- 
nient fpot   for  concealment,  the  hunters  fix  their 
crutches  in  the  ground,  on  which  they  reft  their 
firelocks,    pointing  them    in    a  proper   diredlion. 
They  afterwards  kneel  or  lie  down,  as  the  circum- 
ftances  of  their  fituation  may  require  ;  and,  having 
their  bear-fpears  in  readinefs  by  their  fide,  wait  the 
arrival   of  their  game.     Thefe  precautions  are  ex- 
tremely neceffary,  that  the  hunters  may  make  fure 
of  their  mark :  for  the  price  of  ammunition  is  fo 
high  at  Kamtfchatka,  that  the  price  of  a  bear  will 
not  purchafe  more  of  it   than  will  load  a  mufquet 
four  or  five  times.     It  is  much  more  material  on. 
another  confideration  ;  for,  if  the  firft  ftiot  fliould 
not  render  the  bear  incapable  of  purfuit,  fatal  con- 
fequences  too  frequently  enfue.     The  enraged  beaft 
makes  immediately  towards  the  place  from  whence 
the  found  and  fmoke  iiTue,  and  furioufly  attacks  his 
adverfaries.     They  have  not  fufiicient  time  to  re- 
load  their  pieces,  as  the  bear  is  feldom  fired  at  till 
he  comes  within  thediitance  of  15  yards  ;  therefore, 
if  he  fhould    not  happen  to  fall,  they  immediately 
prepare    to  receive  him   upon  their  ipears ;   their 
fafety  depending,  in  a  great  meafure,  on  their  giv- 
ing him  a  mortal  ftab  as  he  advances  towards  them. 
Should  he  parry  the  thruft  (which  thefe  animals  are 
fometimes  enabled  to  do,  by  the  flrength  and  agility 
of  their  paws)  and  break  in  upon  his  opponents,  the 
conflict   becomes  bloody  ;  for  it  is  feldom  that  the 
lofs  of  a  fingle  life  will  fitisfy  the  beaft's  revenge. 
T'his   bufinefs,  or  diverfion,  is  particularly  dange- 
rous  at   two   feafons  of    the  year :  in   the  fpring, 
when  they  firft  ifllie  from  their  caves,  after  having 
lubllfted   the   whole   winter  (as  it  is  here  pofitively 
afferted)  folely  on  fucking  dieir  paws ;  and  efpecially 
if  ttic  frolt  ihould  continue  to  be  fevere,  and  the 
ice  in  the  lakes  is  not   broken  up  ;  as  they  cannot 
then  have  recourfe  to  their  cuftomary  and  expeded 
food.     Thus  becoming  exceedingly  famifhed,  they 
No.  80.  12  T  grow 
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grow  fierce  and  favage  in  proportion ;  purfuing  the 
inhabitants  by  the  fcent  -,  and  prowling  about  at  a 
diftance  from  their  ufuail  tracks,  dart  upon  theni 
unawai-es.  Under  fuch  circuiuftances,  as  the  na- 
tives have  no  idea  of  fhootihg  flying,  or  running, 
or  in  any  manner  without  retting  their  pieced,  they 
often  fall  a  facrifice  to  their  favage  rapacity.  Thei 
time  of  their  copulation,  is  the  other  dangerous 
feafon  to  meet  with  them,  and  that  is  ufually  about 
September.  Many  inftances  of  natural  affedion  in 
thefe  animals  are  frequently  related  by  the  Kamtf- 
chadales,  who  hence  derive  cofifiderable  advantages 
in  hunting.  They  never  pi'efume  to  fire  at  a  young 
bear  if  the  dam  is  upon  the  fpot ;  for,  if  the  cub 
fliould  happen  to  be  killed,  Ihe  becomes  enraged  to 
ah  immoderate  degree  ;  and,  if  fhe  can  only  obtain 
a  fight  of  the  offender,  fhe  is  fure  to  be  revenged  of 
him,  or  die  in  the  attempt.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
the  mother  fhould  be  fhot,  the  cubs  Continue  by  the 
fide  of  her  after  fhe  has  been  a  long  time  dead  ;  ex- 
hibiting, by  affe^ing  geftures  and  motions,  the 
moft  poigiiant  affliclion.  The  hunters,  inftead  of 
commiferating  their  diftrefTes,  embrace  thefe  oppor- 
tunities of  deflroying  them.  If  the  varacity  of  the 
Kamtfchadales  may  be  depended  on,  the  fagacity  of 
the  bears  is  as  extraordinary  as  their  natural  affec- 
tion. Innumerable  are  the  ftories  which  they  re- 
late to  this  cffeft.  They  likewife  acknowledge  in- 
finite obligations  to  the  bears,  for  all  the  little  pro- 
grefs  they  have  hitherto  made  in  feveral  arts.  They 
confefs  themfelves  indebted  wholly  to  thofe  animals 
for  all  their  knowledge  in  phyfic  and  furgery  ;  that, 
by  obferving  what  herbs  they  have  applied  to  the 
wounds  they  have  received,  and  what  methods  they 
have  purfucd  when  they  were  languid,  and  out  of 
order,  they  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  mofl  of 
thofe  fimples  which  they  have  now  recourfe  to, 
eitiier  as  external  or  internal  applications.  But  the 
moil  lingular  circumftance  of  all  is,  that  they  ad- 
mit 
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mit  the  bears  to  be  their  dancing-rnafters,  though 
the  evidence  of  our  own  fenfes  places  this  matter 
beyond  difpute  ;  for  in  the  bear-dapce  of  the  Kamtf- 
chadales,  every  gefture  and  attitude  peculiar  to  that 
animal,  is  faithfully  exhibited.  All  their  other 
dances  are  fimilar  to  this  in  many  particulars ;  and 
thofe  attitudes  are  thought  to  come  neareft  to  per- 
ffdion,  which  mofl  relemble  the  motions  of  the 
bear. 

On  Tuefday,  the  28th,  Captain  King  returned 
from  his  excurfion  to  the  fhips,  not  a  little  pleafed, 
as  it  had  afforded  him  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a 
part  of  the  country,  and  of  obferving  the  manners 
and  behaviour  of  the  people,  when  under  no  re- 
ftraint,  evidently  not  the  cafe  when  they  were  in 
company  with  the  Kuflians.  On  the  30th,  our 
commodore  went  to  Paratounca ;  but,  before  his 
departure,  ordered  Captain  King  to  get  the  fhips 
out  of  the  harbour,  that  they  might  be  in  readi- 
nefs  to  fail. 

On  Friday,  the  ift  of  Ocfober,  we  had  a  violent 
gale  of  wind,  which  continued  the  whole  day; 
but,  on  the  2nd,  both  fhips  warped  out  of  the 
liarbour,  and  anchored  in  7  fathoms  water,  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  oflrog.  Fortunately 
for  us,  the  day  before  we  quitted  the  harbour, 
the  cattle  from  Verchnei  arrived ;  and  th;jt  the 
men  might  have  the  full  enjoyment  pf  this  fea- 
fonable  fupply,  by  eating  it  whillt  it  was  fre(h,  the 
commodore  determined  to  flay  in  our  preient  flation 
live  or  fix  days  longer.  This  time,  however,  was 
far  from  being  mifapplied  ;  for  the  pumps,  fails, 
and  rigging  of  each  fhip,  received  an  additional  re- 
pair. Captain  King  having  obtained  permiflion  to 
ufe  the  copper  belonging  to  the  Refolution,  and  be- 
ing fupplied  with  molaffes  from  Captain  Gore,  he 
was  enabled  to  brew  a  fufficient  quantity  of  beer  to 
lafl  the  crew  a  fortnight,  and  to  make  ten  additi- 
onal puncheons  of  ilrong  fpruce  efTence.  Tiiis 
fupply  was  the  more  acceptable,  as  our  lalt  cafk  of 
12  T  2  fpirits 
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fpirits  was  now  ferving  out,  except  a  fmall  quantity 
referved  for  cafes  of  emergency.  The  30!  being  the 
name-day  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia,  we  were  cordis 
ally  difpofed  to  ihew  it  every  pofHble  refpect.  The 
paftor  of  Paratounca,  Ivafkin,  and  the  ferjeant, 
were  invited  to  dine  with  us ;  and  an  entertainment 
was  prepared  for  the  two  Toions  of  Paratounca, 
and  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  ;  as  well  as  for  the  in- 
ferior officers  of  the  garrifon,  and  the  nioft  refpecla- 
ble  of  the  inhabitants.  All  the  other  natives  were 
invited  to  partake  in  common  with  the  {hips  com^- 
panics  ;  a  pound  of  excellent  beef  being  ferved  out 
to  every  man,  and  the  remainder  of  oui  fpirits  was 
made  into  grog,  and  diftiibuted  among  them, 
Twenty-one  guns  were  fired  upon  the  occalion  ; 
and  conlidering  we  were  in  a  veiy  remdte  part  of 
the  Emprefs's  dominions,  the  whole  feftivai  was 
condu(5led  in  a  manner  not  unworthy  fo  illui  lious 
a  character.  On  Tuefday,  the  5th,  we  received  a 
frefli  fupply  of  tea,  fugar,  and  tobacco,  from  Bol- 
cheretlk.  Captain  Shmaleff  having  met  this  pre- 
fent  on  his  return,  he  tranfmitted  a  letter  with  it, 
informing  us,  that  the  floop  froni  Okot|k  had  ar- 
rived in  his  abfence,  and  that  Madame  Shmaleff  had 
inffantly  difpatched  a  courier  with  thefe  few  articles, 
requefting  our  acceptance  of  them.  On  the  two 
following  days  we  were  prevented  from  unmooring 
byreafon  of  foul  weather;  but  on  Friday  the  8th, 
all  the  boats  were  hoifted  in,  and  we  failed  tow'ards 
the  mouth  of  the  bay ;  when  the  wind,  veer- 
ing to  the  S.  obliged  us  to  drop  anchor,  the  oftrog 
bearing  N.  diftant  half  a  league.  On  the  9th,  at 
four  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  again  unmoored  ;  but  as  we 
were  railing  our  laft  anchor,  we  were  informed  that 
the  drummer  of  the  marines  had  fled  from  the  boat 
of  the  Difcovery,  which  had  jufl  left  the  village, 
and  that  he  had  lately  been  feen  with  a  Kamtlcha- 
dale  woman,  to  whom  he  was  known  to  be  much 
attached,  and  who  had  importuned  him  frequently 
to  ftay  behind.  This  man  was  entirely  ufelefs  in 
'         '  .     ■  the 
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thefervice,  being  lamed  by  a  fwelling  in  his  knee; 
and  on  that  very  account  Captain  King  was  the 
more  unwilling  to  leave  him  behind,  left  he  ftiould 
become  a  miferable  burthen  to  himfelf  and  the  Ruf- 
fians. He  therefore  applied  to  the  ferjeant  to  lend 
parties  of  his  men  after  him  j  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
Ibme  failors  vifited  a  well  known  haunt  of  his  in. 
the  neighbourhood,  where  the  drummer  and  his 
woman  were  found  together.  On  his  return  the 
Difcovery  w>.ighed  anchor,  and  followed  the  Refo- 
lution. 

Having  now  taken  our  final  departure  from  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  an  account  of  Avvatlka  Bay, 
and  the  adjoining  coaft,  may  not  be  unacceptable 
to  our  friendly  readers  ;  efpecially  as  it  is,  perhaps, 
the  fafelt  and  moft  extenfive  bay  that  has  ever  been 
difcovered  ;  and  the  only  one,  in  this  part  of  the 
world,  that  can  admit  vefTcls  of  a  conhderable  bur- 
then. The  entrance  thereto  is  in  lat.  52  deg, 
5  (  min.  N.  long.  158  deg.  48  min.  E.  It  lies  in  the 
bight  of  another  exterior  bay,  formed  by  Cape 
Gavareea  to  the  S.  and  Cheepoonlkoi  Nofs  to  the 
N.  The  latter  of  thefe  head-lands  bears  from  the 
former  N.  E.  by  N.  and  is  3  2  leagues  diftant.  From 
the  Cape  Gavareea  to  the  entrance  of  Awatlka  Bay, 
the  coaft  takes  a  northerly  diredion,  and  extends 
about  I  I  leagues.  It  confifts  of  ragged  cliffs  and 
rocks,  and,  in  many  parts,  prefents  an  appearance 
of  bays  and  inlets  ;  but, 'on  a  nearer  approach,  low 
grounds  was  feen  to  conneft  the  head-lands.  From 
the  entrance  of  Awatlka  Bay,  Cheepoonfkoi  Nofs 
bears  E.  N.  E.  diftant  1 7  leagues.  The  ftiore  on  this 
fide  is  flat  and  low,  with  hills  behind,  rifing  gradu- 
ally to  a  confiderable  height.  The  latitude  of  Cape 
Gavareea  is  52  deg.  21  min.  This  remarkable  dif- 
ference of  the  land  on  the  fides  of  Awatlka  Bay, 
together  with  their  different  bearings,  are  very  pi  o- 
per  guides  to  fleer  for  it,  in  coming  from  the  ibuth- 
ward  ;  and  when  it  is  approached  from  the  north- 
Wivd,  Cheepoonlkoi  Nols  becomes  very  confpicu- 
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Ous  ;  it  being  a  high  projefting  head-land,  and  is 
unned  to  the  continent,  by  a  large  extent  of  level 
ground,  lower  than  the  Nofs.     We  are  rather  par-? 
ticular  in  defcribing  this  coaft  ;  for  if  we  had  poffef- 
fed   a  good  account  of  its  form  on  both  fides  of 
Awatfka  Bay,  we  fhould,  when  we  firft  vifited  it, 
have  arrived  two  days  fooner  than  we  did,  and  con- 
fequently   have  avoided   part  of   the   tempeftuous 
weather,  which  we  experienced  in  plying  off  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour.     Befides,  as  the  fogs  are  fo 
prevalent  in  thefe  feas,  it  often  happens,  that  an 
obfervation  for  afcertaining  the  latitude  cannot  be 
taken.    It  fhould  alfo  be  confidered,  that  land  makes 
a  very  deceptive   appearance  when   covered  with 
fnow,  or  when  viewed  through  a  hazy  atmofphere  ; 
both  which  circumftances  render  it  neceliary  for 
every  navigator  to  be  acquainted  with  as  many  dif- 
criminating  objects  as  poflible.     Should  the  weather 
be  fufficiently  clear  to  admit  a  view  of  the  moun- 
tains, both  on  the  coatl  and  its  neighbourhood,  the 
iituation  of  Awatlka  Bay  may  be  precifely  known, 
by  the  two  high  mountains  to  the  S.  of  it.     That 
neareit  the  bay  is  in  form  of  a  fugar  loaf:  the  other, 
more  inland,  is  flat  at  top,  and  not  quite  fo  high. 
There  are  three  very  confpicuous  mountains  to  the 
N.  of  the  bay:  that  fartheft  to  the  W.  appears  to 
be  the  higheft  ;  the  next,  a  volcano-mountain,  may 
readily  be  known  by  the  fmoke  ifluing  from  the  top. 
The  third  is  the  moft  northerly,  and  might,  with 
fome  propriety,  be  called  a  clufter  of  mountains,  as 
it  prefents  feveral  flat  tops  to  our  view.     When  we 
goc  within  the  capes,  and  into  the  outward  bay,  a 
light-houfe  on  a  perpendicular  head-land,  pointed 
out  the  entrance  into  the  harbour  to  the  N.     Many 
funken  rocks  lie  to  the  eaftward  of  this  head-land, 
ftretching  two  or  three  miles  into  the  fea,  and  when 
this  or  a  fwell  are  moderate,  they  will  always  fhev/ 
themlelves.     To  the  S.  of  the   entrance,  about  4 
miles  diftant  from  it,  lies  a  fmall  round  ifland,  com- 
pofed  chiefly  of  high  pointed  rocks,  one  of  which 
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13  larger,  and  more  perpendicular  than  the  reft. 
The  entrance  into  the  bay  is,  at  firft,  about  three 
miles  wide ;  one  mile  and  a  half  in  the  narroweft 
part ;  and  it  is  four  miles  long,  in  a  N.  N.  W.  di- 
rection. Within  the  mouth  is  a  noble  bafon,  20 
miles  in  circumference,  in  which  are  the  harbours 
of  Rakoweena  to  the  E.  Tarcinfka  to  the  W.  and  St.. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul  to  the  N.  The  breadth  of  Tar- 
cinfka harbour  is  three  miles,  and  the  length  twelve. 
A  narrow  neck  of  land  feparates  it  from  the  fea  at 
the  bottom,  and  it  ftretches  to  the  E.  S.  E.  The 
entrance  of  the  harbour  of  Rakoweena  is  impeded 
by  a  ihoal  in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  which,  in 
general,  makes  it  neceflfary  to  warp  in,  unlefs  there 
fliould  happen  to  be  a  leading  wind.  Were  it  not 
for  this  circumftance,  this  harbour  would  be  pre- 
ferable to  the  other  two.  It  is  one  mile  and  a  half 
broad,  and  three  miles  long,  running  in  a  S.  E.  and 
eafterly  direction. 

But  one  of  the  moft  convenient  little  harbours 
We  have  feen,  is  that  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
Six  fhips  may  be  commodioufly  moored  in  it,  head 
and  ftern,  and  it  is,  in  every  refpe^l.  convenient 
for  giving  them  any  kind  of  repairs.  The  S.  fide 
of  this  harbour  is  formed  by  a  low,  narrow,  fandy 
neck,  whereon  the  oftrog  is  built.  The  mid  chan- 
nel is  only  270  feet  acrofs,  in  which  there  was  fix 
fathoms  and  a  half  water.  The  deepeft  within  is 
feven  fathoms,  over  a  muddy  bottom.  We  found, 
however,  fome  inconvenience  from  the  toughnefs 
of  the  ground,  which  often  broke  the  meffenger, 
and  occafioned  fome  trouble  in  getting  the  anchors 
up.  At  the  head  of  this  harbour  is  the  watering- 
place.  Off  the  eaftern  harbour  is  a  fhoal,  and 
within  the  entrance  a  fpit,  llretching  from  the  S. 
W.  (hore,  having  only  three  fathoms  water  over  it. 
To  fteer  clear  of  the  latter,  a  fmall  ifland,  or  rathef 
a  large  detached  rock,  on  the  W.  fliore  of  the  en- 
trance, muft  be  fliut  in  with  the  land  to  the  S.  of 
k.     In  order  to  ftecr  clear  of  the  former,  the  tnree 
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needle  rocks,  near  the  light-houfe-head,  on  the  £. 
fliore  of  the  entrance,  muft  be  kept  open  with  the 
head  lands  to  the  northward  of  the  firft  fmall  bend- 
ing on  the  E.  fide  of  the  entrance.  As  you  come 
into  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  and  ap* 
preach  the  village,  it  is  very  neceflary  to  keep  near 
the  eaftern  Ihore,  to  avoid  a  fpit  which  ftretches 
from  the  head-land,  to  the  S.  W.  of  the  oftrog. 

Let  it  be  noticed,  that  the  obfervatories  were 
placed  on  the  W.  fide  of  the  village  of  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul ;  and  from  the  fun's  meridian  altitudes, 
and  of  five  ftarsto  the  N.  of  the  zenith,  we  found 
the  latitude  to  be  53  deg.  38  ice.  N.  and  its  longi- 
tude, from  146  fets  of  lunar  obfervations,  to  be  1 58 
deg.  43  min.  1 6  fee.  E.  At  full  and  change  of  the 
moon,  it  was  high-water  at  36  min.  after  four  ;  and 
five  feet  eight  inches,  w^as  the  greateft  rife.  The 
tides  were  regular  every  twelve  hours.  It  may  be 
proper  to  obferve  further,  in  this  place,  that  the 
time-keeper  on  board  our  fiiip,  which  was  copied 
exaftly  from  Mr.  Harrifon's  by  Mr.  Kendal,  flop- 
ped un  the  27th  of  April,  a  few  days  before  our 
firft  arrival  in  Awatflva  Bay.  During  the  voyage, 
it  had  always  been  carefully  attended  to,  not  having 
been  trufted,  even  for  a  moment,  in  any  other 
hands  than  thofe  of  Captain  Cook  and  Captain 
King.  No  accident,  therefore,  could  poilibly  have 
happened,  to  which  its  ftopping  could  be  attri- 
buted ;  nor  could  it  proceed  from  intenfc  cold,  the 
thermometer  being  but  very  little  below  the  freez- 
ing point.  When  the  failure  of  the  piece  was  firft 
difcovered,  the  Commodore  and  Captain  King  con- 
fulted  about  the  meafares  to  be  purfued  ;  whether 
they  fliould  fuflfer  it  to  remain  in  a  ufelefs  ftate,  or 
f'ubmit  it  to  the  infpcftion  of  a  fcaman  on  board, 
wlio  had  been  regularly  bred  a  watch-maker  in  Lon- 
don, and  who  had  given  many  fatisfactory  proofs  of 
his  fkill  in  that "  profefiiun,  in  repairing  feverat 
watches  upon  the  voyage.     Having  experienced  the 
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accuracy  of  this  time- piece,  we  were  extremely 
unwilling  to  be  deprived  of  its  advantages.  Be- 
iides,  it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  the  watch  had 
already  been  fufiiciently  tried  to  afcertain  its  utility, 
as  well  in  the  former  voyage,  as  during  the  three 
years  of  our  having  it  on  board  :  therefore,  on  the 
firft  clear  day  after  we  arrived  in  Awatfka  Bay,  the 
time-piece  was  opened,  in  the  prefence  of  the  two 
captains,  Gierke  and  King.  No  part  of  the  watch 
appeared  to  be  broken  ;  but  as  the  watch-maker 
was  not  able  to  make  it  go,  he  took  off  the  cock 
and  balance,  and  cleaned  the  pivot-holes :  thefe 
were  extremely  foul ;  and  other  parts  of  the  work 
were  in  the  fame  condition.  Upon  taking  off  the 
dial-plate,  a  piece  of  dirt  was  found  between  two 
teeth  of  the  wheel,  that  carries  the  fecond  hand, 
to  which  caufe  its  flopping  was  principally  attri- 
buted. After  putting  the  work  together,  and  oil- 
ing it  very  fparingly,  the  watch  feemed  to  go  with 
freedom  and  regularity.  Captain  King  having  re- 
ceived orders  to  go  the  next  day  to  Bolcheretfk, 
the  time-keeper  was  left  with  Mr.  Baily,  in  order 
to  get  its  rate,  by  comparing  it  with  his  watch  and 
clock  ;  who  informed  him  on  his  return,  that  it 
had  gone  very  regularly  for  fome  days,  not  lofing 
more  than  1  7  feconds  a  day  ;  and  afterwards  flop- 
ped again.  This  we  fuppofsd  to  be  occa(i6ned  by 
its  having  been  badly  put  together.  It  was  there- 
fore now  a  fecond  time  opened;  and  when  again 
adjulled,  it  gained  about  a  minute  a  day  ;  when, 
the  watch-maker  in  attempting  to  alter  the  regula- 
tor, broke  the  balance-fprlng.  He  made  a  new 
fpring,  but  the  watch  went  fo  irregularly  after- 
wards, that  we  were  obliged  to  lay  it  afiae  as  quite 
ufelefs.  The  honefl  mechanic  was  as  much  vexed 
as  we  were  at  our  ill-fuccefs  ;  not  fo  much  owing, 
as  we  were  convinced,  to  his  want  of  fkill,  as  to 
the  improper  tools  he  had  to  work  with,  and  the  cal- 
loufnels  his  hands  had  contraded  from  "his  employ- 
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inent  as  a  mariner.  We  fhall  now  proceed,  to  give 
a  correct  and  perfect  geographical  and  natural  hif- 
tory  of  the  Peninfilla  of  Kamtfchatka. 

Kamtfchatka  is  lituated  oh  the  eaftern  coaft  of 
Afia.  It  extends  from  52  deg.  to  61  deg.  N.  lat. 
the  long,  of  its  extremity  to  the  S.  beiilg  1 56  deg. 
45  min.  The  ilHimus,  that  joins  it  to  the  conti- 
nent on  the  N.  lies  between  the  gulphs  of  Olutorfk 
and  Penfhinik.  Its  extremity  to  the  S.  is  Cape  La- 
patka.  The  whole  peninfula  is  fomewhat  in  form 
of  a  Ihoe ;  and  its  greatcft  breadth  is  236  computed 
miles,  being  from  the  mouth  of  the  Tigil,  to  that 
of  the  river  Kamtfchatka ;  and  towards  each  ex- 
tremity, it  gradually  becomes  narrower.  On  the 
N.  it  is  bounded  by  the  country  of  the  Koriacks  ; 
by  the  N.  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  S.  and  E.  and  by  the 
fea  of  Okotfk  to  the  W.  A  chain  of  high  moun- 
tains extends  the  whole  length  of  the  peninfula, 
from  N.  to  S.  and  almoft  equally  divide  it  •,  whence 
feveral  rivers  take  their  rife,  and  make  their  courfe 
into  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  fea  of  Okotfi^.  The 
three  principal  of  thefe  are,  the  Bolchoireka,  or 
great  river,  the  Kamtfchatka,  and  the  river  Awat- 
fka.  To  the  N.  W.  of  the  mouth  of  the  Kamtf- 
chatka, lies  the  gret  lake  Nerpitfch ;  from  Nerpi, 
a  feal ;  that  lake  abounding  with  thofe  animals.  A 
fort,  called  Nifhnei-Kamtfchatka  Ortrog,  is  ficuated 
about  20  miles  up  the  river,  where  an  hofpital  and 
barracks  have  been  built  by  the  Ruffians ;  and  this 
place,  we  underftood,  is  now  become  the  principal 
mart  in  the  country. 

Were  we  to  judge  of  this  country  from  what  we 
faw  of  its  foil  and  vegetable  produ(5tions,  it  appears 
to  be  barren  in  the  extreme.  Neither  about  the 
bay,  nor  in  our  journey  to  Bolcheretlk,  nor  in  any 
of  our  hunting  excurlions,  did  we  ever  perceive 
the  fmallefl  fpot  of  ground,  that  had  the  appearance 
of  a  gopd  green  turf,  or  that  fcemed  capable  of 
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improvement  by  cultivation.  Indeed,  the  whole 
furface  of  the  country,  in  a  moft  ftriking  degree, 
refembles  that  of  Newfoundland.  At  Paratounca, 
however,  we  faw  fome  ftacks  of  moft  excellent 
hay ;  and  Major  Behm  aflured  us,  that  the  banks 
of  the  Kamtfchatka,  and  the  Biftiaia,  as  well  as 
many  other  parts  of  the  peninfula,  produce  a  quan- 
tity of  grafs,  of  great  ftrength  and  height,  which 
is  mowed  twice  in  every  fummer,  and  that  the  hay 
is  particularly  adapted  to  the  fattening  of  cattle, 
being  of  a  very  lucculent  quality.  This  agrees 
with  Krafcheninicoff's  account,  who  relates,  that 
the  country  which  borders  on  the  river  Kamt- 
fchatka, is  much  fuperior,  in  point  of  fertiHty,  to 
that  of  either  the  N.  or  S.  The  feverity  of  the 
climate,  it  may  naturally  be  fuppofed,  muft  be  in 
proportion  to  the  fterility  of  the  foil,  of  which  it  is 
perhaps  the  caufe.  We  firft  faw  this  country  in  the 
beginning  of  May,  1779,  when  it  was  covered  with 
fnow,  from  fix  to  eight  feet  in  depth.  On  the  24th 
of  Auguft,  when  we  returned,  the  foliage  of  the 
trees,  and  vegetation  in  general,  appeared  to  be  in 
the  height  of  perfection,  The  weather,  during- the 
remainder  of  that  month,  and  the  whole  of  Sep- 
tember, was  not  fevere;  but  when  October  began, 
the  new  fallen  fnow  again  covered  the  tops  of  the 
hills.  In  computing  the  feafons  here,  Spring  fhould 
certainly  be  omitted.  Summer  may  be  faid  to  ex- 
tend from  the  middle  of  June,  till  the  middle  of 
September.  October  may  be  conlidered  as  Autumn ; 
from  which  period  to  the  middle  of  June,  it  is  all 
dreary  winter.  The  climate  in  the  country  adja- 
cent to  the  river  Kamtfchatka,  is  faid  to  be  as  fe- 
rene  and  temperate,  as  in  many  parts  of  Siberia 
under  the  fame  latitude.  The  inhabitants,  how- 
ever, are  fometimes  prevented,  by  the  uncertainty 
of  the  fummer  feafon,  from  providing  a  fufficient 
ftock  of  dried  fifh,  for  their  food  in  winter ;  and 
the  raoifture  of  the  air  occafions  worms  to  breed  in 
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them,  which  frequently  deftroy  or  fpoil  the  greateft 
J>art.  The  feverity  of  the  winter,  and  the  dread- 
ful hurricanes  of  wind  and  fnow  which  attend  ir, 
oblige  the  natives  to  retire  to  their  fubterraneous 
habitations,  both  for  their  fecurity  and  warmth. 
We  had  neither  thunder  nor  lightning  during  our 
fiay  at  Kamtfchatka,  excepting  on  the  night  of  the 
eruption  of  the  volcano.  In  this  peninfula  volca- 
noes are  numerous  ;  but  only  three  have  lately  been 
fubjed:  to  eruptions.  That  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Awatfkawehave  ah'eady  mentioned.  The  volcano 
of  Tolbatchick  is  fituated  between  the  river  Kamtf- 
chatka  and  Tolbatchick,  on  a  neck  of  land.  The 
eruptions  proceed  from  the  fummit  of  a  high  moun- 
tain, which  terminates  in  pointed  rocks.  On  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  of  Kamtfchatka,  fuppofed  to 
be  by  far  the  higheit  in  the  peninfula,  is  the  third 
volcano.  Springs  of  hot  water  are  faid  to  abound 
in  this  country. 

The  principal  trees  which  fell  under  our  notice, 
were  the  birch,  the  poplar,  and  the  alder  ;  feveral 
finall  fpecies  of  the  willow,  and  two  forts  of  dwar- 
fifli  cedars.  One  of  thefe  forts  grows  upon  the 
Coaft,  feldom  exceeding  two  feet  in  height,  and 
creeping  on  the  ground.  Of  this  our  elfence  for 
beer  was  made,  and  proved  to  be  very  proper  for 
the  purpofe  :  the  other,  which  grows  much  higher, 
is  found  on  the  mountains,  and  bears  a  kind  ot  nut- 
<>r  apple.  Of  the  birch  which  appears  to  be  the 
xnoft  common,  we  remarked  three  lorts.  Two  of 
them  were  large  and  fit  for  timber ;  differing  from 
each  other  only  in  the  colour  and  texture  of  the 
bark.  The  third  is  of  a  dwaififli  kind.  The  na-: 
tives  apply  this  tree  to  a  variety  of  uies.*  When 
tapped,  it  yields  a  liquor  in  great  abundance,  which 
they  drink  without  mixture,  or  any  kind  of  prepa- 
ration, as  we  obferved  frequently  in  our  journey  to 
Bolcheret/k.  We  drank  feme  of  it  ourfelves,  and, 
found  it  pleafant  and  refreihing,  though  fomewhat 
purgative.     The  bark  they  convert  into  veffels  for 
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domellic  purpofes ;  and  from  the  wood  of  this  tree 
are  made  their  fledges  and  canoes.  Not  only  the 
birch,  but  every  other  kind  of  tree,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  bay,  were  ftunted,  and  very  fmall : 
the  natives  therefore  are  obliged  to  go  a  conlidera- 
ble  diftance  up  the  country,  to  get  wood  of  a  pro- 
per fize  for  their  canoes,  their  balagans  (or  fummer- 
hoiifes)  and  many  other  purpofes.  This  peninfula 
Ijkewile  produces  great  abundance  of  the  fhrub  kind, 
as  mountain  a(h,junipers,rafpberry  bufhes,  and  wild 
rofes.  Alfo  a  variety  of  berries,  as  partridge-ber- 
ries, blue-berries,  black- berries,  cran-berries,  and 
crow-berries.  Thefe  are  preferved  by  malhing  them 
into  a  thick  jam  ;  and  they  conflltute  a  conliderable 
part  of  their  winter  provifions,  ferving  as  a  general 
fauce  to  their  dried  fifli.  They  alio  eat  them  in 
puddings,  and  make  decoctions  of  them  for  their 
common  beverage.  We  found  here  large  quanti- 
ties of  wholefome  vegetables  in  a  wild  itate,  fuch 
as  chervil,  garlic,  onions,  angelica,  and  wild  celery. 
We  alfo  met  with  fome  excellent  turnips,  and  tuf- 
nip-radiihes,  upon  a  few  fpots  of  ground  in  the 
vallies.  This  was  the  utmoft  of  their  Q:arden 
cultivation  :  yet,  this  account  ot  vegetables  only 
relates  to  fuch  parts  of  the  country  as  fell  withiii 
our  obfervation:  near  the  river  Kamtfchatka,  where, 
as  we  have  already  obferved,  both  the  foil  and  cli- 
mate are  the  beft  in  the  peninfula,  garden  culture 
is  attended  to,  and  perhaps  with  fuccefs  ;  for,  with 
the  fecond  drove  of  cattle  which  we  received  from 
Verchnci,  we  alfo  received  a  prefent  of  cucumbers, 
celery,  fome  large  turnips,  and  other  garden  vegeta- 
bles. Two  plants  are  produced  in  this  peninfula, 
which  muft  not  pafs  unnoticed.  The  firft  is  called 
by  the  natives  farana,  which  grows  wild  and  in 
great  quantities.  About  the  beginning  of  Auguft, 
many  women  are  employed  in  colleding  the  roots, 
which,  after  being  dried  in  the  fun,  are  preferved 
for  ufe.     It  is  a  maxim  with  the  Kamtfchadales,  that 
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Providence  never  deferts  them,  for  the  feafon  that 
is  prejudicial  to  the  farana,  is  alway  favourable  for 
filhing  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  an  unfuccefsful  fifli- 
ing  month,  is  always  amply  compenfated  by  an 
exuberant  farana  harveft.  This  article  is  varioufly 
employed  in  cookery.  When  roafted  in  embers,  it 
is  a  better  fubftitute  for  bread  than  any  thing  the 
country  produces.  When  baked  in  an  oven,  and 
pounded,  it  fupplies  the  place  of  flour  and  meal, 
^nd  is  mixed  in  all  their  foups,  and  many  other 
diihes.  It  is  extremely  nourifhing,  has  a  pleafant 
bitter  flavour,  and  may  be  eaten  daily  without 
cloying.  We  partook  of  thefe  roots,  boiled  as  we 
do  potatoes,  and  found  them  very  agreeable.  The 
name  of  the  other  plant  is  Sweet  Grafs.  When  at 
its  full  growth,  it  is  about  fix  feet  high.  This  plant 
was  formerly  a  principal  ingredient  in  cookery 
among  the  natives  ;  but  iince  the  Ruflians  have  been 
in  polTeflion  of  the  country,  it  has  been  chiefly  ap- 
propriated to  the  purpofe  of  diftillation.  The  liquor 
extracted  is  called  raka,  and  has  the  ftrength  of 
brandy.  Seventy-two  pounds  of  the  plant,  pro- 
duce 25  pints  of  raka.  A  vulgar  well-known  plant 
remains  to  be  noticed,  as  being  more  effential  to 
their  fubfiftence  than  all  which  have  hitherto  been 
mentioned  :  this  is  the  nettle  ;  m  hich,  as  neither 
hemp  nor  flax  are  produced  in  this  country,  fup- 
plies materials  for  their  fifliing-nets  ;  and  on  which 
their  exiftence  principally  depends. 

Many  parts  of  this  peninfula  would  probably  ad- 
mit of  fuch  cultiv^ation,  as  might  contribute  to  the 
comfort  and  convenience  of  the  inhabitants ;  yet 
the  number  of  wild  animals  it  produces,  mufl:  al- 
ways be  confidered  as  its  real  riches ;  and  no  labour 
can  be  confidered  fo  productive  of  advantage,  as 
v^hat  is  employed  upon  its  furrieries.  And  next  to 
thefe,  the  animals  that  fupply  them  are  deferving 
of  attention.  Thefe  are  the  fox,  the  zebiline,  or 
fable,    the  ft:oat,    or  ermine,  the  ifatis,    or  ar^ic 
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tox,  the  eariefs  marmot,  the  varying  hare,  thewea- 
fel,  the  glutton,  or  wolverene,  the  wildflieep,  the 
rein-deer,  wolves,  bears,  and  dogs.  The  moft  ge- 
neral objeds  of  the  chace  are  foxes,  with  which  this 
country  abounds,  and  among  which  are  a  variety  of 
colours.  The  moft  common  fpecies  is  the  fame  as 
the  European,  but  their  colours  are  more  vivid  and 
fhining.  Some  are  of  a  dark  chefnut ;  others  have 
dark-coloured  ftripes ;  the  belHes  of  fome  are  black, 
but  the  other  part  of  the  body  is  of  a  light  chefnut. 
Some  are  wholly  black,  others  of  a  dark  brown, 
others  of  a  ftone  colour,  and  fome  few  are  entirely 
white ;  the  laft,  however,  arc  very  fcarce.  The 
quality  of  their  fur  is  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the 
fame  animals  in  Siberia  or  America.  The  fables  are 
much  larger  than  thofe  of  Siberia,  and  their  fur  is 
thicker  and  brighter  ;  but  thofe  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  rivers  Olekma  and  Vitime,  are  of  a 
finer  black.  The  fables  of  the  Tigil  and  Ouka,  are 
faid  to  be  the  beft  in  Kamtfchatka  ;  a  pair  of  thefe 
being  fold  frequently  for  five  pounds  fterling.  The 
inferior  forts  arc  found  in  the  louthern  parts. 

A  rifle  barrel  gun,  of  a  very  fmall  bore,  a  net, 
and  a  few  bricks,  are  the  whole  apparatus  of  the 
fable  hunters.  With  the  firft  they  fometimes  fhoot 
them,  when  feen  on  trees :  the  net  is  ufed  in  fur- 
rounding  hollow  trees,  in  which  they  ufually  take 
refuge  when  purfued  ;  and  the  bricks  are  put  hot 
into  the  cavities,'  in  order  to  drive  them  out  with 
the  fmoke.  The  fkin  of  the  arctic  fox  is  of  little 
value ;  and,  on  the  fame  account,  the  varying  hare 
is  neglected.  They  are  very  numerous,  and  al- 
ways become  perfedlly  white  during  the  winter.  In 
the  beginning  of  May,  we  obferved  leveral  of  this 
colour,  but  they  were  fo  extremely  fliy,  as  not  to 
fuffer  us  to  come  within  gun-fhot.  The  eariefs 
marmot,  or  mountain  rat,  is  a  beautiful  creature, 
much  fmaller  than  a  fquirrel ;  and,  like  that  ani- 
mal, feeds  upon  roots  and  berries,  its  fkin  is  of 
•  -    •  high 
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^igh  eftlmation,  being  warm,  light,  and  of  a  bright 
.Ihining  colour.     The  ermine,  or  ftoat,  is  little  re- 
garded ;  its  fur  being  of  a  very  ordinary  kind.    The 
weafel  is  alfo  neglefted  on  the  fame  account.     The 
ikin  of  the  wolverene,  or  glutton,  on  the  contrary,  is 
in  the  higheft  repute  ;  a  Kamtfchadale  looking  upon 
himfelf  as  moft   fplendidly  attired,  when  a  fmall 
.  quantity  of  this  fur  appears  upon  his  garments.    The 
women   embellifli   their  hair  with  its  white  pats, 
which  is  confidered  as  the  moft  fuperlative  piece  of 
finery.     All  the  bears  which  we  had  an  opportunity 
of  feeing,  were  of  a  dun  brown  colour.     They  ap- 
pear generally  in  a  company  of  four  or  five  toge- 
ther ;  and  frequently  in   the  feafon  when  the  fifli 
quit  the  fea,  and  pufli,  in  great  quantities,  up  the 
rivers.     In  the  winter  months  they  are  feldom  vifi- 
ble.     Of  their  Ikins,  warm  mattrelTes,  and  cover- 
ings for  beds,  are  made  ;  alfo  comfortable  bonnets, 
gloves,    and   harnefs  for  the  fledges.      The  iflefli, 
(Cfpecially  the  fat,  is  held  in  great  eftimation.     The 
wolves  appear  only   in  winter,  when  they  are  faid 
to  prowl  about   in    large   companies.     Rein-deer, 
both  wild  and  tame,  are  found  in  many  parts  of  the 
peninfula,    but    none    in    the    neighbourhood    of 
Awatfka.     It  is  remarkable  that  thefe  animals  are 
not  ufed  here,  for  the  purpofes  of  carriage,  as  they 
are  by  their  neighbours  to  the  N.  and  E.     Their 
place  is  indeed  fufficiently  fupplied  by  dogs  ;  yet  it 
appears  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  they  ftiould 
not  have  preferred  an  animal  To  much  more  power- 
ful and  docile.     The  dogs  refemble  the  Pomeranian 
breed,  in  mien   and  figure  ;  but  they  are  larger, 
and  the  hair  is  confiderably  coarfer.     The  colour 
molt  prevalent  among  them,  is  that  of  a  light  dun, 
or  a  pale  dirty  yellow.     Thefe  animals  are  all  turned 
loofe,  about  the  latter  end  of  May,  and  are  obliged  to 
fiiift  for  themfclves   till  the  enfuing  winter ;  but 
they  never  fail  to  return  to  their  relpeclive  homes, 
when  the  inow begins  tomake  its  appearance.  In  the 
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winter,  their  food  confifts  wholly  of  the  head,  back- 
bones, and  entrails  of  falmon,  which  are  preferved 
and  dried  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  even  with  this  food 
they  are  very  fcantily  fupplied.  The  dogs  muft 
certainly  be  very  numerous,  no  lefs  than  five  being 
yoked  together  for  a  fingle  fledge,  in  which  only 
one  perfon  is  carried.  In  our  journey  to  Bolcheretlk, 
we  had  occalion  for  1 39  at  two  ftages.  It  is  obfer- 
vable,  that  bitches  are  never  employed  in  this  buli- 
nefs,  nor  dogs  that  have  been  caftrated.  The 
whelps  are  trained  to  the  draft,  by  being  faftened  to 
ftakes  with  leathern  thongs,  which  are  elaftic  ;  and 
having  their  food  placed  beyond  their  reach,  by 
continually  pulling  to  obtain  it,  they  acquire  ftrength 
and  a  habit  of  drawing;  both  of  which  are  eflentially 
neceflary  for  their  deflined  labour.  We  muft  not 
omit,  in  our  catalogue  of  animals,  the  wild  moun- 
tain flieep,  or  argali,  unknown  in  all  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, except  thofe  of  Coriica  and  Sardinia.  Its  fkin 
refembles  that  of  a  deer's,  but,  in  its  gait  and  gene- 
ral appearance,  it  nearer  approaches  the  goat.  Its 
head  is  adorned  with  two  large  twifted  horns,  which, 
when  the  animal  is  full  grown,  weigh  (ometimes 
from  25  to  30  pounds,  and  are  refted  on  the  crea- 
ture's back  when  it  is  running.  Thefe  animals  are 
remarkably  fwift  and  aclive,  frequent  only  the  moft 
craggy  and  mountainous  parts,  and  traverfe  the 
fteepeit  rocks  with  an  aftonifliing  agility.  Spoons, 
cups,  and  platters,  are  fabricated  by  the  natives  o£ 
their  horns ;  and  they  often  have  one  of  the  latter 
hanging  to  a  belt ;  which  ferves  them  to  drink  out 
of,  when  on  their  hunting  expeditions.  This  is  a 
gregarious  creature,  extremely  beautiful,  and  its 
flefh  is  fvveet,  and  delicately  flavoured. 

Of  northern  fca-fowl,  almoft  every  kind  frequent 
the  coaft  and  bays  of  Kamtlchatka,  and  among 
others  the  fea-eagles.  The  inland  rivers  are  plenti- 
fully ftored  with  various  fpecies  of  wild  ducks  ;  one 
of  which,  called  by  the  natives  a-an-gitche,  has  a 
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moft  beautiful  plumage.  Its  cry  is  equally  lingular 
and  agreeable.  Another  fpecies  is  called  the  moun- 
tain duck.  The  plumage  of  the  drake  is  remark- 
ably beautiful.  A  variety  of  other  water-fowl  were 
feen,  which,  from  their  magnitude,  appeared  to  be 
of  the  goofe  kind.  We  obferved,  in  palling  through 
the  woods,  Tome  eagles  of  a  prodigious  fize,  but 
of  what  fpecies  we  could  not  polTibly  determine. 
It  is  faid,  there  are  three  different  kinds.  The  firft 
is  the  black  eagle  with  a  white  head,  tail  and  legs : 
the  eaglets  of  which  are  perfectly  white.  The  fe- 
cond  is  improperly  called  the  white  eagle,  though, 
in  reahty,  it  is  of  a  light  grey.  The  third  is  the 
Hone  coloured  eagle,  which  is  a  very  common  fort. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  the  hawk,  falcon,  and 
bullard  kind  in  this  peninfula.  Woodcocks,  fnipes, 
and  groufe,  are  alfo  found  here.  Swans  are  very 
numerous,  and  generally  make  a  part  of  the  repaft 
at  all  public  entertainments,  llie  vfiik  abundance 
of  wild  fowl,  in  this  country,  was  fufliciently  mani- 
feft,  from  the  many  prefents  we  received,  conlifting 
frec^iently  of  twenty  brace  at  a  time.  We  faw  no 
amphibious  animals  on  the  coaft,  except  feals,  and 
thefe  were  extremely  num.erous  about  the  bay  of 
Awatlka.  The  fea-otters  found  here,  and  thofe  we 
met  with  at  Nootka  Sound,  are  exactly  the  fame  ; 
and  have  already  been  particularly  defcribed.  They 
were  formeily  in  great  abundanc'e  here;  but  lince 
the  llufHans  have  opened  a  trade  with  the  Chinefe 
for  their  llvins,  where  they  bear  a  price  fuperior  to 
any  other  kind  of  fur,  the  hunters  have  been  in- 
duced to  be  fo  indefatigable  in  the  purfuit  of  them, 
that  very  fev.'  lemaiii  ir.  the  ccunitry.  They  are 
flill.found  in  the  Kurile  lllands,  tlmugh  the  number 
is  inconfidersble. 

I'^ifli  is  the  main  article  of  iubiiftcnce  among  the 
inhabitants  of  this  peninfula,  w  ho  cannot  pollibjy 
derive  it  either  from  agriculture  or  cattle.  The 
foil,    indeed,  affords  fome   v.holefcme  roots,  and 
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every  part  of  the  country  produces  great  quantities 
of  beiries ;  but  fifh  alone  may  be  called  their  ftafF 
of  life,    with  more  propriety  than   bread  in  any 
other  country;  for  neither  the  inhabitants,  nor  their 
domeftic  animals  of  the  canine  fpecies,  could  pof- 
fibly  exift  without  it.     Whales  are  common  in  this 
country,  and  when  taken  ferve  for  a  variety  of 
ufes.     After  cleaning  thier  inteftines,  drying  them, 
and  blowing  them  like  bladders,  they  deposit  their 
oil  and  greafe  therein.     Excellent  fnares  are  made 
of  their  nerves  and  veins  ;  in  Ihort,  no  part  of  the 
whale    is    ufelefs    in  this    peninl'ula.     We    caught 
abundance  of   fine  flat  fiih,    trout,  and  herrings. 
At  one  haul,  on  the  15th  of  May,  wc  dragged  out 
above  300  flat  fifli,  bcfides  a  conhderable  quantity  o£ 
fea-trout.      The    firft   heriing   feafon   commences 
about  the  latter  end  of  May.     They  viht  the  coaft 
in  large  fhoals,  but  contijiue  no  confiderable  time. 
Thefe  fi(h  are  excellent,  as  are  alfo  large  quantities 
of  exceeding  fine  cod  ;  and   many  of  our  empty 
cafks  were  filled  with  the  former.     But  notwith- 
ftanding  this  abundance,  it  is  on  the  falmon  fidiery 
alone  that  the  inhabitants  depend  for  their  winter 
fuftenance.     The  fifhing  feafon   begins  about  the 
middle  of  May,  and  continues  to  the  end  of  June, 
The  firft  ihoals  that  enter  the  mouth  of  the  Awatlka, 
is  the  largeft  and  moft  efteemcd.     Three  feet  and  a 
half  is  their  ufual  length  •,  and  they  are  more  than 
proportit)nably   deep-,  their  average  weight  being 
trom  30  to  40  pounds.     We  had  one  of  the  firlt 
that  were  taken,  but  not  without  being  told,  that 
it  was  the  higheft  compliment  the  Kamtfchadales 
could   poffibiy  confer  upon  us.     It  was  formerly  a 
cuftom  among  them  to  eat  the  firft  fifli  they  caught, 
in  the  midft  of  great  rejoicings,  accompanied  with 
many  fuperftitious  ceremonies.     There  is  a  fmaller 
fort  of   falmon,    weighing   from  about    8   to    15 
pounds,  known  by  the  name  of  theredfiOi,  which 
alTemble  in  the  bays,  and  at  the  rnouths  of  the  ri- 
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vers,  early  in  the  month  of  June.  From  this  time 
till  towards  the  end  of  September,  vaft  quantities 
of  them  are  taken  upon  the  eaftern  and  weftern 
coafts,  where  the  fea  receives  any  frefh  water,  and 
alfo  up  the  rivers,  almoft  to  their  very  fource.  All 
the  lakes  which  communicate  with  the  fea  abound 
with  fifh,  which  have  much  the  appearance  of  fal- 
tnon,  and  weigh  ufually  about  five  or  fix  pounds. 
The  natives,  we  underftand,  do  not  think  it  worth 
their  labour  to  catch  them.  Thefe  lakes  being  ge- 
nerally fhallow,  the  fifh  become  an  eafy  prey  to 
bears  and  dogs,  in  the  fummer  feafon  ;  and  fforti 
the  quantities  of  bones  appearing  upon  the  banks, 
vaft  numbers  of  them  feem  to  have  been  devouredi 
The  natives  dry  the  principal  part  of  their  falmon, 
and  fait  but  very  little  of  it.  They  cut  a  fifh  into 
three  pieces.  The  belly-piece  is  firft  taken  off,  and 
then  a  flice  along  each  fide  cf  the  back  bone.  The 
former,  which  is  efleemed  the  befl',  is  dried  and 
fmoked  :  the  other  flices  are  dried  in  the  air,  and 
are  either  eaten  whole  as  a  fubilitute  for  bread,  or 
pulverized  forpafte  and  cakes.  The  head,  tail  and 
bones,  are  dried,  and  preferved  for  their  dogs. 

The  inhabitants  of  Kamtfchafka  may  be  divided 
into  three  clafTes  ;  the  Kamtfchadales,  the  Ruffians 
and  CofTacks,  and  a  mixture  produced  by  their  in- 
termarriages. The  Kamtfchadales  are  a  people  of  re- 
mote antiquity,  and  have  inhabited  this  peninfula 
for  many  ages  ;  and  they  doubtlefs  defcended  from 
the  Mangalians  ;  though  fome  have  imagined  they 
{prang  from  the  Tongufian  Tartars,  and  others  from 
the  Japanefe.  The  Ruffians,  having  made  them- 
selves matters  of  that  vaft  extent  of  coaft  of  the 
Frozen  Sea,  eflablifhed  pofls  and  colonies,  and  ap- 
pointed commilTaries  to  explore  and  fubjcft  the 
countries  ftill  farther  to  the  E.  They  foon  difco- 
vered  that  the  wandering  Koriacs  inhabited  part  of 
the  coaft  of  the  fea  of  Okotfk,  and  they  found  no 
difficulty  in  making  them  tributary.  Thefe  not  be- 
ing 
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ing  at  a  great  diflance  from  thcKamtfchadales,  with 
whom  they  had  frequent  intercourfe,  a  knowledge 
of  Kamtfchatka  muft  naturally  follow ;  and  the  ho* 
nour  of  the  firil:  difcovery  of  this  peninfula  is  attri- 
buted to  Feodot  AlexeiefF,  a  merchant,  in  the  year 
1648  ;  but  a  Coffack,  named  Volodimer  Atlaflbif  is 
the  unqueftionable  firft  acknowledged  difcoverer  of 
Kamtfchatka.  He  was  fent  in  1697,  in  the  capacity 
of  eommiffary  from  Jakutlk  to  the  Anadirlk,  with 
directions  to  call  in  the  Koriacs  to  his  affiftance,  in 
tirder  to  difcover,  and  make  tributary,  the  countries 
beyond  theirs.  With  fixty  Ruflian  Ibldiers,  and  as 
many  Cofi'acks,  he  penetrated,  in  the  year  1699, 
into  the  heart  of  the  peninfula,  and  gained  the 
Tigil.  In  his  progrefs  he  levied  a  tribute  upon  furs, 
and  proceeded  to  the  river  Kamtfchatka,  on  which 
he  built  an  oftrog,  now  called  Verchnei ;  and  leav- 
ing a  garrifon  of  1 6  Coflacks,  returned  to  Jakutlk, 
with  vaft  quantities  of  valuable  tributary  furs,  in 
the  year  1700.  Since  which  time  to  the  grand  re* 
volt  of  the  Kamtfchadales  in  1731,  the  hiftory  of 
this  country  prefents  an  unvaried  detail  of  revolts, 
maflacres,  and  murders,  in  every  part  of  the  penin- 
fula. Though  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  were 
loll,  in  quelling  the  rebellion  of  1 7  3 1 ,  yet  the  coun- 
try had  afterwards  recovered  itfelf,  and  was  become 
as  populous  as  ever  in  1767  ;  at  which  period  the 
fmall-pox  was,  for  the  firft  time,  introduced  among 
them,  by  a  ioldier  from  Okotfk.  It  broke  out  with 
fury,  and,  in  its  progrefs,  was  as  dreadful  as  the 
plague  ;  feeming  almoit  to  threaten  their  entire  ex- 
tirpation. Twenty  thoufand  were  fuppofed  to  have 
died  by  this  loathfome  diforder  in  Kamtfchatka,  the 
Kurile  illands,  and  the  Koreki  country.  The  inha- 
bitants of  whole  villages  were  fometimes  fwept 
iway ;  of  which  fuflicient  proof  remains  to  this 
day.  There  are  eight  oftrogs  about  the  bay  of 
Awatlka,  which,  we  were  informed,  had  been  com- 
pletely inhabited,  but  now  they  are  all  become  de- 
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folate,  except  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul ;  and  only 
feven  Kamtlchadales,  who  are  tributaries,  refide  ia 
that.  At  the  ollrog  of  Paratounca  only  36  native 
inhabitants  remain,  including  men,  women,  and 
children  ;  though  it  contained  360  before  it  w?.s 
vifited  by  the  fmall-pox.  We  pafled  no  lefs  than 
four  extenlive  oUrogs,  in  our  journey  to  Bolche- 
retlk,  which  had  not  a  fingle  inhabitant  in  either  of 
them.  We  were  informed  by  Major  Behm,  that 
thofe  who  at  this  time  pay  tribute,  including  the 
Kuriles,  do  not  exceed  3,000.  The  amount  of  the 
military  forces,  in  five  forts,  is  about  400,  includ- 
ing RuiTians  and  Coffacks.  Nearly  the  fame  num- 
ber are  faid  to  be  at  Ingiga  ;  which,  though  in  the 
N.  of  the  peninfula,  is  under  the  command  of 
Kamtfchatka.  The  Ruffian  traders  and  emigrants 
are  not  very  confiderable. 

The  government,  eftabliflied  in  this  country  by 
fhe  Ruffians,  confidered  as  a  military  one,  is  re- 
markably mild  and  equitable.  The  natives  are  per- 
mitted to  elecl  their  own  magiftrates  in  their  anti- 
ent  mode.  One  of  thefe,  called  a  Toion,  prefides 
over  each  oftrog,  to  whom  all  differences  are  refer- 
red. In  fome  dillricts,  the  only  tribute  exacted  is 
a  fable's  fkin  •,  and  in  the  Kuriie  iflands,  a  lea  ot- 
ter's;  but  as  the  latter  is  conilderably  more  valua- 
ble, the  tribute  of  feveral  perfons  is  paid  with  a 
fingle  Ikin  •,  a  tribute  To  inconfiderable  can  hardly 
be  confidered  in  any  oth-er  light,  than  that  of  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  Ruffian  dominion  over 
them.  But  the  Ruffians  are  not  only  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  mildnefs  of  their  government ;  they 
are  alfo  entitled  to  approbation  tor  their  fucceisful 
endeavours  in  converting  the  natives  to  Chriftianity, 
there  being  now  but  very  few  idolaters  remaining 
among  them.  If  we  form  a  judgment  of  the  other 
miffionaries  from  the  benevolent  paftor  of  Para- 
tounca, more  fuitable  perfons  could  not  poffibly  be 
engaged  in  this  bufinels. 

The 
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The  exports  of  this  country  confift  entirely  of 
furs;  and  this ,  bu  fin  efs  is  chiefly  conduced  by  a 
company  of  merchants,  appointed  by  the  emprefs. 
Twelve  was  the  number  originally,  but  three  have 
fince  been  added.  Befides  a  charter  or  grant  of 
privileges,  they  are  diftinguiftied  by  wearing  a  gold 
medal,  expreflive  of  the  emprefs's  protection  of  the 
fur  trade.  There  are  other  inferior  dealers,  chiefly 
CoiTacks,  in  diff'erent  parts  of  the  country.  At 
what  time  the  principal  merchants  remain  here,  they 
refide  either  at  Bolcheretfk,  or  the  Niflinei  ofl:rog  ; 
the  trade  centering  wholly  in  thofe  two  places. 
This  bulinefs  was  formerly  carried  on  in  the  way  of 
barter,  but  every  article  is  at  prefent  purchafed  with 
ready  money,  no  inconfiderable  quantity  of  fpecie 
being  circulated  in  that  v/retched  country.  The 
furs  produce  a  high  price;  and  the  natives  require 
few  articles  in  return.  Our  failors  brought  a  quan- 
tity of  furs  from  the  coaft  of  America,  and  were 
both  pleafed  and  aftoniflied  on  receiving  fuch  a 
quantity  of  lilver  for  them  from  the  merchants ; 
but  as  th6y  could  not  purchafe  gin  or  tobacco,  or 
any  thing  elfe  that  would  afford  them  any  degree 
of  entertainment,  the  roubles  were  loon  confidered 
as  troublefome  companions,  and  they  frequently 
diverted  themfelves  by  kicking  them  about  the 
deck.  Our  men  received  thirty  roubles  of  a  mer- 
chant, for  a  fea-otter's  fkin,  and  in  the  fame  pro«- 
portion  for  others  ;  but  the  merchant  underftand- 
ing  they  had  great  quantities  to  difpofe  of,  and 
perceiving  they  were  unacquainted  with  traffic,  he 
afterwards  procured  them  at  a  much  cheaper  rate. 

European  articles  are  the  principal  that  are  im- 
ported, but  they  are  not  folely  confined  to  RufTian 
manufadures.  They  come  from  England,  Holland, 
Sibeiia,  Bucharia,  the  Calmucs,  and  China.  They 
chiefly  confift  of  coarfe  woollen  and  linen  cloths, 
flockings,  bonnets,  and  gloves  ;  thin  Perfian  filks, 
j-ieces  of  nankeen,    cottons,    handkerchiefs,    both 

of 


Mpa  Cook's  "phird  and  last  Voyage 

«f  filk  and  cotton ;  iron  ftoves,  brafs  and  copper 
jpjtn^j  files,  guns,  powder  and  ihot ;  hatchets,  knivesi, 
looking-glafles,    fugar,    flour,   boots,    &c.     Thefe 
commodities,  we  obferved,  fold  for  three  times  the 
tfiim  they  might  have  been  purchafed  for  in  England, 
And,  notwithftanding  the   merchants  have  fo  ex* 
tiravagant  a  profit  upon  thefe  imported  goods,  they 
receive  ftill  a  greater  advantage  from  the  fale  of  the 
furs  at  Kiachta,  a  confiderable  market  for  them  on 
the  frontiers  of  China.     In  Kamtfchatka,  the  be|l 
fea-otter  Ikins  ufually  produce  about  thirty  roubles 
a-piece;  at  Kiachta, the Chinefe  merchant  gives  more 
than  double  that  price,  and  difpofes  of  them  again 
at  Pekin  for  a  much  greater  fum  ;  after  which,  an 
additional  profit  is  made  of  many  of  them  at  Japan. 
If,  then,  the  original  value  of  a  ikin  at  Kamtfchat- 
ka is  thirty  roubles,  and  it  is  afterwards  tranfported 
to  Okotfk,  thence  by  land  1364  miles  to  Kiachta, 
thence   760  miles   to  Pekin,  and  after  that  to  be 
iranfported  to  Japan,  what  a  lucrative  trade  might 
•be   ellablifhed    between    Kamtfchatka   and   Japan, 
which  is  not  above  three  weeks  fail  from  it,  at  the 
utmoft  ?  It  may  be  neceffary  to  obferve,   that  the 
principal  and  moft  valuable  part  of  the  fur  trade, 
lies  among  the  iflands  between  Kamtfchatka  and 
America.     Beering  firft  difcovered  thefe  in  1741, 
and  as  they  were  found  to  abound  with  fea-otters, 
the  Ruilian  merchants   fought  anxioufly  for   the 
other  iflands  feen  by  that  navigator,  S.  E.  of  Kamtf- 
chatka, named  in  MuUer's  Map  the  iflands  of  St. 
Abraham,  Sedudion,  &c.     They  fell  in  with  no 
lefs  than  three  groups  of  illands,  in  thefe  expedi- 
tions.    The  firft,  about  15  deg.  E.  of  Kamtfchatka ; 
another,  12  dcg.  E.  of  the  foimer;  and  the  third, 
Oonalaflika,  and  the  neighbouring  iflands.     Thefe 
.mercantile    adventurers    alfo   proceeded  as  far  as 
Shimiagin's  Iflands,  of  which  Kodiakis  the  largefl. 
But  here  they  met  with  fo  warm  a  reception,  for 
attempting  to  compel  the  paynrent  of  a  tribute,  that 
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jtJiey  never  ventured  fo  far  again.  The  three  groups 
oefore-mentioned,  however,  were  made  tributary. 
The  whole  fea  between  Kamtfchatka  and  America  is, 
according  to  the  Ruffian  charts,  covered  with 
iflands ;  for,  as  thofe  who  were  engaged  in  thefe 
expeditions,  frequently  fell  in  with  land,  which 
they  fuppofed  did  not  tally  with  the  fituation  laid 
down  by  preceding  adventurers,  they  immediately 
fuppofed  it  to  be  a  new  difcovery,  and  reported  it 
accordingly  on  their  return  ;  and,  as  thefe  veflels 
were  ufually  out  three  or  four  years,  and  fometimes 
longer,  fuch  miftakes  could  not  immediately  be 
rectified.  It  is  pretty  certain,  however,  that  only 
thofe  iflands  which  have  been  enumerated,  have 
been  difcovered  in  that  fea  by  the  Ruffians,  S.  o£ 
60  deg.  latitude.  The  fea-otter  fkins,  which  are 
certainly  the  moft  valuable  article  in  the  fur  trade, 
are  principally  drawn  from  thefe  iflands ;  which  be- 
ing now  under  the  Ruffian  dominion,  the  merchants 
have  factors  refiding  in  fettlements  there,  for  the 
fole  purpofe  of  bartering  with  the  natives.  To  ex- 
tend this  trade,  an  expedition  was  fitted  out  by  the 
admiralty  of  Okotfk,  to  make  difcoveries  to  the 
N.  and  N.  E.  of  the  above-mentioned  iflands,  and 
the  commandof  it  given  to  Lieutenant  Synd.  But, 
as  this  gentleman  directed  his  courfe  too  far  N.  he 
did  not  fucceed  in  the  object  of  his  voyage  ;  for, 
as  we  never  found  a  fea-otter  N.  of  Briltol  Bay, 
they,  perhaps,  avoid  thofe  latitudes  where  large 
amphibious  fea-animals  are  numerous.  The  Ruf- 
fians have  not  fince  undertaken  any  expedition  for 
making  difcoveries  to  the  eaftward  ;  but  they  will, 
probably,  make  an  advantageous  ufe  of  our  difco- 
very of  Cook's  River.  Notwithftanding  the  gene- 
ral intercourfe  between  the  natives,  the  R.uffians, 
and  Coilacks,  the  former  are  as  much  difi.inguifhed 
from  the  latter  by  their  habits  and  difpofition,  as 
by  their  features  and  general  figure. 

As  the  perfons  of  the  natives  have  already  been 
ISo.  80.  12  Y  defcribed. 


2194  Cook's  third  and  last  Voyage 

defcribed,  we  fliall  only  add,  that,  in  their  ftature,j 
they  are  below  the  common  height,  which  Major; 
Behm  attributes  to  their  marrying  fo  very  early ; 
both  fexes  ufually  engaging  in  the  conjugal  ftate  at 
13  or  14  years  of  age.  They  are  exceedingly  in-* 
duftrious,  and  may  be  properly  contrafted  with  the 
Ruffians  arid  Coflacks,  who  frequently  intermarry 
with  them,  apparently,  for  no  other  reafon,  but 
that  they  may  be  fupported  in  lazinefs  and  floth* 
To  this  inadlivity  may  be  attributed  thofe  fcorbutic 
complaints,  which  moft  of  them  are  dreadfully 
afflicied  with  ;  whilft  the  natives,  who  exercife  in 
the  open  air,  entirely  efcape  them. 

Their  habitations  cohfift  of  three  diftin^l  forts  \ 
jourts,  balagans,  and  log-houfes,  which  are  here 
called  ifbas  ;  they  inhabit  the  firft  in  the  winter,  and 
the  fecond  in  the  fiimmer ;  the  third  are  introduced 
by  the  Ruffians,  wherein  only  the  wealthier  people 
refide.  The  jourts  are  thus  conftrufted.  A  kind 
of  oblong  fquare  is  dug  about  fix  feet  deep  in  the 
earth  ;  the  dimenfions  muft  be  proportioned  to  the 
numbers  who  are  to  inhabit  it,  for  it  is  ufual  for  fe- 
veral  to  live  together  in  the  famejourt.  Strong 
wooden  pofts,  or  pillars,  are  faftened  in  the  ground, 
at  equal  diftances  from  each  other,  on  which  the 
beams  intended  to  fupport  the  roof  are  extended  ; 
which  is  formed  by  joifts,  one  end  of  which  rell 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  other  on  the  beams. 
Between  the  joifts,  the  interftices  are  filled  up  with 
wicker-work,  and  turf  is  fpread  over  the  whole. 
The  external  appearance  of  a  jourt,  refembles  a 
round  fquat  hillock.  A  hole,  ferving  for  a  chim- 
ney, window,  and  door,  is  left  in  the  center,  and 
the  inhabitants  go  in  and  out  by  the  affiftance  of  a 
long  pole,  having  notches  deep  enough  to  afford  a 
little  fecurity  for  the  toe.  On  the  iide,  and  even 
with  the  ground,  there  is  another  entrance,  appro- 
pi  iated  to  the  ufe  of  the  women  ;  but  if  a  man 
pdilcs  in  or  out  of  this  door,  he  becomes  as  much 
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an  object  of  ridicule,  as  a  failor  who  defcends 
through  lubber's  hole.  A  jourt  confifts  of  one 
apartment,  forming  an  oblong  fquare.  Broad 
platforms,  made  of  boards,  are  extended  along  the 
fides,  at  the  height  of  about  fix  inches  from  the 
ground  ;  which  ferve  them  for  fitting  on,  and  on 
which  they  repofe ;  firfl  taking  care  to  cover  them 
with  mats  and  fkins.  The  fire-place  is  on  one  fide, 
and,  on  the  other,  their  provifions  and  culinary 
utenfils  are  flowed.  When  they  make  entertain^ 
ments,  the  compliment  is  confidered  in  proportion 
to  the  heat  of  the  jourts  ;  the  hotter  they  are  made, 
the  more  gracious  is  the  reception  of  the  guefls 
confidered.  We  always  found  them  fo  extremely 
hot  as  to  be  intolerable.  They  generally  retire  to 
their  jourts  about  the  middle  of  October,  and  con*- 
tinue  in  them  till  the  month  of  May  is  more  than 
half  expired.  To  ereft  a  balagan,  nine  potts  are 
fixed  into  the  earth,  in  three  regular  rows,  at  equal 
diftances  from  each  other,  to  the  height  of  about 
1  2  or  1  3  feet  from  the  furface.  About  10  feet  from 
the  ground,  rafters  are  laid  from  polt  to  poft,  and 
fecurely  faftened  by  ftrong  ropes.  The  joifts  are 
laid  upon  thefe  rafters,  and  a  turf  covering  com- 
pletes the  platform  or  floor  of  the  balagan.  A  roof 
of  a  conical  figure  is  raifed  upon  this,  by  means  of 
long  poles,  which  are  fattened  to  the  rafters  at  one 
end,  and  meet  together  in  a  point  at  the  top.  The 
whole  is  covered,  or  rather  thatched,  with  a  coarfe 
kind  of  grafs.  Thefe  fummer  habitations  have  two 
doors,  placed  directly  oppofite  to  each  other,  to 
which  they  afcend  by  the  fame  kind  of  ladders  that 
are  ufed  in  the  jourts.  In  the  lower  part,  which  is 
left  entirely  open,  they  dry  their  fifh,  vegetables, 
and  other  articles  intended  for  the  confumption  of 
the  winter.  Though  fix  families  ufually  live  toge- 
ther in  one  jourt,  a  balagan  is  feldom  occupied  by 
more  than  one  at  a  time'.  The  ifbas,  or  log-houfes, 
are  thus  eredted;  long  timbers  are  piled  horizon- 
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tally,  with  the  ends  let  into  each  other,  and  the 
feams  are  filled  up  or  caulked  with  mofs.  Like 
thofr  of  our  common  cottages,  the  roof  is  floping, 
and  thatched  either  with  grafs  or  rufhes.  Each  log- 
houfe  has  three  apartments  in  the  inlide.  One  end 
may  be  faid  to  be  a  kind  of  entry,  which  extends 
the  whole  width  and  height  of  the  houfe,  and  feems 
to  be  a  kind  of  receptacle  for  their  bulky  articles, 
as  fledges,  harnefs,  &c.  This  has  a  communication 
with  their  beft  apartment,  which  is  in  the  middle, 
and  is  furnifhed  widi  broad  benches,  calculated  both 
for  eating  and  fleeping  upon.  A  door  leads  from 
this  into  the  kitchen,  almoft  half  of  which  is  taken 
Up  with  an  oven,  or  lire-place  ;  which  is  let  into 
the  wall  that  feparates  the  middle  apartment  and 
the  kitchen,  and  is  foconftru^ted  as  to  communicate 
the  heat  to  both  rooms  at  the  fame  time.  There 
are  two  lofts  over  the  kitchen  and  middle  apart- 
ment, to  which  the  inhabitants  afcend  by  a  ladder 
placed  in  the  entry  for  that  purpofe.  Each  apart- 
ment has  two  fmall  windows  made  of  talc,  and, 
among  the  inferior  people,  of  fifli-lkin.  The  boards 
and  beams  of  their  habitations,  are  fmoothed  only 
with  a  hatchet,  for  they  are  ftrangers  to  the  plane; 
and  the  fmoke  has  rendered  them  of  a  deep  fliining 
black. 

In  Kamtfchatka,  an  oflrog  is  called  a  town,  and 
confifls  of  feveral  houfes  or  habitations  of  the  varir" 
ous  kinds  above-mentioned.  Balagans  are  conli- 
derably  the  moft  numerous  ;  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  we  never  faw  a  houfe  of  any  kind  thac  was 
detached  from  an  ollrog.  There  are,  in  St.  Peter 
and  St.  Paul,  feven  log-houfes,  nineteen  balagans, 
and  three  jourts.  .  Paratounca  is  nearly  of  the  fame 
fize.  Karatchinand  Natcheekin  have  not  fo  many 
log-houfes  as  the  former,  but  rather  more  balagans 
and  jourts  ;  whence  it  may  be  concluded  that  luch 
is  the  moft  general  fize  of  an  oftrog.  .     - 

The  drefs  of  the  Kamtfchadale  women  having 

•  already, 


To   THE    Pacific    Ocean,  &c.     2197 

already  been  defcribed,  we  Ihall  proceed  to  that  of 
the  men.  The  upper  garment  refembles  that  of  a 
waggoner's  frock.  If  for  fummer  wear,  it  is  made 
of  nankeen  ;  if  intended  for  winter,  it  is  made  of 
a  ikin,  (generally  that  of  a  deer  or  dog)  having  one 
fide  tanned,  and  the  hair  preferved  on  the  other, 
which  is  worn  innermoft.  A  clofe  jacket  of  nan- 
keen, or  fome  other  cotton  ftuff,  is  the  next  under 
this  ;  and  beneath  that,  a  fhirt  made  of  thin  Perfian 
filk,  of  a  red,  blue,  or  yellow  colour.  They  wear 
alfo  a  pair  of  long  breeches,  or  tight  trow/ers,  of 
leather,  reaching  below  the  calf  of  the  leg.  They 
have  likewife  a  pair  of  boots,  made  of  dog  or  deer 
Ikin,  with  the  hair  innermoft.  They  have  a  fur 
cap,  having  two  flaps  that  are  ufually  tied  up  clofe 
to  the  head,  but  are  permitted  to  fall  round  the 
Ihoulders  in  bad  weather.  The  fur  drefs,  which 
was  prefented  by  Major  Behm's  fon  to  Captain  King, 
is  one  of  thofe  worn  on  ceremonious  occafions  by 
the  Toions.  It  is  fhaped  like  the  exterior  garment 
we  have  juft  defcribed,  and  conlifts  of  fmall  trian- 
gular pieces  oi  fur,  chequered  brown  and  white, 
^nd  10  mgjeni  "ufly  joined  as  to  appear  to  be  of  the 
fame  fkin.  A  border,  ot  the  breadth  of  fix  inches, 
curioufly  wrought  with  different  coloured  threads 
of  leather,  furrounds  the  bottom,  and  produces  a 
rich  effect.  A  broad  edging  of  the  fea-otter's  fkin 
is  fufpended  to  this.  The  lleeves  are  ornamented 
with. the  fame  materials.  An  edging  of  it  alfo  encir- 
cles tne  neck,  and  furroun.is  the  opening  at  the 
breafl.  It  is  lined  with  a  beautiful  white  fkin.  And 
the  prefent  was  accompanied  with  a  pair  of  gloves, 
a  cap,  and  a  pair  of  boots,  executed  with  the  ut- 
molt  neatnefs,  and  compofed  of  the  fame  materials. 
The  Ruffians  who  refide  in  Kamtfchatka,  wear  the 
European  drefs ;  and  the  uniform  worn  by  the 
troops  here,  is  of  a  dark  green  turned  up  with 
red. 
'  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      XX. 

THE  people  fituated  to  the  N.  and  S.  of  Kanjtf- 
chatka,  being  but  imperfe£lly  known,  we 
ihall,  before  we  proceed  to  the  continuation  of  our 
voyage,  give  fuch  information  as  we  have  been 
able  to  acquire  refpecSling  the  Kurile  Iflands,  the 
Koreki,  and  Tfchutflii.  The  Kuriles  are  a  chain  of 
iflands,  extending  from  the  fouthern  promontory 
of  Kamtfchatka  to  Japan,  in  a  S.  W.  diredion. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  of  Lopatka, 
who  were  called  Kuriles,  gave  thefe  iflands  the  fame 
name,  as  foon  as  they  became  acquainted  with 
them.  Spanberg  makes  their  number  amount  to 
2  2,  exclufive  of  the  very  fmall  ones.  The  northern- 
moft  ifland  is  called  Shoomflta,  and  lies  about  three 
leagues  diftant  from  the  promontory  of  Lopatka, 
its  inhabitants  confifting  of  a  mixture  of  natives 
and  Kamtfchadales.  The  next,  named  Paramoufir, 
is  confiderably  larger  than  Shoomfka,  and  is  inha- 
bited by  the  real  natives,  whofe  anceftors,  they  fay, 
came  from  an  ifland  called  Onecutan,  a  little  far- 
ther to  the  S.  The  Ruflians  paid  their  firft  vilit  to 
ithefe  two  iflands  in  17 13,  and  added  them  to  the 
dominions  of  the  emprefs.  The  others,  as  far  as 
poflieflieer  inclufive,  are  now  made  tributary,  if 
we  may  rely  upon  the  information  of  the  worthy 
paftor  of  Paratounca,  their  miflionary  ;  who  pays 
them  a  vifit  once  in  three  years,  and  mentions  the 
iflanders  in  the  moft  refpeftable  terms,  extolling 
them  for  their  hofpitality  and  humanity  ;  and  that 
they  excel  their  Kamtfchadale  neighbours  as  much 
in  the  gracefulnefs  of  their  perfons,  as  ift  their  do- 
cility and  underftanding.  Though  the  ifland  of 
Ooftieflieer  is  the  fartheft  to  the  S,  of  any  under 
the  dominion  of  Ruflia,  yet  they  are  faid  to  trade 
to  Ooroop,  which  is  the  18th  in  order;  and  is  the 
only  one  that  has  a  good  harbour  for  veflels  of 
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burthen*  Nadeegfda  lies  to  the  S.  of  this,  and  is 
faid  to  be  inhabited  by  a  race  of  men  who  are  re- 
markably hairy,  and  who  live  in  a  ftate  of  perfe<5t 
independence,  like  thofe  of  OoroQp.  Nearly  in 
the  fame  dire^Vion  lie  a  group  of  iflands  called  Jeefo, 
by  the  japanefe  ;  a  name  alfo  given  by  them  to  the 
chain  of  iflands  between  Kamtfchatka  and  Japan. 
That  called  Matmai,  the  fartheft  to  the  S.  belongs 
to  the  Japanefe,  and  has  a  garrifon  and  fortifications 
on  the  fide  towards  the  continent.  The  iflanders 
of  Kunachir,  and  Zellany,  to  the  N.  E.  of  Matmai, 
and  three  others,  called  the  Three  Sifters,  ftill  far- 
ther to  the  N.  E.  are  entirely  independent.  The 
inhabitants  of  Matmai  barter  with  thofe  of  the 
iflands  lafl:-mentioned,  as  well  as  with  thofe  of  the 
Kuriles  to  the  northward.  Many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  thofe  iflands  that  are  under  the  dominion  of 
Ruflia,  are  now  converted  to  Chriftianity.  And 
perhaps  the  time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  an  advan- 
tageous commerce  will  be  carried  on  between  Kamtf- 
chatka and  this  extenfive  chain  of  iflands,  which 
may  afterwards  produce  a  communication  with  Ja- 
pan itfelf.  The  advantages  that  muft  infallibly  ac- 
crue to  the  Ruflians  by  eftablifliing  a  commerce  with 
the  Japanefe  are  fufilciently  obvious. 

In  the  country  of  PCoreki  are  two  diflin^l  nations, 
called  the  wandering  and  fixed  Koriacs.  Part  of 
the  ifthmus  of  Kamtichatka  is  inhabited  by  the  for- 
mer, as  well  as  all  the  coaft  of  the  eaftern  ocean, 
from  thence  to  the  Anadir.  The  nation  of  the 
wandering  Koriacs,  extends  weft  ward  towards  the 
river  Kovyma,  and  along  the  N.  E.  of  the  fea  of 
Okotfl?:,  as  far  as  the  river  Penfkina.  The  refem- 
blance  between  the  fixed  Koriacs,  and  the  Kamtf- 
chadales,  is  very  ftriking :  both  countries  depend 
alike  on  fifliing  for  fubfiftence.  Their  cloathing 
and  habitations  are  equally  fimilar.  The  fixed  Ko- 
riacs are  under  the  diftricl  of  Ingiga,  and  are  tribu- 
tary to  Pwufiia.  The  wandering  Koriacs  are  em* 
2.  ployed 
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pfoyed  wildly  in  breeding  and  pafluring  deer,  and 
are  faid  to  have  immenfe  numbers  in  their  poffeflion ; 
it  being  common  for  a  fingle  chief  to  have  a  herd 
of  5,000.  Upon  the  flefh  of  thefe  animals  they 
fubfift,  having  an  averfion  to  every  kind  of  fifh. 
They  ereS.  no  balagans  ;  their  only  habitations  be- 
ing fomewhat  like  the  Kamtfchadale  jourts,  except 
that,  in  winter,  they  are  covered  with  raw  deer- 
ikins,  and,  in  fummer,  with  fuch  as  have  been  tan- 
ned. Their  fledges  are  drawn  only  by  deer,  and 
thofe  that  are  ufed  in  drawing  them  feed  in  the 
fame  paftiue  with  the  others.  When  they  are 
wanted,  the  herdfman  makes  ufe  of  a  certain  cry, 
which,  being  very  familiar  to  them,  they  obey,  and 
quit  the  herd  immediately.  The  two  nations  of  the 
Koriacs,  and  the  Tfchutfki,  make  ufe  of  different 
dialefts  of  the  fame  language  ;  but  it  has  not  the 
Imalleft  aflinity  to  that  of  the  Kamtfchadale.  The 
Tfchutlki  are  a  courageous,  well  made,  warlike  race 
of  people  ;  and  are  formidable  neighbours  to  the 
Koriacs  of  both  nations,  who  often  experience  their 
depredations.  The  country  inhabited  by  the 
Tfchutfki,  is  bounded  by  the  Anadir  on  the  S.  and 
extends  to  the  Tfchutn<:oi  Nofs.  Their  attention, 
like  that  of  the  wandering  Koriacs,  is  confined 
chiefly  to  their  deer,  with  which  their  country 
abounds.  The  Ruflians  have  long  endeavoured  to 
bring  them  under  their  dominion  :  but,  though 
they  have  loft  a  great  number  of  men  in  different 
expeditions,  they  have  not  yet  been  able  to  accom- 
plifh  this  purpofe.  It  is  now  time  to  return  to  the 
liiftory  of  our  voyage,  and  to  make  known  the  plan 
of  our  future  operations. 

In  the  inttruftions  for  the  regulation  of  the  pre- 
fent  voyage,  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  had  in- 
trufted  the  commanding  officer  of  the  expedition 
with  a  difcretionary  power,  in  cafe  of  not  fucceed- 
ing  in  the  difcovery  of  a  paflage  from  the  Pacific 
Ocean   into  the   Atlantic,  to  n^ake  choice,  in  his 
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return  to  England,    of  whatever  rout  he  fhould 
judge  proper;    the  commodore  therefore  defired, 
that  the  principal  officers  would  deliver  their  fenti- 
ments,  in  writing,  relative  to   the  mode  in  which 
thefe  inftruclions  might  moft  efFedually  be  carried 
into  execution.    The  refult  of  their  opinions,  which, 
to  his  great  fatisfadlion,  he  found  unanimous,  and 
perfectly  agreeing  with  his  own,  was,  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  fhips,  their  fails,  cordage,  &c.   ren- 
dered it  hazardous  and  unfafe  to  make  any  attempt, 
as  the  winter  was  now  approaching,  to  navigate  the 
fea  between  Afia  and  Japan,  which  would  other- 
wife  have  opened  to  us  the  moft  copious  field  for 
difcovery ;  that  it  was  therefore  moft  prudent  to 
fteer  to  the  eaftward  of  that  ifland,  and  in  our  way 
thither,  to  fail  along  the  Kuriles,  and  examine  par- 
ticularly thofe  illands  that  are  fituated  neareft  to  the 
northern  coaft  of  Japan,  which  are  faid  to  be  o£ 
confiderable  extent,  and  not  fubjed  to  the  Ruffians 
or  Japanefe.     Should  we  have  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  with  fome  fecure  and  commodious  harbours 
in  any  of  thefe  iflands,  we  fuppofed  they  might 
prove   of   confiderable  importance,  as  convenient 
places  of  fhelter  for  fubfequent  navigators,   who 
might  be  employed  in  exploring    the   feas,  or  as 
the  means  of  producing  a  commercial  intercourfe 
among  the  adjacent  dominions  of  the  two  above- 
mentioned  empires.     Our  next  object  was  to  take 
a  furvey  of  the  Japanefe  Ifles ;  after  which  we  de- 
figned  to  make  the  coaft  of  China,  as  far  to  the  N". 
as  might  be  in  our  power,  and  then  to  proceed  to 
Macao.     This  plan   being  adopted.  Captain  King 
received  orders,  in  cafe  the  two  fhips  fhould  fepa- 
rate,  to  repair,  without  delay,  to  Macao. 

On  Saturday,  the  9th  of  October,  at  fix  o'clock, 
P.  M.  having  cleared  the  entrance  of  the  Bay  of 
Awatfka,  we  made  fail  to  the  S.  E.  At  midnight 
we  had  a  dead  calm,  which  continued  till  noon  of 
the  following  day.     A  breeze  fpringing  up  from  the 
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W.  about  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  fleered  to  the  S. 
along  the  coaft.     A  head-land  now  opened  with 
Cape  Gavareea,  in  the  diredion  of  S.  by  W.  fitu- 
ated  nearly  20  miles  beyond  it.     On  Monday,  the 
nth,  at  noon,  we  obferved  in  lat.   52deg.  4min. 
long.  158  deg.  31  min.     Cape  Gavareea  bearing  N. 
by  W.  one  quarter  W.  and  the  fouthern  extremity 
S.  W.  half  W.     We  were  now  at  the  diftance  of  9 
or  10  miles  from  thfc  neareft  part  of  the  coaft,  and 
perceived  the  whole  inland  country  covered  with 
fnow.     A  point  of  land  towards  the  S.  formed  the 
northern  fide  of  a  deep  bay,  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Achachinfkoi,  to  the  fouthward  of  which, 
the  land  did  not  exhibit  fuch  a  rugged  and  barren 
afpeft,  as  was  obfervable  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try which  we  had  before  pafTed.     On  Tuefday,  the 
I2th,  at  fix  o'clock,  P.  M.  wedifcerned,  from  the 
maft-head,  Cape  Lopatka,  which  is  the  moft  fouthern 
extreme  of  Kamtfchatka.     This,  by  accurate  obfer- 
vations,  we  found  to  be  in  lat.  5 1  deg.  and  in  the 
long,  of  156  deg.  45  min.     We  perceived,  to  the 
N.  W.of  it,  a  very  lofty  mountain,  whofe  fummit 
was  lofl  in  the  clouds.     At  the  fame  inflant,  the 
firfl  of  the  Kurile  Iflands,  named  Shoomfka,  made 
its  appearance,  ih  the  direction  of  W.  half  S.     On 
Wednefday,  the   13th,  at  day-break,  we  defcried 
the  fecond  of  the  Kurile  Iflands,  named  Paramoufir 
by  the  UufTians,  extending  from  W.  half  S.  to  N, 
W.  by  W.     This  land  was  exceedingly  high,  and 
almoft  covered  with  fnow.     The  ifland  is  the  largeft 
of  the  Kuriles ;  and  its  fouthern  extremity  flands, 
according  to  our  computation,  in  lat.  49  deg.  ^S 
min.  the  northern  extremity  we  place  in  lat.  50  de^, 
46  min.  long.  10  deg.  W.  of  Cape  Lopatka.  During 
the  two  following  days,  the  wind,  blowing  frefh 
from  the  W.  obliged  us  to  fleer  to  the  fouthward, 
and  confcquently  prevented  us  from  feeing  anymore 
of  the  Kuriles.     On  Saturday,  the    16th,  our  lat. 
was  45  deg.  2''  min.  our  long,  deduced  from  many 
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lunar  obfervations  taken  the  three  preceding  days, 
was  155  deer,   50  min.  and  the  variation  4  deg,  30 
min.   E.     In  this   fituation,   we   were   almoft  en- 
compafled  by  the  real  or  pretended  difcoveries  of 
prior  navigators  ;  not  one  of  which  we  were  for- 
tunate enough  to  meet  with  in  our  courfe.     The 
wind  having  veered  in  the  afternoon  to  the  north- 
ward, we  hauled  round  to  the  W.     In  the  courfe 
of  this  day,  we  obferved  feveral  albatrofles,  fulmars, 
and  numerous  flocks  of  gulls :  we  alfo  faw  a  number 
of  fiih,  called  grampuffes  by  our  failors ;  but  we 
were  rather  inclined  to  judge,  from  the  appearance 
of  thofe  which  paiTed  clofe  by  our  veflTels,  that  they 
were  the  kafatka,  or  fword-fifli.     Sunday,  the  17th, 
we  obferved  in  lat.  45  deg.   7  min.  long.  154  deg. 
On  the  19th,  at  two  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  hauled  our 
wind,  and  flood  to  the  fouthward  till  five,  at  which 
time   a  violent  ftorm  reduced  us  to  our  courfes. 
Though  from  the  unfavourable  ftate  of  the  weather, 
there  was  but  little  probability  of  our  making  the 
land,  our  attention  was  llill   anxioufly  directed  to 
this  objed  ;  and  on  the  appearance  of  day-light,  we 
ventured  to  fteer  W.  by  S.     We  proceeded  on  the 
fame  courfe  till  10  o'clock,  when  the  windfuddenly 
veered  round  to  the  S.  W.  attended  with  fair  wea- 
ther.     Scarce  had  we  availed  ourfelves  of  this,  by 
letting  out  our  reefs,  and  fetting  the  top-fail,  when 
it  began  to  blow  with  fuch  vehemence,  that  we 
were  under  the  necefllty  of    clofe  reefing  again  ; 
and,  about  noon,  the  wind  Ihifting  more  to  the  W. 
M'e  were  prevented  from  continuing  any  longer  on 
this  tack:  we  therefore  put  about,  and  ftood  to- 
wards the  S.     We  were  now  in  lat.  44  deg.  1 2  min. 
long,  i  50  deg.  40  min.    fo  that,  after  all  our  ex- 
ertions, we  had  the  mortification  of  finding  our- 
felves, according  to  the  Ruffian  charts,  upon  the 
fame  meridian  with  Nadeegfda,  which  they  repre- 
fent  as  the  moft  foutherly  of  all  the  Kurile  Illands. 
Though  the  violent  and  adverfe  winds  that  we  had 
met  with  for  fix  days  paft,  had  deprived  us  of  an 
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ppportunity  of  getting  in  with   thefe  iflands,  yet 
the  courfe  on  which  we  had  been  obliged  to  pro- 
freed,  did  not  prove  altogether  deftitute  of  geogra- 
phical advantages  :  for  the  group  of  Iflands,  com- 
prehending Zellany,  Kunafhir,  and  the  Three  Sifters, 
which,  in  the  maps  of  M.  D'Anville,  are  laid  down 
in  the  track  we  had  juft  croffed,  are,  by  this  means, 
demonftrably  removed  from  that  pofition  ;  and  thus 
an  additional  proof  is  obtained  of  their  being  fitu- 
ated  to  the  W.  where  Captain  Spanberg  has  placed 
them,  between  the  longitudes  of  142  and  147  deg. 
But  thisfpace  being  occupied,  in  the  French  charts, 
by  Staten  Ifland,  and  part  of  the  fuppofed  land  of 
Jefo,  the  opinion  of  Muller  becomes  highly  proba- 
.l^le,  that  they  are  all  the  fame  lands ;  and,  as  we 
liave  no  reafon   to  call  in  queftion  the  accuracy  of 
Spanberg,  we  have,  in  our  general  chart,  reinftated 
Kunafhir,  Zellany,  and  the  Three  Sifters,  in  their 
proper  fttuation,  and  have  totally  omitted  the  reft. 
When  we  confider  the  manner  in  which  the  Ruf- 
jGans   have   multiplied  the  iflands  of  the  northern 
Archfpelago,  not  only  from  the  want  of  accuracy 
in  afceitaining  their  leal  pofition,  but  likewife  from 
thedefire,  natural  to  mankind,  of  propagating  new 
difcoveries,  we  fliall  not  be  furprized,  that  the  fame 
caufes  fhould  produce  fimilar  effects.     It  is  thus  that 
.the  lands  of  Jefo,  which  appear,  as  well  from  the 
earlieft  traditions  among  the  RuflianSj  as  from  the 
accounts  of  the  Japanefe,  to  be  no  other  than  the 
Ivurile  Iflands,  have  been  imagined  to  be  diftin<ft 
from   the  latter.     De  Gama's  land  is  next  on  re- 
cord ;  and  this  was  originally  reprefented  as  being 
nearly  the  fame  in  fttuation  with  thofe  we  have  juft 
mentioned  ;  but  it  was  afterwards  removed,  in  or- 
.ider  to  make  room  for  Staten*s  Ifland,  and  the  Com- 
pany's land  ;  and  as  Jefo,  and  the  moft  foutherly  of 
the  Kuriles,  had  likewife  pofl'eflion  of  this  fpace, 
that  nothing  might  be  loft,  the  former  had  a  place 
,proyided  for  it  weftward,  and  the  latter  towards  the 
£,     As,  according  to  the  Kuflian  charts,  the  ifles 
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of  Kunafiilr  andZellany,  were  flill  to  the  S.  we  en- 
tertained fome  hopes  of  being  able  to  make  them, 
and,  with  this  view,  kept  the  head  of  the  Refolu- 
tion  towards  the  W.  as  much  as  the  wind  would 
permit.  On  Wednefday,  the  20th,  at  noon,  we 
obferved  in  lat.  43  deg.  47  min.  long.  150  deg,  30 
min.  We  were  then  Itanding  to  the  W.  by  S.  with 
a  gentle  breeze  from  the  S.  E.  but  about  three 
o'clock,  P.M.  the  wind,  fhifting  to  the  N.  W.  point, 
began  to  blow  with  Inch  violence,  that  we  were 
brought  under  our  mizen  ftay-fail,  and  fore-fail, 
l^'or  the  following  24  hours  we  had  heavy  rain,  and 
vehement  fqualls ;  and  as  the  wind  continued  to 
blow  from  the  N.  W.  our  attempts  to  make  the 
land  were  rendered  abortive  ;  and  we  Vv^ere  at  length 
obliged  to  rehnquifh  all  further  thoughts  of  dii'co- 
very  to  the  northward  of  Japan.  To  this  difap- 
pointmentwefubmittedwith  t)ie  greater  reluctance, 
as  our  curiofity  had  been  confiderably  excited  by 
the  accounts  that  are  given  of  the  natives  of  thefe 
iflands.' '  On  the  21ft,  in  the  afternoon,  an  accident 
befel  our  fhip,  the  H.efoluticn  ;  for  the  leach-rope 
of  her  fore-top-fail  gave  way,  and  fplit  the  fail. 
This  having  frequently  happened  during  the  life  of 
Captain  Cook,  he  had,  on  fuch  occafions,  ordered 
the  foot  and  leach-ropes  of  the  top-fails  to  be  taken 
out,  and  larger  ones  to  be  fixed  in  their  room  ;  and 
thefe  likewife  proving  incapable  of  fupporting  the 
ftrain  that  was  on  them,  gave  him  good  reafon  to 
obferve  to  us,  that  thejult  proportion  of  ftrength 
between  the  fail  and  thofe  ropes,  is  extremely  mif- 
calculated  in  our  fervice.  On  the  2  2d,  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  let  out  the  reefs  of  our  top-fails,  and  carried 
more  fail.  At  noon,  we  found  ourfelves  to  be  in 
lat.  40  deg.  58  min.  long.  148  deg.  17  min.  varia- 
tion of  the  needle  3  deg.  E.  This  day  fome  birds 
•  afforded  us  clear  indications  that  we  were  not  at  any 
confiderable  dilfance  from  land  :  with  this  hope  we 
'fteered  to  the  W.  N.  W.  in  which  direction  were 
'fituated,  at  the  diftance  of  about  50  leagues,  the 
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fouthernmoft  iflands,  feen  by  Captain  Spanberg, 
and  faid  to  be  inhabited  by  hairy  men.  At  eight 
o'clock,  the  following  morning,  a  frefh  breeze 
fpringing  up,  with  which  we  continued  ourcourfe 
til]  the  evening,  when  we  had  violent  fqually  gales, 
accompanied  with  rain ;  and  as  we  had,  in  the 
courfe  of  this  day,  paffed  fome  patches  of  green 
grafs,  and  obferved  a  number  of  fmall  land  birds, 
a  fhag,  and  many  flocks  of  gulls,  we  did  not  think 
it  confident  with  prudence,  having  all  thefe  figns 
of  the  vicinity  of  land,  to  ftand  on  for  the  whole 
night:  about  midnight  therefore  we  tacked,  and 
for  the  fpace  of  a  few  hours  fleered  S.  E. 

Sunday,  the  24th,  we  again  bore  away  to  the  W. 
N.  W.  and  cariied  a  prefs  of  fail  till  feven  o'clock, 
P.M.  when  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  N.  and  blew 
a  frefli  gale.  At  this  time  our  lat.  was  40  deg,  57 
min.  long.  145  cleg.  20.  min.  This  fecond  difap- 
pointment  in  our  attempts  to  get  to  the  N.  W.  the 
tempeftuous  weather  with  which  we  had  been  har- 
rafled,  and  the  fmall  probability,  at  this  feafon  of 
the  year,  of  its  becoming  more  favourable  to  our 
defigns,  were  the  motives  that  now  induced  Captain 
Gore  to  abandon  finally  all  further  fearch  for  the 
iflands  fituate  to  the  northward  of  Japan,  and  to 
direcl  our  courfe  to  the  W.  S.  W.  for  the  northern 
part  of  that  ifland.  On  the  25th,  at  noon,  we  were 
inlat.4odeg.  18  min.  and  in  L^ng.  144  deg.  Flights 
of  wild  ducks  were  this  day  obferved  by  us ;  a  pigeon 
lighted  upon  our  rigging;  and  many  fmall  birds, 
refembling  linnets,  flew  about  the  fhips,  with  a  de- 
gree of  vigour,  that  gave  us  reafon  to  imagine  they 
had  not  been  long  on  the  wing.  We  alfo  pafled  a 
piece  either  of  bamboo,  or  fugar-cane,  and  feveral 
patches  of  long  grafs.  Thefe  indications  of  our 
being  at  no  great  diftance  from  land,  determined 
us  to  try  for  foundings ;  but  we  could  not  reach 
the  bottom  with  90  fathoms  of  line.  On  the  ap- 
proach of  evening,  the  wind  gradually  veered  round 
to  the  S.  with  which  we  continued  our  courfe  to 
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the  W.  S.  W.  On  Tuefday,  the  2  6th,  at  day-break, 
we  had  the  fatisfadion  of  perceiving  high-land  to- 
wards the  W.  which  proved  to  be  Japan.  At  eight 
o'clock,  it  was  at  the  dillance  of  ten  or  twelve  miles, 
and  extended  from  S.  by  W.  to  N.  W.  A  low  flat 
cape,  which  apparently  conftituted  the  fouthern  part 
of  the  entrance  of  a  bay,  bore  N.  W.  three  quarters 
W.  Near  the  S.  extremity,  a  hill  of  a  conic  figure 
appeared,  bearing  S.  by  W.  three  quarters  W.  To 
the  N.  of  this  hill,  there  feemed  to  be  an  inlet  of 
very  confiderable  depth,  the  northern  fide  of  whofe 
entrance  is  formed  by  a  low  point  of  land  ;  and, 
as  well  as  we  were  enabled  to  judge  by  the  afliftance 
of  our  glafles,  has  a  fmall  ifland  near  it  towards  the 
S.  Having  flood  on  till  nine  o'clock,  we  had,  by 
that  time,  approached  within  five  or  fix  miles  of  the 
land,  which  bore  W.  three  quarters  S.  We  now 
tacked,  and  flood  off;  but  as  the  wind  failed  us, 
wc  had  proceeded,  at  noon,  to  no  greater  diftance 
than  3  leagues  from  the  Ihore.  This  part  of  the 
coaft  extended  from  N.  W.  by  N.  to  S.  half  E.  and 
was  principally  bold  and  cliffy.  The  low  cape 
above-mentioned,  was  about  fix  leagues  diftant, 
tearing  N.  W.  by  W.  and  the  northera  point  of  the 
inlet  was  in  the  direction  of  S.  three  quarters  W. 
Our  lat.  by  obfervation,  was  40  deg.  5  min.  and 
our  long.  142  deg.  28  min.  The  moft  northerly 
land  in  view,  was  fuppofed  by  us  to  be  the  northern 
extreme  of  Japan.  It  is  fomewhat  lower  than  ths 
other  parts  ;  and  from  the  range  of  the  elevated 
lands  that  were  difcerned  over  it  from  the  mafl- 
head,  the  coaft  manifeftly  appeared  to  trend  to  the 
weftward.  The  northern  point  of  the  inlet  was 
imagined  by  us  to  be  Cape  Nambu  -,  and  we  con- 
jectured, that  the  town,  which  Janfen  calls  Nabo, 
flood  in  a  break  of  the  high  land,  towards  which  the 
inlet  apparently  directed  itfelf.  The  neighbouring 
country  is  of  a  moderate  elevation,  and  has  a  dou- 
ble range  of  mountains.  It  is  well  furnifhed  with 
wood,  and  exhibits  a  variety  of  pleafing  hills  and 
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dales.     We  perceived  the  fmoke  arifing  from  feve- 
ral  villages  or  towns,  and  faw  many  houfes  in  de- 
lightful and  cultivated  lituations,  at  a  fmall  diftance 
from  the  Ihore.     While  the  calm  continued,  that 
yve  might  lofe  no  time,  we  put  our  filhing  lines  over- 
board, in   ten  fathoms  water,  but  had  no  fuccefs^. 
This  being  the  only  diverfion  which  our  prefent  cir- 
cum fiances  would  permit  us  to  enjoy,  we  very  fen- 
iibly  felt  our  difappointment ;  and  looked  back  with 
regret  to  the  cod- banks  of  the  difmal  regions  we  had 
lately  quitted,  which  had  furnifhed  us  with  fo  many 
falutary  meals,  and   by  the  amufement  they  had 
afforded,  given  a  variety  to  the  tedious  recurrence 
of  aftronomical  obfervations,    and   the  w^earifome 
fucceffion  of  calms  and  gales.     At  two  o'clock,  P, 
M.  the  wind  blew  frefh  from  the  S.  and,  by  four, 
had  reduced  us  to  clofe-reefed  top-fails,  and  obliged 
us  to  ftand  off  to  the  fouth-eaflward  ;  in  confequence 
of  which  courfe,  and  the  gloominefs  of  the  wea- 
ther, we   foon    loft  fight   of   land.     We  kept  on 
during  the  whole  night,  and   till  eight  o'clock  the 
follo\ying  morning,  when  the  wind  fliifting  to  the 
N.  and  becoming  moderate,  we  made  fail, and  fleered 
a  W.  S.  W.  courfe,  towards  the  land,  which,  how- 
ever, we  did  not  make  before  three  in  the  afternoon ; 
at  which  time  it  was  feen  to  extend  from  N.  W. 
half  W.  to  W.     The  mofl  northerly  extremity  was 
a  continuation  of  the  elevated  land,  the  fouthern- 
moft  we  had  obferved  the  preceding  day.     The  land 
to  the  weft  ward,  we  conjeclured  to   be  the  High 
Table  Hill  of  Janfen.     The  coaft,  between  the  two 
extremes,  was  low,  and  could  fcarcely  be  perceived, 
except  from  the  maft-head.    We  proceeded  towards 
the  coaft  till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  our  diftance 
from  it  was  about  five  leagues,  and  having  fhor- 
tehed  fail  for  the  night,  we  fteered  in  a  foutherly 
direftion,    founding   every  four   hours;    but  our 
depth  of  water  was  fo  gt  eat,  that  we  did  not  find 
ground  with  i6o  fathoms  of  line. 

On  Thuifday,  the  28th,  at  fix  o'clock,  A.  M.  wc 
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dgain  faw  land,  12  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  that 
\ve  had  feeri  the  day  before,  and  extended  from  W. 
by  N.  to  W.  S.  W.  At  ten  o'clock  we  faw  more 
land  in  the  fame  direction.  At  noon,  the  i^orthern 
extremity  of  the  land  in  view  bore  N.  W.  by  N. 
and  a  peaked  hill,  over  a  fteep  head-land,  was  15 
or  16  miles  diftant,  bearing  W.  by  N.  By  obfer- 
vation,  our  lat.  was  38  deg.  16  min.  and  our  long. 
142  deg.  9  min.  During  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
we  continued  our  courfe  to  the  S.  W.  and,  at  mid- 
night, found  our  depth  of  water  to  be  70  fathoms, 
over  a  bottom  of  fine  brown  fand.  We  therefore 
hauled  up  towards  the  E.  till  the  next  morning, 
when  we  again  had  fight  of  land,  eleven  leagues  to 
the  S.  of  that  we  had  feen  the  preceding  day  The 
ground  was  low  towards  the  fea,  but  gradually 
fwelled  into  hills  of  a  moderate  elevation.  At  nine 
o'clock,  the  Iky  being  over-cafl,  and  the  wind  veer- 
ing to  the  S.  we  tacked  and  ftood  off  to  the  E.  Not 
long  after,  we  obferved  a  vefTel,  clofe  in  with  the 
land,  {landing  to  the  N.  along  the  fhore  ;  and  we 
alfo  faw  another  in  the  offing,  coming  down  on  us 
before  the  wind.  Objecls  belonging  to  a  coun- 
try fo  celebrated,  and  yet  fo  imperfeftly  known, 
excited  a  general  eagerneis  or  curiofity ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  every  perfon  on  board  came  .in- 
ftantaneoufly  upon  deck  to  gaze  at  them.  As  the 
veflTel  to  windward  approached  us,  fhe  hauled  off  to 
a  greater  diftance  from  the  fhore  ;  upon  which  be- 
ting apprehenfive  of  alarming  thofe  who  were  on 
board  of  her  by  the  appearance  of  a  purfuit,  we 
brought  to,  and  fhe  failed  a-head  of  us.  We  might 
have  fpoken  to  them,  but  Captain  Gore  perceiving, 
by  their  manoeuvres,  that  they  were  highly  terrified, 
was  unwilling  to  increafe  their  apprehenfions  ;  and, 
imagining  that  we  fliould  have  many  better  oppor- 
tunities of  a  communication  with  the  Japanefe,  fuf- 
fered  them  to  retire  without  interruption.  Accord- 
ing to  the  moft  probable  conjectures  we  were  en- 
abled to  form,  the  veffel  was  of  the  burthen  of  40 
No.  3o.  13  A  tons  J 
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tons ;  and  there  feemed  to  be  fix  men  on  board  her. 
She  had  only  one  mail,  whereon  was  hoifted  a  qua- 
drangular fail,  extended  aloft  by  a  yard,  the  braces 
of  which  worked  forwards.  Three  pieces  of  black: 
cloth  came  half  way  down  the  fail,  at  an  equal  dif- 
tancc  from  each  other.  The  vefTel  was  lower  in 
the  middle  than  at  each  end ;  and  from  her  fiu[ure 
we  fuppofed,  that  llie  could  not  fail  otherwife  than 
large.  At  noon,  the  wind  blew  frefli,  accompanied 
with  much  rain.  By  three  o'clock  it  had  increafed 
in  fo  great  a  degree,  that  we  were  reduced  to  our 
courfes.  The  fea,  at  the  fame  time,  ran  as  high  as  any 
of  our  people  ever  remember  to  have  feen  it.  About 
eight  o'clock,  in  the  evening,  the  gale,  without 
the  fmalleft  diminution  of  violence,  fhifted  to  the 
W.  and  by  producing  a  fudden  fvvell,  in  adiredion 
contrary  to  that  which  had  before  prevailed,  caufed 
our  fiiips  to  labour  and  ftrain  exceedingly.  During 
the  ftorra,  we  had  feveral  of  our  fails  fplit.  They 
had,  indeed,  been  bent  for  fo  long  a  time,  and  were 
worn  fo  thin,  that  this  accident  had  happened  lately 
in  both  veflels  almoft  daily  ;  particularly  when  the 
fails  were  ftiff,  and  heavy  with  rain,  in  which  cafe; 
they  became  lefs  capable  of  bearing  the  fhocks  of 
the  boifterous  and  variable  winds  we  experienced 
occaiionally.  On  Saturday,  the  3ath  at  noon,  we 
obferved  in  lat.  ^6  deg,  4?  min.  long.  142  deg.  6 
niin.  In  the  afternoon,  the  wind  fhifting  to  the 
N.  E.  we  flood  to  the  S.  at  the  diftance  of  1 8  leagues 
from  the  Ihore.  On  the  31ft,  at  two  o'clock,  A» 
M.  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  W.  and  blew  iri 
violent  fqualls,  accompanied  with  lightning  and 
rain. 

Monday,  t^ovember  the  id,  the  wind  fhifted  to 
the  S.  E.  and  was  attended  with  fair  weather ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  we  obtained,  with  four  dif- 
ferent quadrants,  42  fets  of  diftances  of  the  moon, 
from  the  fun  and  ftars,  each  fet  comprehending  fix 
obfervations.  Thefe  nearly  coinciding  with  each 
other,  we  detcraiiued^  at  noon,  by  obfervation,  our 
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fat.  to  be  35  deg.  17  min.  and  our  long,  with  great 
accuracy,  to  be  141  deg.  32  min.  At  two  o'clock, 
we  again  made  land  towards  the  W.  diftant  13 
leagues.  A  hummock  to  the  northward,  which  had 
an  infular  appearance,  bore  N.  N.  W-  halt  W.  W« 
ftcered  tor  the  land  till  between  five  and  fix,  when 
we  hauled  our  wind  co  the  S.  At  this  time  we  de- 
Icried  to  the  weihvard  a  mountain  of  extraordinary 
height,  with  a  round  iuminit  riling  far  inland. 
In  its  neighbourhood  the  coaft  is  of  a  moderate  ele- 
vation ;  but,  to  the  S.  of  the  hummock  ifland,  there 
appeared,  at  a  c  jnliderablediftance  up  the  country, 
a  ridge  of  hiils,  extending  towards  the  mountain, 
and  which  might  perhaps  join  it.  As  the  weather, 
in  the  morning  of  the  2nd,  had  a  very  threatening 
appearance,  and  the  wind  was  at  S.  S.  E.  we  thought 
it  advifeable  to  quit  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fhore, 
and  (land  off  towards  the  E.  that  the  fhips  might 
not  be  entangled  with  the  land.  We  were  not  de- 
ceived in  our  prognoftications ;  for  not  long  after- 
wards, a  heavy  gale  began  to  blow,  which  conti- 
nued till  the  next  day,  and  was  attended  with  rainy 
and  hazy  weather.  On  Wednefday  the  3d,  in  the 
morning,  we  found  ourfelves  by  our  reckoning, 
upwards  of  50  leagues  from  the  coaft ;  which  cir- 
cumftance,  united  to  the  confideration  of  the  very 
uncommon  effect  of  currents  we  had  already  expe- 
rienced, the  advanced  period  of  the  year,  the  vari- 
able and  uncertain  ftate  of  the  weather,  and  the 
fmall  profpect  we  had  of  any  alteration  for  the  bet- 
ter, induced  Captain  Gore  to  form  the  refolution  of 
leaving  Japan,  and  prolecuting  our  voyage  to  China: 
to  which  fads  may  be  added,  that  the  coall  of  Ja- 
pan, according  to  Kiiempfer's  defcription  of  it,  is 
the  moft  dangerous  in  all  the  knov/n  world ;  that 
it  would  have  been  exceedingly  hazardous,  in  caie 
of  diftrefs,  to  have  run  into  any  of  the  harbours  of 
that  country;  where,  if  we  may  credit  the  molt 
authentic  writers,  the  averfion  of  the  natives  to  a 
iK)nimunication  with  ftrangers,  has  prompted  them 
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to  the  commiilion  of  the  moft  flagrant  acls  of  bar- 
barity  ;  that  our  veflels  were  in  a  leaky  condition  •, 
that  the  rigging  was  fo  rotten  as  to  require  conti- 
nual repairs  ;  and  that  the  fails  were  alr.oil  entirely 
worn  out,  and  incapable  of  withilanding  the  vehe-: 
mence  of  a  gale  of  wi*nd.  As  the  violent  currents, 
which  fet  along  the  eaftern  coafl:  of  japan,  may  per- 
haps be  attended  with  dangerous  confequences  to 
thofe  navigators,  who  are  not  acquainted  with  their 
extreme  rapidity,  we  will  here  fubjoin  a  fummary 
account  of  their  direction  and  force,  as  remarked 
by  us  from  the  ift  to  the  8th  of  November.  On 
the  ift,  at  the  time  when  we  were  about  i8  leagues 
to  the  E.  of  White  Point,  the  current  fet  at  the 
rate  of  g  miles  in  an  hour,  to  the  N.  E.  and  by  N> 
On  the  2nd,  as  we  made  a  nearer  approach  to  the 
Jhore,  we  obferved,  that  it  continued  in  a  iimilar 
d:reclion,  but  was  augmented  in  its  rapidity  to  live 
miles  an  hour.  As  we  receded  from  the  coaft,  it 
again  became  more  moderate,  and  inclined  towards 
the  E.  On  the  3d,  at  the  diftance  of  60  leagues  from 
the  fhore,  it  fet,  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour, 
to  the  E.  N.  E.  On  the  two  following  days,  it 
turned  to  the  fouthward,  and,  at  120  leagues  from 
the  coaft,  its  direction  was  S.  E.  and  its  rate  did  not 
exceed  one  mile  and  a  half  an  hour.  It  again,  on 
the  6th,  and  7th,  fhifted  to  the  N.  E.  and  its  force 
diminifhed  gradually  till  the  8th,  at  which  time  we 
could  not  perceive  any  current. 

During  the  4th  and  5th  of  November,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  the  fouth-eaftward,  with  very  unfettled 
weather,  having  much  lightening  and  rain.  On 
Saturday,  the  6th,  we  changed  our  courfe  to  the 
S.  S.  \V.  but  about  eight  o'clock,  in  the  evening, 
we  were  obliged  to  ftand  towards  the  S.  E.  On 
the  9th,.  at  noon,  we  obferved  in  lat,  31  deg.  46 
min.  long.  146  deg.  20  min.  Friday,  the  12th,  a 
mofl  violent  gale  arofe,  which  reduced  us  to  the 
mizen-ftay-fail  and  fore-fail.  At  noon,  we  were  in 
lat.  27  deg.   36  min.  and  in  long.  144  deg.  25  min. 
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On  the  isth,  we  were  nearly  in  the  fame  fituation. 
attributed  to  the  iihiid  of  St.  Juan,  yet  we  faw  not 
the  leaft  appearance  of  land.  At  fix  o'clock,  P.  M. 
\ve  fleered  to  W.  S.  W.  Captain  Gore  thinking  it 
ufelefs  to  ftand  any  longer  to  the  S.  S.  W.  as  we 
were  nearly  in  the  fame  meridian  with  the  Ladrones, 
or  Marianne  Iflands,  and  at  no  very  confiderable 
diftance  from  the  track  of  the  Manilla  galieons. 
On  Monday,  the  15th,  we  faw  three  ifiands,  and 
bore  away  for  the  S.  point  of  the  largeft,  upon 
which  we  obferved  a  high  barren  hill,,  flattifli  at 
the  top  and  when  feen  from  the  VV.  S.  W.  prefents 
an  evident  volcanic  crater.  The  earth,  rock,  or 
fand,  for  it  was  not  eafy  to  diftinguifh  of  which  its 
furface  is  compofed,  exhibited  various  colours,  and 
a  confiderable  part  Vv'e  conjectured  to  be  fulphur, 
both  from  its  appearance  to  the  eye,  and  the  flrong 
fulphureous  fmell  perceived  by  us  in  our  approach 
to  the  point.  I'he  Rcfolution  having  palled  nearer 
the  land,  feveral  of  our  oiiicers  thought  they  dif- 
cerned  fleams  proceeding  from  the  top  of  the  hill. 
Thefe  circumftances  induced  the  commodore  to  be- 
ftow  on  this  difcovery,  the  name  of  Sulphur  Ifland. 
On  Friday,  the  26th,  at  fix  o'clock,  A.  M.  the 
wind  having  conliderably  abated,  we  fet  our  top- 
fails,  let  out  the  reefs,  and  bore  away  to  the  weft- 
ward.  At  noon,  we  obferved  in  lat.  21  deg.  12 
min.  long.  120  deg.  25min.  In  the  courfe  of  this 
day,  we  faw  many  tropic  birds,  and  a  flock  of 
ducks  ;  alfo  porpoifes  and  dolphins  ;  and  co.ntinued, 
to  pafs  many  pumice-ftones.  We  fpent  the  night  on 
our  tacks;  and  on  the  27th,  at  flx  o'clock,  A.  M. 
we  again  made  fail  to  the  W.  in  fearch  of  the  Bafhee 
Ifles.  On  the  28th,  at  four  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  had 
light  of  the  ifland  of  Prata.  At  noon,  our  lat.  was 
20  deg.  39  min.  long.  1 16  deg.  45  min.  The  extent 
of  the  Prata  fhoal  is  confiderable  j  for  it  is  about 
fix  leagues  from  N.  to  S.  and  extends  four  leagues 
to  the  E.  of  the  ifland  :  its  limits  to  the  weftward, 
we  had  not  an  opportunity  of  afcertaining.     We 
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carried  a  prefs  of  fail  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day,  and  kept  the  wind,  which  now  blew  from  the 
N.  E.  by  N.  in  order  to  fecure  our  paffage  to  Macao. 
On  Monday,  the  29th,  in  the  morning,  we  paf- 
fed  fome  Chinefe  fifhing-boats,  the  crews  of  which 
eyed  us  with  marks  of  great  indifference.  At  noon, 
our  lat.  by  obfervation,  was  22  deg,  i  min.  and, 
iince  the  preceding  noon,  we  had  run  110  miles 
upon  a  N.  W.  courfe.  On  the  30th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  ran  along  the  Lema  Ifles,  which,  like  the 
other  iflands  fituated  on  this  coaft,  are  deftitute  of 
wood,  and,  as  far  as  we  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving,  devoid  of  cultivation.  We  now  fired  a 
gun,  and  difplayed  our  colours,  as  a  fignal  for  a 
pilot.  On  the  repetition  of  the  fignal,  there  was 
an  excellent  race  between  four  Chinefe  boats ;  and 
Captain  Gore  engaged  with  the  perfon  who  arrived 
firft,  to  conduft  the  fliip  to  the  Typa,  for  the  fum 
of  30  dollars,  fending  word,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
Captain  King,  that  as  he  could  eafily  follow  with 
the  Difcovery,  that  expence  might  be  faved  to  him. 
In  a  fliort  time  afterwards  a  fecond  pilot  got  on 
board,  and  immediately  laying  hold  of  the  wheel, 
began  to  order  the  fails  to  be  trimmed.  This  gave 
rife  to  a  violent  altercation,  which  was  at  length 
compromifed,  by  agreeing  to  divide  the  money  be-= 
tween  them.  In  obedience  to  the  inftru6tions  from 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  it  now  became  necef- 
fary  to  demand  of  the  officers  and  men,  belonging  to 
both  fhips,  their  journals,  and  what  other  papers 
they  might  have  in  their  pofTeflion,  relative  to  the 
hiflory  of  the  voyage.  At  the  fame  time  Captain 
King  gave  the  Difcovery's  people  to  underftand, 
that  whatever  papers  they  wiflied  fhould  not  be  fent 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  he  would  feal  up 
their  prefence,  and  preferve  in  his  cuftody  till  the 
intentions  of  their  Lordfhips,  refpeding  the  publi- 
cation of  the  hiftory  of  the  voyage,  were  accom- 
plifhed,  after  which,  he  faid  they  fhould  be  faith- 
fully reftored  to  them.     The  captain  obferves  upon 
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this  occafion,  that  it  is  but  doing juftice  to  his  com- 
pany to  declare,  that  as  to  the  crew,  they  were  the  belt 
difp'ored,  and  the  mod  obedient  men  he  ever  knew, 
though  the  greateft  part  of  them  were  very  young, 
and  had  never  ferved  before  in  a  fhip  of  war.  The 
lame  propofals  were  made  to  the  people  of  the  Re- 
folucion,  and  inftantly  complied  with. 

We  continued  working  to  windward,  by  the  di- 
rection of  our  pilot,  till  about  fix  o'clock,  P.  M. 
when  we  let  go  our  anchors,  he  being  of  opinion, 
that  the  tide  was  now  fetting  againft  us.  During 
the  afternoon,  we  ftood  on  our  tacks,  between  the 
Grand  Ladrone  and  the  ifland  of  Potoe,  having 
paffed  to  the  eaft  of  the  latter.  At  nine  o'clock  we 
again  caft  anchor  in  fix  fathoms  water ;  the  town 
of  Macao  being  at  the  diftanct  of  nine  or  ten  miles, 
in  a  N.  W.  direction  ;  and  the  ifland  of  Potoe  bear- 
ing S.  half  W.  feven  miles  diftant. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  in  the  morning,  one  of 
the  Chinefc  contractors,  called  compradors,  came  on 
board,  and  fold  us  as  much  beef  as  weighed  2Q0 
weight,  together  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
greens,  oranges,  and  eggs.  In  the  evening  Cap- 
tain Gore  fent  Mr.  King  on  fliore  to  vifit  the  Por- 
tuguefe  Governor,  and  to  requeft  his  aihftance  in 
procuring  refrefliments,  which  he  thought  might 
be  done  on  more  reafonable  terms  than  the  compra- 
dor would  undertake  to  furniih  them  ;  with  whom 
we  had  agreed  for  a  daily  fupply  ;  for  which,  how- 
ever, he  infifted  on  our  pacing  him  before-hand. 
Upon  Mr.  King's  arrival  at  the  citadel,  the  Fort- 
Major  informed  him  that  the  governor  was  Tick,  and 
not  able  to  fee  company.  Having  acquainted  the 
Major  with  his  defire  of  proceeding  immediately  to 
Canton,  the  former  told  him,  that  they  could  not 
prefume  to^rovide  a  boat,  till  permiilion  had  been 
obtained  from  the  Hoppo,  or  olEcer  of  the  cuftoms  ; 
and  that  it  was  necelTary  to  apply,  for  this  purpofe, 
to  the  Chinefe  government  at  Canton.  When  the 
♦aptain  was  returninig,  the  Portuguefe  officer  alked 
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him,  if  he  did  not  mean  to  vifit  the  Englifli  get!-' 
tiemen   at   Macao  ?  This  queftion  gave  him  inex- 
prefiible  pleafuie.     He  proceeded  immediately  to 
the  houfe  of  one  of  his  countrymen;  from  whom 
he  received  information  of  the  French  war,  and  of 
the  continuance  of  the  American  war  ;  and   that 
five  fail  of  Englifh  fhips  were  now  at  Wampu,  near 
Canton,  in  China.     Theintelligence  we  had  gained 
concerning  the  ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe,  renderedi 
us  the  more  anxious  to  accelerate  our  departure  as 
much  as  we  poffibly  could.     The  firft  thing  that 
claimed   the  attention   of  the  commodore,  was  to 
provide  as  well  as  he  could  for  the  general  fafety  of 
the  people   under  his  command,  on   their  return 
home.     The  news  of  a  French  war,  without  lettino: 
IIS  know  the  order  iflued  by  the  King  of  France  in 
our  favour,  gave  ns  much  concern.     Our  fhips  were 
ill   fitted  for  war :  the  decks,  fore  and  aft,  being 
fiiiiflicd  liulh,  had  no  covering  for  men  or  officers  ; 
it  was  therefore  thought  neceffary  to  raife  a  kind  of 
parapet,  mdfqaet  proof,  on  both  decks  -,  and  likewife 
to  ftrcngthen  the  cabins  as  much  as  poffible  in  cafe 
of  action.     On  7'hurfday,  the  pth,  we  received  an 
anfwer  from  the  Englifli  fupercargoes  at  Canton,  in 
which  they  promii'ed  to  exert  their  mo  ft  ftrenuous 
endeavours  in  procuring  the  fupplies  of  which  we 
were  in  want,  with  all  poilible  diipatch ;  and  that 
a  pail'port  fliould  be   fent  for  one  of  our  ofHcers. 
Friday,  the  loth,    an  Englifh  merchant,  from  one 
of  our  Eaft-Indian  fettlements,  made  application  to 
Captain  Gore  for  the  aHiftance  of  a  few  of  his  peo- 
ple, to  navigate  as  far  as  Canton  a  vell'el  which  he 
had  purchafed  at  Macao.     The  commodore  confi- 
dering  this  as  a  good  opportunity  for  Captain  King 
to  repair  to  that  city,  gave  orders,  that  he  fliould 
take  with  him  his  fecond  lieutenant,  the  lieutenant 
of  the  marines,  and  lofailors.     Accordingly,  they 
quitted  the  harbour  of  Macao,  on  Saturday,  the 
nth;  and  as  they  approached  the  Bocca  Tygris, 
which  is  near  40  miles  diflant  from  Macao,  the 
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coaft  of   China  appeared  to  the  eaftward  in  white 
fteep  cliffs.     Their  progrefs  beiftg  retarded  by  con- 
trary winds,  and   the  lightnefs  of  the  veffel,  they 
did  not  arrive  at  Wampu,  which  is  only  nine  leagues 
from   the  Bocca   Tygris.  till   Saturday,  the  18th, 
Wampu  is  a  fmall  town,  off  which  the  fhips  of  va- 
rious nations,  who  trade  with  the  Chinei'e,  are  lla- 
tioned,  in  order  to  receive  their  refpective  ladings. 
At  Wampu,  Captain  King  embarked  in  a  Sampane, 
or  Chinefe  boat,  the  moft  convenient  for  palTengers 
that  we  ever  faw  •,  and  in  the  evening  we  reached 
Canton,  and   di  fern  barked  at  the  Englilh  factory, 
where  the  captain  was  received  with  every  mark  o£ 
civility  and  refped.     Meilrs.  Fitzhugh,  Bevan,  and 
Rapier,  compofed,  at  this  time,  the  Select  Com- 
mittee ;  and  the  former  of  thefe  gentlemen  uCtcd 
as  prefident.     They  immediately  gave  the  captain 
an   inventory   of   thofe  (lores  with  which  the  Eaft- 
India  fhips  wtre  able  to  fupply  us,  and  he  had  the 
pleafure  to  find,  that  they  were  ready  to  be  fhipped, 
and  that  the  provifions  we  might  have  occafion  for 
might  be  had  at  a  day's  nocice.     Being  defirous  of 
making  our  ftay  here  as  iliort  as  poilible,  the  cap- 
tain  requefted,  that  the  gentlemen  would  endea-  ■ 
vour  to  procure  junks  for  us  tue  next  day  ;  but  we 
were  foon  convinced  by  them,  that  patience  is  an 
indifpenfible  virtue  in  China.     After  the  captain 
had  waited  feveral  days  for  the  ifTue  of  his  negoci- 
ation  with  the  Chinefe,  and  was  coniidering  what 
fteps  he  fliould  take,  the  commander  of  a  country 
£hip   prefented     him    with    a    letter  from  Captain 
Gore,  whereby  he  was  informed  of  that  comnan- 
der  being  engaged  to  bring  our  party  from  Canton, 
and  to  deliver  our  fupplies,  at  his  own  hazard,  in 
the  Typa.     All   diihculties    being   thus  removed. 
Captain  King  had  leifure  to  beftow  fome  attention 
on  the  putchafe  of  our  (lores  and  provifions,  which 
he  completed  on  Sunday,  the  26th,  and,  on  the 
following   day,  the  whole  flock  was  conveyed  on 
board.     As  Canton  was  likely  to  b6  the  mod  ad- 
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vantageous  market  for  furs,  the  commodore  hadt 
defirecl  Captain  King  to  take  with  him  about  20 
ikins  of  fea-otters ;  moft  of  which  had  been  the 
property  of  our  deceafed  commanders ;  and  to  dif- 
pofe  of  them  at  the  befl  price  he  could  obtain.  The 
Enghfli  fupercargoes  being  informed  of  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  they  diredled  him  to  a  member  of  the 
Hong  (a  fociety  of  the  principal  merchants  of  the 
city)  who  being  fully  apprifed  of  the  nature  of  the 
buiinefs,  feemed  to  be  fenfible  of  the  delicacy 
of  the  captain's  fituation,  and  therefore  affured 
him,  that,  in  an  affair  of  this  kind,  he  fhould 
confider  himfelf  as  a  mere  agent,  without  feek- 
ing  any  profit  for  himfelf.  The  fkins  being  laid  be- 
fore this  merchant,  he  examined  them  over  and 
over  again  with  particular  attention  ;  and  at  laft  in- 
formed Captain  King,  that  he  could  not  think  of 
offering  more  than  300  dollars  for  them.  As  the 
captain  knew  he  had  not  offered  one  half  of  their 
■value,  he,  therefore,  in  his  turn,  demanded  1000 
dollars ;  the  Chinefe  merchant  then  advanced  to 
five,  and,  at  length  to  700  dollars;  upon  which 
the  captain  lowered  his  demands  to  900.  Here, 
each  of  them  declaring  that  he  would  not  recede, 
they  parted  ;  but  the  Chinefe  fpeedily  returned,  and 
propofed  finally,  that  they  fhould  divide  the  diffe- 
rence, which  the  captain  agreed  to,  and  received 
800  dollars.  The  fubfequent  remarks,  relative  to 
Canton,  were  collected  by  Captain  King,  from  the 
intelligence  which  he  received  from  feveral  Englifli 
gentlemen,  who  had  refided  a  long  time  near  that 
city. 

Canton,  containing  the  old  and  new  town,  with 
the  fuburbs,  is  about  10  miles  in  circumference. 
The  number  of  its  inhabitants,  as  near  as  can  be 
computed,  may  be  from  100  to  150,000.  Exclu- 
five  of  whom  there  are  40,000  who  refide  conftantlv 
in  Borges,  called  Sarnpares,  or  floating-houfes  upon 
the  river.      1  hey  arc  moored  in  rows  clofe  to.each 
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other,  with  a  narrow  paflage,  at  intervals,  for  the 
bpats  to  pafs  up  and  down  the  river. 

The  ftreets  of  this  city  are  long,  narrow,  and  de- 
ftitute  of  uniformity.  They  are  well  paved  with 
large  ftones,  and,  in  general,  kept  extremely  clean. 
The  houfes  are  built  of  brick,  and  are  only  one  ftory 
high.  They  have,  for  the  moft  part,  two  or  three 
courts  backwards,  in  which  are  ereded  the  ware- 
houfes  for  the  reception  of  merchandize ;  and,  in 
the  houfes  within  the  city,  are  the  apartments  for 
the  females,.  Some  of  the  meaner  fort  of  people, 
though  very  few,  have  their  habitations  compofed 
pf  wood. 

Thofe  that  belong  to  the  European  factors,  are 
built  on  a  fine  quay,  having  a  regular  facade  of  two 
ftories  towards  the  river.  They  are  conftruded, 
with  refpe<fl  to  the  infide,  partly  after  the  Chinefe, 
and  partly  after  the  European  mode.  Adjoining  to 
Ithem  are  a  confiderable  number  of  houfes  which  be- 
long to  the  Chinefe  ;  and  are  let  out  by  them  to  the 
commanders  of  velTels,  and  to  merchants,  who 
make  only  an  occafional  ftay.  As  no  European  is 
permitted  to  take  his  wife  with  him  to  Canton,  the 
Englifli  fupercargoes  live  together  at  one  common 
table,  which  is  maintained  by  the  Company,  and 
each  of  them  has  alfo  an  apartment  appropriated  to 
himfelf,  con(iiling  of  three  or  four  rooms.  The 
period  of  their  refidenee  rarely  exceeds  eight  months 
in  a  year ;  and  as,  during  that  time,  they  are  al- 
moft  conftantly  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  Com- 
pany, they  may  fubmit,  with  the  lefs  uneafinefs,  to 
the  reftriclions  under  which  they  live.  They  fel- 
dom  make  any  vilits  within  the  walls  of  Canton, 
except  on  pubHc  occafions.  Nothing  contributed 
mor6  to  give  Captain  King  an  unfavourable  opinion 
of  the  Chinefe,  than  his  finding  that  feveral  of 
them  who  had  refided  in  that  country  for  near  1 5 
iucceflive  years,  had  never  formed  any  focial  con- 
nection or  friendlhip.  When  the  laft  fhip  departs 
from  Wampu,  they  are  all  under  the  neceflity  of 
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retiring  to  Macao  ;  but  they  leave  behind  them  all 
the  money  they  poflefs  in  fpecie,  which,  Mr.  King 
was  informed,  fometimes  amounts  to  ioo,oool. 
fterhng,  and  for  which  they  have  no  other  fecurity 
than  the  feals  of  the  Viceroy,  the  Mandarines,  and 
the  merchants  of  the  Hong  :  a  ftriking  proof  of  the 
excellent  police  maintained  in  China. 

During  our  continuance  at  Canton,  Mr.  King  ac- 
companied one  of  the  Englifh  gentlemen  on  a  vifit 
to  a  perfon  of  the  firft  diflinflion  in  the  place.  They 
were  received  in  a  long  room  or  gallery,  at  the 
further  end  of  which  a  table  was  placed,  with  a 
large  chair  behind  it,  and  a  row  of  chairs  extend- 
ing from  it,  on  both  fides,  down  the  room.  The 
captain  having  been  previoufly  inftruded,  that  the 
point  of  politenefs  confifted  in  remaining  unfeated 
as  long  as  pollible,  readily  fubmitted  to  this  piece 
of  etiquette  ;  after  which  he  and  his  friend  were 
treated  with  tea,  and  fome  frefh  and  preferved  fruits. 
Their  entertainer  was  very  corpulent,  had  a  dull 
heavy  countenance,  and  difplayed  great  gravity  in 
his  deportment.  He  had  learned  to  fpeak  a  little 
broken  Englifh  and  Portugueze.  After  his  two 
guefls  had  taken  their  refrefhment,  he  conducted 
them  about  his  houie  and  garden  ;  and  when  he 
had  fhewn  them  all  the  improvements  he  was 
making,  they  took  their  leave. 

The  captain  being  deiirous  of  avoiding  the  trou- 
ble and  delay  that  might  attend  an  application  for 
pafTports,  as  well  as  of  faving  the  unneceiTary  ex- 
pence  of  hiring  a  fampane,  which  he  was  informed 
amounted  at  leail  to  i  2  pounds  fterling,had  hitherto 
deligned  to  go  along  with  the  fuppliesto  Macao,  in 
the  country  merchant's  fhip  we  mentioned  before : 
but  receiving  an  invitation  from  two  Englifh  gen- 
tlemen, who  had  found  means  to  procure  pafTports 
for  four,  he  accepted,  together  with  Mr.  Phillips, 
their  offer  of  places  in  a  Chinefe  boat,  and  intrufted 
Mr.  Lannyon  with  thefuperintendance  of  the  men 
and  flores,  which  were  to  fail  the  following  day. 
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On  Sunday,  the  26th,  in  the  evening.  Captain 
King  took  his  leave  of  the  fupercargoes,  after  hav- 
ing returned  them  thanks  for  their  many  favcfurs  ; 
among  which  muft  be  mentioned  a  prefent  of  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  tea,  fpr  the  ufe  of  the  com- 
panies of  both  fliips,  and  a  copious  collection  o£ 
Engliih  periodical  publications.  The  latter  proved 
a  valuable  acquifition  to  us,  as  they  not  only  ferved 
to  beguile  our  impatience,  in  the  profecution  of  our 
tedious  voyage  homewards,  but  alfo  enabled  us  to 
return  not  wholly  unacquainted  with  what  had  been 
tranfadiing  in  our  native  country  during  our  ab- 
fence.  On  the  2  7  th,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
Meffrs.  King  and  Phillips,  and  the  twoEnglifh  gen- 
tlemen, quitted  Canton,  and,  about  the  fame  hour 
of  the  fucceeding  day,  arrived  at  Macao,  having 
pafled  down  a  channel  fituated  to  the  weft  of  that 
by  which  we  had  come  up. 

In  the  abfence  of  our  party  from  Macao,  a  briik 
traiEc  had  been  carrying  on  with  the  Chinefe  for  our 
fea-otter-fldns,  the  value  of  which  had  augmented 
every  day.  One  of  our  failors  difpofed  of  hisftock, 
alone,  for  800  dollars  -,  and  a  few  of  the  beft  Ikins, 
which  were  clean,  and  had  been  carefully  preferved, 
produced  120  dollars  each.  The  total  amount  of  the 
value,  in  goods  and  cafli,  that  was  obtained  for  the 
furs  of  both  our  veffels,  we  are  confident  was  not  lefs 
than  2,oool.  fterling ;  and  it  was  the  general  opi- 
nion, that  at  leaft  two-thirds  of  the  quantity  we 
had  originally  procured  from  the  Americans,  were 
by  this  time  fpoiled  and  worn  out,  or  had  been  be- 
ftowed  as  prefents,  and  otherwife  difpofed  of  in 
Kamtfchatka.  If,  in  addition  to  thele  facts,  we 
confider,  that  we  at  firft  collected  the  furs  without 
having  juft  ideas  of  their  real  value ;  that  moft  of 
them  had  been  worn  by  the  favages  from  whom  we 
purchafed  them  ;  that  little  regard  was  afterwards 
fliewn  to  their  prefervation ;  that  they  were  fre- 
quently made  ufe  of  as  bed-clothes,  and  likewife 
for  other  purpoies,  during  our  cruife  to  the  north- 
ward ; 
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ward ;  and  that,  in  all  probability,  we  never  re? 
ceived  the  full  value  for  them  in  China  ;  the  bene- 
vfits  that  might  accrue  from  a  voyage  to  that  part  pf 
the  American  coaft  where  we  obtained  them,  un- 
dertaken with  commercial  views,  will  certainly  ap- 
pear of  fufficient  importance  to  claim  the  public  atr 
tention.  So  great  was  the  rage  which  our  feamen 
were  poffefled  to  return  to  Cook*s  River,  and  there 
procure  another  cargo  of  fkins,  by  which  they  might 
be  enabled  to  make  their  fortunes,  that,  at  one 
time,  they  were  almoft  on  the  point  of  pioceeding 
to  a  mutiny.  And  Captain  King  acknowledges, 
that  he  could  not  refrain  from  indulging  himfelf  iri 
a  projedl,  which  was  firft  luggefted  to  him  by  the 
difappointment  we  had  met  with  in  being  compel- 
led to  leave  the  Japanefe  Archipelago,  as  well  as 
the  northern  coall  of  China,  unexplored  j  and  he 
is  of  opinion,  that  this  object  may  ftill  be  happily 
attained,  by  means  of  our  Eaft-India  Company,  not 
only  with  trifling  expence,  but  even  with  the  pro- 
fpe^lof  very  beneficial  confequtnces.  The  ftate  of 
affairs  at  home,  or  perhaps  greater  difKculties  in  the 
accomplilhment  of  his  plan  than  he  had  forefeen, 
have  hitherto  prevented  its  being  carried  into  exe- 
cution ;  but,  as  the  fcheme  feems  to  be  well  con- 
trived, the  reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  our 
inferting  it  hei-e. 

In  the  firft  place.  Captain  King  propofes,  that  the 
Eaft-India  Company's  China  ftiips  Ihould,  each,  carry 
an  additional  number  of  men,  making  loo  in  the 
whole.  Two  veflels,  one  of  200  tons,  and  the  other 
of  I  50,  might  with  proper  notice,  (as  Mr.  King  was 
informed)  be  purchafed  at  Canton  ;  and,  as  vidual- 
ling  is  as  cheap  there  as  in  Europe,  he  has  calculated 
that  they  might  be  completely  equipped  for  fea, 
with  one  year's  provifions  and  pay,  for  the  fum  of 
6,oool.  including  the  purchafe.  The  expence  of 
the  requifite  articles  for  barter  is  very  inconfider- 
able. 

Captain  King  particularly  recommends  that  each 
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of  the  (hips  fliould  have  a  forge,  five  tons  of  un- 
WTOught  iron,  and  a  Ikilful  fmith,  with  an  appren- 
tice and  journeyman,  who  might  occafionally  make 
fuch  tools,  as  the  Indians  fhould  appear  to  have  the 
greateft  inclination  for  pofleiling.  For,  though  half 
a  dozen  of  the  fineft  fkins,  obtained  by  us,  were 
purchafed  with  twelve  large  green  glafs  beads,  yet 
it  is  very  certain,  that  the  fancy  of  thefe  people, 
for  ornamental  articles,  is  extremely  capricious  and 
variable ;  and  that  the  only  fure  commodity  for 
their  market  is  iron.  To  this  might  be  added  feve- 
ral  bales  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth,  two  or  three  bar- 
rels of  glafs  and  copper  trinkets,  and  a  few  grofs 
of  large  pointed  cafe-knives.  He  then  propofes, 
that  two  velTels,  not  only  for  the  greater  fecurity 
of  the  VoyagCj  but  becaufe  fingle  fhips  ought  never^ 
in  his  opinion,  to  be  fent  out  for  the  purpofe  of 
difcovery.  For  where  rifques  are  frequently  to  be 
run,  and  uncertain  and  dangerous  experiments 
tried,  it  can  by  no  means  be  expected  that  fingle 
Ihips  fhould  venture  fo  far,  as  where  fome  fecurity 
is  provided  againli:  an  unfortunate  accident.  When 
the  fhips  are  prepared  for  fea,  they  will  fail  with 
the  firfl  S.  W.  monfoon,  which  ufually  fets  in  about 
the  commencement  of  the  month  of  April.  They 
will  fteer  a  northward  courfe,  with  this  wind,  along 
the  Chinefe  coafl,  beginning  to  make  a  more  accu- 
rate furvey  from  the  mouth  of  the  Nankin  river,  or 
the  river  Kyana,  in  the  30th  degree  of  latitude, 
which  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  remoteft  limit  of  this 
coafl  hitherto  vilited  by  European  velTels.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  great  gulph  called  Whang  Hay,  or  the 
Yellow  Sea,  being  at  prefent  unknown,  it  may  be 
left  to  the  commander's  difcretion,  to  proceed  up 
it  as  far  as  he  may  think  proper  :  he  mufl  be  cauti- 
ous, however,  not  to  entangle  hinvfelf  in  it  too  far, 
left  he  fhould  not  have  fufficient  time  left  for  the 
profecution  of  the  remainder  of  his  voyage.  The 
fame  difcretion  may  be  ufed,  when  he  has  reached 
the  ftraits  of  Teflbi,  with  regard  to  the  iflands  of 

Jefo, 


2224     CdbK's   tHlRb    AMD    LAST    VoYAGE 

Jefo,  which,  if  the  wind  and  weather  fhould  be  fa- 
vourable, he  muft  not  neglect  to  explore.     Having 
arrived  in  the  latitude  of  51  deg.  40  min.  where  he 
tvill  make  the  moft  foutherly  point  of  the  Ifle  of  Sa- 
galeen,  beyond  which  we  have  a  confiderable  know* 
ledge  of  the  fea  of  Okotik,  he  will  fteer  towards  the 
S.  probably  about  the  beginning  of  June,  and  exert 
his  endeavours  to  fall  in  with  the  moft  fouthern  of 
the  Kurile  Iflands.     If  the  accounts  of  the  Ruffians 
may  be  depended  on,  Ooroop,  or  Nadefchda,  will 
ftirnifli  the  fliips  with    a    commodious    harbour, 
wher€  they  may  recruit  their  wood  and  water,-  and 
provide  themfelves  with  fuch  refrefliments  as  the 
place  may  afford.     Near  the  end  of  June  the  com- 
mander will  direft  his  courfe  to  the  ShummaginSj 
whence  he  will  proceed  to  Cook's  Kiver,  purchaiing, 
in  his  progrefs,  as  many  fkins  as  poffible,  without 
lofing  too  much  time,  fmce  he  ought  to  fail  again 
to  the  fouthward,  and  trace  the  coaft  with  the  ut- 
moft  accuracy  between  the  56th  and  50th  degrees 
of  latitude,  the  fpace  where  contrary  winds  drove 
us   out   of   fight   of    land.     We    think  it  proper 
to  obferve  here,  that   Captain  King  conliders  the 
purchafe  of  fkins,  in  this  expedition,  as  a  fecondary 
concern,  for  defraying  the  expence  ;  and,  from  our 
experience  in  the  prelent  voyage,  there  is  noreafon 
to  doubt  that  250  fkins,  each  worth  100  dollars, 
may  be  obtained  without  iofs  of  time  ;  particularly 
as  they  wiH,  in  all  probability,  be  met  with  along 
the  coaft  of  the  S.  of  Cook's  River. 

The  commander  of  this  expedition,  after  having 
continued  about  three  months  on  the  American 
coaft,  will  fet  out  on  his  return  to  China  in  the 
former  part  of  Oclober,  taking  care,  in  his  route, 
to  avoid,  as  much  as  poffible  the  tracks  of  preced- 
ing navigators.  All  that  remains  to  be  added  on 
this  fubject,  is,  that  if  the  fur  trade  fhould  become 
an  eftablifhed  object  of  Indian  commerce,  many 
opportunities  will  occur  of  completing  whatever 

may 
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may  have  been  left  unfinifhed,  iii  the  Voyage  of 
which  the  outlines  are  here  deUneated. 

During  our  abfence,  a  vtfy  ludicrous  alteratioii 
took  place  in  the  drefs  of  all  our  crew,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  barter  which  the  Chinefe  had  carried  on 
with  us  for  our  fea- otter  fkins.  On  our  arrival  in  the 
Typa,  not  only  the  failors,  but  likewife  the  youngef 
officers,  were  extremely  ragged  in  their  apparel ;  for, 
as  the  voyage  had  now  exceeded,  almoft  by  a  yeafj 
the  time  it  was  at  firft  fuppofed  we  fhould  continue 
at  fea,  the  far  greater  part  of  our  original  (lock  of 
European  clothes  had  been  long  ago  worn  out,  or 
repaired  and  patched  up  with  fkins,  and  the  diffe- 
rent manufaci^ures  we  had  met  with  in  the  courfe  of 
the  expedition.  Thefe  were  now  mixed  and  eked 
out  with  the  gayeft  filks  and  cottons  that  China 
could  produce. 

On  the  30th,  being  Friday,  Mr.  Lannyon  arrived 
with  the  (lores  and  provifions,  which,  without  de- 
lay, were  ftowed  in  due  proportion  on  board  both 
the  {hips.  While  in  the  Typa,  Captain  King  was 
fliewn,  in  the  garden  of  an  Englifli  gentleman,  at 
Macao,  the  rock,  under  which,  according  to  tradi- 
tional accounts,  Camoens,  the  celebrated  Portu- 
guefe  poet,  was  accuftomed  to  lit  and  compofe  his 
Lufiad.  It  is  an  arch  of  conliderable  height  con- 
futing of  one  folid  (lone,  and  forming  the  entrance 
of  a  grotto  dug  out  of  the  elevated  ground  behind 
it.  Large  fpreading  trees  overfhadow  the  rock, 
which  commands  a  beautiful  and  extenfive  profpeO: 
of  the  fea,  and  theiflands  difperfed  about  it.  During 
our  continuance  in  the  Typa,  we  heard  nothing 
with  refped:  to  the  meafurement  of  the  fhips  ;  we 
may  therefore  reafonably  conclude,  that  the  point 
fo  Itrongly  contefted,  in  Commodore  Anfon's  time, 
by  the  Chinefe,  has,  in  confequence  of  his  firmnefs 
and  refolution,  never  lince  been  inlifted  on.  By 
the  obfervations  made  while  our  veffels  lay  here, 
the  harbour  of  Macao  is  fituated  in  the  lat.  of  22 
No,  80,  13  C  deg. 
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deg.  12  min.  N.  and  the  long,  of  113  deg.  47  miii-. 
E.  our  anchoring  place,  in  the  Typa,  in  lat.  22  deg. 
9  min.  20  {ec.  long.  --iJ^  deg.  48  min.  34  fee.  E. 
It  was  high  water  in  the  Typa,  on  the  full  and 
change  days,  at  a  quarter  after  five  o'clock  ;  and 
in  the  harbour  of  Macao,  at  50  minutes  pail  five  : 
the  greateft  rife  was  fix  feet  one  inch.  We  fhall 
conclude  thefe  remarks,  and  this  chapter,  with  the 
prices  of  labour,  and  a  few  articles  of  provifions  in 
China. 

Prices  of  Labour  and  Provisions  at  CANTON. 

£■  s.  D. 

A  Coolee,  or  Porter,     -     -     o     o     8    Per  Day 
A  Taylor.     --      -      --00     5    and  rice 
A  Handicraftfman      ---008    ditto 
A  common  Labourer  from  3d.  to  5d.  per  day. 
A  Woman's  labour  confiderably  cheaper. 

I.    S,   D. 

Butter 02     4i  Per  Catty 

Beef     -      -      -----00     2i.  or  18  oz. 

Calf I     6     Qi.  each 

Ducks    ------~©o     54  Per  Catty 

Ditto,  wild       -----010+  each 

Esirs      -      ------020    Per  ICO 

Frogs     -.     ------0061  Per  Catty 

Fowls,  Capons,  &c.    -     -     -     o     o     7|.  ditto 
Geefe     -     ------00     6|  ditto 

Ham       -     -_--._     o      I      2f  ditto 

Hog,  alive 00     4|  ditto 

Kid,  ditto    ------0043  ditto 

Milk      - 00      I-'  ditto 

4 

Pork     -      ------00     7j  ditto 

Pig  -     -      ------     o     o     51  ditto 

Pheafants     ------054    each 

Partridges   ..     -     ^     -     -     -     o     o     91  ditto 
Pigeons  -     -     r     -  ■  -     '     -     o     o     Sy  ditto 
Kabbits  -------014   ditto 

Sheep      -    -    -    --     -    -     36     8   ditto 

Spices 
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Spices 0168    Per  Catty 

Soy    --------co      14.  ditto 

Sauifui  ditto      -----     o     o      2|  ditto 

Tuitle     -_-.---oo     9  i  ditto 


C     H     A     P.       XXI. 

AD  1780  r^^  Tuefday,  the  iith  of  January, 
\^  two  failots,  J  :Iin  Cave  quarter- 
mafter,  and  Robert  Spencer  belonging  to  the  Refo- 
iution,  went  off  with  a  fix-oared  cr.tter  ;  and  though 
the  moR:  diligent  fearch  wis  made,  both  this  and 
the  folio vving  morning,  we  could  not  gain  any  in- 
telligence of  them,  it  was  imagined,  that  thefe 
feamen  had  been  feduced  by  the  hopes  of  acquiring 
a  fortune,  if  they  fhould  return  to  the  fur  iilands. 
On  the  1 2th,  at  noon,  we  unmoored,  and  fcaled  the. 
guns,  which,  on  board  the  Difcovery,  amounted 
at  this  time  to  ten  ;  fo  that  her  people  by  means  of 
four  additional  ports,  could  fight  feven  on  a  fide. 
In  the  Refolucion  like  wife,  thenimiberof  guns  had 
been  augmented  from  12  to  16  ;  and,  in  each  of 
the  fliips,  all  other  precautions  were  taken  to  give 
our  inconfidcrable  force  a  refpeclable  appearance. 
We  confidered  it  as  our  duty  to  furnilh  ourfelvcs 
with  thefe  means  of  defence,  though  there  was  fome 
reafon  to  believe,  that  they  had  in  a  great  meafure 
bten  rendered  fupeifluous  by  the  generofity  of  our 
enemies;  for  we  were  informed,  by  the  public  prints, 
which  Capta:n  King  had  brought  with  him  from 
Canton,  of  inilruclions  having  been  found  on  board 
all  the  French  (hips  of  war,  that  had  been  taken  in 
Europe,  importing,  that  their  commanders,  if  they 
Ihould  happen  to  fall  in  with  the  Refolution  and  Dif- 
£overy,  were  to  fuffer  them  to  proceed  unmolefted 
on  their  voyage.  It  was  alfo  reported,  that  the 
American  Congrefs  had  given  iimilar  orders  to  the 
1 3  C  2  veffels 
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veflels  employed  in  their  fervice.  This  intelligence 
|)eing  further  confirmed  by  the  private  letters  of 
fome  of  the  fuper-cargoes,  Captain  King  deemed  it 
incumbent  on  him,  in  return  for  the  liberal  excep- 
tions which  our  enemies  had  made  in  our  favour, 
to  refrain  from  embracing  any  opportunities  of  cap- 
ture, and  to  maintain  the  ftrifteft  neutrality  during 
the  whole  of  our  voyage.  Having  got  under  fail 
about  two  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  pafTed  the  fort  of  Ma- 
cao, and  faluted  the  garrifon  with  eleven  four- 
pounders,  which  they  anfwered  with  an  equal  num- 
ber. We  were  under  the  neceflity  of  warping  out 
into  the  entrance  of  the  Typa,  which  we  gained  by 
eight  o'clock  in  the  evening  of  the  i  3th ;  and  lay 
there  till  nine  o'clock  the  following  morning,  when 
we  flood,  with  a  frefh  eaflerly  breeze,  to  the  S.  be- 
tween Wungboo  and  Potoe.  At  four  in  the  after- 
noon, the  Ladrone  was  about  two  leagues  diftant 
in  an  eaflern  diredion.  On  Saturday,  the  15th,  at 
noon,  we  obfei-ved  in  lat.  18  deg.  57  min.  long.  1 14 
deg.  13  min.  On  the  i6th,  we  ftruck  foundings 
over  Macclesfield  Bank,  and  found  the  depth  of 
water  to  be  50  fathoms,  oyer  a  bottom  confifting  of 
white  fand  and  fhells.  We  computed  this  part  of 
the  bank  to  be  fituated  in  lat.  15  deg.  51  min.  and 
in  long.  1 14  deg.  20  min.  Thurfday,  the  19th,  at 
four  o'clock,  P.  M.  we  had  in  view  Pulo  Sapatra, 
bearing  N.  W.  by  W.  and  diflant  about  four  leagues. 
Having  pafTed  this  iHand,  we  flood  to  the  weflward ; 
and  on  the  20th  made  the  little  group  of  iflands 
known  by  the  name  of  Pulo  Condore,  at  one  of 
which  we  anchored  in  fix  fathoms  water.  The  har- 
bour where  we  now  moored,  has  its  entrance  from 
the  N.  W.  and  affords  the  beft  fhelter  during  the 
N.  E.  monfoon.  Its  entrance  bore  W.  N.  W.  quar- 
ter W.  and  N.  by  W.  the  opening  at  the  upper  end 
bore  S.  E.  by  E.  three  quarters  E.  and  we  were  about 
two  furlongs  diftant  from  the  fhore.  On  the  21ft, 
early  in  the  morning,  parties  were  fent  out  to  cut 

wood, 
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wood,  the  commodore's  principal  motive  for  touch- 
ing at  this  ifland  being  to  fupply  the  (hips  with  that 
article.  None  of  the  natives  having  as  yet  made 
their  appearance,  notv/ithilanding  two  guns  had 
been  fired  at  different  times,  Captain  Gore  thought 
it  advifeable  to  land,  and  go  in  fearch  of  them. 
Accordingly,  on  Sunday,  the  22nd,  he  defired 
Captain  King  to  attend  him.  They  proceeded  in 
their  boats  along  fhore  for  the  fpace  of  two  miles, 
when  perceiving  a  road  that  led  into  a  wood,  they 
landed.  Here  Captain  King  left  the  com.modore, 
and,  attended  by  a  midfhipman,  and  four  armed 
failors,  purfued  the  path,  which  appeared  to  point 
diredlly  acrofs  the  ifland.  They  proceeded  through 
a  thick  wood  up  a  fteep  hill,  to  the  dillance  of  a 
mile,  when  after  defcending,  they  arrived  at  fome 
huts.  Captain  King  ordered  the  party  to  ftay  with- 
out, left  the  fight  of  armed  men  fliould  terrify  the 
inhabitants,  while  he  entered  and  reconnoitred  alone. 
He  found,  in  one  of  the  huts,  an  elderly  man,  who 
was  in  a  great  fright,  and  preparing  to  make  ojS" 
with  the  moft  valuable  effects.  However  a  few 
figns,  particularly  that  moft  lignificant  one  of  hold- 
ing out  a  handful  of  dollars,  and  then  pointing  to 
a  herd  of  buffaloes,  and  the  fowls  that  wxre  running 
about  the  huts  in  great  numbers,  left  him  without 
any  doubts  as  to  the  objects  of  their  vifit.  He 
pointed  towards  a  place  where  the  town  ftood,  and 
made  them  comprehend,  that  by  going  thither,  all 
their  wants  would  be  fupplied.  On  their  firll  com- 
ing out  of  the  wood,  a  herd  of  buffaloes,  to  the 
number  of  20  at  leaft,  came  running  towards  them, 
tolling  up  their  heads,  fnufiing  the  air,  and  roaring 
in  a  hideous  manne;-.  They  had  followed  them  to 
the  huts,  and  now  ftood  drawn  up  in  a  body,  at  a 
little  diftance  ;  and  the  old  man  made  them  under- 
ftand,  that  it  would  be  exceeding  dangerous  to 
move,  till  they  were  driven  into  the  woods  ;  but  fo 
enraged  were  the  animals  grown,  at  the  light  of 

them. 
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them,  that  this  was  not  efFe(5ted  \a  ithout  a  good  de^ii 
of  time  and  difficulty.  The  men  not  being  a'jle  to 
accomplifh  it,  they  called  to  their  aihftance  a  few 
little  boys,  who  ibon  drove  them  out  of  light. 
Afterward  they  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving, 
that  in  driving  thefe  animals,  and  fecuring  then>, 
which  is  done  by  putting  a  rope  through  a  hole  made 
in  their  noftrils,  little  boys  M^ere  always  employed, 
who  could  ftroke  and  handle  them  with  impunity 
at  times,  when  the  men  durft  not  approach  them. 
Having  got  rid  of  the  buffaloes,  they  were  con- 
duc'ted  to  the  town,  which  confifts  of  between  20 
and  30  houfes,  built  clofe  together ;  belides  6  or  7 
others  that  are  fcattered  about  the  beach.  The  roof, 
the  two  ends,  and  the  fide  fronting  the  country, 
are  neatly  conffrucled  of  reeds ;  the  oppolite  fide, 
facing  the  fea,  is  entirely  open  ;  but,  by  means  of 
a  kind  of  bamboo  fcreens.  they  can  exclude  or  kt 
in  as  much  of  the  fun  and  air  as  they  pleafe.  They 
were  conduced  to  the  largeft  houfe,  where  the 
chief,  or  captain,  as  they  called  him,  relided,  but 
he  was  abfent,  or  would  not  be  feen  ;  therefore  no 
pUT chafes  could,  as  they  faid,  be  made.  At  two 
o'clock,  in  the  afternoon,  they  returned  to  the 
ihips;  as  did  likewife  feveral  of  our  fliooting  par-- 
ties  from  the  woods,  about  the  fame  time.  At  five 
o'clock,  fix  men  in  a  proa,  rowed  up  to  the  fliips, 
from  the  upper-end  of  the  harbour ;  and  one  of 
them,  who  was  a  perfon  of  decent  appearance,  intro- 
duced himfelf  to  Captain  Gore,  with  an  eale  and 
politenefs  which  indicjked  that  he  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  pafs  his  time  in  other  company  than  what 
Condore  afforded.  He  brought  with  him  a  fort  of 
certificate,  written  in  the  French  language,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  tranflation. 

"  Peter  George,  Bifhop  of  Adran,  Apoftolic  Vicar 
of  Cochin- China,  &c.  The  little  Mandarin,  who 
is  the  bearer  hereof,  is  the  real  Envoy  of  the  Court 
to  Pulo  Condore,  to  attend  there  for  the  reception 

3  ^^' 
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of  all  European  veiTels,  whofe  deilination  is  to  ap- 
proach that  place,  Sec. 

A  Sai-Goa,  10  Auguft,  1779." 
He  gave  us  to  underftand,  that  he  was  the  Man- 
darin mentioned  in  it ;  and  produced  another  paper, 
which  was  a  letter  fealed  up,  and  addrelTed  to  the 
captains  of  any  European  fhips  that  may  touch  at 
Condore.     From  this  letter,  and  the  whole  of  Luco's 
converfition,the  Mandarin, we  had  little  doubt,  that 
the  vefld  he   expected  was  a   French   one.     We 
found,  at  the  fame  time,  that  he  was  defirous  of 
not:  iofing  his  errand,  and  was  not  unwilling  to  be- 
come our  pilot.     We  could  not  difcover  from  him 
the  precife  bulinefs  which  the  fhip  he  was  waiting 
for  defigned  to  profecute  in  Cochin-China.     We 
fliall   only  add,    that  he  acquainted  us,  that  the 
French  vefl'els  might  perhaps  have  touched  at  Tir- 
non,  and  from  thence  fail  to  CoCiiin-China  ;  and  as 
no  intelligence  had  been  received,  xie  imagined  that 
this  was  moft  likely  to  have  been  the  cafe.     Captain 
Gore  afterwards  enquired,  what  fupplies  could  be 
procured  from   this  iiland.     Luco  replied,  he  had 
two  bufEiloes  belonging  to  him,  which  were  at  our 
fervice,  and  that  conliderable  numbers  of  thofe  ani- 
mals might  be  purchafed  for  four  or  five  dollars 
each.     We  had  purchafed  eight  of  thele  animals  ; 
and  (in  the  23d,  early  in  the  morning,  the  launches 
of  both  Ihips  were  difpatched  to  the  town  to  bring 
them  way,  but  our  people  were  much  at  a  lofs  to 
brina:  tliem   on   board.     After  confultina:  with  the 
Mandarin,  it  was  determined,  that  they  Ihould  be 
driven  through  the  vvood,a,nd  over  the  hiil^down  to 
the  bay,  where  our  tv/o  captains  had  Janded.     This 
plan  was  accordingly  executed  ;  but  the  untracla- 
blenefs,  and  amazing  flrength  of  the  animals,  ren- 
dered it  a  flow  and  difficult  operation.     The  mode 
of  conducting  them  was,  by  putting  ropes  through 
their  noftrils,  and  round  their  horns^  but  when 
they  were  once  enraged  at  the  light  of  our  people, 

they 
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they  became  fo  furious,  that  they  fometimes  tore 
afunder  the  cartilage  of  the  noftril,  through  which 
the  ropes  pafled,  and  fet  themfelves  at  liberty  ;  at 
other  tinaes  they  broke  the  trees,  to  which  it  was 
found neceflary  to  faften  them.  Onfuchoccafions,all 
the  endeavours  of  our  men,  for  the  recovery  of 
them,  would  have  been  unfuccefsful,  without  the 
aid  of  fome  little  boys,  w^hom  the  buffaloes  would 
fuffer  to  approach,  and  by  whofe  puerile  manage- 
ments their  1  age  was  quickly  appeafed  ;  and  when 
brought  down  to  the  beach,  it  was  by  their  aflift- 
ance,  in  twifting  ropes  about  their  legs,  in  the 
manner  they  were  directed,  that  our  people  were 
enabled  to  throw  them  down,  and,  by  that  means, 
to  get  them  into  the  boats ;  and,  a  circumftance 
very  Angular,  they  had  not  been  a  whole  day  on 
boards  before  they  were  as  tame  as  poflible.  Cap- 
tain King  kept  a  male  and  a  female  for  a  conlidera- 
ble  time,  which  became  great  favourites  with  the 
feamen.  Thinking  a  breed  of  thefe  animals,  fome 
of  which  weighed,  when  dreffed,  700  pounds,  would 
be  an  acquifition  of  fome  value,  he  intended  to  have 
brought  them  with  him  to  England ;  but  that  de- 
iign  was  fruftrated  by  an  incurable  hurt  which  one 
ot  them  received  at  fea.  Befides  the  buffaloes,  of 
■which  there  are  feveral  large  herds  in  this  ifland, 
we  purchafed  from  the  natives  fome  remarkably  fine 
fat  hogs,  of  the  Chinefe  breed.  We  procured  three 
or  four  of  the  wild  fort ;  feveral  of  whofe  tracks 
"Were  feen  in  the  woods  ;  which  alfo  abound  with 
monkeys  and  fquirrels,  but  fo  fhy,  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult tofhoot  them.  Here  we  found  the  cabbage-tree, 
and  other  fucculent  greens,  with  which  our  people 
made  very  free  without  alking  queftions.  Two 
Wells  of  excellent  water  had  been  difcovered,  in 
confequence  of  which  part  of  the  companies  of  both 
fliips  had  been  employed  in  providing  a  competent 
fiipply  of  it.  Our  numerous  fubfcribers  will  be 
plcaied  to  re«oUe<^5  thaC  ia  our  liiftory  of  Captain 
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Cook*s  firft  and  fecond  voyages,  we  have  given  a 
concife,  though  comprehenfive  account  of  Pulo 
Condore,  Celebes,  Sumatra,  Java,  the  Philippine, 
Ladrones,  and,  in  ftiort,  all  the  principal  iflands  in 
the  Indian  Sea ;  it  therefore  only  now  remains, 
during  the  remainder  of  our  pafTage  home,  with  a 
view  of  eftablifliing  the  credit  and  reputation  of  this 
work,  and  of  rendering  it  the  moft  complete  under- 
taking of  the  kind  extant,  to  mention  a  few  parti- 
culars that  came  under  our  own  obfervation,  and 
which  may  be  reckoned  as  improvements  fmce  the 
labours  of  former  compilers,  or  the  expeditions  of 
prior  navigators. 

Pulo  Condore  fignifies  the  Ifland  of  Calabafhes, 
its  name  being  derived  from  two  Malay  words,  Pulo, 
implying  an  ifland,  and  Condore,  a  Calabalh,  great 
quantities    of    which    fruit    are    produced   here. 
Among  the  vegetable  improvements  of  this  ifland, 
may  be  reckoned  the  fields  of  rice  that  we  obferved  ; 
alfo  cocoa-nuts,  pomegranates,  oranges,  fliaddocks, 
and  various  forts  of  pompions.     We  continued  at 
this  harbour  till  the  28th,  when  the  little  Mandarin 
took  leave  of  us ;  at  which  time  the  commodore 
gave  him,  at  his  requeft:,  a  letter  of  recommenda- 
tion  to  the  commanders  of  any  other  veflels  that 
might  put  in   here.     He  alfo  belt  owed  on  him  a 
handfome  prefent,  and  gave  him  a  letter  for  the 
bifliop  of  Adrian,  together  with  a  telefcope,  which 
he  defired  might  be  prefented  to  him  as  a  compli- 
ment for  the  favours  we  had  received,  through  his 
means,  at  Pulo  Condore.     The  latitude  of  the  har- 
bour is   8  deg.    40  min.  N.  and  its  longitude,  de- 
duced from  many  lunar  obfervations,   106  deg.   18 
min.  46  fee.  E.     At  full  and  change  of  the  moon  it 
was  high  water  at  4  h.  15m.  apparent  time;  after 
which   the  water  continued  for  j  2  hours,  without 
any   perceptible   alteration.     The   tranfition  from 
ebbing  to  flowing  v/as  very  quick,  being  in  lefs  than 
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five  minutes.     The  water  rofe  and  fell  feven  feet 
four  inches  perpendicular. 

On  Friday,  the  28th,  we  unmoored,  and  cleared 
the  harbour.  ,  On  the  30th,  at  one  o*clock,P.M.we 
had  iight  of  Pulo  Timoan,  and  at  five,  Pulo  Puiflang 
■was  feen  in  the  direction  of  S.  by  E.  three  quarters 
E.  At  nine  o'clock,  we  had,  from  the  eff'ed  of 
fome  current,  out-run  our  reckoning,  and  found 
ourfelves  clofe  upon  Pulo  Aor,  in  the  lat.  of  2  deg. 
46  min.  N.  long.  104  deg.  57  min.  E.  in  confequence 
of  which  we  hauled  the  wind  to  the  E.  S.  E.  This 
courfe  we  profecuted  till  midnight,  and  then  fleered 
S.  S.  E.  for  the  ftraits  of  Banca. 

On  Tuefday,  the  i  ft  of  February,  we  obferved 
in  lat.  1  deg.  20  min.  N.  and  our  long,  by  a  number 
of  lunar  obfervations,  we  found  to  be  105  deg.  E* 
Towards  fun-fet,  we  had  a  view  of  Pulo  Panjang  j 
at  which  time  our  lat.  was  53  min.  N.  On  the  2d, 
we  pafTed  the  Straits  of  Sunda  ;  and,  at  noon,  we 
tame  in  fight  of  the  fmall  iflands  known  by  the 
name  of  Dominis,  lying  off  the  eaftern  part  of  Lin- 
gen.  At  one  o'clock,  P.  M.  Pulo  Taya  made  its 
appearance  in  the  direction  of  S.  W.  by  W.  diflant 
7  leagues.  On  the  3d,  at  day-break,  we  had  fight 
of  the  three  iflands-,  and,  not  long  afterwards,  faw 
Monoptn  Hill,  in  the  ifiand  of  Banca.  Having  got 
to  the  W.  of  the  fhoal,  named  Frederic  Endric,  we 
entered  the  Straits  of  Banca,  and  bore  away  towards 
the  S.  On  the  4th,  in  the  morning,  we  proceeded 
down  the  flraits  with  the  tide;  and,  at  noon,  the 
tide  beginning  to  make  againfl  us,  \.  e  caft  anchor, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  one  league  from  what  is 
denominated  the  Third  Point,  on  the  Sumatra 
fhore  ;  Monopin  Hill  bearing  N.  54  deg.  W.  and 
our  lat.  being  2  deg.  22  min.  S.  long.  105  deg.  38 
min.  \l.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  we  weigljed,  and 
continued  our  courfe  through  the  flraits  with  a  gen- 
tle breeze.  In  pafling  thefc  ilraits,  fhips  may  make 
a  nearer  approach  to  the  coail  of  Sumatra  than  to 
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that  of  Banca.  On  Sunday,  the  6th,  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  pafled  to  the  W.  of  Lufepara  ;  and  at  five 
o'clock,  P.  M.  we  defcried  the  Sifters,  in  the  direc- 
tion of  S.  by  W.  half  W.  At  feven  we  caft  anchor 
three  leagues  to  the  northward  of  thofe  iflands. 
On  the  7th,  at  five  o'clock,  A.  M.  we  weighed,  and 
in  three  hours  afterwards  we  were  in  fight  of  the 
Sifters.  Thefe  are  two  iflands  of  very  fmall  extent, 
plentifully  flocked  with  wood,  and  fituated  in  qo 
deg.  S.  lat.  and  in  long.  106  deg.  1 2  min.  They  lie 
nearly  N.  and  S.  froni  each  other,  encompafled  by 
a  reef  of  coral  rocks.  At  noon,  we  had  fight  of 
the  Ifland  of  Jgiva  ;  and  about  four  in  the  afternoon, 
we  perceived  two  vefTels  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda ; 
one  of  which  lay  at  anchor  near  the  mid-channel 
ifland,  the  Other  nearer  the  flioreof  Java.  On  the 
8th,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we 
weighed,  and  proceeded  through  the  Straits  of 
Sunda.  On  Wednefday  the  9th,  between  ten  and 
eleven.  Captain  King  was  ordered  by  the  commo- 
dore to  make  fail  towards  a  Duch  veflel,  that  now 
came  in  fight  to  the  fouthward,  which  we  imagined 
was  from  Europe  -,  and,  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  information  that  might  be  obtained  from  her, 
either  join  him  at  Cracatoa,  or  to  proceed  to  the 
fouth-eaftern  extremity  of  Prince's  Ifland,  and  there 
provide  a  fupply  of  water,  and  wait  for  him.  In 
compliance  with  thefe  inftruftions  Captain  King 
bore  down  towards  the  Dutchman ;  and  on  the  loth, 
in  the  morning,  Mr.  Williamfon  went  on  board  her; 
where  he  was  informed,  that  fhe  had  been  feven 
months  from  Europe,  and  three  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope;  that,  before  her  departure,  the  kings 
of  France  and  Spain  had  declared  war  againft  his 
Britannic  Majefty  ;  and  that  fliehad  left  Sir  Edward 
Hughes  at  the  Cape  with  a  fquadron  of  men  of 
war,  and  alfo  a  fleet  of  Eaft-India  ffiips.  On  the 
return  of  Mr.  Williamfon,  Captain  King  took  the 
advantage   of    a  fair  breeze,    and  made   fail  to- 
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wards  the  ifland  of  Cracatoa,  where  he  foon  after 
perceived  theRefolution  at  anchor,  and  immediately 
difpatched  a  boat  to  communicate  to  Captain  Gore 
the  intelligence  procured  by  Mr.  Williamfon.  When 
we  faw  our  confort  preparing,  at  the  diftance  of 
near  two  leagues,  to  come  to,  we  fired  our  guns, 
and  difplayed  the  fignal  for  leading  a-head,  by 
ho  fling  an  Engliih  jack  at  the  enfign  ftaff.  This 
was  intended  to  prevent  the  Difcovery*s  anchoring, 
on  account  of  the  foul  ground,  which  the  maps  on 
board  our  fhip  placed  in  this  fituation.  Hovvevei", 
as  Captain  King  met  with  none,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, found  a  muddy  bottom,  and  good  anchor- 
iD^  ground,  at  the  depth  of  60  fathoms,  he  re- 
mained fall  till  the  return  of  the  boat,  which 
brought  him  orders  to  proceed  to  Prince's  Ifland 
the  eniuing  morning. 

Cracatoa  is  the  fouthernmofl  of  a  clufter  of  iflands 
lying  in  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  Sunda.  It 
has  a  lofty  peaked  hill  at  its  fouthern  extremity, 
fituated  in  lat.  6  deg.  9  min.  S.  and  in  long.  105 
deg.  15  min.  E.  The  whole  circumference  of  the 
ifland  does  not  exceed  nine  miles.  The  Ifland  of 
Sambouricou,  or  Tamarin,  which  flands  12  miles 
to  the  northward  of  Cracatoa,  may  eafily  be  mif- 
taken  for  the  latter,  fince  it  has  a  hill  of  nearly  the 
fame  figure  and  dimenfions,  fituatelikewife  near  its 
fouth  end.  The  lat.  of  the  road  where  we  caft  an- 
chor is  8  deg.  6  min.  S.  long,  by  obfervation,  105 
deg.  36  min.  E.  It  is  high  water  on  the  full  and 
change  days,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  and 
the  water  rifes  three  feet  two  inches  perpendicular. 

On  Friday,  the  i  ith,  at  three  o'clock,  A.  M.  the 
Difcovery  weighed  anchor,  and  fleered  for  Prince's 
Ifland  ;  and,  at  noon,  Ihe  came  to,  and  moored  off 
its  eaftern  extremity.  On  Monday,  the  14th,  at 
day  break,  we  defcried  our  confort,  and,  at  two 
o'clock,  P.  M.  we  anchored  clofe  by  her.  By  the 
1 6th,  both  fhips  Harted  their  caflis,  and  had  reple- 
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nifhed  them  with  frefli  water.  In  the  evening  the 
decks  were  cleared,  and  we  prepared  for  fea.  On 
Saturday,  the  1 9th,  being  favoured  with  a  wefterly 
breeze,  we  broke  ground,  to  our  extreme  fatisfac- 
tion,  for  the  laft  time  in  the  Straits  of  Sunda  ;  and 
on  the  20th,  we  had  totally  loft  fight  of  Prince's 
Ifland.  If  Mr.  Lannyon  had  not  been  with  us,  we 
fhould  probably  have  met  with  fome  difficulty  in 
finding  the  watering  place :  it  may,  therefore,  not 
be  improper  to  give  a  particular  defcription  of  its 
fituation,  for  the  benefit  of  fubfequent  navigators. 
The  peaked  hill  on  the  iiland  bears  N.  W.  by  N. 
from  it.  A  remarkable  tree,  which  grows  on  a 
coral  reef,  and  is  entirely  detached  from  the  adjacent 
fhrubs,  ftandsjuft  to  the  north  of  it;  and  a  (mall 
plot  of  reedy  grafs,  may  be  feen  clofe  by  it.  Thefe 
marks  will  indicate  the  place  where  the  pool  dif- 
charges  itfelf  into  the  fea ;  but  the  water  here,  as 
well  as  that  which  is  in  the  pool,  being  in  general 
fait,  the  cafks  muft  be  filled  about  50  yards  higher 
up ;  where,  in  dry  feafons,  the  frefti  water  which 
defcends  from  the  hills,  is  in  great  meafure  loft 
among  the  leaves,  and  muft  therefore  be  fearched 
for  by  clearing  them  away.  The  lat.  of  the  anchor- 
ing-place  at  Prince's  Ifland,  is  6  deg.  36  min.  15 
fee.  S.  and  its  long.  .05  deg.  17  min.  30  fee.  E. 

On  Friday,  the  25th,  we  were  attacked  with  a 
violent  ftorm,  attended  with  thunder,  lightning, 
and  heavy  rain.  From  the  26th  to  the  28th  of 
March,  we  had  a  regular  trade  wind  from  the  S.  E. 
to  E.  by  S.  accompanied  with  fine  weather ;  and  as 
we  failed  in  an  old  beaten  track,  no  incident  worthy 
of  notice  occurred.  It  had  hitherto  been  Captain 
Gore's  intention  to  proceed  dire<5lly  to  St.  Helena, 
without  flopping  at  the  Cape,  but  our  rudder  hav- 
ing been  for  fome  time  complaining,  and  on  being 
examined,  reported  to  be  in  a  dangerous  ftate,  he 
refolved  to  fteer  diredly  for  the  Cape,  as  the  moft 
eligible  place,  both  for  the  recovery  of  the  fick,  and 
for  procuring  a  new  main  piece  for  the  rudder. 

Monday, 
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Monday,  the  loth  of  April,  a  fnow  was  feen  bear* 
ing  down,  which  proved  to  be  an  EngHih  Eaft-India 
packet,  that  had  left  Table  Bay  three  days  before, 
and  was  cruizing  with  orders  for  the  China  fleet, 
and  other  India  fliips.     She  told  us,  that,  about 
three  weeks  before,  Monf.  Trongollar's  fquadron, 
confifting  of  fix  fhips,  had  failed  from  the  Cape,  and 
was  gone  to  cruize  off  St.  Helena,  for  the  Englifh 
Eaft  Indiamen.     The  next  morning  we  ftood  into 
Simon's  Bay.     At  eight  o'clock  we  came  to  an-* 
chor,  at  the  diftance  of  one  third  of  a  mile  from 
the  neareft  fliore  ;  the  S.  E.  point  of  the  bay  bearing 
S.  byE.  and  Table  Mountain  N.  E.  half  N.     The 
Nafl'au  and  Southampton  Eaft  Indiamen  were  here, 
in  expectation  of  a  convoy  from  Europe.     We  fa- 
luted  the  fort  with  eleven  guns,  and  were  compli- 
mented with  an  equal  number  in  return.     As  foon 
as  we  had  eaft  anchor,  Mr.  Brandt,  the  governor  of 
this  place,  favoured  us  with  a  viiit.     This  gentle* 
man  had  the  higheft  regard  for  Captain  Cook,  who 
had   been   his  conftant   gueft,    whenever   he  had 
touched  at  the  Cape  •,  and  though  he  had,  fome  time 
before,  received  intelligence  of  his  untimely  fate, 
he  was  extremely  aftecled  at  the  iight  of  our  veflels 
returning  without  their  old  commander.     Pie  was 
greatly  furprifed  at  feeing  moft  of  our  people  in  fo 
healthy  a  ftate,  as  the  Dutch  Ihip  which  had  quitted 
Macao,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival  there,  and  had 
afterwards  ftopped  at  the  Cape,  reported,  that  we 
were  in  a  moft  wretched  condition,  there  being  only 
15  hands  left  on  board  the  Refolution,  and  feven  in 
the  Difcovery.    It  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  could 
have  induced  thefe  people  to  propagate  fo  infamous 
a  falfehood. 

On  Saturday,  the  15th,  Captain  King  accompa- 
nied our  Commodore  to  Cape  Town  •  and  the  next 
day,  in  the  morning,  they  waited  on  Baron  Plet- 
tenberg,  the  governor,  who  received  them  with 
every  poffible  indication  of  civility  and  pohtenefs. 
2  He 
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He  entertained  a  great  perfonal  efleem  for  Captain 
Cook,  and  profeffed  the  higheft  admiration  of  his 
charader,  and  on  hearing  the  recital  of  his  affefting 
cataftrophe,  broke  forth  into  many  expreflions  of 
iinafFefled  forrow.  In  one  of  the  principal  apart- 
ments of  the  Baron's  houfe,  he  fhewed  our  gentle- 
men two  pictures,  one  of  De  Ruyter,  the  other  of 
Van  Tromp,  with  a  vacant  fpace  left  between  them, 
which,  he  faid,  he  intended  to  fill  up  with  the  por- 
trait of  Captain  Cook  •,  and  for  this  purpofe  he  re- 
quefted  that  they  would  endeavour  to  procure  one 
for  him,  on  their  arrival  in  Great  Britain,  at  any 
price.  During  our  continuance  at  the  Cape,  wc 
met  with  the  moft  friendly  treatment,  not  only 
from  the  governor,  but  alib  from  the  other  prin- 
cipal perfons  of  the  place,  as  well  Africans  as 
Europeans. 

Falfe  Bay  lies  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Cape ;  and 
at  the  diftance  of  about  12  miles  from  the  latter,  on 
the  weflern  fide  is  Simon's  Bay,  the  only  commo- 
dious ftation  for  fhipping  to  lie  in.  To  the  N.  N. 
eaftward  of  this  bay,  there  are  fome  others,  from 
which,  however,  it  may  with  eafe  be  diflinguifhed, 
by  a  remarkable  fandy  way  to  the  N.  of  the  town, 
which  forms  a  confpicuous  objed:.  The  anchoring 
place  in  Simon's  Bay,  is  fituated  in  the  lat.  of  34 
deg.  2omin.  S.  and  its  long,  is  18  deg.  29  min.  E. 
In  fleering  for  the  harbour,  along  the  weflern  fhore, 
there  is  a  fmall  flat  rock,  known  by  the  name  of 
Noah's  Ark ;  and  about  a  mile  to  the  N.  eaflward 
of  it,  are  others,  denominated  the  Roman  Rocks. 
Thefe  are  a  mile  and  a  half  diflant  from  the  anchor- 
ing place  ;  and  either  to  the  northward  of  them,  or 
between  them,  there  is  a  fafe  pafTage  into  the  bay. 
When  the  N.  wefterly  gales  are  fet  in,  the  naviga- 
tor, by  the  following  bearings,  will  be  directed  to 
a  fecure  and  convenient  flation  :  Noah's  Ark  S.  51 
deg.  E.  and  the  center  of  the  hofpital  S.  53  deg. 
W.  in   7   fathoms  water.     But  if  the  S.   eaflerly 
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winds  fliould  not  have  ceafed  blowing,  it  is  more 
advifeable  to  remain  farther  out  in  8  or  9  fathoms 
water.  The  bottom  confifts  of  fand,  and  the  an- 
chors, before  they  get  hold,  fettle  coniiderably. 
About  two  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  Noah's  Ark, 
(lands  Seal  Jfland,  whofe  fouthern  part  is  faid  to  be 
dangerous,  and  not  to  be  approached,  with  fafety, 
nearer  than  in  22  fathoms  water. 

On  Tuefday,  the  9th  of  May,  fignal  was  made 
for  unmooring,  and,  about  noon,  we  took  our  de- 
parture from  Simon's  Bay.  We  had  now  provifions, 
live  (lock,  water,  and  naval  ftores,  aboard  in  great 
plenty  :  alfo  healthy  crews,  in  high  fpirits,  wifhing 
for  nothing  but  a  fair  wind  to  fhorten  our  paflage 
home.  On  the  14th,  we  got  into  the  S.  E.  trade 
wind,  and  ftood  to  theW.  of  the  iflands  of  Afcenfion 
and  St.  Helena.  Wednefday,  the  31ft,  we  were  in 
lat.  i2deg.  48  min.  S.  long.  i5deg.  40  min.  W. 
On  Saturday,  the  » oth  of  June,  the  Difcovery's 
boat  broujrlit  us  word,  that,  in  exercifing  her  great 
guns,  the  carpenter's  mate  had  his  arm  fhattered 
in  a  iliucking  manner,  by  part  of  the  wadding  be- 
ing left  in  after  a  former  difcharge  ;  another  man 
was  {lightly  wounded  at  the  fame  time.  On  the 
1 2th,  it  began  to  blow^  very  hard  ;  and  continued 
fo  till  the  next  day,  when  we  crolfed  the  line  to  the 
northward,  for  the  fouith  time  during  our  voyage, 
in  the  long,  of  26  deg.  16  min.  W. 

On  Saturday,  the  12th  of  Auguft,  we  defcried 
the  weftern  coaft  of  Ireland,  and  endeavoured  in 
vain  to  get  into  Port  Galway,  but  were  com- 
pelled by  violent  foutherly  winds,  to  ftand  to  the 
N.  The  wind  continuing  in  the  fame  quarter,  we 
made  the  ifland  of  Lewis. 

Qn  Tuefday,  the  22nd,  about  eleven  o'clock,  A, 
M.  both  fliips  came  to  anchor  at  Stromnefs  in 
Scotland :  from  whence  the  commodore  lent  Cap- 
tain King  to  inform  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  of 
our  arrival. 

On 
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On  the  30th,  we  arrived  off  Yarmouth,  in  com- 
pany with  his  Majefty*s  floops  of  war  the  Fly  and 
Alderney.  Oar  boats  were  immediately  {ent  on 
fhore  for  provisions,  and  for  a  fpare  cable  for  cmr 
fmall  bower,  that  we  had  being  nearly  worn  out. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1780^  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  reached  the  Nore  in  fafety  ;  and,  on  the 
6th,  dropped  anchors  at  Deptford  ;  having  beeu 
abfent  four  years,  three  months,  and  two  days. 

It  is  very  extraordinary,  that  in  fo  long  and  ha- 
zardous a  voyage,  the  two  fhips  never  loll  fight  of 
each  other  for  a  day  together  except  twice  ;  the  firft 
time,  owing  to  an  accident  that  happened  to  the 
Difcovery  off  the  coaft  of  Owhyhee  ;  the  fecond,  tp 
the  fogs  they  met  with  at  the  entrance  of  Awatfka 
Bay ;  a  ffriking  proof  of  the  fkill  and  vigilance  of 
the  fubaltern  officers.     Another  circumftance,  no 
lefs  remarkable,  is,  the  uncommon  healthinefs  of 
the  companies  of  both  fhips.     When  Captain  King 
quitted  the  Difcovery  at  Stromnefs,  he  had  the  fa- 
tisfaclion    of   leaving  the  whole    crew   in   perfect 
health  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  number  of  fick 
perfons  on  board  the  Refolution  did  not  exceed  two 
or  three,  only  one  of  whom  was  incapable  of  fer- 
,  vice.     In  the  whole  courfe  of  the  voyage,  the  Re- 
folution loft  no  more  than  five  men  by  ficknefs  ;  the 
Difcovery  not  one.     A  ftridt  attention  to  the  excel- 
lent regulations  eftabliftied  by  Captain  Cook,  with 
which  our  readers  have  been  made  acquainted,  and 
the  ufe  of  that  excellent  medicine,  Peruvian  bark» 
may  juftly  be  deemed  the  chief  caufes,  under  the 
blefling  of  an  all- directing  Providence,  of  this  ex- 
traordinary fuccefs. 
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iGONTENTS  of  this  WORK. 

'■^^■^  This  Publication  having  exceeded  the .^/afi- 
fify  prdpofed,  our  Subfcribers  will  obferve,  that  we 
have  (agreeable  to  our  promife  in  our  propo/a/s)  deli- 
vered the  Overplus  (feveral  flieets)  Gratis,  altho' 
it  has  occafioned  an  extraordinary  and  very  heavy 
expence  to  the  Publilher. 
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Impreflion  of  the  beginning  Numbers,  on  new- 
Types,  &c.  the  Whole  is  now  re-publilhing  with  all 
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